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@ 4iig Wl IPS Security @
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy
change! IPS Q-\H
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (49 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. **
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for @M
excellence. =
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of i Y
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be 2.2 b ‘,‘
suitable to join our team you must: - -
e Hold a first Aid certificate ot 4'.‘.'!"""
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence . """
o @S9
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty - .
e Speak fluent English J : ’3 e
e Have excellent presentation %y‘ L‘}ﬂ‘
e Be reliable 5 e .
We have the following security positions available; JML.’ dalnd
Crowd Control - e
(Events) Awdlee
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions sk sk sk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions e % e
available. 4 o>
Previous Applicants need not apply - 49194 0
No recruitment companies | 8 “'\33
Master License No: 409566317 deall &
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jaladd! B geiag

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au
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Barry gets blasted

THE Arabic media is certainly not
happy about Premier Barry
O’Farrell’s upcoming trip to
Lebanon on May 13.

A letter sent to the Premier by a
range of outlets slams Mr O’Farrell
and his Communities Minister Victor
Dominello, for an *‘offensive’’
invitation for them to attend the trip.

The letter, which is also published
in the Middle East Times, calls the
Process used to select the community
leaders as ““farcical’’ and ‘“smacks of
Third World processes which we left

behind when we came to Australia.

‘“It is demeaning to the dignity of
the office of the Premier of New
South Wales and indicates that office
is out of touch with what is going on
in the community,”’ the letter says.
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(PERFECT INCOME TAX P / L)
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Safwat Arfan - Sayed
Manager
(B. Comm., FTMA, AIM, FTIA)
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D oMAYNE AUBUR

FRANC

ORDERS, EX-DISPLAY
DAMAGED LOUNGES AND
DINING SETTINGS)

77 MONTHS \*eSic iaiees

INTEREST FREE" UNTIL OCTOBER 2013

Interest free not available online. Available at Domayne® complexes only.

DOMAYNE AUBURN

Visit www.domayne.com.au 103-123 Parramatta Rd. 8748 4200
Domayne® stores are operated by independent franchisees. facebook.

Ends 17/05/12. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. (e ntrance fl"om StatiOn Rd Cal"park)

Discounts off normal tickted prices.

anv 9981t

*|. Conditions of No Deposit, No Interest, No Repayments until October 2013: Available to approved customers on single or multiple transactions where the amount financed is $300 or more, on GO MasterCard, GO Business MasterCard, Buyer’s Edge, Gem Visa and GE CreditLine between 03/05/12 and
21/05/12. Offer available on purchases from Domayne franchisees (excludes Apple and Miele products, and online purchases). Offer available on advertised or ticketed price. This notice is given under each of the GO MasterCard, GO Business MasterCard, Buyer’s Edge, Gem Visa and GE Creditline Conditions
of Use (as applicable), which specify all other conditions for this offer. A $25.00 Establishment Fee for GO MasterCard applies to new applications. The GO Business MasterCard attracts a $40 Annual Fee. Account Service fee of $4.95 per month applies for GO MasterCard, GE Creditline and Buyer’s Edge,
and $2.95 per month for GO Business MasterCard and other fees and charges are payable. Credit is provided by GE Capital Finance Australia (ABN 42 008 583 588), trading as GE Money. Australian Credit Licence number 392145.
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Melbourne O gbe

L
.. dilea IPS Security .. T
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken

promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy o B L U E S T A R
change! IPS g-\ﬂ
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business

iness. . . 0 g i1stics
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (a8 Secur ltY

reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. bl
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)ﬁ'.d" ' " h Y : Lb’
excellence. Pw. M
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of Yo B ¢ ' '
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be i d‘

suitable to join our team you must:
e Hold a first Aid certificate

S e aj,m, il

LR *”e

e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘:“ “S‘jbb
*

e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s W .
e Speak fluent English J"u‘ﬁ o>

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE

e Have excellent presentation :\*quﬂ ’M‘ﬂ‘
. Bereliable . 2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
. N . lawl Aol
We have the following security positions available; DLk Tet (03) 9308 0880 - Fax: {03) 9308 0506

Crowd Control

(Events) dwdlie

e RSA certificate

BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE |  PERTH:

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions kkk
Patrol positions

We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.

A1\ BesaleighR | GGeomeSheet | 68 McDovel Sireet
Acacia i, 0 4108 | Green Fieks, 54 7107 | Welspeol Wa 6106
Te: (07} XA T400 | Tek {OR) £282 6AG5 | Te:(08) 51 4765

““..

.ddgdga o

Prev;\cl)us Applicants need not apply Fc (07) 3344 7500 | Fac (08} 8350 0044
0 recruitment companies y
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S ..dna-" gﬁ 48)

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolad| (2 Buag

_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au r

ZZA HOUSE

"First In Australia

Rt (B (T oM (ueied Ao
cudtosle - Choliaw - Gauly - (g 02299 pollan b dl! lgarlial
4 Joud lladly aniod| deas b Lels © +
o dalaalsl L. Walae L. B
adlla .. deas
u'é'-e-w u-|-= 6 il uns-wd' oty 5o

*

Steak - Seafood
2\.\“.@.&." dwgld | ‘239.’.\3.& Gt 21 LS|
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TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686
MOB: 0417 949 650

— S
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it DL Al 99 39heo 3130 idond| dussupo

gy I 9/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
SS9 Registered Migration Agent

| MARN; 1174229

& = | FORALL ENQUIRIES
\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

~ ON 0413 805 930.

k| Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal experts can assist

with all areas of practice, including

*Permanent Visas

*Temporary Visas

*Citizenship

*Visa Cancellation

*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O3 g Cfakeadiy daglaztfg 719 ) @l po dbaim) pgdd
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@ yf ks Jhaidh

5l 5 e a1 e g e B S5l
0413805930 @ ke o Gl kg
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33 - 37 High St, Preston VIC 3072
Tel: 03 9484 4999
Fax: 03 94844566
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303 Sydney Rd, COBURG VIC
Tel:039354 2340

almaza Beer

One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon
~ now In Australia »
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To stock in your restaurant
call Classica PL on

03 9383 5222
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World News

At least 29 killed in Damascus blasts: Syrian health minister

Syrians inspect damages at the site of twin blasts in Damascus on May 10, 2012. (AFP PHOTO/
LOUAI BESHARA,)

People and security personnel try to remove a car from an explosion site in Damascus May 10, 2012. (REUTERS/Sana

DAMASCUS: Two powerful
blasts rocked Damascus
killing at least 29 during
morning rush hour Thurs-
day, Syrian health minister
said, as U.N. leader Ban Ki-
moon warned of a looming
civil war in Syria.

“Two explosions caused
by terrorists took place on
the freeway in the south of
Damascus,” the television
said, adding that the blasts
occurred “as people were
heading to work and chil-
dren to school.”

The blasts took place in
front of a multi-story secu-
rity building, the facade of
which was destroyed along
with several surrounding
residential buildings, an
AFP correspondent at the
site reported.

Television showed grue-
some images, includ-
ing the charred hand of
a woman on a steering
wheel, her gold bracelets
dangling from her wrist.
Other burnt and mangled
bodies lay in the street
amid the carcasses of

smouldering vehicles.
There was no immediate
breakdown on the number
of people killed and those
wounded, but state televi-
sion said most of the casu-
alties were civilians.

A crater three meters (10
feet) wide was caused by
one of the explosions, the
AFP correspondent re-
ported.

Major  General Robert
Mood, chief of a U.N. ob-
server mission in Syria,
visited the site to survey
the aftermath, the televi-
sion said.

The attacks came a day af-
ter the Norwegian general
escaped unharmed when
a roadside bomb exploded
as he led a team of U.N. ob-
servers into the southern
flashpoint city of Daraa.
Ten Syrian soldiers es-
corting them were hurt in

Wednesday’s  bombing,
according to the latest re-
ports.

Mood said that attack was
‘a graphic example of vio-
lence that the Syrian peo-

ple” were suffering on a
daily basis.

The blasts come despite a
U.N.-backed ceasefire that
went into effect on April
12 with the aim of ending
14 months of bloodshed
in Syria.

The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, a Britain-
based monitoring group,
said Thursday’s explo-
sions targeted an intelli-
gence services base in Da-
mascus. It said at least one
of the blasts was caused
by a car bomb.

Damascus has been the
target of a number of
bombs in past months as
President Bashar Assad
faces a revolt against his
regime which his forces
are attempting to crush.

A deadly suicide bombing
at Zein al-Abidin mosque in
the capital’s central Midan
district on April 27 Killed
11 people and wounded
dozens, according to a toll
given at the time by state
media.

Commenting after

A handout picture from the Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) shows a truck burning at the site
of twin blasts in Damascus on May 10, 2012. (AFP PHOTO | HO | SANA)
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Syrians inspect damages at the site of twin blasts in Damascus on May 10, 2012. (AFP PHOTO/
LOUAI BESHARA)

Wednesday’s Daraa at-
tack, UN. leader Ban Ki-
moon warned Syria’s gov-
ernment and opposition
there is only a “brief win-
dow” to avoid civil war and
indicated the future of the
ceasefire monitoring mis-
sion was in doubt.
Highlighting an “alarm-
ing upsurge” of roadside
bombs, alongside govern-
ment attacks, Ban said in
New York that both sides
‘must realise that we have
a brief window to stop the
violence, a brief opportuni-
ty to create an opening for
political engagement be-
tween the government and
those seeking change.”
He also warned that such
bombings cast doubt on
the future of the mission
set up to monitor a truce
brokered by U.N.-Arab
League envoy Kofi Annan
that officially started on
April 12 but has not been
heeded.

The attack was “a testa-
ment to the difficulty and

the danger” of the observer
mission, the U.N. chief told
the General Assembly.
Both sides “must real-
ize that we have a brief
window to stop the vio-
lence, a brief opportunity
to create an opening for
political engagement be-
tween the government and
those seeking change,” he
warned.

If the violence did not
stop, Ban said he feared
‘a full-scale civil war with
catastrophic effects within
Syria and across the re-
gion.”

The Observatory says that
almost 12,000 people,
mostly civilians, have been
killed in Syria since the
revolt, inspired by Arab
Spring uprisings, broke
out in March last year.
About 800 of them have
died since a U.N.-backed
truce was supposed to
have taken effect on April
12.

The opposition Syrian Na-
tional Council accused the

regime of being behind the
Daraa blast.

“We believe the regime is
using these tactics to try
to push the observers out
amid popular demands to
increase their numbers,”
SNC executive committee
member Samir Nashar told
AFP.

Annan told the U.N. Secu-
rity Council on Tuesday
the priority in Syria was
“to stop the killing,” and
expressed concern that
torture, mass arrests and
other human rights viola-
tions were intensifying.
Annan plans to visit Da-
mascus for a second time
in the coming weeks, his
spokesman said, though
this depended on events
on the ground.

The envoy said the current
observers on the ground
“have had a calming ef-
fect” and the deployment
by the end of the month of
a 300-strong team would
see a “much greater im-
pact.”
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Kesrouan gears up early for 2013 polls

Former Interior Minister Ziyad Baroud. (The Daily Star)

JOUNIEH, Lebanon:
Though the parliamentary
elections are scheduled
for over one year from
now, electoral maneuver-
ing in the form of discuss-
ing likely candidate lists
and potential alliances
is already running at full
steam in Kesrouan.
Sources close to indepen-
dent politicians in Kes-
rouan said that a lunch
a few days ago brought
together former MP Man-
sour Bone and Wissam
Baroudi, an engineer and
newcomer to the political
arena, who is the son-in-
law of President Michel
Sleiman.

The meeting dispelled
reports of a dispute be-
tween the two. During the
lunch, they discussed
potential candidates who
could be included on an
electoral list spearheaded
by the two men, as well
as potential alliances that
could be formed.

Bone and Baroudi
touched on the possi-
bility of seeing the list
include, in addition to
themselves, former Interi-
or Minister Ziyad Baroud
and Neamat Frem, who
heads the Association of
Lebanese Industrialists,
leaving the fifth seat for
a candidate who could be
backed by both the Leba-
nese Forces and the Ka-
taeb [Phalange] Party.
Meanwhile, the path of
former MP Farid Haikal
Khazen, who served with
Michel Aoun’s Change
and Reform Bloc, remains
undetermined.

This attitude complicates
an already tense situa-
tion, since Khazen’s re-

lationship with Aoun and
the current MPs in the re-
gion cooled after the for-
mer lawmaker expressed
his belief that the Free
Patriotic Movement lead-
er and his parliamentary
bloc should be held re-
sponsible for the pollu-
tion caused by the Zouk
power plant and destruc-
tive sand quarries.
Although Aoun’s Change
and Reform bloc took all
five of Kesrouan’s seats
in the 2009 elections,
the Lebanese Forces has
strong support there and
is enjoying a noticeable
increase in popularity.
While support for the LF
is on the rise, if there is
a joint list of independent
candidates and March
14 candidates, the party
could be willing to give
its seat to a Kataeb can-
didate.

As for the Kataeb, the
party is open to the pos-
sibility of cooperating
with the LF to back one
candidate on a joint list of
independents and March
14 candidates. Names
being mentioned for
this spot include Sejaan

Qazzi, Sami Khoueiri,
Shaker Salameh and
Salim Sayegh.

Coming off its electoral
sweep in 2009, the FPM is
nonetheless contemplat-
ing making changes to its
ticket for 2013 by replac-
ing one or two names.

Although MP Gilberte
Zouein has become
known for her extremely
rare public appearances
in Parliament, she is un-
likely to be replaced due
to the strength of ground-
level support she enjoys

as the representative of a
leading Kesrouan family.
Youssef Khalil, who is
backed by a prominent
family, is likely assured a
slot as is Farid Elias Kha-
zen, whom Aoun consid-
ers a key player.

This leaves Neamatallah
Abi Nasr as the weakest
candidate.

There is also the possibil-
ity that the FPM will reach
out to the leading inde-
pendents, Baroud and
Frem.

But it remains unclear
whether they would take
up the party’s offer, and
Baroud is still seen as an
ally of President Michel
Sleiman, a chief target
of criticism by the FPM
leader.

It also remains a possi-
bility that Aoun himself
will not run in the 2013
elections in Kesrouan for
the simple reason that it
is possible he could find
himself the sole winner
on a FPM list. This result
would, despite a personal
victory, show the loss of
popularity his party has
suffered in recent years.
Baroud is taking a cau-
tious approach to the
elections, while for Frem,
adding his name to the
FPM list or a jointly spon-
sored list would give it
a significant advantage,
meaning that all sides are
vying to lure him to their
side.

Sources close to the pres-
ident say he could back a
list if it truly advocates
policies that transcend
the current political di-
vide. Otherwise, he will
not give public backing.
Bkirki too has influence in
the coming election, and
many people remember
how then-Maronite Patri-
arch, Cardinal Nasrallah
Sfeir backed March 14 in
2009, garnering the coali-
tion more votes, though
not victory.

Meanwhile, if the feud be-
tween Sleiman and Aoun
continues, Maronite Pa-
triarch Beshara Rai’s po-
sition could prove even
more influential, observ-
ers believe.

New Israeli coalition confronts first challenge

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM:
A controversial practice
that has allowed tens of
thousands of young ultra-
Orthodox men to avoid
compulsory military ser-
vice has emerged as a
looming test for Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu’s new coalition gov-
ernment - and one that
could create major may-
hem in the Jewish state.
Facing a court-ordered
deadline, Netanyahu
says he is committed to
obeying the ruling and
overhauling the system.
And backed by his new
coalition partner, Kadima
Party leader Shaul Mofaz,
he is in a strong position
to overcome the objec-
tions of an increasingly
agitated  ultra-religious
minority that considers
the draft an assault on its
way of life.

The issue of the draft ex-
emptions was a key fac-
tor in this week’s Israeli
government shake-up.
Unable to bridge differ-
ences between religious
and secular elements in
his coalition, Netanyahu
said Monday he would
hold a new parliamentary
election in September -
more than a year ahead
of schedule. Then, in a
stunning last-minute re-
versal, he reached a deal
to bring the centrist Kadi-
ma into his government,
shoring up the coalition
and averting the need for
elections.

The new alliance gives
Netanyahu a wide 94-
seat government in the
120-member parliament,
one of the broadest co-
alitions in Israeli history.
With Kadima’s backing,
Netanyahu can no lon-
ger be held hostage by
smaller parties who had
threatened to bring down
the government over the
issue.

Conscription in Israel is
compulsory, with men
over 18 serving three
years in the military and
women two. Those who
cannot or do not want to
serve can do community
service in schools, hos-

pitals and other public
institutions.

At a news conference
Tuesday, both Netanyahu
and Mofaz said a resolu-
tion to the draft debate
would be a main pillar of
the new coalition’s agen-
da. The Supreme Court
declared the current
system unconstitutional
in February, and has or-
dered the government to
come up with an alterna-
tive by July 31.

That will not be easy.
Lingering rifts inside the
government were evident
on Wednesday, as ultra-
Orthodox and secular co-
alition members sparred
over the draft law.
Speaking to the Army
Radio station, lawmaker
Yitzhak Cohen of the re-
ligious Shas Party said
“it’s an illusion” to ex-
pect a court decision to
force seminary students
to serve in the military.
Moshe Gafni, a leader in
the ultra-Orthodox Unit-
ed Torah Judaism Party,
warned of a brewing “cul-
tural civil war.”

But Foreign Minister Av-
igdor Lieberman, leader
of the fiercely secular Yis-
rael Beitenu Party, said
there could be no “foot
dragging” on the matter.
Lieberman’s plan to push
legislation ending the ex-
emptions helped spark
the coalition crisis that
resulted in Tuesday’s
deal.

For now, both Yisrael Be-
itenu and the ultra-Ortho-
dox factions - which each
control about 15 seats in
parliament - remain in the
coalition, though it’s pos-
sible some could defect
as the government moves
forward with new legisla-
tion over the summer.

An Israeli official said
that Kadima will lead a
committee to find a le-
gally acceptable alterna-
tive to the outgoing sys-
tem. The official said the
government is committed
to formulating a proposal
by July 31. He spoke on
condition of anonymity
because he was discuss-
ing internal government

deliberations.

The official said a final
plan was unlikely to de-
mand that all ultra-Ortho-
dox men enter the mili-
tary immediately after the
deadline passes. Instead,
he said the plan would
be implemented “incre-
mentally,” and probably
would include an option
to perform civilian na-
tional service instead of
joining the army.

Officials also have said
they want to compel Is-
raeli Arabs, most of whom
do not serve in the army,
to do national service in
schools and hospitals in
the comparatively poorer
Arab sector.

The draft privileges for
the religious date back
six decades, when Is-
rael’s founders granted
exemptions to 400 exem-
plary seminary students
to help rebuild great
schools of Jewish learn-
ing destroyed in the Ho-
locaust. The numbers of
exemptions have steadily
ballooned over the years,
and today, an estimated
60,000 religious men of
military age are exempt
from duty, which is other-
wise compulsory.

The draft exemptions
have become one of the
most contentious issues
in Israeli society, part of a
broader struggle between
the secular majority and
an ultra-Orthodox minor-
ity over the nature of the
country.

Many secular Israelis
have grown increasingly
hostile to what they see
as religious coercion by
the ultra-Orthodox, who
are about a tenth of the
population of nearly 8
million and have pushed
for gender separation in
public places like buses
and sidewalks.

The pattern of dependen-
cy in the ultra-Orthodox
sector, where grown men
commonly spend their
day in religious study
while collecting welfare,
has added to the resent-
ment. Studies show al-
most half of ultra-Ortho-
dox men do not work.
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Abbott queries Thomson legal fees

THE Federal Opposition
says the Government has
not done enough to distance
itself from former Labor MP
Craig Thomson, following
revelations about the ALP’s
payment of his legal bills.
Labor’s NSW branch hired
lawyers in September 2011
to defend Mr Thomson,
a former Health Services
Union (HSU) general secre-
tary who has been caught
up in a long-running Fair
Work Australia (FWA) in-
vestigation into the union’s
national office.

The investigation report al-
leged he spent as much as
$500,000 of union mem-
bers’ funds on electioneer-
ing, escort services, lavish
meals and cash withdrawals
in contravention of union
rules.

Mr Thomson, who holds
the NSW seat of Dobell and
stood aside from the Labor
caucus on April 29 to sit as
an independent, did not up-
date his pecuniary interests
register to record the legal
support until this week.

The NSW ALP stopped pay-
ing the expenses in late
April.

Declarations of pecuniary
interest normally must be
made within 28 days of any
change in circumstance.

Prime Minister Julia Gillard
said Mr Thomson should
have made an earlier dec-
laration about his legal ex-
penses.

“I understand Mr Thomson
says he has now made the
appropriate  declarations
but, of course, declarations
should be made on time,”
she told ABC Radio on
thursday.

Opposition Leader Tony Ab-
bott said Ms Gillard had not
really disowned Mr Thom-
son, who may face civil ac-
tion over the FWA matters.
“How can the Prime Minister
claim credibly that she has
nothing to do with this per-
son when the Labor party is
still paying his legal fees? ”
Mr Abbott told reporters in
Canberra on thursday.

He called on Ms Gillard to
make a full statement to par-
liament about the matter.

Mr Thomson plans to make
a statement defending him-
self at the next sitting of
parliament.

Independent MP Rob Oake-
shott, who holds a vital
supporting vote for the mi-
nority government, said he
was looking for a “compre-
hensive response” from Mr
Thomson to the FWA report
when he makes his 15-min-
ute statement

Welfare budget costing $5000 a head

THE average single work-
er is now paying more
than $5000 a year in tax -
or nearly $100 a week - to
fund the nation’s growing
welfare budget.

And a bigger tax slice of
the weekly paypacket is
going towards paying the
interest bill on the na-
tion’s record $143 billion
net debt.

An analysis of the federal
budget by the Tax Institute
reveals that about 35c in
every dollar collected by
the taxman from the aver-
age worker pays for the
welfare of others, up from
33.3¢c

Tuesday’s budget papers
show the welfare and so-
cial security budget will
leap by $4.8 billion to
$131.6 billion.

The big winners from this
cash splash in Treasurer
Wayne Swan’s so-called
“battlers> budget” are
low- and middle-income
families.

A single person on the av-
erage wage of $69,000 will
get a tax cut of $313, but
still pay about $14,551 in
tax.

Their share of the welfare

bill is up by $118 t0 $5093
and their contribution to
the interest on the nation’s
debt rises by $46 to $270.

But a smaller share of
their tax is going towards

health, education, the
states, defence and trans-
port.

The Tax Institute analysis
shows about $2360 goes
to health, $1144 to edu-
cation, $834 for defence,
$193 for foreign aid and
$46 - around 13c a day - to
the ABC.

The typical worker cheer-
ing for Australia>s athletes
at the London Olympics
has contributed about 3c
a day through the taxes
they pay.

The study shows that a
family on $99,000 with two
children (dad working full-
time earning $69,000 and
mum on a part-time wage
of $30,000) and no child
care costs, will be $6719
a year better off from tax
and welfare changes.
They receive $5046 in
benefits such as the pri-
vate health insurance re-
bate, family tax benefit
and the schoolkids bonus
- which passed through

parliament last night. But
the family pays $4421 to-
wards the welfare budget.
A family on $150,000
(dad $90,000 and mum
$60,000) and using child
care, will be $1331 better
off than last year.

They get $12,150 in bene-
fits and pay $1634 through
their tax towards welfare.
But a family on $200,000
(mum  $120,000, dad
$80,000) gets $11,550 in
welfare - mostly from the
child care rebate - but pays
$14,466 through their tax
for welfare. Overall, their
gain from the budget is
just $6 a year.

Senior tax counsel at the
Tax Institute Robert Jere-
menko last night said
the analysis showed the
complexity of the tax sys-
tem and the “welfare-tax
churn’.

“One person’s tax is an-
other person>s handout,”
Mr Jeremenko said.

A spokesman for Treasur-
er Wayne Swan criticised
the report.

“The story about welfare
spending fails to mention
that ‘welfare and social
security’ includes aged

pensions, payments to
families, carers and vet-
erans’ payments,” the
spokesman said.

However, the Government
did not say any of the in-
formation was factually
wrong.

“Obviously  the total
amount of payments
grows because the popu-
lation grows, the econo-
my grows and payments
are indexed upwards as
the economy grows,” the
spokesman said.

Mr Swan’s office said La-
bor’s “budget discipline
has enabled interest rate
cuts which mean interest
rates are lower than they
ever were under the previ-
ous government”.
“Interest rates are now
300 points lower than they
were under Peter Costello.
In addition tax as a share
of the economy is lower
than it was in any year of
the Howard government
And spending is at histori-
cally low levels because of
the $33 billion of savings
the government has found
to return the budget to
surplus,” the spokesman
said.

HSU East leaders prepared to quit - offical

A HEALTH Services
Union official says
most of the executive
of the HSU’s embattled
East branch would be
prepared to resign, as
the NSW Government
moves to have an ad-
ministrator appointed
for the branch.

The union’s acting as-
sistant general secre-
tary Gerard Hayes said
six members of the
eight-person execu-
tive would be prepared
to resign, but outspo-
ken national secretary
Kathy Jackson was
reluctant to leave the
board.

“That would be some-
thing that Kathy would

need to identify be-
cause | agree with her,”
he said, citing her cam-
paign against corrup-
tion in the union.

Mr Hayes said the HSU
East leadership could
show “some maturity
and some good faith
with our membership”
by quitting their posts.
“I believe the only thing
that can be done in
that way is for the ex-
ecutive to voluntarily
stand down and allow
an administrator to get
some stability within
the union,” he told ABC
Radio on thursday.

“We can take the re-
sponsible step of step-
ping down.”

He said he believed
the union’s members
would be supportive of
the resignations.

“I've been out amongst
the members consis-
tently over the last eight
months as this debacle
continues to unfold,”
he said.

Federal Workplace Re-
lations Minister Bill
Shorten applied to the
Federal Court last week
to have the branch put
into administration.
NSW Premier Barry
O’Farrell said he didn’t
want a legal technicality
to block action against
the HSU, and flagged
changes to the Indus-
trial Relations Act.

New “Mobile Banking”
Beirut Hellenic Ba

Tuesday, 8 May 2012
Beirut Hellenic Bank
proudly announces the
launching of its brand
new “Mobile banking”
service. The new service
is a lightweight version
of current Internet Bank-
ing interface. The Mobile
Banking service pro-
vides additional conve-
nience to customers by
enabling them to access
the most popular func-
tions of Internet Banking
whilst on the move via
their iPhone, BlackBer-
ry, Android and other
smartphones.

Mobile Banking fea-
tures include check-
ing account balances,
recent transaction his-

;s Beirut Hellenic Ban‘
Mobile Banking

Easy access to your money
at your fingertips

tory, transferring money
and making payments
through BPAY to pre-
saved beneficiaries.

“This new and advanced
service puts Beirut Hel-
lenic Bank in line with
the four Major Banks.

service for

nk Customer

Our aim is to give our
customers additional
benefits in order to facili-
tate their banking needs.
More projects are yet
to come as our profes-
sional team is following
the latest in the financial
world to assure that our
clientele will enjoy the
luxurious and favorable
services with us ,” said
James Wakim, Managing
Director & CEO of Beirut
Hellenic Bank.

If you are not already
registered for BHB In-
ternet Banking, visit one
of our branches or you
can contact our help-
desk on 1300 888 700
(Monday-Friday 9:30am
—5:00pm) to register.
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MORE POLICE OFFICERS

FOR EAST HILLS

Member for East Hills,

Glenn Brookes, today
visited the Bankstown
Local Area Command to
welcome 8 new police of-
ficers to our community
following their gradua-
tion from the Goulburn
Police Academy last Fri-
day. In total 309 officers
graduated.

“This is fantastic news,
but especially for Bank-
stown given the level of
crime and drive by shoot-
ings in that area.” Glenn
Brookes said.

Although, based upon
statistics issued by the
NSW Bureau of Crime,
there is very little ma-
jor crime within the East
Hills Electorate; Glenn
Brookes said the addi-
tional police numbers
will ensure there is an in-
creased police presence
in making our streets
safe.

“Our local officers do a
fantastic job and | am
thrilled we are getting a
further 8 officers.”

“The NSW Government
committed to recruit an
additional 550 officers
and today is further proof
we are getting on with the
job of delivering.

“We are committed to
providing the NSW Police
Force with the resources
and the powers to con-
tinue fighting crime and
making our community a

safer place,” Mr Brookes
said.

Minister for Police and
Emergency Services
Michael Gallacher said
this graduating class is
made up of individuals
that come from diverse
careers and experiences
with 24 graduates over
the age of 36, bringing
new skills and ways to
look at issues for the Po-
lice Force.

“In this group of officers,
there are more than 20
languages spoken with
graduates born across
25 different countries—
reflecting the great di-
versity of the NSW Police
Force.

“The range of skills, lan-
guages, backgrounds
and careers amongst this
class is an important as-
set to the future of polic-
ing in NSW.

“l would also like to thank
the Force for the incred-
ible job they do in serv-
ing our local community
and | am thrilled that we
are on the way to boost-
ing numbers right across
NSW,” Minister Gallacher
concluded.

Glenn Brookes said, “I
was glad to take the time
today to warmly welcome
the new officers to our
community.”

Media: Geoffrey Grasso
0421 778 671

Interfaith meeting with Chief Diplomatic Advisor to Presi-
dent of European Parliament - Mr Alexandre Stutzmann

Mr Stepan Kerkyasharian 02 8255 6789 (office) 0404 488 474 (mobile)

The Chair of the NSW Com-
munity Relations Commission
(CRC) Dr Stepan Kerkyashar-
ian hosted an important
round table meeting between
key Australian Religious lead-
ers and Mr Alexandre Stutz-
mann, on Monday May 7 2012
at the office of Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade
(DFAT).

Mr Stutzmann is Diplomatic
Advisor to the President of
the European Parliament Mr
Martin Schulz and is in charge
of external policies, inter-in-
stitutional relations, strategic
partnerships and transatlan-
tic relationships with Canada,
Austrlalia and New Zealand.
Mr Stutzmann has a particu-
lar interest in community in-
terfaith issues and hopes to
learn more about interfaith
engagement initiatives in
Australia, and how these rela-
tionships operate in harmony
in our multicultural society.
He was also interested in the
development and applica-
tion of multicultural policy in
NSW.

Twenty religious and spiritual
leaders of the Christian, Sikh,
Orthodox, Jewish, Hindu,
Muslim, and Buddhist faiths
contributed to the roundtable
discussions.

Each religious leader spoke
about their faith, religious
vocation and experience in
working with their own com-
munities in Australia, and
techniques they have used to
bring harmony to groups in
Australia.

Rabbi Kastel, Director of the
Together for Harmony Foun-
dation talked about his proj-
ect in multifaith education
inclusion with Curriculum
in NSW schools and Rever-
end Bill Crews, Chairperson
of The Exodus Foundation,
commented about his char-
ity work and experience in

the broadcast media, tackling
very complex interfaith, po-
litical and sometimes contro-
versial issues around religion
and culture with the commu-
nity.

“Youth want more transpar-
ency, a sense of belonging”
Kastel said, and religious
leaders agreed that it is a pri-
ority for interfaith relations
to be centred on targeting
young people with messages
of interfaith harmony, com-
mon values and sensitivity,
around religious and cultural
practices of various groups.
Sister Farquer, Director of the
Catholic Archdiocese of Syd-
ney said “Sensitivity is a high
priority in interfaith relations,
this is what provides individu-
als with a sense of belonging
within the Australian commu-
nity”.

The CRC Chairperson provid-
ed all attendees with a copy
of Multicultural Advantage
Action Plan for multicultural-
ism in NSW, and a resource
titled Serving in a New Land:
an Orientation and Appraisal
for Religious Workers coming
to Australia.

The group discussed the rel-
evance and effectiveness of
the Principles of Multicultur-
alism (developed by the Com-
mission and incorporated into
legislation in 2000), and the
CRC’s successful approach
to community consultation,
cultural enhancement and ef-
fective policy making in multi-
culturalism in NSW.

Mr Kerkyasharian told Mr
Stutzmann: “The main rea-
son multiculturalism has
been so successful in NSW is
due to the commitment made
by migrants to become citi-
zens of Australia. This goes
hand in hand with the legisla-
tion developed in NSW which
puts multiculturalism into law
and provides a framework for

the management of cultural
diversity for the benefit of all
, underwritten by an unwaver-
ing commitment to Australia
and the rule of law”.

Mr Stutzmann was very im-

pressed by what he had heard
from the various interfaith
leaders and the sharing of
ideas on the day and conclud-
ed with “l have heard the fol-
lowing powerful words from
this group today - human
beings, love, respect, values,
open our hears and minds,
cooperation”, and on behalf
of the European Parliament
extended his thanks to the
CRC Chair and the religious
leaders for making him feel
welcome in Sydney, NSW.
For more Information: Mr
Warren Duncan 61 2 8255
6711 (office) 0411 117846
(mobile)

Government defends foreign aid cuts

THE federal government has
rejected claims its broken
promise on foreign aid may
damage Australia’s bid for
a United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) seat.

The government this week
abandoned a pledge to raise
aid spending to 0.5 per cent
of gross national income
(GNI) by 2015/16, in a bid to
get its 2012/13 budget back
in surplus.

Labor has pushed the dead-
line back by one year, sav-
ing it almost $3 billion over
the next four years.
Charities are outraged by the
move announced in the bud-
get on Tuesday, with some
suggesting it will make Aus-
tralia’s uphill battle to win a
temporary seat on the UNSC
much harder.

Asked on Wednesday if the
government was Kissing
the bid goodbye, Treasurer
Wayne Swan said, “No, not
at all.

“We are increasing the mon-
ey that’s available for aid,
but we’re doing it at a slow-
er pace and only a slightly
slower pace.”

The aid budget will still in-
crease by more than $300
million to about $5.15 billion
in 2012/13, but the GNI ratio
will remain static at 0.35 per
cent.

Australia’s aid spending has
been a key component of the
government’s UNSC cam-
paign, which will culminate
in a UN General Assembly
vote later this year.

The campaign motto is

“Australia: We Do What We
Say”.

Australian Greens Leader
Christine said the govern-
ment’s decision on aid had
made a joke of that claim.
“We have promised in the
international community we
will meet 0.5 by 2015 and
now we’re not going to,” she
told the Senate.

But Foreign Minister Bob
Carr said Australia’s good
reputation among develop-
ing nations was intact.

“l think the world respects
a nation that despite the
pressures of the economic
situation finds the money
to increase its aid budget as
we’ve done,” he told Senate
question time.

The Greens have laid the
blame for the cuts at Sena-
tor Carr’s feet, saying his
predecessor Kevin Rudd
would never have allowed
such a move.

Mr Rudd - who was a strong
advocate of increased aid
spending and also spear-
headed the UNSC campaign
- has declined to comment
publicly on the changes.
Save the Children’s aid
policy adviser Nicole Car-
dinal called on Opposition
Leader Tony Abbott to use
his budget reply speech to
re-commit the coalition to
the 2015/16 target.

But coalition foreign affairs
spokeswoman Julie Bishop
says Labor’s broken prom-
ise this year means it will be
“impossible” to achieve the
target by 2015.
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Spiritual Therapist
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Allawah Broadcasting Australia Satellite..(+61)298-912-551  J&S Electrical PTY LTD.............. (+61)393-595-678  Geelong
Billy Biz Solution...........ccooee... (+61)410-103-848 Sahibi Supermarket..................... (+61)286-777-927 & Broad Meadows Nima Satellite.......cccooevveverrreenees (+61)0401-729-598
Belmore Dandenong Nas Data Communication......(+61) 387-949-876  Brisbane
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