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speed for $65
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Specialise in IT computer, wireless,
Telecommunication and networking

service as well as onsite repairs. ‘N M
we can also provide you with Satellite \ “ ““\“ -
Antenna and free to air solution. Muianil WWisil el WWEW

Box Delivered only, no installation included
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380 Lt Shadow Line Vanity
Refrigerator Frameless 't 750mm

Primera Series Shower Now
H2eure Screen

$240

e Finger Pull with
NOw NOwW e
$650

¢ Dimensions: 750mm
Lex Toilet Suit
o Stalnless Steel Look refrigerator

$450 X 460mm x 540mm
Multi Flow Coolina Svst ® 900mm x 900mm X 1950mm
: Fulﬁ Il\lo OFVrvostO g;;g’?emys & ¢ 10mm thick tempered glass Now
* Reversible doors (toughen glass) $250
e Quick Freezer Compartment ¢ |ncludes hinges, brackets, : ;
e Interior Light in both Fridge & Freezer ‘L’ handle, and 2 x corner " o Available S or PTrap

e Freezer Door Racks shelves. | I
e Humidity Controlled Vegetable Crisper Complies with Australian . %‘QEKCTSSV?/QW

Bins o
» Twist Ice Trays and Storage Bin standard : j'gtlé';[re 3 Litre Dual Flush

e Nett Total Volume 380It * 12 months warranty

Square basin and wall mixers Solid Doors Multi-function Shower Unit
Now $85 EA RRP $480 NOW $210 L

o With square wide lever handle.

. Sﬁhd br'c}ss ci?nstrucnon with i ~ .’ NMOW $ 90
chrome finish. 290
o Australian Standard, 4 star I ¥ |
water rating (6.9L/min). X ¥ o Square or Round
e T y y * Solid Brass Rail
o Comes with  years i i I .

manufacturer’s warranty on o Australian Standard, 3 star
cartridge. water rating

Calida Privacy Set Double Loaded 60 x 60 Laminate Timber
Complete Porcelain Floor Tiles Flooring

12 years warranty FROM $14 NOW FROM $1 C ]

RRP $73.00 P P W, Ul

NOW $48 \ e
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546-556 Woodville Rd, Guildford NSW 2161

Phone:: 02 8724 5900 Fax:: 02 8724 5911
Website:: www.hbhome.com.au Email:: sales@hbhome.com.au
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e Be reliable

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control
(Events)

e RSA certificate

9 dlea IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we’re always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must:

e Hold a first Aid certificate
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
No recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au
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@ DIVINE
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Gary:0432712010- 9721 1611

6 Kane Street, Guildford NSW 2161

*LIMITED TIME ONLY.

OFFER AVAILABLE ONLY FROM SUNDAY - THURSDAY

(Keratin shampoos and conditioners not included)

FULL COLOUR sz; o FULL COLOUR +SM o Cu
+15 FOILS Brow Wal + Half HoadliESy

$65.00 e T

FULL HEAD FOILS
+ Toner * Any Length

$95.00

HALF HEAD +SuieCut
+ Treatment

FOILS + Blow Wave

$65.00 :iroharex

7
15 FOILS + TONER

$45 00
!L—ign { 8¢

FULL HEAD + Swecut
FOILS

$85.00 ‘i

lv .|1 |
'.] [ ! .- + Blow Wave
f) I i + T
!l ! ! o * Long Hair
| { “‘ 1
I8 b =
1 i o e
{ ! - land
i +Tred don
[ + Blo 1023, Nex
' ‘ .00 -] 304415

BRING A FRIEND FOR A KERATIN SMOOTHING
TREATMENT AND GET YOURS FOR $99 (ANY LENGTH)
OR BRING TWO FRIENDS AND

Ger vours FOR FREE !

REAL 100%
HUMAN HAIR %=
L EXTENSIONS '

our price list

trim + shampoo (from)..........cccoviiiiiiiiiiiicse s $20.00
restyle cut + shampoo ...... ..$25.00
secondary school cut............... ..$20.00
pensioner’s + primary school ci ..$10.00
mens cuts (from)......... ..$12.00
tint regrowth (from) ........ceoirieiiiieirisee e $20.00
ULl COIOUF (SNOT)...vvvveveieieiereieieieiesesenesesesesenenenesesesenen $30.00
blow wave (short) ....... ..$20.00
streaks (short top).........ccccceeee.
15 foils (any length bleach only
toner (from)......cccoviviiininiicincnns
perm (short).........ce...
upstyle (from).........ccceeeiiiniiiicinne

intense treatment(from) ..................

japanese chemical straightening (from).
keratin smoothing treatment (from) ..........cccocoeviiiinnae $150.00

:1dll CI H

Stockland Merryla
Located on Ground Level,
Shop 1023, Next to SES

9632 4415

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday.......9am......... 5:30pm
Tuesday .....9am.........5:30pm
Wednesday..9am..........5: SOpm
Thursday......9am

We now have a
private room for

scarfed ladies
Appointments not necessary

Present
erandV
reCG\Ve a
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@ 4ihg Wlea IPS Security @ N
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken

promises, lack of re;spegtr,lgr?gaeepreciation? Its time for IPS oy s B L U E S T A R

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. 3 S . 0 g i1stics
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (s O€CUY ltY

reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *

Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)ﬁ'.d" Y * h Y : Lh’
excellence. Pw. w
. : :

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of Tl
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be MA‘M‘ O'G

suitable to join our team you must: - ah,ﬁ‘ Oﬂ‘ L ‘
e Hold a first Aid certificate Rt detetht] o 0N xﬂ w ’ M 3
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘:“ qS“ﬂ?b ek m e s P

e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . “‘ . ‘.uu' y‘wmim ' p
Jheslg Slods J” '

e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation Mﬁ‘ :\H‘ )”‘ HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
o Bereliable T . . 2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vie 3062
We have the following security positions available; JML.’ dald| Tek (03) 9308 0880 Fax: {03) 9308 0506

Crowd Control .
(Events) Awdlee

e RSA certificate

BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE |  PERTH:

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions sksksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions

A1\ BesaleighR | GGeomeSheet | 68 McDovel Sireet
Acacia i, 0 4108 | Green Fieks, 54 7107 | Welspeol Wa 6106
Te: (07} XA T400 | Tek {OR) £282 6AG5 | Te:(08) 51 4765

00““

) available. My}o uw N
Previous Applicants need not apply R {07) 34 7500 | Farc (08} 8359 0044
No recruitment companies Y
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S "‘J'“'" ‘..’g MA

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolad| (2 Buag Email: blue.star@hluestarlogistics.com.au - Web Site: www.hluestarlogistics.com.au

_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au r

TOTO'S F'ZZA HousE

est 1961

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
www.totospizzahouse.com 101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053

o 44 Mk '.. 'i ..l..l..l..l‘.l'..l‘.‘

U9 9 s
Lt st B (T ¥

Pizza — Pasta — Steak — Seafood
dagaiull dedlll Boail Fasdl LS
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it DL Al 99 39heo 3130 idond| dussupo
Electrical Contracting ' /

y . ¥/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
g Registered Migration Agent
'i; L MARN; 1174229
sl A = FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

._ ‘a;il.'r '&S}u’b ey <als
) ON 0413 805 930.

Pk I [ KRV Tk
o "NSJ i Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

J.mé! em t;\.":) Lﬁg — LS AFCentraI Immiratiqn Sglutior!s, our qualified legal experts can assist
LG"S-" U-LG leasd| Zv;tﬁ)f;gl;:gﬁ?i/?;azractlce, including

On SalS Upyd il dwsmnidl| [ SEEICH Y

" o s . - /i .

e I ol | Pt

dtdSonntd | L 19 el 3L | ‘}\52 Ly 2gSd | Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

P Alas . dlelall B Guua .. dad pt dadd Rty wilaleadly dyglandy 19! (aul 0 gevasnst Py
- 3 1 *Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage

Celebrant Reg No. A11175

ag 4 " u’e ’hu "2/*& M *Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
T 0457555555 : @l e Jhaidt

— - *Marriages* *Comnitments* *Funerals' -

TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686 8 yone ! 8 gt it 3 ymgl| MMolae paded o (B QS Lol | pobacnd
MOB: 0417 949 650 0413805930 :@d s ko a1l 3 Bk
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Lins laag Liga lasg

almaza Beer

One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon
now In Australia =

'3 -
To stock in your restaurant
call Classica PL on

03 9383 5222
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Mob: 0418175417 or 04258622 244
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Annual Dinner Dance Party

5th May, 2012 at 8.00pm

La Mirage Reception “Oasis Room”

210 Hume Hwy, Somerton

$60.00 per person
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o And Travel 2000 @ we & w o qoodon oo ol ol
@ Pilgrimage Tour 9 Sep - 7 Oct 2012 QJM -Nu‘ @ @w‘ QM‘ mow‘

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE VISIT OF POPE BENEDICT XVI IN LEBANON

T rerwerl/
Accompanied by: Fr John Harb = MWW taiik to us

s "'4 LEBANON

Beirut— Jeita

ol aaad| alal juad! Aleandly  shiaad! Hlisd azrg lglaly Lal3l

Baalbek
Harissa o g sl b 353548 ity o elladl b Asblal dusliall daalond] puniy 9
TALY ot sl diandl slaiac] s

Milano -Rome
Vatican -Venice

das 17 - 27 o 34 dliall ddlond gl

GREECE Ll il )b B lialll al ALY Jlogr ASLe Eislusan b 3 sladaald
Athens - Patras "JLﬂ? Ob.w uﬁt 2\,\'40‘9 U‘b' 7@6_9 e 2012 elﬂ-" iSle cgﬁm &? 2012. ela.l
Jhialy 39
HOLY LAND | s
Je le
Nazareth S gbunl] azh )y Liially (0 ilglinar LA il ALY Jlo Gite e pudliiion
(el ol dladl Ladle & wow LB g.nu-l JLe:«.ll zh O¥¢ dwaly | Zoxdl e @M
JORDAN h.l\.s i
Amman - Petra O
= K | s " Jarash o e e e
) Tour lncludes F.ull itinerary, all airfare tickets &tae Prlnal our lde H,'jm‘xl dw. m @w‘ au,w2| M ‘é éwml &j&W“9 '“
Lwxury Equipped Motercoach s star (All sightsceing & entry fees, o JUi ¥ S iag il b pagsiall yegua suly B 2012 T 11 3 alisas S
($6550)  roremmre b e 000 oty 0100 S 06 MTVASLS ol
Email: trvlZk@optusnet.com.au or layoul88@gmail.com

If you wish to join this tour, book early (limited seats only)

&S Hhdaold g ibogladl (e i 3

2WAY TOWI N G 2012 ylpsir 3 Jib Juai¥l 2

773 766 il — 0422 888 564 93 — 0417 470 243 31 g -Gl 2l y¥1 e
SERVICES 0421 988 016 | i — 0433
SERVICES a0 g gl pulal a3l Abgiad] (1< - agulal] 39 iy sl Sl s

Arthur Nohra - Truck Owner .éml ‘?“ﬂﬂl 0-“-‘6-“ ‘PN‘?" bl |

MOB: 0414 41 90 90/ 0416 22 37 98 FAX: 9613 1870

24 zl ..1135 ‘.__,.ds‘x‘l ;-la.ual uJ.u..u

& SERVICE RRES u.s G gk AXFERY
—Sdle uL)I.\.....\.N &yl @-ﬂ-’? Jaoi g lall L\Jl)uul (S\SCUJ).SZ“ aslanall
P sl b (A Ao s L Sl B ot pall AN S0 390 Somaw yBgly s
041 441 9090 : )| mm |gdrcail (Il HLETN by A sall HUaBW 1y Glids

Eommdl (A alyl 7 dcluadl Hlaw Slc dnas
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O 14 (Asloud duals ol R 95 J ey G [

YAY Ol T ela ¥ ags clue (po Aol Ac Lt B Sl

ABN : 75 046 769 103 3pecia| offer (o Gl gal! e (6 S Ml ol Al (2
12 Bridge Street, Lidcombe
1 0 0 0 0416 166 929 - 0422 308 349 ;rmw

uL
LLL LJ‘Z.- L@ ‘Y*LL/—-&LL '*‘Lz,"'{c G’LLL

@Hlall B ABLEN AUl Analoelt HUatl iy Aale s

INnee

&

%L’S’ (7

Since 1992 The Arab Media in Australia
/ @fﬂé{ﬂ =loJl olss
B AW A e BNk Fouad Elhage
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Syria presses crackdown, France mulls tougher action

T o —

A handout image released by the Syrian opposition Shaam News Network on April 25, 2012, shows shops and

residential apartments destroyed during a Syrian government offensive on Homs al-Khalidiyah neighborhood

Moroccan advance team leader Colonel Ahmed Himmiche, head of the
U.N. monitors team tasked with monitoring the UN-backed ceasefire in
Syria, leads his team as they leave their in Damascus on April 2

DAMASCUS:
troops pressed a cam-

Syrian

paign to crush anti-re-
gime opponents Thurs-
activists said as
the
threat of military action
to halt the bloodshed that
has persisted despite a

day,
France held out

ceasefire.

Two weeks into the truce,
at least two people were
killed in the town of Ma-
ree, near the northern
city of Aleppo, and one
man died in the village
of Mohsen, northeastern
Deir Ezzor province, said
the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights.

Loud blasts and heavy
gunfire were reported in
Harasta, a suburb of Da-
mascus, said the Britain-
based waitchdog said,
adding regime troops
carried out raids between
Harasta and Barzeh, a
district of the capital.
Activists reported clash-
es in other regions as
well, including the south-
ern province of Daraa,

cradle of the uprising

against President Bashar
Assad’s rule, in north-
western Idlib province
and in central Homs.
Explosions and powerful
gunfire were also report-
ed overnight in Hama,
where the Observatory
said at least 12 people
were killed on Wednes-
day during government
shelling on a working-
class neighborhood.
Some activists have
put the death toll from
Wednesday’s bombing of
Hama at 68, including 16
children.

The unrest was taking
place despite a cease-
fire that has failed to
take hold, with hundreds
killed since it went into
effect April 12.

French Foreign Minister
Alain Juppe on Wednes-
day said the UN-backed
peace plan was “seri-
ously compromised”
and held out the threat of
seeking military action to
end the Assad regime’s
brutal 13-month crack-

down on dissent.

U.N.-Arab League envoy
Kofi Annan had urged a
rapid deployment of the
full, 300-strong observer
team agreed by the UN
Security Council, and Ju-
ppe said they should be
on the ground within a
fortnight.

Without quick progress,
Juppe said the interna-
tional community would
have “to move on to an-
other step which we have
already started raising
with our partners, under
Chapter Seven of the
United Nations charter.”
A Chapter Seven reso-
lution, which can be im-
posed by the Security
Council if member states
think peace is threatened
by an act of aggression,
authorizes foreign pow-
ers to take measures in-
cluding military options.
Juppe pointed out howev-
er that such a resolution,
which was also mooted
by US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton last week,
was unlikely to pass, al-
luding to previous Se-
curity Council vetoes by
Russia and China.

“The Damascus regime
does not respect the
commitments it made.
Repression is continuing.
Monitors cannot work on
the ground. This can-
not last indefinitely,” he
said after meeting Syrian
opposition members in
Paris.

“Things are not going

well,” Juppe said. “The

Annan plan is seriously
compromised but there is
still a chance for this me-
diation, on the condition
of the rapid deployment
of the 300 monitors.”

At the moment, there is
an advance team of U.N.
observers in the country
set to number 30 by the
end of the week.

Juppe said that May 5,
when Annan is to pres-
ent his next report on the
peace process, would be
a “a moment of truth.”

If the U.N. mission “is not
working, we cannot con-
tinue to accept the defi-
ance of the regime” and
the international commu-
nity will have “to move
on to other things to stop
the tragedy.”

He said he hoped Rus-
sia would draw the right
conclusions from Syria’s
efforts to block the moni-
tors’ deployment.
Addressing the U.N. Se-
curity Council via tele-
conference on Tuesday,
Annan said he was “con-
cerned” about the vio-
lence surging after mem-
bers of the advance team
visit individual cities.

The former U.N. chief
said Assad has still not
fulfilled a promise to end
violence and said the sit-
“bleak” and
“unacceptable.”

uation was

Annan said he was “par-
ticularly alarmed” at re-
ports that government
forces had entered Hama
after a visit by U.N. moni-
tors and killed “a signifi-
cant” number of people.
“If confirmed this is to-
tally unacceptable and
reprehensible,” he told
the council.

The unrest in Syria be-
gan as a popular revolt
but has turned into an in-
surgency that many fear
could lead to all-out civil
war.

More than 9,000 people
have died since the re-
volt broke out in March
last year, according to
the United Nations.

Lebanon public transport workers hold strike

SIDONITRIPOLIIBEKAA/
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s pub-
lic transportation sector
staged Thursday a nation-
wide strike in protest of
what they describe as the
government’s failure to
meet its promises.

Most parts of the country
saw traffic disrupted by
the strike action, which
was adhered to in many
regions by public trans-
port workers.

Traffic was disrupted in
the northern city of Tripoli
and the southern coastal
city of Sidon as a result of
the strike action with many
taxi and bus drivers refus-
ing to transport students
and citizens to schools
and businesses.

The National News Agen-
cy also reported that the
strike was in effect in Zg-
horta and Akkar in the
north, Tyre in south Leba-
non and Iqlim al-Kharroub,
Western Bekaa.

In the south, around 100
public transport drivers
blocked side roads around
Sidon.

Earlier in the day, college
students stood at Nejmeh
Square waiting to get on
board taxis or buses to get
to their destinations but to
no avail. About 90 percent
of buses in the southern
city barred passengers
into their vehicles.

In the north, Tripoli resi-
dents also felt the impact
of the strike action.
Entrances and exits to the
coastal city were com-
pletely closed as drivers
vowed to remain on strike
until 5 p.m.

Around 6 a.m. bus driv-
ers parked their vehicles
on the Beirut-Tripoli high-
way forcing authorities to
divert traffic to side roads
leading to Beirut.

Schools were also forced
to close their doors as
many students were un-
able to attend classes.

A member of the union,
Mamdouh Abdo, -called
on officials to meet the
unions’ demands as many
drivers “are not able to
look after their families.”
“What is happening is not
logical. They drain us with
promises but with no tan-
gible results,” Abdo told

The Daily Star.

Drivers are expected to
march to the Grand Serail
in the Capital from the Cola
roundabout at 11 a.m.

The sector postponed
their planned strike last
week after positive talks
with Prime Minister Najib
Mikati led to a tentative
agreement. The sector’s
demand was for the gov-
ernment to place ceilings
on the price of gasoline
and increase family com-
pensation allowances.
Despite a slight decline in
gasoline prices Wednes-
day, the 98-octance
graded fuel is now sold
at LL39,800 while the
95-octane graded fuel is
LL39,100. The price of
diesel, which fuels most
buses, also saw a decline
and now costs LL28,600.
Mikati has attributed the
rise in fuel prices to the
overall increase in inter-
national oil prices and
says that the treasury is
incapable of bearing the
burden of price amend-
ments.

Not all regions adhered to
Thursday’s strike action.
Mohammad al-Fouani,
the head of the Union of
Public Transport Drivers
in the Baalbek-Hermel re-
gion, said most drivers re-
frained from taking part in
the strike, citing a dispute
over the priorities of the
demands by other public
transportation unions in
the country.

“[We also refrained from
participation] in order to
allow for more talks with
the government and be-
cause the union rejects
the idea of compensat-
ing the drivers and sees
this as unhelpful,” Fouani
said.

Fouani said three things
needed be done in order
to remedy the situation: a
cap on the price of fuel, a
crackdown on drivers with
fake transportation license
plates and that the value
of the compensation from
the National Social Secu-
rity Fund be increased.
Meanwhile, the General
Labor Confederation has
also scheduled a strike for
May 3 to protest the high
fuel prices.
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March 14 coalition slams rivals
for threatening a new civil war

Meeting For Al-Mustaqbal Parliamentary Bloc, 4/24/2012.
(The Daily StariDalati Nohra)

BEIRUT: The March 14
coalition said Wednesday
that Hezbollah and Free
Patriotic Movement leader
Michel Aoun were stirring
tension in the country and
threatening a new civil war
in order to serve the Syrian
regime. The group renewed
calls for the Lebanese to
mobilize to defend peace in
Lebanon.

“In its conference on
March 14, 2012, the March
14 groups called for a joint
Lebanese effort to build the
peace of Lebanon ... over a
month later, the response
was a threat of renewing
the civil war,” said a state-
ment by the March 14 Gen-
eral Secretariat following
its weekly meeting.
“Parliament sessions
last week were a scene of
these threats, which Leba-
nese heard on TV,” added
the statement, referring
to three days of televised
debate on the policy of the
government of Prime Min-

ister Najib Mikati.

The statement said that
speeches by members
of March 8 and Aoun’s
MPs during the session
represented threats, as
politicians from this camp
sought to stoke sectarian
sentiment.

In parallel, continued the
statement, Hezbollah has
escalated its position on
keeping its arms.

“The response to the call
for building the peace of
Lebanon indicates that the
group — which tied its des-
tiny to that of a regime that
is on its way out - finds re-
newing the civil war a way
of getting out of its crisis,”
said the statement, in refer-
ence to the Syrian regime.
“With this danger confront-
ing Lebanon, March 14
groups stress that the threat
of a civil war will not pass,
and they call for a general
Lebanese mobilization to
defend the peace of Leba-
non,” said the statement.

Hezbollah voices displea-

Hezbollah official Ammar Musawi, left, meets with U.N.
Special Coordinator for Lebanon Derek Plumbly in Bei-
rut southern suburbs, Wednesday, April 25, 2012. (The

Daily StariHasan Shaaban)

BEIRUT: U.N. Special Co-
ordinator for Lebanon Der-
ek Plumbly met Wednes-
day with Hezbollah official
Ammar Musawi, who
voiced displeasure over
U.N. chief Ban Ki-moon’s
recent criticism of the re-
sistance party’s arms.

In a statement released
by Hezbollah’s press of-
fice after the meeting, Mu-
sawi, Hezbollah’s official
for international relations,
criticized Ban’s latest
semiannual report on the
execution of U.N Security
Council resolution 1559,
which has as its aim the
strengthening of Leba-
non’s sovereignty.

In his report, issued on
April 20, Ban said Hezbol-
lah’s “sizeable sophisti-
cated military capabili-
ties” outside the control
of the state “create an

atmosphere of intimida-
tion and represent a key
challenge to the safety of
Lebanese civilians.”
Renewing his calls for
Hezbollah to disarm, Ban
commented that, “In a
democratic state, a politi-
cal party cannot maintain
its own militia.”

Ban also said that during
the past six months Hez-
bollah publically acknowl-
edged for the first time
that Iran has provided
the party with “political,
moral, financial and logis-
tical support” and that it
has upgraded its military
capabilities. Iran, Ban
added, should encourage
Hezbollah to disarm.
Musawi and Plumbly also
discussed security-relat-
ed matters as well as the
situation on the border
with Israel.

U.S. trade rep urges Indonesia to lift beef import ban

SINGAPORE: The U.S. trade
representative on Thurs-
day called for Indonesia to
lift its import ban on some
American beef products,
saying there was “no evi-
dence” that a Californian
mad cow case had tainted
food markets.

Speaking at a news con-
ference in Singapore, Ron
Kirk said there was “no
reason to fear” an interna-
tional spread of the disease
after an infected cow was
discovered in California on
Monday.

“There’s been no evidence
(in) this one reported in-
stance that any contami-
nated product has entered
our food chain or any inter-
national food chain,” Kirk
said.

“There is no reason, from
my understanding of the
analysis... for any consumer
to be concerned about the
consumption of U.S. beef,”
he added.

“Thus we would expect that
Indonesia would quickly re-
open its market for its con-
sumers for U.S. beef prod-

ucts.”

Indonesia’s deputy agri-
culture minister Rusman
Heriawan told AFP earlier
Thursday that it was halt-
ing imports of bone meal,
innards and boned meat
from the U.S. after Washing-
ton reported its first case
of mad cow disease in six
years.

However, boneless meat
will still be allowed into
Indonesia, Heriawan said,
adding that he did not know
how long the suspension
would remain in effect for.

Last year Indonesia import-
ed 100,000 fonnes of beef
from around the world, local
media reported. The Unit-
ed States exported nearly
18,000 tonnes of beef prod-
ucts to Indonesia last year,
according to figures from
the US. Meat Export Fed-
eration.

Indonesia’s selective ban on
U.S. beef products comes a
day after two major South
Korean retailers Lotte Mart
and Home Plus said they
would suspend sales of
American beef as well.

Iraqi Kurd leader hints at se-

cession

IRBIL: The president of
Iraq’s self-ruled Kurdish
region has demanded that
Shiite leaders agree on
sharing power with their
political opponents by Sep-
tember or else the Kurds
could consider breaking
away from Baghdad.

The warning by Kurdish
leader Massoud Barzani in
an interview Wednesday
with The Associated Press
underscores that Shiite
domination in Iraq’s gov-
ernment is reviving seces-
sion dreams that the now
departed American military
had tried to contain.

“What threatens the unity
of Iraq is dictatorship and
authoritarian rule,” Barzani
said in a A5-minute inter-
view in his sprawling office
outside of Irbil, the capital
of the Kurdish region he
leads in northern Iraq. “If
Iraq heads toward a demo-
cratic state, then there will
be no trouble. But if Iraq
heads toward a dictatorial
state, then we will not be
able to live with dictator-
ship.”

He called it a “very danger-
ous political crisis in the
country” and said the im-
passe must be broken by
September, when voters
in the Kurdish region may
consider a referendum for a
state independent of Iraq.
“They have to decide if they
are willing to accept to live
under a dictatorial regime
or not,” Barzani said. “They
have to make that decision.
It is their natural right.”
Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki’s media adviser, Ali
al-Moussawi, declined im-
mediate comment.

The specter of a divided
Iraq has been discussed
- and dismissed by many
- for months. Barzani said
Wednesday that he is still
committed to negotiating
a compromise before pro-
moting secession. But he
insisted it will be an option
if the government logjam
continues for much longer.
Barzani is the highest-
ranking lIraqi official to
disavow al-Maliki’s gov-
ernment for sidelining its

political opponents and, in
some cases, persecuting
them in what critics call an
unabashed power grab. He
stopped short of demand-
ing that al-Maliki step down
to ease the crisis. But he left
little doubt that tensions
between the central gov-
ernment in Baghdad and
the three-province Kurdish
region have reached a new
high.

Iraq expert Ramzy Mardini,
with the Institute for the
Study of War in Washing-
ton, said Barzani’s com-
ments likely are aimed more
at getting al-Maliki to bend
to Kurds on some posi-
tions instead of containing
a real threat to secede. He
noted that Kurds are years
away from having enough
oil and gas infrastructure
to produce the resources
necessary to support an in-
dependent state.

Oil disputes - specifically
Baghdad’s blacklisting of
ExxonMobil from bidding
on new projects as pun-
ishment for plans to work
in the Iraqi Kurdish region
- have been at the heart of
recent feuding between the
two sides.

“A unified Iraq is at the
center of US. policy and
concerns every neighbor-
ing state,” Mardini said.
“Despite the real financial
barriers, the very talk about
Kurdish independence still
makes everyone uneasy.
It's unwise to underesti-
mate the role Kurdish as-
pirations and fears play in
their calculus regarding
statehood.”

The Kurdish region in
Iraq’s north is politically
autonomous, although it
does receive a share of the
nation’s $100 billion annu-
al budget. It was created as
a haven for the country’s
ethnic Kurds in the 1970s
after years of fighting with
the central government
Kurds account for up to
20 percent of Iraq’s popu-
lation; it is unknown how
many of them live in the
northern region since there
has been no census taken
for years.
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Tony Windsor piles more pressure on Peter Slip-
per as Liberal MP rules out becoming Speaker

KEY independent Tony
Windsor has backed Liber-
al MP Patrick Secker to be-
come Speaker, as he also
added to pressure on Pe-
ter Slipper to remain stood
down from the post.

Mr Windsor has joined the
Coalition and fellow inde-
pendent Andrew Wilkie in
calling for Mr Slipper to
remain out of the Speak-
er’s chair until both crimi-
nal fraud and civil sexual
harassment allegations
against him are dealt with.

As the scandal surround-
ing Mr Slipper continues to
widen, with revelations he
spent more than $45,000
on limousine and taxi ser-
vices in just 18 months,
Mr Windsor said should
the Speaker stand down
permanently, he would be
“more than comfortable”
with Mr Secker taking his
place.

He considered Mr Secker
“a friend” and a “very, very

decent person”.
“If Peter Slipper did step
aside (permanently) I'd

be more than comfortable
with someone like Patrick
Secker taking up the role,”
Mr Windsor told Sky News.
“I think he is a very decent
individual.”

The Australian reported on
thursday that Mr Secker,
who last month lost a pre-
selection challenge in his
rural South Australian seat
of Barker, was open to tak-
ing up the role of Speaker
should Mr Slipper not re-
turn.

Mr Secker, the opposition
whip and a deputy speaker
in the previous two parlia-
ments, yesterday told The
Australian: “l am sure |
could do the job.”

Asked if he was interested
in replacing Mr Slipper he
said: “I don’t rule anything
in or out - that is politics.”

However Mr Secker today
issued a statement saying
reports he would be pre-
pared to consider a Labor
offer to assume the Speak-
er’s role were “absolutely
false”.

Coalition colleague Kelly
O’Dwyer also dismissed
the reports.

“I'm sure he wouldn’t want
to take a job from the worst
prime minister and govern-
ment this country has ever
seen,” Ms O’Dwyer said.
“I’m sure those reports are
completely inaccurate.”

Mr Secker was bitterly dis-
appointed when he lost
preselection on March 3 for
the safe South Australian
conservative seat of Bark-
er, which he has held for
the Coalition since 1998.
He said he was aware that
accepting any offer to as-
sume the speakership,
which carries a salary of
$323,750 - well above his
current backbencher’s sal-
ary of$185,000 - in the cur-
rent parliament may “not
actually be in my long-term
(personal) interest”.

Mr Slipper, the former Lib-
eral MP catapulted by La-
bor into the role of Speaker
on the last parliamentary
sitting day of last year, is
accused of misusing tax-
payer-funded  Cabcharge
dockets and of making un-
wanted sexual advances
towards 33-year-old male
staffer James Ashby.

The Sunshine Coast MP
has stood aside as Speak-

er while the fraud allega-
tions are investigated, but
he and the Gillard govern-
ment want him to return to
the chair before the sexual
harassment allegations are
dealt with.

But Mr Windsor today
joined Mr Wilkie in backing
Coalition calls for Mr Slip-
per to remain stood down
as Speaker until all allega-
tions are resolved.

Several Labor MPs are also
believed to have privately
backed calls for Mr Slipper
to remain stood aside until
he is completely cleared.
“My advice to him would be
to vacate the chair whilst
all these inquiries are go-
ing on and not force it to a
vote in the parliament,” Mr
Windsor told ABC Radio.
“It’s probably best for all of
us, Peter Slipper included,
that he stepped aside and
these matters are tidied
up before he resumes the
chair.

“I think Peter Slipper de-
serves the right of due
process of law but the im-
portant thing in my mind is
the importance of the role
of Speaker in our parlia-
ment.”

Coles’ pledge on carbon tax

Coles says it will try to
resist passing on the full
impact of the carbon tax
to its customers for fear
of hurting sales.
Australia’s second big-
gest supermarket chain
said on tuesday it would
prefer to absorb costs as-
sociated with the tax but
was still waiting for its
suppliers to notify Coles
of their own price rises.
“We are trying to deal with
it as best we can so that
we don’t have to pass on
increased prices,” Rich-
ard Goyder, chief execu-
tive of Coles’ owner Wes-
farmers, said.

Under the WA group,
Coles has been aggres-
sively discounting across
its grocery lines, espe-
cially fresh produce, as

part of a long-term strat-
egy to turn around the
business by selling more
to more customers. lts
success was reinforced
yesterday, with Coles’ lat-
est quarterly sales figures
showing the group has
again bettered its bigger
rival Woolworths.

The data shows that
customers continued to
pay less at the checkout
during the March quar-
ter, with Coles recording
price deflation of 3.6 per
cent for the quarter on the
back of discounting and
falling prices for fresh
produce.

Mr Goyder also said he
did not expect any cut
to official interest rates
to provide a big boost to
consumer spending.

A view to saving money puts Barry O>Farrell>s
panorama in peril

Nice view ... Sydney as seen from level 41 of the Governor Macquarie Tower | Pic: Ka-
trina Tepper Source: The Daily Telegraph

Moving out ... Premier Barry O>Farrell | pic: Tracee Lea.
Source: The Daily Telegraph

PREMIER Barry O>Farrell
and his government are set
to move out of their ivory
tower into more austere
surrounds - and possibly
even return full time to their
offices at state parliament.
The ministerial offices at
Governor Macquarie Tower
- boasting some of the best
views in Sydney - cost tax-
payers $18 million a year
complete with carparking.
However, Finance Minister
Greg Pearce is looking at
options to move ministers
out once the lease expires
in2014.

GMT is currently home
to the Premierss Office,
Premier>s Department and
the Treasury Department,
as well as all ministers.
Sources said options being
explored included moving
into Parliament House full
time or another govern-
ment-owned building such
as the under-utilised Land
and Property Information

building in Hospital Rd.
GMT costs $821.85 per
square metre per year.
Other government-leased
CBD office space costs al-
most half - an average of
$476.20 per square metre
per year.

The Governor Macquarie
Towerss lavish offices are
so cavernous there is now
an average of 21sq m per
member of staff.

The Premier has already
shunned GMT since reach-
ing office, preferring to
spend most of his time in
his parliamentary office
while his staff and other
ministers work out of the
tower. Sources  within
government have claimed
the Premier found GMT,
with its sweeping Harbour
views, “too palatial’.
Others have questioned
whether his working out of
another building has hin-
dered the government.

The lease for government

offices at Governor Mac-
quarie Tower, first entered
into by the Fahey Liberal
government in 1994, ex-
pires on December A1,
2014.

“The decision on where to
go after GMT will depend
on which option gives the
best value for money and
all possibilities will be as-
sessed with that in mind,”
Mr Pearce said.

‘Logic would dictate that
the most sensible and ec-
onomically sound option
would be to make use of a
building owned by the gov-
ernment.

“It doesn>t make sense to
rent an expensive com-
mercial property when the
government already owns
buildings which may well
be suitable.

“In the current economic
climate, the NSW govern-
ment simply cannot justify
paying almost $18 million
annually for the GMT of-
fices.

“That is almost double the
rate we pay on average for
other space of similar size
in the Sydney CBD.

“The government is cur-
rently actively looking at
lower-cost alternatives in
the Sydney CBD, including
opportunities for further
consolidation of current
government office space.
“We simply cannot justify
paying top dollar for minis-
terial offices in a prime city
location when we know we
can get the same space for
half the price elsewhere in
the Sydney CBD.”
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Peter Slipper ‘disguised lavish limousine trips’

Peter Slipper has stood down as Speaker while the expenses rort claims
are investigated. Picture: Supplied Source: The Daily Telegraph

SPEAKER Peter Slipper is
engulfed in another scan-
dal amid claims he adjust-
ed taxi vouchers to con-
ceal lavish travel costs, in
a possible breach of Com-
monwealth law.

Canberra limousine driver
Berris Crossin told The
Daily Telegraph Mr Slipper
had an arrangement with
her to adjust his travel
details to minimise suspi-
cions over the size of his
taxi fares.

Ms Crossin - a driver with
Canberra Hire Cars - con-
firmed Mr Slipper would
insist on filling out four or
five Cabcharge dockets to
cover a single trip because
“it didn’t look as bad as
one big fare”.

Ms Crossin confirmed Mr
Slipper would sign mul-
tiple dockets which would
be processed manually.
This would allow the MP
to disguise the size of his
travel bill.

“Instead of having one big
hit, he will do it over half a
dozen,” Ms Crossin said.
The limousine driver said
she would pick up Mr Slip-
per from his Canberra
home and take him to a va-
riety of venues including
Parliament, to dinner, “or
he went shopping”.

His travel costs would be
tallied up and then paid for
using multiple dockets.
Last night, Mr Slipper
said all Cabcharges were
“completed correctly and
were for travel within en-
titlement”.

He said it was “appropriate
that the passenger would
complete the Cabcharge
forms, making sure they
are correct, then sign the
Cabcharge forms and give

to the driver”.

Department of Finance re-
cords show Canberra Hire
Cars has profited hand-
somely from Mr Slipper.
Taxpayers paid $575
for six trips on April 19,
2010 - with one fare cost-
ing $75.68 and described
by Mr Slipper as “city to
city”.

Documents obtained un-
der freedom of information
laws show a long list of
taxi and limousine travel
undertaken by Mr Slipper
since 2010.

Multiple fares of about
$300 each way have been
notched up by the Speaker
for travel between Bris-
bane airport and his home
at Buderim on the Sun-
shine Coast - sometimes
more than once a day.
Limousine driver Antwan
Kaikaty has driven the
Queensland MP around
Sydney for 19 years, in-
cluding in recent months
in a luxurious $230,000
black Audi A8.

Mr Kaikaty confirmed Mr
Slipper would supply mul-
tiple Cabcharges to pay
for Sydney travel - includ-
ing for three trips in Janu-
ary and February.

Mr Kaikaty said Mr Slip-
per had been “my client”
for a number of years and
would provide him with a
“few vouchers” at the end
of travel.

As Mr Slipper fights to
clear his name, the Gil-
lard government is facing
a backlash from MPs over
suggestions the Speaker
could be returned to his
role as early as the budget
on May 8.

Independent MP Andrew
Wilkie last night said Mr

Slipper should remain in
the political sin bin un-
til his sexual harassment
court case with former
staffer James Ashby was
finalised.

“lI am of the strong view
that Peter Slipper should
not resume the Speaker’s
chair until all of the allega-
tions against him are dealt
with, including the alle-
gation of sexual harass-
ment,” he said.

A growing number of La-
bor MPs privately agree
with this view, arguing it
would be embarrassing for
Mr Slipper to preside over
parliament with such seri-
ous allegations hanging
over him.

Mr Ashby, a 33-year-old
adviser to Mr Slipper, is
suing the Commonwealth
and claims he was sexual-
ly harassed by Mr Slipper.
He also plans to provide
a statement to the Austra-
lian Federal Police about
his claims that he saw
Cabcharge dockets being

misused.The fresh claims
about Mr Slipper’s Cab-
charge use involve a pos-
sible breach of the Com-
monwealth Crimes Act.
Canberra Hire Cars, which
is owned by the Aerial
Capital Group, said it was
willing to co-operate with
the Federal Police, includ-
ing providing detailed GPS
records that track of each
individual trip its limou-
sines make.

Group managing director
Mark Bramston said: “We
have information on any
trip and if the police re-
quest the information, we
are required to give it to
them”.

The Commonwealth Crimi-
nal Code Act makes a
crime of supplying infor-
mation that is “false and
misleading” or “omits any
matter or thing without
which the information is
misleading”.

The offence carries a
potential jail term of 12
months.

FOREIGN Minister Bob
Carr has dismissed the
Peter Slipper scandal as
“a temporary federal is-
sue” that is of no interest
internationally.

Senator Carr is in the US
this week to meet with of-
ficials from the Obama
administration, as well as
senior politicians.

He met with Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton on
Wednesday.

Senator Carr said the cur-
rent scandal surrounding
the former Liberal turned
independent MP did not af-
fect talks with US officials.
“No one is remotely inter-
ested in that here in the
United States,” Mr Carr

Slipper scandal ‘temporary issue’ - Carr

told ABC Television on
Wednesday.

He predicted it would be
business as usual for the
federal government, once
the scandal died down.
“This government, | pre-
dict, will continue to get its
legislation through ... and
beyond these temporary
federal issues of the day in
Canberra, we want to see
the big picture, and the big
work being done for the fu-
ture of this nation.”

Mr Slipper stood aside as
Speaker at the weekend,
pending a possible crimi-
nal investigation into al-
legations he misused tax-
payer-funded Cabcharge
vouchers.

West Australian MP’s son
Luke Woollard declares
bankruptcy over claim

THE son of a West Austra-
lian MP is declaring bank-
ruptcy, saying he cannot
afford to pay $230,000 in
compensation to a woman
who was seriously injured
when he crashed his fa-
ther’s boat.

Luke Woollard, 23, the
son of Alfred Cove inde-
pendent MP Janet Wool-
lard, was sued in the
District Court in Perth by
Kate Campbell, 24, to re-
cover more than $200,000
in medical and legal bills,
lost earnings and dental
treatment

Ms Campbell was nearly
killed when she slammed
into the boat’s dashboard
after a drunk Mr Woollard
crashed into a navigation
pylon near Perth’s Canning
Bridge in the early hours of
November 1, 20017.

Mr Woollard was ferry-
ing people, including Ms
Campbell, after a day and
night of drinking to cel-
ebrate end-of-year univer-
sity exams.

In earlier criminal pro-
ceedings, Mr Woollard
received a suspended
sentence after pleading
guilty to causing grievous
bodily harm.

On March 30 this year,
following a civil action
in the District Court in
Perth, Judge Philip Mc-
Cann found in favour of
Ms Campbell and said she
should receive $229,6217

in compensation.

In a statement late yester-
day, Mr Woollard said he
could not afford to pay Ms
Campbell and would have
to declare bankruptcy.

He said he had made a stu-
pid decision on the night
of the boat crash, but had
since been subjected to
years of criminal and civil
litigation, and suffered
more adverse publicity
than most murderers.

“I hope that the commu-
nity accepts that this is
enough. | would like from
now on to build a life and
a career.”

Mr Woollard said he re-
mained deeply sorry for
what he did to Ms Camp-
bell and he wished her
well for the future.

He said his parents had
twice offered Ms Camp-
bell $100,000 to settle the
civil litigation, but she had
refused the offer.
Following the awarding of
compensation, Ms Camp-
bell said Mr Woollard had
spared no expense in
defending the legal ac-
tion against him, and she
hoped his family would
stand behind him to help
her and her family recover
from their losses.

She said she would always
be angry over the way she
was forced to fight to get
compensation for her in-
juries and that the boat
wasn’t insured.

Government seeks to save 80 jobs at
parts supplier CMI Industrial

FORD will shut its Australian
car-making operations until
Wednesday and has stood
down about 1800 workers
after a supplier was put into
administration.

Ford spokeswoman Sinead
Phipps said production
would cease at the close
of business on thursday
and not resume until next
Wednesday.

About 1800 workers would
be stood down at the Broad-
meadows and Geelong plants
tomorrow and Tuesday next
week, while a rostered day

off would go ahead as sched-
uled on Monday, Ms Phipps
said.

She said Friday and Tues-
day were down days that
had been brought forward
and would enable workers to
be paid 50 per cent of their
wages, which they could top
up with annual leave.

Ms Phipps said Ford believed
it would take CMI administra-
tors several days to stabilise
the business and resume
production, and it would then
be 24 hours before parts
were available to Ford.
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Connect with us on:

the middie east

Established 1996,

Editor in Chief: Antonios Bourizk

Tel: 02 87648186

Fax :02 87648062

Email: ads@meherald.com.au- info@meherald.com.au
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Narre Warren South

11712 [T o]y NSSS—— (+61) 410-103-848 +61) 298-912-551 &Broad Meadows Nas Data Communication......... (+61) 387-949-876
Belmore Black Town Perth Botany
(+61) 400-466-484 Little Parand.....eoeeececeeeeesreees (+61) 296-761-633 City Fresh Supermarket.............. (+61) 892-275-659 3D Thinking (+61) 402-998-494
(+61) 413-240-342 Dandenong Perth Sartaj Gran Satellite...........(+61) 423-631-129 Brisbane
:\);:'S\ey ) Dorakhshan Market........................ (+61) 397-948-418 Ariana /_\FG LY 1 L1 C— (+61) 421-883-650 Afshar Market (+61) 738-477-396
aelie A01-491 540 Melbourne Adellaid Basir Satellite (+61)421-511-234
Super Sahel...... . (+61) 294-176-766 IStar Persian BAzar...............(+61) 393-549-212 (+61) 884-438-599 asir >atell
Heshmat Satellite.. ..(+61) 400-078-000 Austech Telecom (+61) 410-514-439 (+61) 404-541-835 Aburn
Tech Solutions... ..(+61) 402-666-555 Bamyan Halal Butchers (+61) 397-932-636 Geelong Zam Zam Market........w: (+61) 431-207 576
Bullono............ ..(+61) 043-300-8974 & Grocery Nima Satellite.......o..rovermrrrrn (+61) 040-172-9598 Southport Gold coast
Niavaran Market ......... ...(+61) 294-771-772 Sid SALEITE.errmmmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeirnnd (+61) 415-406-500 Parramatta Sara & SEVAA .ooovvvvennrrreeesesssneeee (+61) 756 970014
Broadcasting Australia Satellite...(+61) 298-912-551 Super Gulph..... .(+61) 398-502-992 Little Persia (+61) 296-301-648 Persian Supermarket
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Customer Service: Sales:

Tel: +1-416-202-6608

Tel: +1-604-293-1000

Fax:1-905-709-1910
info@glarab.com
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