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Beirut Hellenic Bank

Fawaz Sankari

Head of Business Banking
Fawaz holds an impressive
track record in sales and
relationship management
which will contribute to our
strategic goals and continue
to instill first class relationship
management and business
growth. Fawaz joins us from
the CBA Group where he

Call Fawaz held senior executive roles Call Chris

on 0400 840 444 within Business/Commercial/ on 0400 912 938

Corporate Banking.

Alexander Nassar
National Manager

Retail Sales

Alexander brings a background
of outstanding performance and
_awealth of experience having
8 held Senior Executive roles in
Retail banking with Westpac and
most recently NAB. Alexander
will concentrate in making sure

Call Alexander that thedb;ancr ';f:wgrll(, s V‘ﬁ}“ Call Stephen
on 0400 010 836 . - /PPeCTOr stalt to GEUVETEN®  5n 0409 813 259

best service possible.

Growing from strength to
strength with our NEW team

Chris Moutzikis

Head of Business Banking
Victoria & SA

Chris has extensive banking
experience having held senior
roles in some of Australia’s major
institutions. Passionate about
customer relationship building,
Chris’ recent experience as
Private Client Director at NAB
Private Wealth will ensure he
and his team are well positioned
to deliver superior client
experience.

Stephen McElhenny
Senior Relationship
Manager

Steven has 20 years’
experience with NAB

and the NAB Parramatta
Business Banking. Steven
and his team are focused
on building the Parramatta
Hub into a major loan and
deposit portfolio for the
Bank.

“You can always expect more from us”

1300 888 700 beiruthellenic.com.au

Beirut Hellenic Bank Ltd ABN 44 093 488 629 AFSL & AUSTRALIAN CREDIT LICENSE NUMBER 243 444
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speed for $65 .
0288832722 waisll
Specialise in IT computer, wireless,
Telecommunication and networking

service as well as onsite repairs.
we can also provide you with Satellite

Antenna and free to air solution.
*Box Delivered only, no installation included
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Refrigerator
Primera Series

NOW
$650

o Stalnless Steel Look refrigerator

e Multi Flow Cooling System

e Full No-Frost System

e Reversible doors

¢ Quick Freezer Compartment

e |nterior Light in both Fridge & Freezer

e Freezer Door Racks

o Eumldlty Controlled Vegetable Crisper
ins

e Twist Ice Trays and Storage Bin

e Nett Total Volume 380It

Square basin and wall mixers

NOW $85 EA

o With square wide lever handle.

¢ Solid brass construction with
chrome finish.

¢ Australian Standard, 4 star
water rating (6.9L/min).

o \WELS approved.

¢ (Comes with 5 years
manufacturer’s warranty on
cartridge.

Calida Privacy Set
Complete
12 years warranty

RRP $73.00
NOW $48

RN

Advertisements

YOAY Ol ¥ ol \ 4 i

“Building or Renovating
HB are people to see”

At 5l

e 900
Frameless
Shower
Screen

=
NOW
. $450
y

e 900mm x 900mm x 1950mm

¢ 10mm thick tempered glass
(toughen glass)

¢ |ncludes hinges, brackets,
‘L’ handle, and 2 x corner
shelves.

e Complies with Australian
standard

¢ 12 months warranty

Solid Doors

RRP $480 NOW $210

Double Loaded 60 x 60
Porcelain Floor Tiles

FROM $14

Oyl 3195 | piigd & Hhone

Shadow Line Vanity
j 750mm

NOW
$240

e Finger Pull with
polyurethane cabinet
and ceramic top.

e Dimensions: 750mm
X 460mm x 540mm

Lex Toilet Suit

NOW
$250

e Available S or P Trap

e Soft Close Seat

e Back To Wall

e 4 5 Litre- 3 Litre Dual Flush
e 4 Star

Multi—furnction Shower Unit
i

_’ WAS-65490

NOW $290

¢ Square or Round

¢ Solid Brass Rail

e Australian Standard, 3 star
water rating

Laminate Timber
Flooring

NOW FROM $13

“A-‘ \

\ Il‘l

ylac S ga?‘gi.j 1Syt ).Gw‘

A 19 i Con) Adgubom ST HLLe Wl 9 sl g Lieile JS

Gally auutig 3 lllt 03S p0 L1 1959)
70 Oxford Street, Guildford NSW 2161
Phone:: 02 8724 5800 Fax:: 02 8724 5911
Website:: www.hbhome.com.au Email:: sales@hbhome.com.au
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ausirh MEGA JUNE

LEATHER
LOUNGES

CLEARANCE
FURNITURE"

o

PREMIUM
GRADE

SEASONS’ 1 ‘GOLD’

QUEEN QUILT | Queenaunr |
299 2] ONLY*359 TOPPER )11 $209

Also available: Single $299 pouble $329 King $389 Also available: Single $149 pouble $179 King $239

MATTRESS
PROTECTOR

WITH ANY . & e
SLEEPMAKER $258 'CHOICE 1' $899 SLEEPMAKER ‘ELLE’ FIRM

SINGLE MATTRESS QUEEN ENSEMBLE

MA.ITRESSES & :‘\Iso_Avai'Ialf:)Ie: ) Also Available: S f g Camfs
E N s E M B LES Choice 1’ King Single Mattress $299 (Igil:]t;elr\\nx:::;tsass :??Z A RANGE MA.ITRESSES

PURCHASED A King Ensemble  $1199 Jeehiulcs OR ENSEMBLES

*2
‘NO -NO 5 5 () MONTHS " i e

D E P O s I T I N T E R E ST bl u N TI L AU G U ST 2 o .I 6 INTEREST FREE NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE. AVAILABLE AT DOMAYNE COMPLEXES ONLY.

DOMAYNF AUBURN

— 103-123 Parramatta Rd. 8748 4200
Visit www.domayne.com.au (entrance from Station Rd carpark)

Domayne® stores are operated by independent franchisees. Ends 03/06/12. Discounts are Fing Us on
off normal ticketed prices. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. facebook. | ¥TYYNS

NV ¥ 16667

*I.$1 item and full-priced item must be purchased in the same transaction. Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details. *2. Conditions of No Deposit, No Interest for 50 months with monthly repayments: Available to approved customers on single or multiple transactions where the amount financed is $1,250
or more on GO MasterCard, GO Business MasterCard, Buyer's Edge and Gem Visa, or $2,000 on GE CreditLine, between 01/06/12 and 01/07/12. Offer available on purchases from Domayne franchisees (excludes online purchases). Minimum monthly repayments must be made during the interest free period, and interest
and repayments are payable after the interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly repayment will not pay out the loan before the end of the interest free period. Offer available on advertised or ticketed price. This notice is given under each of the GO MasterCard, GO Business MasterCard, Buyer's Edge,
Gem Visa and GE CreditLine Conditions of Use (as applicable), which specify all other conditions for this offer. A $25.00 Establishment Fee for GO MasterCard applies to new applications. The GO Business MasterCard attracts a $40 Annual Fee. Account Service fee of $4.95 per month applies for GO MasterCard, GE
Creditline and Buyer’s Edge, and $2.95 per month for GO Business MasterCard, and other fees and charges are payable. Credit is provided by GE Capital Finance Australia (ABN 42 008 583 588), trading as GE Money. Australian Credit Licence number 392145.
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Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, kack of respect, no appreciation? Hs time for

I_
L;llg! 4ade Llex TIPS Security @ S R
\/ /'
Ml BLUESTAR
change! IPS a3
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that

th b . ogiIslics
ho o et ronh S e ooy @ SeCUTiLY

relimi]l e aamll rn..-.l-n.n .-..-u-l ....-.--II n.-n..-nn-l-m..-l il el pigls
TEsidh e, Won TR | TR T PUTL U Y T

Every IPS Security employee contributes fo our . & ' ' ’
continued success-and o our long-standing reputation for i.uﬁ' ‘4 h Lb
excellence. Pw ‘w
IPS Security requires gualified applicants for a variety of P ' ' '
positions all over the Melbowne Metropolitan area. To be hﬂml Lﬁ

2 akn ot it e o aize || [.. YT e gty Joyally

= Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ﬂbb L N L. T L
#  Have dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty i . W| w m, mﬂ' mpm
= Speak fluent English Jh -! “h#
+  Have excellent presentation . HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
+ Be refiable 2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
We have the following security positions available; Tek (03) 9308 0880 Fax: {03) 9308 0506
Crowd Comntrol
(Events)

BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE |  PERTH:

#= R5A cerlificate

#  Available 7 daysinights 1M BeesleighRd | G Geoe Sireet | 68 NicDowed Sirest
Static positi .

Patrol positions Acaca Ridee, bl 4108 | e ek, 54 5107 | Welsipuol Wa 6105
We have full time, part time and casual positions

iy & Te: (07344 1400 | ek (OB} E282 685 | Tel:(08) 514765
Prl!-vinus.ﬂpplnaisneednutapply R gk o Fac (07) 3344 7500 | Fac {06} 8359 0044
No recruitment companies _ -d-l-i-" @ ‘l‘i.‘
Victoria Licence Mumber: 774-201-105
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Joladl b ey

] Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au r

PIZZA HOUSE

"First In Australia”

PP PRT) (proTr™} m,..

03¥9lg pollan by il | lgarbial
o 3 iullandly aelad!| deud b Lakc 0 -
Pizza - Pasta -
‘ o dibaadnl .. delae .. G2
gl il uﬁgul s R s
uhl.g.\.u ‘,.Lc 0 yulo wg.gdl duteklutetd G

*

i B il 58 gl




Page 25 Saturday 2 June 2012 J’ﬁgﬁﬁib,’ Yo AY Ohie ¥ ol Y 0 isndua

Melbourne 033-\-‘-"

Hatem

it DL Al 99 39heo 3130 idond| dussupo
Electrical Contracting /

¥/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
£ Registered Migration Agent

A MARN; 1174229

= FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

._ p.’.ib '&S}Q ey <als
" ON 0413 805 930.

Pk I [ KRV Tk
o ‘)'GSJ i Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

J.néﬁ‘ a..\.?ﬁ h;\-”:) Lﬂg — LS AFCentraI Immiratiqn Sglutior!s, our qualified legal experts can assist
LG"S"' uJ-GQLﬂ..\éu" Zv;tﬁ)f;gl;:gﬁ?i/?;azractlce, including

On SalS Upyd il dwsmnidl| [ SEEICH Y

" o s . - /i .

e I ol | Pt

dtdSonntd | L 19 el 3L | ‘}\52 Ly 2gSd | Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

y

A Mlas .dlelall A Fuua .. Al s AR OBug laleally dygland(g 191 aul 0 e pgad
- 3 1 *Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage

Celebrant Reg No. A11175

ag |" u’g hu *2/*‘ M *Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
T 0457555555 : @l e Jhaidt

TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686 8 yone ! 8 gt it 3 ymgl| MMolae paded o (B QS Lol | pobacnd
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Time to arm Syrian op-
position: U.S. senators

Visiting U.S. Senators, John McCain, R-Ariz., left, speaks as Joe Lieber-
man, I-Conn., listens during a press conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia, Thursday, May 31, 2012. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)

KUALA LUMPUR: Senior
U.S. senators John Mc-
Cain and Joe Lieberman
said Thursday it was time
to arm Syria’s opposition
as they expressed dis-
gust over a massacre last
week blamed on govern-
ment forces.

“It’s time to act It’s time
to give the Syrian opposi-
tion the weapons in order
to defend themselves. It’s
not a fair fight,” the Re-
publican McCain told re-
porters in the Malaysian
capital Kuala Lumpur.
McCain is in Muslim-
majority Malaysia along
with Lieberman, an inde-
pendent, for a brief visit
that included a meeting
with Prime Minister Najib
Razak on Wednesday and
other officials.

During their talks, the
pair expressed their “re-
pugnance and anger and
disgust at the behavior of
(Syrian President) Bashar
Assad and the recent
massacre of innocent
women and children”,
MccCain said.

Anger against Assad’s
regime has spiked over
a massacre last week in
which 108 people, main-
ly women and children,
were killed in the central
region of Houla.

Many Western govern-
ments ordered out senior
Syrian diplomats in an

apparently coordinated
protest at the Houla kill-
ings, but Russia criticized
the ejections as “counter-
productive”.

McCain attacked Rus-
sia and China for oppos-
ing aggressive action on
Syria, and the U.S. ad-
ministration of President
Barack Obama -- who
defeated the Republican
in the 2008 election -- for
not acting more forcefully
on the issue.

“It is shameful that the
United Nations Security
Council should again be
hindered by Russia and
China by their vetoes for
any significant action
against Syria,” he said.

“It is also embarrassing
that the United States of
America refuses to show
leadership and come to
the aid of the Syrian peo-
ple.”

Lieberman said: “In my
opinion this will not get
better until the rest of the
world at least gives the
arms to the Syrian free-
dom fighters with which
they can defend them-
selves and their fami-
lies.”

More than 13,000 people,
mostly civilians, are es-
timated by monitors to
have been killed since an
uprising erupted against
Assad’s regime in March
2011.

Mikati seeks answers in Turkey on hostages

BEIRUT: Prime Minister
Najib Mikati arrived in
Istanbul Wednesday to
hold multiple meetings
with senior Turkish of-
ficials on the case of 11
Lebanese pilgrims who
had been kidnapped in
Syria last week.

“The visit primarily aims
to follow up on the case
of the kidnapped Leba-
nese with Turkish offi-
cials and to be informed
whether there are new
developments on the mat-
ter,” Mikati told reporters
at Rafik Hariri Internation-
al Airport shortly before
departing, accompanied
by the foreign affairs and
interior ministers.

Mikati also voiced hope
that the crisis would soon
be over and that the 11
Lebanese return home.
“We hope to end this
humanitarian case and
reassure the families of
their [the hostages’] safe
return back to Lebanon,”
he said.

Speaking to The Daily
Star, Interior Minister
Marwan Charbel said
during the three-day trip
the Lebanese delegation
would also hold talks with
Turkish officials on the
ongoing developments in
the region.

Foreign Affairs Minister
Adnan Mansour told Al-
Manar television station
shortly after arriving in
Istanbul that talks would
focus on Turkish efforts
to free the hostages.
Al-Jadeed TV quoted a
Turkish Foreign Ministry
source as saying the is-
sue might be resolved
very soon.

The 11 Shiite males, who
were on their way back to
Lebanon along with their
families after a pilgrim-
age visit to Iran, were kid-
napped last week in the
northern Syrian province
of Aleppo. Women and el
derly men were set free to
return to Lebanon shortly
after the initial abduction.

But since the incident
last week, conflicting re-
ports on the whereabouts
and health of the 11 men
have emerged, but none
of these has been con-
firmed.

Mikati’s meetings will in-
clude talks with Turkish
Foreign Affairs Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu and
Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and a
number of other officials.
He is scheduled to meet
Erdogan at 8 p.m. Thurs-
day in Istanbul.
Meanwhile, President Mi-
chel Sleiman was quoted
as saying during a Cabinet
session at Baabda Palace
that the case of the Leba-
nese hostages remained
shrouded in mystery.
“Ambiguity surrounds the
case,” he said.

He expressed hope that
efforts by the Lebanese
government in relation to
the case would result in a
“happy ending.”

Health Minister Ali Hasan
Khalil also said Wednes-
day that the Turkish of-
ficials’ mediation in the
case of the kidnapping
was serious. “The recent
meeting by the Turkish
ambassador with Leba-
nese officials reflects the
seriousness of Turkey’s
solidarity in negotiations
and in the mediation to
end the case of the kid-
napped Lebanese,” said
Khalil during the Cabinet
session.

Their release had been
scheduled for last Friday,
according to Turkish of-
ficials, but for unknown
reasons they remain in
captivity.

Syrian rebel sources have
said that the captors were
demanding the release of
activists held by the Syr-
ian authorities in return
for the hostages. One
source has said that the
11 had been broken up
into groups and hidden in
different areas.

Syrian opposition figures

have distanced them-
selves from the kidnap-
ping and some said they
were seeking the hos-
tages’ release. Lebanese
political sources said that
negotiations had intensi-
fied over the past three
days and they remained
upbeat on the chances
of getting the men back
home safely.

Ministerial sources told
The Daily Star Tuesday
that efforts to release the
hostages had now been
restricted to Mikati and
Turkey.

Mikati said Tuesday An-
kara’s role was significant
in mediating an end to the
hostage saga.

Speaking at the beginning
of a Cabinet session he
chaired at the Grand Se-
rail, Mikati said contacts
with the Turkish govern-
ment to secure the hos-
tages’ release were ongo-
ing “whether directly or
through diplomatic chan-
nels.

“This is because we be-
lieve that Turkish support
in this regard is of special
significance,” he said.
Ankara’s envoy to Bei-
rut, Ambassador Inan
Ozyildiz, held separate
meetings Tuesday with
Speaker Nabih Berri, Mi-
kati and Hezbollah official
and Nabatieh MP Moham-
mad Raad.

Angry residents

block Lebanon-

Syria highway over kidnapping

Syrian soldiers walk in a field in the Syrian village of Al Arida Al Ghar-
bia as seen from the northern Lebanese village of Wadi Khaled near the
Lebanese-Syrian border April 10, 2012. (REUTERS/Omar Ibrahim)

BEIRUT: Residents of
the border town of Arida,
north Lebanon, blocked
the highway connecting
Lebanon and Syria Thurs-
day over the cross-border
kidnapping of two Leba-
nese farmers from the
nearby town of Abboud-
ieh.

The two farmers, identi-
fied as Mohammad Yass-
ine al-Meree and Hamdan
Mahdi Mohammad, were
working Wednesday on
agricultural land when
two Syrians snatched
them and whisked them
away to Syria.

The reasons for the kid-
napping were unclear.
Following news of the
abduction, relatives of
the two farmers blocked
roads in Abboudieh in
protest and urged the
government to help re-
lease them.

Hundreds of trucks and
cars have been left strand-
ed in the middle of the
highway, though security
forces are diverting traffic
to ease congestion.
Abboudieh and Arida
are the only legal border
crossings in the north be-
tween Lebanon and Syria.
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Miners warn of ‘racist innuendo’ as Pauline Hanson backs Doug
Cameron on jobs for Aussies

concessions to unions
over skilled migration in
the mining sector have in-
flamed xenophobic senti-
ments, sparking business
warnings of potential
damage to Australia’s re-
lations with its Asian trad-
ing partners.

As the Prime Minister on
wednesday night strongly
defended her policy of
putting Australian jobs
first, the mining sector
complained that “racist

innuendo”  surrounding
Labor’s new Enterprise
Migration Agreements

had taken politics to “a
new low”.

Former Queensland La-
bor treasurer Keith De
Lacy, a former Macar-
thur Coal chairman, said
“a fair bit of xenopho-
bia” had underpinned
the debate over EMAs,
while the chief executive
of the Australian Mines
and Metals Association,
Steve Knott, likened it to
the debate over the White
Australia policy. And in
an address to the Miner-
als Council of Australia’s
annual dinner last night,
Rio Tinto managing direc-
tor David Peever warned
against the dangers of di-
visiveness.

While the opposition
yesterday demanded the
Prime Minister pull her
backbench into line or
risk alienating Asian gi-
ants including China and
Japan, former federal MP
Pauline Hanson told The
Australian that mining
sector jobs had to be re-
served for Australians.
The former One Nation
leader declared she had
“grave concerns” about
EMAs, as north Queen-
sland independent MP
Bob Katter warned on his
website: “Most Austra-
lians do not believe our
country should be run by
foreign interests who are
determined to enforce a

master-slave situation

and undermine our work-
ers’ wages.”

The highly charged rheto-
ric follows Immigration
Minister Chris Bowen’s
decision last week to al-
low the Roy Hill iron ore
project in Western Aus-
tralia’s Pilbara - which
is 10 per cent owned by
Gina Rinehart’s Hancock
Prospecting - to hire up to
1700 foreign workers for
the proposed $9.5 billion
mine’s construction.
Despite the design of
EMAs having been settled
months previously, Ms
Gillard told union officials
last Friday she was “furi-
ous” about the Roy Hill
EMA and on Tuesday she
agreed to the formation
of a Labor caucus com-
mittee to oversee Mr Bo-
wen’s handling of future
agreements.

Yesterday, the debate took
a fresh turn as business
leaders and the opposi-
tion warned that Labor
had opened the door to
a rise in xenophobic and
racist sentiment. Point-
ing to comments from Mr
Katter and Labor MPs in-
cluding Kelvin Thomson
and Doug Cameron, they
said the debate about for-
eign labour had taken a
distasteful turn that was
against Australia’s inter-
ests.

Mr De Lacy attacked the
involvement of the Labor
caucus committee, de-
claring the government
had already taken two
years to work out EMAs,
which can be awarded to
mega-projects with more
than $2bn in investment
and 1500 employees. “It
is just economic vandal-
ism to fiddle with it in
this way for all the wrong
reasons,” Mr De Lacy told
The Australian.

“And the wrong reasons
are: it’s not as though
there’s people there;
there’s a fair bit of xeno-
phobia involved with it.

It just proves once again
that the resources sec-
tor increasingly is feel-
ing that it is being treated
as the enemy. “Are we
the only country in the
world that treats as the
enemy that sector driving
the economy and driving
prosperity? ”

Mr Knott accused crit-
ics of the agreements of
resorting to “racist innu-
endo” that he likened to
the debate over the White
Australia policy. “The
embarrassing  political
discourse  surrounding
Australia’s need for a tar-
geted migration policy to
address peak construc-
tion labour demands has
taken politics to a new
low,” he said.

“We’re deeply concerned
a number of our elected
politicians appear to have
joined the current cam-
paign of negativity, lies
and self-interested fear-
mongering, complete with
recurring misinforma-
tion about migrant rates
of pay and sub-standard
treatment.

“The racist innuendo and
slurs against these work-
ers is abhorrent and divi-
sive, and must stop.”

Mr Peever last night told
the MCA dinner that “di-
visiveness can have no
future in the vibrant Aus-
tralia to which we aspire,
where all Australians can
be better off and continue
to enjoy the unique fruits
of this great land”.
“Mining has a pivotal role
to play in creating this
future for all Australians
and for our country,” he
said. “Complacency and
inadequate understand-
ing of the drivers for the
sector are our enemies.”
Howard government for-
eign minister Alexander
Downer said the reaction
from the unions and some
elements of the Labor
Party to the EMA was a
profound embarrassment

for Australia.

“It was a really ugly out-
break of xenophobia, and
if Australia wants to work
with Asia and work with
its region, it’s got to get
over this sort of behav-
iour,” he said.

Opposition foreign affairs
spokeswoman Julie Bish-
op said she believed La-
bor MPs, including Sena-
tor Cameron, had framed
their recent comments
about the EMA to appeal
to racist and xenophobic
sentiment.

“It sends a very poor mes-
sage to our region that we
don’t welcome foreign
workers,” she said.
“These projects will not
go ahead unless we are
able to access workers
from overseas. We should
be welcoming them.”

Ms Bishop said Ms Gillard
should reprimand mem-
bers of her caucus for
resorting to “inflamma-
tory and racist language”.
Ms Gillard said last night
Australia would always
need skilled workers and
that demand would in-
crease as the economy
continued to grow.

“While grappling with
that challenge, Labor will
do what we have always
done - put Australian jobs
first,” the Prime Minister
said through her spokes-
man.

“This is an important poli-
cy matter, and the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition
shouldn’t be trying to ex-
ploit it. If the Liberal Party
genuinely cared about
Australian  jobs, they
would join with the gov-
ernment in supporting the
Australian car industry;
the Australian steel indus-
try; as well as the retail
sector, through tax cuts
and cash payments.”
South Australian inde-
pendent senator Nick Xe-
nophon warned that while
he welcomed skilled mi-
grants, it was fair for peo-

ple to ask whether poli-
cies were configured
to ensure that Austra-

lians were given every
opportunity to access
work.

No comfort for

miners in PM’s

class-war speech, says Coalition

A SPEECH by Julia Gillard
to mining bosses made it
clear that Labor contin-
ues to see the resources
sector as a “cash cow”,
the opposition says.

The Prime Minister blunt-
ly told mining industry
chiefs last night that “you
don’t own the minerals”,
and they simply bought
the right to mine them.
Opposition resources
spokesman lan Macfar-
lane said the provoca-
tive speech was another
class-based attack by La-
bor.

“What the industry want-
ed to hear was that these
class war attacks on min-
ers are going to end,” he
said.

“Instead, she made it clear
the government continues
to see the mining industry
as a cash cow. She gave
the industry no comfort at
all.””

Ms Gillard also failed to
mention that, under the
constitution, the nation’s
mineral resources were
owned by the states, he
said.

Minerals Council chief
Mitch Hooke said mining
companies accepted they
did not own the nation’s
resources, and they paid
an effective marginal tax
rate of A2 per cent for the
privilege of digging them
up.

“We’ve never contested
that. It's the reason why
we accept that we pay a
much higher tax rate than
everywhere else,” he told
ABC radio.

Mr Hooke said mining
companies were more
concerned with having a
better relationship with
government to get min-

erals out of the ground
more efficiently.

“It’s never been a ques-
tion of ownership. It’s
never been a contest of
ownership. What we’re
about is how you get a
productive joint venture
arrangement between us
who are developing the
minerals and the govern-
ment who owns them.”
Ms Gillard told guests
at a Minerals Council of
Australia dinner that no
one begrudged miners’
hard work and success,
but ordinary Australians
worked hard too and de-
served their share of the
wealth created by the re-
source.

“Governments only sell
you the right to mine the
resource,” she said. “A
resource we hold in trust
for a sovereign people.
They own it and they de-
serve their share.”

Labor senator Doug
Cameron = commended
Ms Gillard for her “ter-
rific” speech but said he
wasn’t so impressed by
those from mining boss-
es.

“l think the speeches
from some of the Miner-
als Council people were
a bit as if they were in a
parallel universe,” he told
reporters.

“It’s as if the mining indus-
try is down on its knees
and (that) we shouldn’t
share the benefits of the
mining industry.”
He said the
should “get real”.
“This is an industry that’s
getting all the benefits of
a stable economy. It’s by
far time that the rest of
the community shares in
the boom.”

industry
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Beirut Hellenic Bank celebrates
Northcote Branch

Open Day

S

(L-R) Mr George Kallianis, Mr James Wakim, Mr Chris Moutzikis, Mr Theo-
haris Alaveras, Mr Michael Marangoudakis, Mr Manthos Kokkinakis & Mr

John Atzarakis

(L-R)Nazih Elasmar MP, Mr Soteris Hadjikyriacou, Mr James Wakim, Mr
Chris Moutzikis and Mrs Maria vamvakinou

Local Greek customers

Beirut Hellenic Bank has
celebrated it's Northcote
Branch Open Day on Friday,
25 May, in the presence of
a large number of existing
and potential customers, as
well as political and public
figures from the Greek and
Lebanese communities in
Melbourne.

“We convey our apprecia-
tion to the Greek Community
in Melbourne for their loyalty
to the Bank after rebranding
as Beirut Hellenic Bank. We
assure you that Beirut Hel-
lenic Bank will be always
supporting the local com-
munities by providing them
with superior banking prod-
ucts and services to enable
them to meet their financial
objectives and help their
families here and in their
motherland,” said Mr James
Wakim, Managing Director &
CEO of the Bank.

Mrs Maria Vamvakinou MP
stressed, “Having two com-
munities, Greek and Leba-
nese, represented in Beirut
Hellenic Bank makes us
proud. We welcome the new
formation of the Bank and we
look forward to getting the
broader community involved
in alternative banking, which
reflects a solid and reliable
competition in the Australian
Financial Market, as well as
the diversity in this coun-
try.”

Also in attendance was Mr
Nazih Elasmar MP who con-
gratulated Beirut Hellenic
Bank for its excellent service
and its contribution to the
development of the commu-
nity, especially by creating
new job opportunities.

Mr Wakim offered Mrs Vam-
vakinou and Mr Elasmar an
olive tree on behalf of Beirut
Hellenic Bank.

Abbott flees as Thomson votes with Coalition

The exiled Labor MP
Craig Thomson sent Co-
alition MPs running for
the doors morning as
they sought to negate his
support when he voted
with the opposition.

In extraordinary scenes
just after 9am, the op-
position tried to suspend
standing orders to debate
the issue of debt.

The government moved
to gag the debate and
Mr Thomson, who has
always voted with La-
bor since being exiled a
month ago, instead joined
the other crossbenchers
who, on principle, never
support a gag motion.
The Leader of the Op-
position, Tony Abbott,
and the manager of op-
position business, Chris-
topher Pyne, made for
the doors but Mr Abbott
was ordered back by the
Speaker, Anna Burke,
because it was too late
to leave. His vote was
counted.

A fleet-footed Mr Pyne
made it out before be-
ing noticed by Ms Burke,
thereby negating Mr
Thomson'’s vote.

Despite the fact that the
House live minutes show
Mr Abbott did vote in the
first vote this morning, Mr
Abbott would not confirm
that he was in the cham-
ber for the vote.

“Im not going to go into
the precise details of
who was what where,” he
said.

Greens Leader Christine
Milne said Mr Abbott’s
behaviour demonstrated
that he could not be re-
garded as a responsible
candidate for the prime
ministership.

“You’re not allowed to
run out of the House
when a vote is called,”
Senator Milne said.

Back in the house, Labor
again tried to gag the Co-
alition motion to debate
debt and Mr Thomson
voted with the Coalition
a second time. This time,

Mr Pyne returned to the
house, but sat in the ad-
viser’'s box and did not
vote, while Mr Abboit
stayed in his office in
protest.

Mr Thomson taunted Mr
Abbott, saying he should
cross the floor and sit on
the Labor side “if he is
truly negating my vote”.
Another gag was called
at 9.45am, and another
at 9.55am. Mr Thomson
voted with the Coalition
a third time and fourth
time.

Mr Abbott’s abstention
was designed to negate
Mr Thomson’s vote and
reinforce his principle
that the Coalition would
never accept his support
on anything.

The opposition does not
want to ever accept Mr
Thomson’s vote, fearing
it could create a prec-
edent in which it may
have to grant him a pair
in case he takes extend-
ed leave from the Parlia-
ment, thus negating any
numerical advantage it
would achieve from his
absence.

Mr Abbott has also been
demanding the govern-
ment never accept Mr
Thomson’s vote, claim-
ing it is tainted.

Sitting in his office while
the numbers were being
counted, Mr Abbott told
the National Times Labor
should refuse to accept
Mr Thomson’s vote just
as John Howard used to
refuse the turncoat sena-
tor Mal Colston’s vote by
having a Coalition sena-
tor abstain.

He said the Coalition
would never be trapped
into having to grant Mr
Thomson a pair.

“We don’t give pairs to
independents and we will
never accept Thomson’s
vote under any circum-
stances,” he said.

Mr Abbott later said that
Mr Thomson’s decision
to side with the Coalition
was a stunt.

“It was obviously a stunt
orchestrated by Craig
Thomson, Anthony Al-
banese and the govern-
ment,” Mr Abbott told re-
porters in Canberra.

The Opposition Leader
said his hasty exit from
the chamber was to pre-
vent the Coalition accept-
ing Mr Thomson’s vote.
“Christopher Pyne and |
suddenly realised he was
in the chamber,” he said.
“As soon as it became it

apparent [that Mr Thom-
son was siding with the
Coalition we] absented
ourselves from the cham-
ber,” Mr Abbott said.

The Opposition Leader
said the Coalition would
“absent one of our mem-
bers” whenever Mr Thom-
son chooses to vote with
the Coalition and called
on Prime Minister Julia
Gillard to do the same
thing: “this is a tainted
vote”.

Government

secures

generator sale

THE government has se-
cured a big win before the
state budget, confirming
they have the support to
pass the sale of electric-
ity generators on wednes-
day.

The Premier Barry
O’Farrell brokered a deal
with key unions and the
Shooters and Fishers
party on Tuesday night to
ensure legislation to sell
the generators passes the
upper house on wednes-
day.

The win for the govern-
ment is expected to pour
between $3-5 billion into
the state coffers.

When the legislation is be-
fore the upper house, the
Shooters Party will vote
with the government, but
will ask for some amend-
ments.

But the premier is fac-
ing accusations from the
Labor opposition and
the Greens that the deal
was sketchy because
the Shooters were also
offered an extension
of shooting in national
parks.

Along with the announce-
ment of the historic elec-
tricity sale, the Premier
said feral animal shooting
would be allowed in 19 of
the states 199 national
parks - including Ko-
sciusko and Barrington
Tops.

Mr O’Farrell denied that

he had backed down on
an election commitment,
and said the state needed
the money to build infra-
structure.

“The sale is expected to
generate gross proceeds
of around $3 billion which
will go toward critical
road, school and hospital
projects across NSW, with
at least a third directed to-
wards regional areas,” Mr
O’Farrell said.

If Mr O’Farrell had also
managed to sell the elec-
tricity poles and wires, he
could add up to $30 bil-
lion to that.

He said he would not con-
sider doing this until he
had a “mandate”, Opposi-
tion leader John Robert-
son warned that the elec-
tricity sale could result in
soaring power bills.

“As we approach win-
ter, families across the
State are already hav-
ing difficulty meeting the
rising costs of heating
their homes and Barry
O’Farrell’s broken prom-
ise on electricity priva-
tisation will only make
things worse.

Greens MP David Shoe-
bridge said the deal was
sickening.

“Nobody voted in Barry
O’Farrell to deliver a gun
culture in NSW and his sup-
porters must be sickened
by these latest moves,” Mr
Shoebridge said.
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Mass brawl erupts in front

The fight started outside the Goldfish Bowl Hotel, and end-
ed after a running battle into Bayswater Road. Picture: Bill
Hearne

A MASS brawl erupted
on the streets of Syd-
ney’s red light district

on Wednesday night
with punches and kicks
thrown between two
groups, with one group
reported to be Austra-
lian defence force per-
sonnel.

One group were seen
wearing red and black
baseball caps and
were of dark complex-
ion, while the other
was made up of pre-
dominately Caucasian
males.

The Caucasian group
were Australian ser-
vicemen out of Rich-
mond. Early reports
said the other group
were members of the
US Air Force. This has
now been denied by
NSW Police.

The fight exploded out
the front of exclusive
nightspot, Goldfish, on
Darlinghurst Rd, Kings
Cross before 5am.

It's alleged the two
groups had a disagree-
ment inside Kings
Cross McDonalds ear-
lier in the night.

It started with a verbal
altercation until a man
of dark complexion al-
legedly throws a stray
punch at one of the
Caucasian men.

An attacker was alleg-
edly seen using a belt
as a whip.

At the height of the ex-
change one Caucasian
man in a blue shirt be-
gins sprinting away
from his attacker.

He was chased over
the roadway and down
an adjacent street.

The fight quickly es-
calates into a running
battle.

A police van arrived at
the scene just as the
groups dispersed, but
15mins later two of the
brawlers wearing base-
ball caps returned to
Darlinghurst St.

Two men, aged 20 and
21, were handcuffed,
searched and taken
into custody by patrol-
ling officers.

Police took statements
from a number of peo-
ple and are continuing
with their investiga-
tions.

Newspoll: Prime Minister Julia Gil-
lard now leads Tony Abboatt as Aus-
tralia’s preferred leader

LABOR MPs need to show
“courage and conviction”
in the lead-up to the 2013
election, according to Ju-
lia Gillard, who says they
can win the campaign.

In a caucus meeting on
tuesday morning the
Prime Minister rallied her
troops, while revealing
the current period was
“one of the hardest peri-
ods politically for the gov-
ernment”’.

“Over the next 500 days
we need to show courage
and conviction,” Ms Gil-
lard told MPs during this
morning’s caucus meet-
ing in parliament.

The PM told colleagues
last week had been “a
hard week in parliament”.
On Monday last week em-
battled MP Craig Thom-
son, who has been sus-
pended from the Labor
Party, delivered an emo-
tional one-hour state-
ment to the parliament
defending himself against
claims he misused almost
$500,000 in members’
funds on escort services,
cash withdrawals and
electioneering when he
was head of the Health
Services Union.

Ms Gillard told colleagues
today that “it was clear”
that a union had “let peo-
ple down”.

“It’s also clear that as hu-
man beings people felt
that there had been a
difficult week looking at
what had occurred in the
parliament,” Ms Gillard
told MPs.

“With regards to the is-
sues around Craig Thom-
son, everything that can
be said has been said, ei-
ther for or against.”

Ms Gillard said it was now
time for parliament to
move on to “what parlia-
ment should be discuss-

ing”.

The Australian revealed
today Labor’'s primary
vote has risen two points
to 32 per cent - now five

points higher than it was

at the start of May - while
the coalition’s primary
vote rose one point to 46
per cent.

In rare good news for
the Prime Minister she
now leads Mr Abbott as
the country’s preferred
leader, while her person-
al rating with voters has
improved and her dissat-
isfaction rating has also
fallen - albeit to a still high
60 per cent.

The news wasn’t as good
for Mr Abbott, who suf-
fered a drop in his satis-
faction rating while dis-
satisfaction with the way
he’s doing his job jumped
to 60 per cent - his high-
est figure ever recorded.
Even so the coalition is
still comfortably ahead of
Labor on a two-party pre-
ferred basis, 54 to 46 per
cent.

Senior Labor frontbench-
er Bill Shorten said he be-
lieved the government’s
positive message “will
always in the long run
trump being negative”,
while fellow frontbencher
David Bradbury said the
public had formed an
adverse opinion “about
how negative (Mr Abbott)
bloke had become”.
However senior opposi-
tion frontbencher Scott
Morrison laughed off a
suggestion that Mr Ab-
bott might be challenged
as leader.

“The best days under Ju-
lia Gillard are still worse
than the worst days under
Kevin Rudd,” he said on
tuesday morning.

Veteran Labor senator
Doug Cameron said the
government’s poll results
were “still abysmal, but
they’re getting better”.
Australian Greens MP
Adam Bandt said he was
pleased that even after
Bob Brown retired as
leader “our vote is hold-
ing up”.

The Greens’ primary vote
remained steady at 12 per
cent.

Oakeshott defends politi-
cal standards

Independent MP Andrew
Wilkie says the antics
of Liberal MPs trying to
leave the Parliament to
avoid a vote with Craig
Thomson is poor prac-
tice.

Politicians are doing
some good, alongside
“poking tongues” out at
each other, federal inde-
pendent MP Rob Oake-
shott insists.

The key crossbencher
said Australia has lost
perspective on political
debate, not only in parlia-
ment but in coffee shops
around the country.
Television cameras show
Opposition Leader Tony
Abbott running for the
exit at Parliament House
on wednesday.
Parliamentary standards
are again in the spotlight
after Opposition Leader
Tony Abbott and man-
ager of coalition busi-
ness Christopher Pyne
on wednesday ran for the
exits when suspended
Labor MP Craig Thomson
decided to vote for the
first time with the coali-
tion. Their aim was to ne-
gate Mr Thomson’s vote.
Amid a media fallout, Mr
Oakeshott said the nega-
tive portrayal of politics
in the country was over-
done.

“If you listened to pub-
lic policy discourse right
now and nothing else,
you would think that our
parliament is worse than
Papua New Guinea, our
economy worse than
Greece, our electricity
system worse than North
Korea,” he told ABC Tele-
vision.

“This perspective ques-
tion ... is something we all
need to have a good hard
think about it.”

The hung parliament had
been a force for good
in many ways and had
achieved outcomes that
never would have hap-
pened under a majority

arrangement, Mr Oake-
shott said.

“We are also seeing pri-
vate members bills at a
level no Commonwealth
parliament in history has
been able to get up - that
is the community’s voice
being heard.”

Federal Communications
Minister Stephen Con-
roy has denied the ALP
was involved in the vote
that saw Mr Abbott try
to sprint from the lower
house.

Senator Conroy denied
that the spectacle was
a stunt orchestrated by
the ALP’s Leader of the
House Anthony Alba-
nese.

“He (Mr Albanese) was
just laughing about it ...
the alternate prime min-
ister sprinting for the
door, fighting his way
past his own members,”
Senator Conroy told the
Nine Network.

“He literally said to me:
‘l had no idea what was
going on.””

Meanwhile, Mr Pyne de-
fended his decision to
bolt for the door.

Mr Pyne and Opposi-
tion Leader Tony Abbott
dashed to exclude them-
selves from the floor,
attempting to neutralise
the advantage Mr Thom-
son’s vote would have

given them.
“We think it’s a very im-
portant principle that

Craig Thomson’s vote
should not be counted,”
Mr Pyne told the Seven
Network.

“We will not accept Craig
Thomson’s vote.”

Mr Pyne said any time
Craig Thomson tried
to vote with the coali-
tion, the party would
send someone out of the
house.

“If he votes with us, | will
sit, or somebody will sit
in the advisers’ box, or
leave the chamber, so
his vote doesn’t count.”
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