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380 Lt Shadow Line Vanity
Refrigerator Frameless 't 750mm

Primera Series Shower Now
H2eure Screen

$240

e Finger Pull with
NOw NOwW e
$650

¢ Dimensions: 750mm
Lex Toilet Suit
o Stalnless Steel Look refrigerator

$450 X 460mm x 540mm
Multi Flow Coolina Svst ® 900mm x 900mm X 1950mm
: Fulﬁ Il\lo OFVrvostO g;;g’?emys & ¢ 10mm thick tempered glass Now
* Reversible doors (toughen glass) $250
e Quick Freezer Compartment ¢ |ncludes hinges, brackets, : ;
e Interior Light in both Fridge & Freezer ‘L’ handle, and 2 x corner " o Available S or PTrap

e Freezer Door Racks shelves. | I
e Humidity Controlled Vegetable Crisper Complies with Australian . %‘QEKCTSSV?/QW

Bins o
» Twist Ice Trays and Storage Bin standard : j'gtlé';[re 3 Litre Dual Flush

e Nett Total Volume 380It * 12 months warranty

Square basin and wall mixers Solid Doors Multi-function Shower Unit
Now $85 EA RRP $480 NOW $210 L

o With square wide lever handle.

. Sﬁhd br'c}ss ci?nstrucnon with i ~ .’ NMOW $ 90
chrome finish. 290
o Australian Standard, 4 star I ¥ |
water rating (6.9L/min). X ¥ o Square or Round
e T y y * Solid Brass Rail
o Comes with  years i i I .

manufacturer’s warranty on o Australian Standard, 3 star
cartridge. water rating

Calida Privacy Set Double Loaded 60 x 60 Laminate Timber
Complete Porcelain Floor Tiles Flooring

12 years warranty FROM $14 NOW FROM $1 C ]

RRP $73.00 P P W, Ul

NOW $48 \ e
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Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we’re always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS (lad
& Security

(it

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of i .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be WJ‘M‘ O'G
suitable to join our team you must: - -
e Hold a first Aid certificate ' and 4-,‘,-,4-4
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &‘ pS:ﬂrI?
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s .
e Speak fluent English J : ‘3 Hh
e Have excellent presentation %Y‘ Mbﬁ"
e Bereliable 5 e .
We have the following security positions available; )hﬂ‘-j M‘&"
Crowd Control - e
(Events) Audlee
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions skkk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions o & e e
available. 49 o n>
Previous Applicants need not apply - 495194 O
No recruitment companies a 1A
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S "M‘ é.’a 423
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolad! A o
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au ™
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@ DIVINE

“Iebanese & Continenta[ Cuisine

g.ops.ihul.uﬁm
s alucel
dsl cealalae
daghd il B
coml 2l il
Wbfilowi cl
6 jum (dan;y dosl
d...m.ll

Birthdays, Christenings, Holy Communion, Engagements,
Pre Weddings, Weddings, Ladies Night Out, Wakes,
Christmas & New Year
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Security Parking 2)kies
Gary:0432712010- 9721 1611

6 Kane Street, Guildford NSW 2161

*LIMITED TIME ONLY.

OFFER AVAILABLE ONLY FROM SUNDAY - THURSDAY

(Keratin shampoos and conditioners not included)

FULL COLOUR sz; o FULL COLOUR +SM o Cu
+15 FOILS Brow Wal + Half HoadliESy

$65.00 e T

FULL HEAD FOILS
+ Toner * Any Length

$95.00

HALF HEAD +SuieCut
+ Treatment

FOILS + Blow Wave

$65.00 :iroharex

7
15 FOILS + TONER

$45 00
!L—ign { 8¢

FULL HEAD + Swecut
FOILS

$85.00 ‘i

lv .|1 |
'.] [ ! .- + Blow Wave
f) I i + T
!l ! ! o * Long Hair
| { “‘ 1
I8 b =
1 i o e
{ ! - land
i +Tred don
[ + Blo 1023, Nex
' ‘ .00 -] 304415

BRING A FRIEND FOR A KERATIN SMOOTHING
TREATMENT AND GET YOURS FOR $99 (ANY LENGTH)
OR BRING TWO FRIENDS AND

Ger vours FOR FREE !

REAL 100%
HUMAN HAIR %=
L EXTENSIONS '

our price list

trim + shampoo (from)..........cccoviiiiiiiiiiiicse s $20.00
restyle cut + shampoo ...... ..$25.00
secondary school cut............... ..$20.00
pensioner’s + primary school ci ..$10.00
mens cuts (from)......... ..$12.00
tint regrowth (from) ........ceoirieiiiieirisee e $20.00
ULl COIOUF (SNOT)...vvvveveieieiereieieieiesesenesesesesenenenesesesenen $30.00
blow wave (short) ....... ..$20.00
streaks (short top).........ccccceeee.
15 foils (any length bleach only
toner (from)......cccoviviiininiicincnns
perm (short).........ce...
upstyle (from).........ccceeeiiiniiiicinne

intense treatment(from) ..................

japanese chemical straightening (from).
keratin smoothing treatment (from) ..........cccocoeviiiinnae $150.00

:1dll CI H

Stockland Merryla
Located on Ground Level,
Shop 1023, Next to SES

9632 4415

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday.......9am......... 5:30pm
Tuesday .....9am.........5:30pm
Wednesday..9am..........5: SOpm
Thursday......9am

We now have a
private room for

scarfed ladies
Appointments not necessary

Present
erandV
reCG\Ve a
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Melbourne OJgele

L

@ 4ihg Wlea IPS Security @ N
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken

promises, lack of re;spegtr,lgr?gaeepreciation? Its time for IPS oy s B L U E S T A R

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. 3 S . 0 g i1stics
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (s O€CUY ltY

reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *

Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)ﬁ'.d" Y * h Y : Lh’
excellence. Pw. w
. : :

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of Tl
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be MA‘M‘ O'G

suitable to join our team you must: - ah,ﬁ‘ Oﬂ‘ L ‘
e Hold a first Aid certificate Rt detetht] o 0N xﬂ w ’ M 3
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘:“ qS“ﬂ?b ek m e s P

e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . “‘ . ‘.uu' y‘wmim ' p
Jheslg Slods J” '

e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation Mﬁ‘ :\H‘ )”‘ HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
o Bereliable T . . 2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vie 3062
We have the following security positions available; JML.’ dald| Tek (03) 9308 0880 Fax: {03) 9308 0506

Crowd Control .
(Events) Awdlee

e RSA certificate

BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE |  PERTH:

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions sksksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions

A1\ BesaleighR | GGeomeSheet | 68 McDovel Sireet
Acacia i, 0 4108 | Green Fieks, 54 7107 | Welspeol Wa 6106
Te: (07} XA T400 | Tek {OR) £282 6AG5 | Te:(08) 51 4765

00““

) available. My}o uw N
Previous Applicants need not apply R {07) 34 7500 | Farc (08} 8359 0044
No recruitment companies Y
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S "‘J'“'" ‘..’g MA

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolad| (2 Buag Email: blue.star@hluestarlogistics.com.au - Web Site: www.hluestarlogistics.com.au

_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au r

TOTO'S F'ZZA HousE

est 1961

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
www.totospizzahouse.com 101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053

o 44 Mk '.. 'i ..l..l..l..l‘.l'..l‘.‘

U9 9 s
Lt st B (T ¥

Pizza — Pasta — Steak — Seafood
dagaiull dedlll Boail Fasdl LS
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Hatem

it DL Al 99 39heo 3130 idond| dussupo
Electrical Contracting ' /

y . ¥/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
g Registered Migration Agent
'i; L MARN; 1174229
sl A = FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

._ ‘a;il.'r '&S}u’b ey <als
) ON 0413 805 930.

Pk I [ KRV Tk
o "NSJ i Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

J.mé! em t;\.":) Lﬁg — LS AFCentraI Immiratiqn Sglutior!s, our qualified legal experts can assist
LG"S-" U-LG leasd| Zv;tﬁ)f;gl;:gﬁ?i/?;azractlce, including

On SalS Upyd il dwsmnidl| [ SEEICH Y

" o s . - /i .

e I ol | Pt

dtdSonntd | L 19 el 3L | ‘}\52 Ly 2gSd | Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

P Alas . dlelall B Guua .. dad pt dadd Rty wilaleadly dyglandy 19! (aul 0 gevasnst Py
- 3 1 *Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage

Celebrant Reg No. A11175

ag 4 " u’e ’hu "2/*& M *Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
T 0457555555 : @l e Jhaidt

— - *Marriages* *Comnitments* *Funerals' -

TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686 8 yone ! 8 gt it 3 ymgl| MMolae paded o (B QS Lol | pobacnd
MOB: 0417 949 650 0413805930 :@d s ko a1l 3 Bk

TR AT Z i X

Sagdr Aogilir Bl L L L
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Annual Dinner Dance Party

5th May, 2012 at 8.00pm

La Mirage Reception “Oasis Room”

210 Hume Hwy, Somerton

$60.00 per person
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Pilgrimage Tour 9 Sep - 7 Oct 2012
JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE VISIT OF POPE BENEDICT XVI IN LEBANON Travel

D00 TS

Accompanied by: Fr John Harb

Beirut- Jeita
Baalbek
Harissa

ITALY

Milano -Rome
~  Vatican -Venice

GREECE

Athens - Patras

HOLY LAND

Jerusalem
Nazareth

JORDAN

Amman - Petra
Jarash

Tour Includes: Full itinerary, all airfare tickets & taxes - Professional Tour Guide,
Luxury Equipped Motorcoach 5 star - All sightseeing & entry fees,
$6 5 5 0 For enquiries and bookings Travel 2000: 9791 6606 or 0400 544 864
/" OLOLW: 0419 445 116 or 0414 578 578
If you wish to join this tour, book early (limited seats only)

Email: trvI2k

p com.au or layoul88@gmail.com

accommodation twin share 4 star hotels. Breakfast and dinners.

SERVICES

2WAY TOWING

SERVICES

Arthur Nohra - Truck Owner
MOB: 0414 41 90 90/ 0416 22 37 98 FAX: 9613 1970

24

HOUR
SERVICE
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Mikati Cabinet survives vote of confidence

The Lebanese Parliamnet. (The Daily StariMahmoud Kheir)

BEIRUT: A  battered
Lebanese  government
survived a vote of confi-
dence after a three-day
parliamentary  session
marked by harsh criti-
cism from the March 14
coalition, which called for
forming a neutral govern-
ment to supervise next
year’s general election.
After most March 14 MPs
walked out of Parliament,
63 MPs granted the Cabi-
net a vote of confidence
after Kataeb (Phalange)
MP Sami Gemayel called
for the vote. Gemayel was
joined by his two col-
leagues from the Kataeb
Party in voting no.
Gemayel’s move came
after he failed to receive
assurances from Finance
Minister Mohammad Sa-
fadi that he would reject
the payment of around
$400 million in compen-
sation to Minister Nicolas
Fattoush, owed to him by
the state for his family’s
quarrying business.
Fattoush maintains the
amount is approximately
$250 million.

Gemayel initially called
for the vote of confidence

during his speech in the
early evening, which
prompted a round of con-
tacts among Berri, Mi-
kati and MPs Akram She-
hayeb, Marwan Hamade
and George Adwan to
Gemayel to
withdraw the request.

As itappeared increasing-
ly likely that a vote would
go ahead, March 8 politi-
cians scrambled into ac-
tion, as Michel Aoun and
Suleiman Franjieh, who
had stayed away from the
previous days’ debate,
arrived at Nijmeh Square
to ensure enough votes.
Shehayeb, from Walid
Jumblatt’s bloc, also
contacted his colleagues,
asking them to attend the
session.

Parliamentary  sources
told The Daily Star that
Berri had agreed with Mi-
kati on holding a vote of
confidence in the Cabinet
after the March 8 coali-
tion felt confident that it
had secured a simple ma-
jority.

Shortly before the vote,
Gemayel stated that “we
know in advance where
the majority is ... and that

convince

the Cabinet won’tfall.” But
Gemayel was also insis-
tent on the need to form
a parliamentary commit-
tee to investigate alleged
illegalities in the electric-
ity sector, to which Mikati
responded, “I don’t mind,
I work transparently.”
Gemayel’s request was
also welcomed by Mi-
kati, while Berri said the
request would be exam-
ined by Parliament’s sec-
retariat, before receiving
formal approval from the
full house.

Berri noted that several
MPs had put forward
similar demands, which
would be then merged
into a single proposal by
Parliament’s secretariat.
Gemayel voted “no con-
fidence” when the roll
call vote was held, add-
ing “congratulations to
Minister Fattoush on the
$400 million.” He was
joined by his fellow Ka-
taeb MPs, Samir Saade
and Fadi Habr.

The vote followed Mi-
kati’s 18-minute defense
of his government’s do-
mestic performance and
its stance on the crisis

in Syria, while acknowl-
edging that his Cabinet
contained differences of
opinion on various is-
sues.

“Once again, the policy of
disassociation [on Syria]
is a Lebanese one par
excellence,” made neces-
sary by Lebanon’s rela-
tions with both Syria and
the rest of the Arab world,
the prime minister said.

“Dissociation doesn’t
mean abandoning our
humanitarian duty to

Syrians who have been
forced to take refuge in
Lebanon,” he added.
Mikati said the Lebanese
Army had been deployed
“along the entire bor-
der” with Syria to ensure
Lebanon would not pose
a threat to the Syrian re-
gime, and to protect its
own sovereignty. “There
are differences of opinion
among ministers, but we
haven’t reached the point
of doubting each other’s
[intentions],” he said.
During the evening ses-
sion, MPs from both sides
of the divide addressed
the house, prompting
ministers in Mikati’s Cab-
inet to demand the oppor-
tunity to reply.

When Berri agreed, the
prospect of an all-night
session suddenly ap-
peared, since many of the
30-minister government
had been accused of vari-
ous types of illegalities
during the preceding ses-
sions.

In the end, only four min-
isters — Mohammad Safa-
di, Gebran Bassil, Hassan
Diab and Marwan Charbel
— managed to respond,
before Mikati stepped in
to answer for his Cabinet,
vowing that ministers
would seriously address
the various issues raised
during the session at a
later date.

Berri said 34 opposition
MPs had addressed the

house during the three-
day session, along with
28 from the pro-govern-
ment camp, for at least 28
hours of debate.

During the seven-hour
evening session, ex-
Prime Minister Fouad
Siniora called for a “neu-
tral Cabinet” to supervise
next year’s scheduled
parliamentary elections.
Siniora lashed out at Mi-
kati’s Cabinet and Hezbol-
lah. “This Cabinet is no
longer useful for anything
... it has failed in the sim-
plest mission ... it failed to
prepare draft budget laws
for 2011 and 2012. Why
does this Cabinet exist,
and continue to exist, if
it can’t prepare two draft
budgets for the represen-
tatives of the people.

As for the situation in
Syria, Siniora said the
March 14 camp opposed
interference in Syrian af-
fairs, and supported the
process of “peaceful
change.”

Siniora also urged an in-
vestigation into the elec-
tricity sector. March 14
groups accuse Energy
Minister Bassil of being
involved in illegal deals
in negotiations to rent
power-generating boats
to improve the deteriorat-
ing sector.

The government’s per-
formance was strongly
defended by Nabatieh
MP Mohammad Raad, the
head of Hezbollah’s par-
liamentary bloc. He said
Cabinet passed a com-
prehensive plan to boost
the electricity sector, took
necessary measures to
prevent importing spoiled
food, passed a draft law to
raise the minimum wage,
and increased the wages
of Lebanese University
professors, among other
achievements.

However, Raad admitted
the achievements had
failed to meet the peo-

ple’s expectations due to
the opposition’s “nega-
tive manner in dealing
with the Cabinet” and the
deep political polarization
in the country.

Also during the evening
session, Shehayeb ex-
pressed solidarity with
Lebanese Forces leader
Samir Geagea, the sub-
ject of an assassination
bid earlier this month.
Shehayeb demanded that
security bodies “assume
their responsibilities and
uncover the full details”
of the incident, while
Bsharri MP Elie Keyrouz,
from the LF, asked why
Telecommunications Min-
ister Nicolas Sehnaoui,
who previously provided
security services with
phone records, has re-
fused to release it for the
investigation of the at-
tempt on Geagea’s life.

In the morning session,
Baabda MP Alain Aoun,
from the FPM, launched
a fierce attack against the
Future Movement, saying
that governments that
ruled in the past had been
responsible for the coun-
try’s massive public debt
and corruption.

Aoun’s remarks drew the
ire of Future Movement
lawmakers who interrupt-
ed him repeatedly and ex-
changed insults with the
MP.

Akkar MP Khaled Daher
accused rivals of the
March 14 coalition of hav-
ing used arms “20 times”
since the signing of the
2008 Doha Accord and of
withdrawing from Hariri’s
government, thereby forc-
ing its collapse. He also
urged Hezbollah to hand
over the four suspects
accused by the Special
Tribunal for Lebanon of
involvement in the assas-
sination of former Prime
Minister Rafik Hariri. —
Additional reporting by
Dana Khraiche
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March 14 fires barrage at Cabinet

March 14 lawmakers questioned the government’s policies. (The Daily StariMoham-

med Azakir)

BEIRUT: March 14 MPs
launched a fierce attack
on the Cabinet of Prime
Minister Najib Mikati at
Parliament Tuesday,
slamming its approach to
the turmoil in Syria and
its performance in ad-
dressing socio-economic
demands and security
concerns in the country.
For his part, Mikati de-
fended his Cabinet dur-
ing the assembly, the first
of a three-day session
to discuss government
policy, arguing that it has
preserved stability while
admitting certain short-
comings in carrying out
administrative  appoint-
ments.

Twenty lawmakers spoke
during the session and
another 53 have submit-
ted to Speaker Nabih Berri
their names to speak.

In a speech he delivered
at the beginning of the
session, Mikati defended
Lebanon’s policy of dis-
sociating itself from all
Arab League decisions
on Syria.

“This policy is not an eva-
sion of responsibility, it
is fulfilling responsibil-
ity and protecting Leba-
non,” he said. The prime
minister added that Leba-
non could not affect the
course of events in its
neighbor but was itself af-
fected by events there. He
stressed that stability was
his government’s priority.
“There were certain pri-

orities when forming the
government and its main
one was that of stability
as pertains to three fac-
tors, stability in the south
. financing the Special
Tribunal for Lebanon ...
and events in the region,
particularly in  Syria,”
Mikati said, addressing
MPs.

But he admitted there
were shortcomings in
the Cabinet’s handling of
finalizing administrative
appointments.

“As you know, the Cabinet
is not one-sided, as some
had claimed when it was
formed. There is some
bickering in the Cabinet,”
Mikati said.

Since its formation last
year, the Cabinet had
done little to fill public
sector posts, more than
half of which remain va-
cant.

Mikati also highlighted his
Cabinet’s achievements
in the fields of electricity,
telecommunications and
delineating maritime bor-
ders.

Deputy-Speaker Farid Ma-
kari, the first member of
the opposition to address
the assembly, launched a
scorching attack on Mi-
kati, accusing him of en-
couraging “terrorism.”
“Yes, you, Mr. Prime Min-
ister, you personally en-
couraged terrorists to
take action again,” Makari
said, citing the govern-
ment’s failure to search

for the men accused in
the assassination of for-
mer Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri.

The government’s laxity
on security matters, Ma-
kari went on to say, “was
a very bad example and
assured criminals and
those behind them that
they can assassinate their
opponents without being
held accountable.”“How
can the prime minister
accept that the Lebanese
foreign minister becomes
the Syrian regime’s de-
fense attorney .. drag-
ging Lebanon into taking
position that contradicts
those of the majority of
Arab and world states?”
asked Makari

Makari slammed the Cabi-
net for “disassociating
itself” from the defense
of Lebanon’s borders
against Syrian incursions.
Several Lebanese have
been killed by gunfire
coming across the bor-
der from Syria, including
cameraman Ali Shaaban,
who was killed last week
in the northern border
area of Wadi Khaled.
Addressing Mikati, Makari
said: “Resign prime min-
ister before you lose all
your political capital. Re-
sign before you lose your
credibility in a Cabinet
which honors [no one],”
he said.

Meanwhile, Batroun MP
Antoine Zahra criticized
what he described as the

government’s refusal to
refer to the Judicial Coun-
cil the recent attempted
assassination of LF lead-
er Samir Geagea, despite
the destabilizing potential
of the attack.

Zahra lamented his March
14 coalition’s inability to
topple the Cabinet.

“This Parliament cannot
hold this Cabinet account-
able because its survival
stems from the forces of
the status quo ... our role
is limited to speaking in
the hopes of awaken-
ing their conscience,” he
said.

A fight broke out dur-
ing the session be-
tween Chouf MP Marwan
Hamade and Ilawmak-
ers from Michel Aoun’s
Change and Reform par-
liamentary bloc.

Hamade was angered by
Baalbek-Hermel MP Emile
Rahme, who accused the
March 14 coalition of al-
lowing the construction
of an illegal telecommu-
nications station in the
Barouk Mountains. The
station, which was report-
edly linked to Israel, was
dismantled in 2009.
Hamade said FPM and
Hezbollah officials owned
the station, prompting
MPs from both groups to
respond. Rahme stepped
in, facing off against Aley
MP Akram Shehayeb be-
fore Berri intervened and
restored order.

Beirut MP Ghazi Youssef,
from the Future Move-
ment, lashed out at Ener-
gy Minister Gebran Bassil
and Telecommunications
Minister Nicolas Seh-
naoui.

Youssef said that despite
spending around $350
million by Aoun’s minis-
ters to improve cellular
networks, “we are still
complaining about the
bad service.”

“Minister Sehnaoui him-
self is complaining about
this matter and he is plan-
ning to spend an addition-
al $150 million ... to im-
prove cellular networks,”
he said.

What is important to the
telecommunications min-

isters, continued Youssef,
is “awarding contracts [to
companies tasked with
improving the network]
away from standards,
rules, oversight and ac-
countability.”

Youssef also accused
Bassil of not seeking
loans from Arab funds to
finance a $1.2 billion plan
to boost the electricity
sector as stipulated by
law.

“Minister Bassil refus-
es these funds to avoid
oversight, transparency
and environmental stan-
dards,” he argued.

In his speech later in the
session, Baalbek-Hermel
MP Nawwar Saheli, from
Hezbollah, defended the
Cabinet’s disassociation
policy.

“We are with dissociat-
ing ourselves so that the
Syrian crisis will not spill
over into Lebanon and so
that we do not interfere in
Syrian internal affairs,”
he said.

Saheli accused the March
14 coalition of meddling

in Syrian affairs. “Who
is inciting fighting and
stands by the side of peo-
ple who encourage civil
war? ... Have they forgot-
ten their demand for dip-
lomatic ties with Syria
and the implementation
of the Taif agreement?”
he asked. While stress-
ing that the Cabinet was
combating the corruption
of previous Cabinets, Sa-
heli criticized the delays
in appointing a new head
for the Higher Judicial
Council and a general
prosecutor.
Baalbek-Hermel MP As-
sem Qanso, from the
Baath Party, wondered
aloud why some MPs at-
tack Syria when Lebanon
had invited the Syrian
army to the country.
“Following the civil war,
the Syrian army disarmed
Lebanese militias and
provided their arms to
the Lebanese Army,” said
Qanso. “This means that
we should maintain good
ties with Syria based on
mutual respect.”

Geagea implicitly blames March 8 for

assassination attempt

BEIRUT: Lebanese Forces
leader Samir Geagea im-
plicitly accused the rival
March 8 camp Tuesday of
trying to assassinate him.
He also described Leba-
non’s sectarian ruling
system as “a dictatorial
system,” predicting its
collapse similar to last
year’s downfall of auto-
cratic regimes in some
Arab countries as a result
of popular upheavals.
“Those who carried out
the assassination attempt
are cowards because had
they been able to confront
us politically, they would
have done so. Let them
confront us politically as
we do.

We are not shy nor do
we fear anyone. But they
have neither logic nor a
policy. Their policy is one
of killing and crimes,” he
said in a clear reference to
the Hezbollah-led March 8

parties.

Speaking at his residence
in Maarab, the LF leader
added that he and other
March 14 leaders had the
means to protect them-
selves against assassina-
tion attempts.

Geagea said on April 4
that he had escaped an
assassination attempt
when a sniper’s shots
were fired at his residence
in Maarab in Kesrouan. He
said the incident had re-
quired expertise, claiming
that the shots had been
fired a long distance from
the target site.

Geagea renewed the LF’s
call for the Telecom-
munications Ministry to
provide security services
with telecoms data, say-
ing the data was “very
important” to avert any
assassination attempt
or any bad security inci-
dent.
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Syria pledges to respect Annan’s peace
plan in full. China

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, second right,

speaks with Syrian Foreign Minister Walid Muallemalso,

second left, in Moscow on Tuesday, April 10, 2012. R

Syrian Foreign Minister Walid Muallem (R) speaks with Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) chief Jakob Kel-
lenberger during a meeting in Damascus on April 3, 2012.

BEIJING: China
Wednesday Syria’s for-

said

eign minister had pledged
to respect UN. envoy
Kofi Annan’s peace plan
and cooperate with a U.N.
team sent to monitor a
fragile ceasefire in the
restive state.

Walid Moallem’s com-
ments to his Chinese
counterpart Yang Jiechi
come after fresh violence
was reported in Syria --
where over 9,000 people
have died in the past 13
months of fighting -- de-
spite the ceasefire that
began last week.

“Syrian Foreign Minis-
ter Walid Moallem... said
Syria would continue to...
respect and implement
Annan’s ‘six-point pro-
posal’,” China’s foreign
ministry quoted Moallem
as telling Yang in Bei-
jing.

Moallem also said Da-

mascus remained com-

mitted to implementing
the ceasefire, withdraw-
ing troops and cooperat-
ing with U.N. observers, it
added.

The foreign minister is
on a short visit to China
aimed at briefing Beijing
on his nation’s latest ef-
forts to implement An-
nan’s six-point peace
proposal, which came
into force Thursday and
includes the ceasefire
and troop withdrawal.

A U.N. team has arrived in
the restive nation to mon-
itor the ceasefire, but dip-
lomats say negotiations
between Damascus and
the advance six-member
party have become dead-
locked over whether they
can operate across the
whole country.

U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton has said
the United States is still
“hoping for the best” but
is discussing with other

powers what to do in the
event the peace plan col-
lapses.

She has also called on
Damascus to honour An-
nan’s plan in full, pointing
out that the proposal also
means allowing peaceful
demonstrations, releas-
ing political prisoners
and allowing a peaceful
political transition to be-
gin.

Yang told Moallem he
hoped Syria would coop-
erate with Annan’s medi-
ation work, as well as the
U.N. observer mission,
according to the minis-
try.

Opposition groups in
Syria have accused the
regime of violating the
ceasefire, and the Syrian
National Council says the
government is still carry-
ing out “massacres.”
However, Russian For-
eign  Minister  Sergei
Lavrov has pointed the
finger at the opposition --
11 of 35 people killed in
violence on Monday were
soldiers -- and urged the
rebels’ foreign support-
ers to press them to hon-
our the truce.

French Foreign Minis-
ter Alain Juppe has said
“stronger sanctions”
against Damascus must
be adopted to “pressure
the Syrian regime” and
erode its resources.
Juppe has invited sev-
eral of his fellow foreign
ministers to talks in Paris
on Thursday on ways
to boost the pressure
on Syria, a government
source said.

China has consistently
backed Annan’s efforts
to bring peace to Syria,
after he visited Beijing
last month.

Beijing, an ally of Damas-
cus, previously drew in-
ternational criticism for
vetoing two U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolutions
on the Syria crisis which
were critical of President
Bashar Assad.

Safadi: Electricity ship supplier deal at risk

BEIRUT: Finance Min-
ister Mohammad Safadi
Thursday said a deal with
a Turkish company set to
supply Lebanon with elec-
tricity generating boats
this summer hangs in the
balance, with the sup-
plier having failed as yet
to meet the his ministry’s
conditions.

“We still do not have an
agreement on the power
generating ships with the
suppliers. The price they
have agreed on does not
comply with requirements
of the Finance Ministry.
They dropped their prices
by 9 percent because of fi-
nancial sweetness [pack-
ages] which were offered
to them,” Safadi told The
Daily Star in an interview.

A ministerial committee
agreed on April 5 to lease
two electricity generating
boats from a Turkish com-
pany this summer after
the firm slashed the origi-
nal price by 9 percent and
reduced the leasing period
to two years.

According to the agree-
ment, the Turkish com-
pany Karadeniz will send
the first boat to Lebanon
in August this year while
the second ship will be
dispatched a few months
later.

“Basically, there are
things we can do by law
and things that we cannot
do by law,” Safadi said,
adding that agreement is
still loose.

The minister suggested
that the incentives offered
to the Turkish company
such as tax reductions
and Letters of Credit are
questionable and will not
fly unless the firm meets
the conditions of the Fi-
nance Ministry.

“I can’t say that the deal
with the company has col-
lapsed. If the suppliers
agree on our terms then
the problem is solved,”
Safadi said.

He added that if the Cabi-
net or the Parliament
wants to compromise on
this, it will be their choice,
but his ministry cannot

negotiate on the matter.
The news of the govern-
ment’s intention to lease
the electricity boats has
raised hopes that severe
electricity rationing will be
reduced considerably dur-
ing the sweltering summer
season.

Safadi also expressed
concern that failure to
pass a draft law authoriz-
ing LL8.9 trillion in extra-
budgetary spending and
the 2012 draft budget
could put strains on most
ministries and affect allo-
cations to some vital sec-
tors.

“lam not worried about the
government staff and civil
servants because they will
get their salaries on a reg-
ular basis. But | am really
concerned about the abil-
ity of some ministries to
meet their obligations. The
Ministry of Social Affairs,
for example, will not be
able to provide assistance
to the disabled, poor fami-
lies and NGOs that cater
to needs of impoverished
families,” Safadi told The
Daily Star.

Safadi declined to say if
the Finance Ministry is
ready to spend above the
ceiling of 2005 budget in
the event that there is no
breakthrough on the is-
sue. Lebanon’s Parliament
has not approved a budget
since 2005, meaning that
legal government expendi-
tures are effectively frozen
at $6.8 billion annually.
“The Cabinet must review
this matter very closely in
order to reach a solution,”
Safadi said.

President Michel Sleiman
has refused to sign a mea-
sure authorizing the LL8.9
trillion in extra-budgetary
Cabinet spending, though
he is constitutionally em-
powered to do so.

A draft bill to authorize the
spending failed to win the
support of Parliament due
to division between March
14 and March 8 MPs.
March 14 insists the LL8.9
trillion sought by the cur-
rent Cabinet should be ap-
proved in parallel with a

bill to authorize $11 billion
in extra-budgetary spend-
ing by previous govern-
ments since 2005.

The minister said that he
has sent all the unaudited
accounts of the previous
governments since 2005,
including the $11 billion,
to the Cabinet and Parlia-
ment.

Safadi also disclosed that
the Finance Ministry in-
tends to issue another $2
billion in Eurobonds be-
fore the end of this year
after the successful issu-
ance of $950 million Euro-
bonds a month ago.

“The last issue was over-
subscribed to reach $2.1
billion, but we settled for
$950 million. What is more
interesting is that foreign
investors were the first
to snap up a chunk of the
Eurobonds issue and lo-
cal banks followed suit,”
he said.

He emphasized that the
Lebanese state will not
have any problem in meet-
ing its financial obliga-
tions and assured that
the government will never
default on the payments
of maturing bonds. Safadi
added that the amended
2012 draft budget will
not burden ordinary citi-
zens with additional taxes.
“Apart from the proposed
11 percent VAT, most of
the taxes will not touch or-
dinary citizens,” the min-
ister said.

Among the proposals in
the amended draft bud-
get is a 15 percent capital
gains tax which will not af-
fect property development
companies.

“This will only affect prop-
erties bought at the end
of 2009 and properties
bought before that date
will be taxed at 4 percent
flat,” Safadi said.

He also disclosed that his
proposal to raise taxes on
interest rates on customer
deposits from 5 percent
to 8 percent has been
amended in the new draft
budget. “We are propos-
ing a tax of less than 8
percent,” Safadi said.




Page 35

Saturday 21 April 2012

the middie east

RN

YN O ¥ el

Y0 dondua

World News

Sleiman urges Lebanese
expats to prepare for dual
citizenship

Sleiman addresses Lebanese who reside in Australia. (The Daily StariDalati Nohra/HO)

BEIRUT: President Slei-
man Wednesday encour-
aged Lebanese Australians
to submit their names to
the civil registry in antici-
pation of the approval of a
draft law that would allow
Lebanese expatriates to
apply for dual citizenship.
In Australia on an official
visit, Sleiman said that the
draft law, which Cabinet
approved late last year,
“has been submitted to
Parliament and will be ap-
proved soon.”

He spoke at a meeting of
the Lebanese community
in Sydney.

The law would allow Leba-
nese expatriates who were
born abroad and only hold
the citizenship of the coun-
tries where they were born
to apply for Lebanese citi-
zenship. Calling Lebanese
expatriates the “oxygen”
of Lebanon, he said they
should have preferential
opportunities to invest in
Lebanon, and urged the
diaspora “to not give up
Lebanese land, for it is
precious. Build your home
onit”

Sleiman said diaspora
citizenship was impor-
tant to “support Lebanon

and reinforce its strength
through the expatriates
who are spread across the
world.”

In addition to discussing
developments in Syria and
the region, Sleiman said
that the most important
project for Lebanon is “to
develop a modern elector-
al law that will represent
all Lebanese fully, and will
ensure the right of expatri-
ates to vote.”

The president also met
with Marie Bashir, the gov-
ernor of New South Wales,
who is of Lebanese de-
scent.

Iran army ready for action on disputed Gulf island

TEHRAN: Iran’s ground
forces commander is warn-
ing that should diplomacy
fail, the military is ready
for action over a disputed
Gulf island controlled by
Iran but also claimed by the
United Arab Emirates.

Gen. Ahmad Reza Pour-
dastan says Iranian forces
are ready to confront the
“disturbing” party over the
strategic Abu Musa island
in the Persian Gulf. The re-
marks were reported Thurs-
day on state TV’s website.
It was the first time an Ira-
nian military commander
commented on the issue
since President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad last week vis-
ited Abu Musa.

The island dominates the
approach to the Strait of
Hormuz, a key waterway
in the Gulf through which

about one-fifth of
world’s oil supply passes.

the nearby islands in 1971 af-
ter British forces left the

Iran took control of tiny region.

Abu Musa and two other

Tripoli highway reopened after pro-
tests over rising fuel prices

BEIRUT: Internal Security
Forces cleared the high-
way leading into northern
Tripoli of concrete blocks
Thursday morning follow-
ing a protest by 100 people
denouncing the soaring
prices of fuel and basic
commodities.

The protesters blocked the
highway of Beddawi at 6:30
a.m., causing a three-kilo-
meter line of traffic. They
demanded the government
intervene and provide them
with decent living condi-
tions.

The rising prices of fuel

have sent shockwaves
across the country, with
two strikes scheduled this
week by the public trans-
portation sector and the
bakeries’ union.

Both strikes were cancelled
following talks with gov-
ernment officials who have
vowed to partially subsi-
dize wheat for bakeries and
consider capping prices of
gasoline for taxi drivers.
The price of gasoline is
now LL39,700 for the 98-
graded octane variety and
LL39,000 for the 95-graded
octane kind.

Syria yet to send “clear sig-
nal” on peace: U.N. chief

UNITED  NATIONS/BEI-
RUT: Syria has not fully
withdrawn troops and
heavy weapons from
towns, so far failing to
send a “clear signal”
about its commitment to
peace, the U.N. chief said,
underlining Western fears
over the prospects for a
week-old truce.

In the first progress report
since the Security Coun-
cil passed a resolution on
Saturday authorising the
deployment of observers,
Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon proposed an ex-
panded mission of 300
personnel to monitor a
shaky ceasefire between
forces loyal to President
Bashar Assad and opposi-
tion fighters.

The report will be crucial
in determining whether
conditions are right for
deploying the mission at
a Security Council meet-
ing on Thursday, a day
after an advance group of
observers were swarmed
by protesters against
Assad>s 12-year rule.

The scenes of U.N. vehi-
cles being stuck in crowds
and men running away to
the sound of gunfire in the
outskirts of the capital Da-
mascus, were an echo of
an earlier monitoring mis-
sion by the Arab League,
which collapsed in Janu-
ary.

“The Syrian government
has yet to fully implement
its initial obligations re-
garding the actions and
deployments of its troops,
or to return them to bar-
racks,” Ban told the Se-
curity Council in a letter
obtained by Reuters on
Wednesday.

“Violent incidents and re-
ports of casualties have
escalated again in re-
cent days, with reports of
shelling of civilian areas
and abuses by govern-
ment forces,” he said.
“The government reports
violent actions by armed
groups.”

While the truce worked
out with international en-
voy Kofi Annan has held
in some parts of Syria, in

strong opposition areas
such as Homs, Hama, Idlib
and Deraa the army has
kept up attacks on rebels.
Syria pledged that it would
cease using heavy weap-
ons against what it calls
foreign-backed terrorists,
who have Kkilled 2,500
soldiers and police. The
ceasefire officially came
into force last Thursday.
Damascus has  chal-
lenged Ban over the size
and scope of the mission,
dismissing his efforts to
increase the number of
observers and secure Eu-
ropean help in supplying
planes and helicopters as
unnecessary.

Syrian Foreign Minister
Walid al-Moualem said on
Wednesday 250 people
was a “reasonable num-
ber’, adding they should
be from countries such as
China, Russia, Brazil, India
and South Africa - all more
sympathetic to Damascus
than the West or the Arab
League. He also dismissed
any need for U.N. aircraft.
In the report, Ban ex-
pressed some hope that
there may be a chance for
progress on ending the
13-month conflict.

He said the advance team
had visited the town of De-
raa and “enjoyed freedom
of movement’, but its ini-
tial request to visit Homs,
a center of the uprising
against Assad, had been
refused.

“At the same time the very
fragility of the situation
underscores the impor-
tance of putting in place
arrangements that can al-
low impartial supervision
and monitoring,” he said.

On Wednesday, Syria>s
army kept up its shell-
ing of targets in Homs in
violation of the ceasefire
deal. Explosions shook
the Khalidiyah quarter and
plumes of black smoke
drifted over the rooftops.

To the north, in Idlib
province, six members of
the security forces were
killed by a bomb placed
by an “armed terrorist
group’, the state news

agency SANA said. It was
the second such attack in
two days. Syria bars ac-
cess to most independent
journalists, making it hard
to verify accounts of the
conflict.

“We are at a crucial turn-
ing point,” U.S. Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton
said at a meeting of NATO
ministers in Brussels.
“Either we succeed with
... the Annan plan with the
help of monitors ... or As-
sad will squander his last
chance before additional
measures have to be con-
sidered.”

Clinton will join Arab and
European foreign min-
isters from the informal
Friends of Syria group in
Paris on Thursday.

“‘We will continue to in-
crease the pressure on
Assad,” she said, adding
that she had spoken to
counterparts about the
need to “tighten sanc-
tions, tighten pressure on
the regime, on those who
support the regime”’.

The United States and
European Union already
have extensive economic
sanctions on Syria. But
the Arab League, which
announced a package of
financial sanctions against
Damascus in November,
has done little to enforce
the proposals.

Two previous Friends of
Syria meetings, in Tuni-
sia and Turkey, produced
more rhetoric than results
and it was not clear what
Thursday>s smaller gath-
ering in France might de-
liver.

Clinton, as she has in the
past, appeared to leave
the door open to other na-
tions arming Syrian reb-
els - something the United
States has itself rejected
although it is giving the
opposition communica-
tions and logistical assis-
tance.

Washington and its West-
ern allies have shown no
desire to intervene militar-
ily or push for the sort of
robust peacekeeping force
in Syria that might require
50,000 troops or more.
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Julia Gillard softens Labor’s line
on Reserve Bank rate cut

JULIA Gillard and senior
ministers have sought
to tone down the gov-

ernment’s rhetoric on
the Reserve Bank, say-
ing the central bank is
“completely indepen-
dent” and any decision
to move on interest rates
must be its own.

In excerpts from a
speech to be delivered
to a business audience
in Perth today, Ms Gil-
lard put the onus on the
RBA to cut interest rates
to boost struggling sec-
tors of the economy,
prompting a new debate
about the central bank’s
independence from gov-
ernment.

“In the current econom-
ic environment, should
the RBA consider it ap-
propriate to change the
cash rate, this could
deliver widespread ben-
efits for households and
business - noting that
a number of sectors of
the economy most un-
der strain are arguably
more sensitive to inter-
est rates,” says an ex-
cerpt from Ms Gillard’s
speech, circulated over-
night.

However speaking ear-
lier today, the Prime Min-
ister said she would sim-
ply stress in her speech
that the government’s
plan to return the budget
to surplus would provide
the RBA with the flexibil-
ity it needed to shift the
official cash rate.

THE Coalition has

warned the RBA board
not to be “conned” by
Julia Gillard into cut-
ting interest rates before
next month’s budget.
“The Reserve Bank is
completely independent
from government,” Ms
Gillard said.

“I've always said that the
Reserve Bank should
exercise its indepen-
dence.”

Finance Minister Penny
Wong and Assistant
Treasurer David Brad-
bury also sought to
clarify the government’s
position after the Coali-
tion accused Ms Gillard
of trying to con the RBA
into slashing rates on
the back of promises of
what the government

would deliver in next
month’s budget.
The official cash rate

is currently set at 4.25
per cent, with the RBA
having left the rate un-
changed for the past
four months. The bank’s
board will meet on May
1 to consider any chang-
es to the cash rate, just
days before Treasurer
Wayne Swan hands
down the federal budget
on May 8.

Senator Wong said Ms
Gillard was simply “mak-
ing a broader economic
point” in her speech
about the “rationale for
returning the budget to
surplus”.

“It is a very different
thing to comment on
particular decisions of

the Reserve Bank which
the opposition have felt
free to do, rather than
what the government
is doing which is mak-
ing a broader economic
point,” she told ABC
News 24.

Senator Wong said the
government’s projected
$1.5 billion budget sur-
plus in 2012/13 “does
give the Reserve Bank
room to move (on rates)
if it chooses to do so”.
“Ultimately that is a deci-
sion for the independent
Reserve Bank,” Senator
Wong said.

Mr Bradbury said the
Prime Minister had said
nothing in her speech
that differed from the
previous government
position on the RBA.
“Look, the government
has maintained the po-
sition that the Reserve
Bank is independent on
its judgment about the
cash rate,” he told ABC
Radio.

“There is nothing in
the comments from the
Prime Minister that sug-
gest a departure from
that position.”

Greens Leader Christine
Milne said while Ms Gil-
lard should not put pres-
sure on the RBA, the
government had been
backed into a corner by
the opposition.
“Everybody knows that
this is all about the fact
that the Prime Minister
said in 2009 that the
budget would return to
surplus this year,” she
told reporters in Syd-
ney.

“She made an emphatic
statement and because
we have had such a
strong political cam-
paign run by the Coali-
tion, and people | would
call the Ju-liar brigade,
she is not in a position
politically to change her
mind.”

Julia Gillard softens Labor’s line on
Reserve Bank rate cut

LABOR says Joe Hock-
ey’s push to means test
all pension and welfare
payments is disturbing
and “smacks of a very,
very desperate race to the
bottom” with our Asian
neighbours.

Julia Gillard said she was
“deeply concerned” by Mr
Hockey’s speech to the
Institute of Economic Af-
fairs in London, as Tony
Abbott attempted to soft-
en his treasury spokes-
man’s push for all gov-
ernment-funded pensions
and welfare payments to
be means tested.
Speaking in Perth the
Prime Minister said Mr
Hockey was “directly re-
ferring to Australia in his
speech” to policymak-
ers in London and that
Australian families would
suffer if his plan came to
fruition under a Coalition
government.

“I am very concerned
about Mr Hockey'’s speech
last night,” Ms Gillard told
ABC Radio.

“I do feel deeply con-
cerned about it and I think
all Australian families
should too, because what
that speech means is Mr
Hockey is talking about
cuts to things like family
payments to help people
with the costs of raising
the kids, things like pen-
sions that older Austra-
lians rely on, all of the
benefits and services that
help families along like
relief on childcare fees.
Let alone the great bene-
fits like Medicare and free
public hospitals.”
Speaking last night, Mr
Hockey condemned sys-
tems of “universal en-
titlement” in Western
democracies and urged
that in Australia and oth-
er developed economies
“all government-funded
pensions and other such
payments be means test-
ed so that people who do
not need them do not get
them”.

He said that while by
Western standards the
welfare policies of Asian
nations might appear
harsh, Australia needed
to compare itself with its
nearest neighbours be-
cause they were its great-
est competition.

“If we talk about the Asian
century ... then the Asian
countries are our com-
petition, our children’s
competition,” Mr Hockey
told ABC TV’s Lateline
program following his
speech.

“Western nations are
in financial trouble, and
they’re in financial trouble
because, like a bad par-
ent, over the years they
have always said to vot-
ers, You can have what
you want’.”

Assistant Treasurer Da-
vid Bradbury said all
Australians would find Mr
Hockey’s comments dis-
turbing.

“What | think most Aus-
tralians would be really
disturbed by is this sug-
gestion that somehow
we should be measur-
ing the success of our
social safety net against
the benchmark of what is
happening in other coun-
tries across the Asian re-
gion,” Mr Bradbury told
ABC Radio.

“This seems to me very
much about being a race
to the bottom when it
comes to cutting away
and stripping away some
of basic support mea-
sures in the Australian
social safety net.”

The Opposition Leader
appeared to try to soften
Mr Hockey’s comments
today, suggesting his
treasury spokesman was
simply warning of what
would happen if govern-
ment spending was not
brought into line.

“Joe was making the
very obvious point that
governments have got to
live within their means,
countries have got to live

within their means,” Mr
Abbott said.

“There is a danger that we
ourselves could ultimate-
ly go down an unsustain-
able path. We haven’t
got there yet and it is the
Coalition’s mission to en-
sure we never do.”
Liberal senator and chair-
man of the Coalition’s
deregulation taskforce,
Arthur Sinodinos, also
suggested means testing
would not apply to all wel-
fare payments.

“In the past we have had
means testing on various
payments and what we’ve
said lately about this is if
you take means testing
too far you create poverty
traps for people higher up
the income scale, so you
always have to balance
these sorts of consider-
ations,” Senator Sinodi-
nos told ABC Radio.

He said Mr Hockey’s
comments were oOpposi-
tion policy “in relation to
pensions and other pay-
ments”.

“But | don’t think he was
talking about some of the
payments like the health
insurance rebate where
we have made certain
points about that lately,”
he said.

Senator Sinodinos said
childcare rebates may
also be exempt from any
future means testing.

But Ms Gillard said Mr Ab-
bott and Senator Sinodi-
nos were simply trying to
prevent Australians from
understanding the real
impact of Mr Hockey’s
statements.

“Mr Hockey’s words are
Mr Hockey’s words,” Ms
Gillard said.

“The blank stares from
Liberal members today
are simply because they
don’t want Australians to
understand the full force
of Mr Hockey’s words
and the full degree of cut-
backs that are clearly be-
ing planned by Mr Abbott
and his team.”
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Abbott not gay about
dinner ambush

Given a serve ... gay activists confront Tony Abbott in a
Melbourne restaurant.

The Opposition Lead-
er was dining on Mel-
bourne’s Lygon Street
on Sunday night with
The Australian newspa-
per’s foreign editor Greg
Sheridan when a small
group of protesters en-
tered the restaurant and
surrounded Mr Abbott’s
table.

It is understood the
group of about six pro-
testers chanted: “Tony
Abbott, you’re a bigot,
gay marriage you don’t
dig it,” before being re-
moved from the restau-
rant by a staff member.
Equal Love convenor Ali
Hogg, who organised
the protest, said she
was tipped off about Mr
Abbott’s location by an-
other diner in the restau-
rant.

“We took the opportu-
nity to give him a piece
of our mind,” she told
the National Times this
morning.

According to Ms Hogg,
Mr Abbott smirked at the
protesters and said, “I
think you’ve made your
point. | think you should
leave now.”

Outside the restaurant,
the group held up post-
ers advertising a mar-
riage equality rally and
banged on the restau-
rant’s windows while
chanting: “Gay, straight,
black or white, marriage
is a civil right.”

Ms Hogg said that some
passers-by joined in the
protest and that restau-
rant staff members made
a makeshift petition sup-
porting gay marriage
and presented it to the
Opposition Leader.

This morning, Mr Abbott
confirmed the incident
and denied that he him-
self had been asked the
leave the restaurant.

But he did not appear
to be impressed that his
dinner had been inter-
rupted by protesters.

“lI think people should
be able to enjoy a quiet
meal with a friend on a
Sunday night in Lygon
Street,” Mr Abbott told
reporters in Melbourne.
Ms Hogg, who has been
campaigning for mar-
riage equality since
2004, said that Mr Ab-
bott’s views on gay mar-
riage often go unchal-
lenged.

“Our dinners get inter-
rupted by his bigotry
over the airwaves too of-
ten,” she said.

Earlier this month, same-
sex marriage activists
were hopeful that Mr Ab-
bott would change his
anti-gay marriage stance
when his sister Christine
Forster publicly con-
firmed she was gay.

Mr Abbott praised his
sister’s bravery for com-
ing out but said it would
not change his view.

Radioactive waste not found

on highway site: minister
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A screen shot of one of the drums from the truck crash in

1980. Photo: NBN TV

Road workers have fallen
sick after digging up the
Port Macquarie site of a
toxic truck accident in
1980, says Bob Higgins
of the Pacific Highway
Upgrade.

Independent chemical ex-
perts have failed to find
any radioactive mate-
rial at a Pacific Highway
worksite on the NSW mid
north coast, Roads Minis-
ter Duncan Gay says.
Road workers became
visibly ill after uncover-
ing suspected radioactive
material during a Pacific
Highway upgrade near
Port Macquarie - leading
work on the project to be
suspended.

The area is close to the
site of a 1980 accident
involving a truck carrying
waste from Sydney’s Lu-
cas Heights nuclear reac-
tor.

Mr Gay said initial inves-
tigations had found no
radioactive material at
the site, but assured peo-
ple the government was
“treating this investiga-
tion seriously and we are
taking all the necessary
precautions to protect
workers at the site”.
“Independent  chemical
specialists could not find
any radioactive material

present in samples taken
from the site to date, but
investigations are ongo-
ing into any other pos-
sible contaminated sub-
stances,” Mr Gay said in
a statement.

He said a broader inves-
tigation would be con-
ducted into the Pacific
Highway site, but he said
the Environment Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) had
confirmed a container
that fell from the truck in
1980 did not rupture and
had been transported to
Brisbane.

“This will include examin-
ing the approvals process
for the work, the risk as-
sessments that were un-
dertaken and what mea-
sures were put in place to
protect road workers and
the public,” Mr Gay said.
“First and foremost, |
want to ensure the safety
of workers and the broad-
er community.

“I've been advised by
RMS [Roads and Maritime
Services] that there are
no threats to the travelling
public, and that personnel
are onsite to ensure the
site is kept secure.

“The NSW government
will keep the commu-
nity informed as updates
come to hand.

Sydney formal ‘scam”. company

director ordered to face court

Sameer Kapoor.

They were all dressed up
with nowhere to go.
Hundreds of Sydney stu-
dents from prominent
high schools including
Mosman High School,
Monte Sant’ Angelo, Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart
College and PLC Croy-
don said they lost tens
of thousands of dollars
last year after paying for
school formals that did
not happen.

After a lengthy investiga-
tion by NSW Fair Trading,
the sole director of Your
Formal Pty Ltd Amrita
Kerr will face Parramatta
Local Court on May 4 af-
ter failing to hand over
documents.

A Fair Trading spokes-
woman said the depart-
ment served a notice on
Ms Kerr, 32, on February
27 to produce company
information and docu-
ments.

Ms Kerr’'s response was
due by March 16 but when
it was not received, she
was issued with a court
attendance notice for two
weeks’ time.

At least 15 schools al-
leged they had lost mon-
ey for the formals or after-
parties after booking and
paying through the Your-
Formal websites.

After news of the alleged
scam broke, several peo-
ple came forward to smh.
com.au to detail their deal-
ings with Ms Kerr’s broth-
er Sameer Kapoor who

was also being sought by
the department.

Several people spoke of
not being paid by Mr Ka-
poor, 26, after performing
at school formals he had
organised or working for
the company in previous
years.

Mr Kapoor was not fac-
ing court because his sis-
ter was the only person
listed as a director of the
company.

Fair Trading Minister An-
thony Roberts this week
said he wrote to high
school principals around
NSW with a checklist for
organisers of school for-
mals.

The checklist urged stu-
dents to do online re-
search about business-
es before paying them,
ensuring they knew the
name, position and de-
tails of the person they’re
dealing with and getting
all details and arrange-
ments in writing.

“School formals and af-
ter parties are an impor-
tant rite of passage for
many young people, and
we want to help make
the night memorable for
all the right reasons,” Mr
Roberts said in a state-
ment.

“We want to help students
and those organising for-
mals and after parties
to avoid any heartache
resulting from inappro-
priate and unscrupulous
business behaviour.”
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