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Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we’re always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.
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IPS (lad
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N

e e
Al VEre 30 S|

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of i .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ ‘-"G & S ¢ pos
suitable to join our team you must: - -
e Hold a first Aid certificate ' and 4-,‘,-,4-4 “ \ z. ’3 M
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘3‘ “ss"‘? Y L 4 s & L X3 &
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s .
LQG A
e Speak fluent English J ’3 el ‘ * ‘ 1 4 ‘ B . * ‘
e Have excellent presentation %Y‘ zﬂbﬁ" Ld“ M ) & A w‘ M 3
e Bereliable 5 e .
We have the following security positions available; JML.’ M‘ﬁ"
Crowd Control - e
(Events) Audlee
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions sksksk
Patrol positions neaL xanaoxe
We have full time, part time and casual positions . n e . SU——
available. A o>
Previous Applicants need not apply - 429194 0.
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S - Jaadl B a8
*» - £ 1
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolaldf (2 ey MOBILE SAM: 04024831265
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au ™
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HBHOME

380 Lt

Refrigerator
Primera Series

NOW
$650

o Stalnless Steel Look refrigerator

e Multi Flow Cooling System

e Full No-Frost System

e Reversible doors

e Quick Freezer Compartment

e |nterior Light in both Fridge & Freezer

¢ Freezer Door Racks

° Eumldlty Controlled Vegetable Crisper
ins

e Twist Ice Trays and Storage Bin

e Nett Total Volume 380It

Square basin and wall mixers

NOW $85 EA

o With square wide lever handle.

¢ Solid brass construction with
chrome finish.

¢ Australian Standard, 4 star
water rating (6.9L/min).

o \WELS approved.

¢ (Comes with 5 years
manufacturer’s warranty on
cartridge.

Calida Privacy Set
Complete
12 years warranty

RRP $73.00
NOW $48

Advertisement

YN S ) € il

“Building or Renovating

HB are people to see”
& pubemtdd 31951 i 9B @) Mome
ShaijV\7/5|6Ine Vanity

At il

900
Frameless
l Shower
Screen
NOW
. $450
F

e 900mm x 900mm x 1950mm

¢ 10mm thick tempered glass
(toughen glass)

¢ |ncludes hinges, brackets,
‘L’ handle, and 2 x corner
shelves.

e Complies with Australian
standard

¢ 12 months warranty

Solid Doors
RRP $480 NOW $210

Double Loaded 60 x 60
Porcelain Floor Tiles

FROM $14

NOW
$240

e Finger Pull with
polyurethane cabinet
and ceramic top.

e Dimensions: 750mm
X 460mm x 540mm

Lex Toilet Suit

NOW
$250

e Available S or P Trap

e Soft Close Seat

¢ Back To Wall

e 4 5 Litre- 3 Litre Dual Flush
e 4 Star

Multi—furnction Shower Unit
i

,’ WAS-6490

NOW $290

¢ Square or Round

e Solid Brass Rail

e Australian Standard, 3 star
water rating

Laminate Timber
Flooring

NOW FROM $13

AA‘_

VY MAYY
T L. Y

ylac S gﬁé)i—j QIS HL | gugeias!

A 19 elduw sy Adgubomd ASIHlie e g sl.i.g Adgrleeile S

546-556

Phone:: 02 8724 5900
Website:: www.hbhome.com.au

il auitig 3yluilt 9 5S) pe

A1 1959)

bodville Rd, Guildford NSW 2161

Email::

B LaSlgaly dallall Lol o daLi3 71yl L

Fax:: 02 8724 5911
sales@hbhome.com.au
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PANDIT - BABA GURUJI

Astrology prediction is God’s gift passed down generation to my family

For the first time in Melbourne

He will help in all problems and work
with God and holy spirit

Sugestion and Solutions like:
Love, Marriage, Education, lucky number, Career, Sickness,

Husband & Wife Problems, Business, Children Mistakes,
Sexual Problems, Family Problems, Court cases, Divorces, (
Open 7 Days Immigration, Depression, Evil Effects and etc.. Private &

10am - 8pm  He Removes Black Magic, Evil effects, Voodoo, Obiva & Etc. l:nmlnnal

100% Guaranteed Results
winspraineser. 0470459564

199 Carinish Road, Clayton, Victoria 3168
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(ps)  iyiwua IPSSecurity  {ips) Ty
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken

promises, Iackofre;spegtﬁgr?gae[?preciation? Its time for IPS oy s B L U E S T A R

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. 3 S . 0 g i1stics
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (s O€CUY ltY

reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *

Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)ﬁ'.d" Y * h Y : Lh’
excellence. Pw. w
. : :

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of Tl
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be MA‘M‘ O'G

suitable to join our team you must: - ah,ﬁ‘ Oﬂ‘ L ‘
e Hold a first Aid certificate Rt detetht] o 0N xﬂ w ’ M 3
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘:“ qS“ﬂ?b ek m e s P

e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . “‘ . ‘.uu' y‘wmim ' p
Jheslg Slods J” '

e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation Mﬁ‘ :\H‘ )”‘ HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
o Bereliable T . . 2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vie 3062
We have the following security positions available; JML.’ dald| Tek (03) 9308 0880 Fax: {03) 9308 0506

Crowd Control .
(Events) Awdlee

e RSA certificate

BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE |  PERTH:

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions sksksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions

A1\ BesaleighR | GGeomeSheet | 68 McDovel Sireet
Acacia i, 0 4108 | Green Fieks, 54 7107 | Welspeol Wa 6106
Te: (07} XA T400 | Tek {OR) £282 6AG5 | Te:(08) 51 4765

00““

available. . AS s
Previous Applicants need not apply 9994 ” R {07) 34 7500 | Farc (08} 8359 0044
No recruitment companies Y
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S "‘J'"'" ‘..’a LR

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolad| (2 Buag Email: blue.star@hluestarlogistics.com.au - Web Site: www.hluestarlogistics.com.au
_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au r

TOTO'S F'ZZA HousE

est 1961

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
www.totospizzahouse.com 101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053

o 44 Mk '.. 'i ..l..l..l..l‘.l'..l‘.‘

U9 9 s
Lt st B (T ¥

Pizza — Pasta — Steak — Seafood
dagaiull dedlll Boail Fasdl LS
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Electrical Contracting ' /

y . ¥/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
g Registered Migration Agent
'i; L MARN; 1174229
sl A = FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

._ ‘a;il.'r '&S}u’b ey <als
) ON 0413 805 930.

Pk I [ KRV Tk
o "NSJ i Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

J.mé! em t;\.":) Lﬁg — LS AFCentraI Immiratiqn Sglutior!s, our qualified legal experts can assist
LG"S-" U-LG leasd| Zv;tﬁ)f;gl;:gﬁ?i/?;azractlce, including

On SalS Upyd il dwsmnidl| [ SEEICH Y

" o s . - /i .

e I ol | Pt

dtdSonntd | L 19 el 3L | ‘}\52 Ly 2gSd | Call us today to find out what we can do for you.
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- 3 1 *Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage

Celebrant Reg No. A11175

ag 4 " u’e ’hu "2/*& M *Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
T 0457555555 : @l e Jhaidt

—  *Marriages* *Comnitments* *[unerals' -

TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686 8 yone ! 8 gt it 3 ymgl| MMolae paded o (B QS Lol | pobacnd
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almaza Beer

One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon
_ now In Australia

almaz i
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Annual Dinner Dance Party

5th May, 2012 at 8.00pm
La Mirage Reception “Oasis Room”

210 Hume Hwy, Somerton

$60.00 per person
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And Travel 2000 @

Pilgrimage Tour 9 Sep - 7 Oct 2012
JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE VISIT OF POPE BENEDICT XVI IN LEBANON Tr

Accompanied by: Fr John Harb Q,(k“r(m

ov"

5%

vy Kl i

Beirut- Jeita s
Baalbek : ™
Harissa 2 .
ITALY

- Milano -Rome
"' Vatican -Venice

GREECE

Athens - Patras

HOLY LAND

Jerusalem
Nazareth

JORDAN

Amman - Petra
Jarash

o e :
es: Full itinerary, all airfare tickets & taxes - Professional Tour Guide,
Luxury Equipped Motorcoach 5 star - All sightseeing & entry fees,
accommodation twin share 4 star hotels. Breakfast and dinners.

For enquiries and bookings Travel 2000: 9791 6606 or 0400 544 864
OLOLW: 0419 445 116 or 0414 578 578
Email: trvi2} com.au or layoul8: il.com

$6550 )
(s

If you wish to join this tour, book early (limited seats only)

2WAY TOWING

SERVICES

2WAY TOWING

SERVICES

Arthur Nohra - Truck Owner

S| SERVICE
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VIACRUCIS

St Charbel’s Church, Punchbowl

6 April 2012

Homily by Archbishop Giuseppe Lazzarotto
Apostolic Nuncio

My Dear Brothers and Sisters:

We have gathered to recall and re-live together the hour when
Jesus, through obedience to the will of his Father, offered up his
life for us in an act of total self-giving.

In his Gospel the Apostle John tells us that some Greeks who were
present in the crowd of pilgrims that had gone up to Jerusalem for
the Pasch said to the Apostles Philip and Andrew: “We wish to see
Jesus.”

At this moment, we, too, wish to see Jesus with eyes that have been
purified by faith and love. This wish that — I am sure — we all have
in our heart, fulfils once again the prophesy made by Jesus himself:
“ And when | am lifted up from the earth I shall draw all men to
myself” (Jn 12:32)

Any true spirituality of the Passion lies above all in not losing
sight of Our Lord and in understanding his heart, his thoughts, his
feelings and his love for us. That does not mean that we forget our
ordinary daily lives, but rather that we shed new light upon it — the
light of grace which has its source in the Cross of Christ.

We do this with full confidence, reassured by what we read in the
letter to the Hebrews “.. we have the right to enter the sanctuary by
a new way which he has opened for us, a living opening through
the curtain, that it to say, his body” (Heb 10:19).

On the night of his passion, as he entered the garden of Getsemani,
Jesus turned with an invitation to Peter, James and John, who were
to be the privileged witnesses of his agony: “My soul is sorrowful
to the point of death. Wait here and stay awake” (Mk 14:35).

I would like to think that these moments we have been spending
together, around the Cross, is for us too, in some measure, a
response to Jesus’ invitation: “Wait here and stay awake.”

During these days of final preparations for Easter, we will be trying
to understand and enter into the feelings and dispositions that Jesus
had at that time in his life.

Speaking of Our Lord, the Letter to the Hebrews again says: “He
learnt obedience, Son though he was, through his sufferings” (Heb
5:9) — that is to say, he learnt to accept with love the will of his
Father. Indeed, obedience to the will of his Father, together with
love for us, were more precious in Jesus’ eyes than life itself: “Now
my soul is troubled; what shall | say: Father, save me from this
hour? But it is for this very reason that | have come to this hour”
(In 12:27).

For us Christians, to follow the Cross can mean only one thing: it
signifies embracing lovingly, like Christ, God’s will for us, even
if that will seems at times to run counter to our desires and our
spontaneous yearnings.

To follow the Cross, with our eyes riveted to it, is to remember that
the Cross should remain at the heart of our life and that our earthly
pilgrimage can only be a “following” of the Cross of Jesus.

To follow the Cross does not mean stirring up feelings of sorrow
in our hearts or preferring affliction to joy. Rather, it means being
joyful because salvation has come to us through the Cross.

It is for that reason that Easter is a proclamation of joy, true joy,
because it is a proclamation of the victory of good over evil, of
life over death. In the world in which we live we may have many
reasons to feel the permanence of evil. Yet, precisely because of
that, we also feel the need for hope, not in an abstract sense, but
concrete hope in a world that is truly different.

As Christians, we would like to hear the good news of Easter ring out
everywhere, above all among peoples torn by war and all kinds of
violence, and among so many of our brothers and sisters who have
been left abandoned and forgotten. We would want to restore hope
to our cities as well — those cities of the so-called affluent world, so
often unsettled by a climate of violence and aggressiveness and by
a craving for immediate personal gratification that leaves people

breathless with consumerism as they rush to satisfy their every
desire.

Jesus on the Cross is not an image intended to provoke our pity
or compassion. The cross planted on Calvary and on all the
mountaintops of human history is the source of life; a generous
fountain flowing freely and abundantly: “For this is how God loved
the world: he gave his only son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life” (Jn 3:16).
Salvation, just like the meaning of life, does not come from
ourselves. It is given to us from above. The presence of evil is
S0 pervasive and persistent as to lead inevitably to pessimism and
fatalism. How can we ever hope, through our own efforts alone,
to root out evil and its most terrible consequence, death? We must
recognise, however, that evil is not an inexorable destiny that
befalls the world and against which we are powerless. Evil springs
from the prince of evil and from all those who serve him, including
ourselves, whenever we carry out evil actions.

“Though the light has come into the world, people have preferred
darkness to the light because their deeds were evil” (Jn 3:19). We
have to shoulder responsibility, therefore, for the part we have
played in spreading or perpetuating a presence of evil in the world.
It is something that needs to be identified and eradicated.

We have not been asked, though, to undertake the impossible task
of freeing ourselves from evil:

- we have only been asked to take our eyes away from ourselves
and look up;

- we have been asked not to remain in the darkness of self-
centredness but to welcome the light that God has sent into the
world;

- we have been asked to embrace the love from on high that has
walked among us on earth:

“But God, being rich in faithful love, through the great love with
which he loved us, even when we were dead in our sins, brought us
to life with Christ ... and raised us up with him and gave us a place
with him in heaven, in Jesus Christ”” (Eph 2:4).

How could we fail to experience joy at these words?

At the Last Supper, anticipating his passion in a sacramental way,
Jesus called the paschal cup “the chalice of the new covenant.”
That new covenant will no longer be written on stone but in the
heart of mankind himself. And the first heart in which it is written
is that of Christ himself. On the Cross, that heart, pierced by the
lance, will shed its blood to the last drop.

How can we remain cold and aloof when faced with such love?
How can we forget this man hanging on the cross and just walk by?
How can we care so little for the deep passion that led a man to go
to his death for us, death on a Cross?

In our liturgy this Good Friday, we are led to the great event of
the salvation of the world accomplished through the death and
resurrection of Our Lord. Let us allow ourselves to be led to him,
and let us ask, both for ourselves and all our brothers and sisters,
that we may learn to be moved by the figure on the Cross and
discover that love is stronger than any human force, stronger than
any violent power, and that from the Cross alone, from the pierced
heart of Christ, can flow the waters of true salvation.
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Assad wants truth on border killing: Shukr

This undated picture shows Al-Jadeed TV cameraman Ali
Shaaban. (The Daily StariAl-Jadeed TV, HO)

BEIRUT: Syrian President
Bashar Assad is keen to
uncover the circumstanc-
es behind the killing of
Al-Jadeed TV cameraman
Ali Shaaban, Baath Party
official Fayez Shukr said
Wednesday.

Speaking to the Hezbol-
lah-affiliated Al-Manar
TV, Shukr, who held talks
with Assad in Damascus
Wednesday, relayed the
Syrian president’s con-
cern over the shooting of
Shaaban.

According to Shukr, As-
sad said that his interest
in Shaaban’s case was
part of his interest in the
media as a means to re-
veal the truth “amid the
international media attack
on Syria and the Syrian
people.”

For his part, President Mi-
chel Sleiman discussed
the killing of Shaaban
with Syrian Ambassador
to Lebanon Ali Abdel-Ka-
rim Ali at Baabda Palace,
in what political sources
said was an appointment
scheduled prior to Shaa-
ban’s death.

Shaaban, 30, came un-
der heavy gunfire from
the Syrian army Monday
while on assignment in
the area of Wadi Khaled
on the northern border
with Syria. Shaaban was
accompanied by Abdel-
Azim Khayyat, also a
cameraman, and reporter
Hussein Khreis.

For its part, the Lebanese
Army said it had launched
an investigation on the
ground into the incident.
A statement by the Army
said that it had contacted
Syrian officials via the
countries’ bilateral mili-

tary committee in an ef-
fort to investigate the
circumstances of the inci-
dent in order to determine
responsibility.

The Army said that while
stressing its keenness to
guarantee the freedom
of media outlets to cover
events on the Lebanese-
Syrian border, it hoped
that people and particu-
larly members of media
follow the military’s guide-
lines and coordinate with
it in advance when travel-
ing to “dangerous plac-
es” to protect them and to
guarantee the rapid inter-
vention of the army in the
event of any incident.
Dimitri Khodr, the general
manager of Al-Jadeed
TV, told The Daily Star
that his TV crews always
abide by the instructions
of the Army and work in
line with the professional
standards of journalism.
He said that the targeted
crew did not ignore any
warnings or directives by
the Lebanese Army.

Nasri Khoury, the head
of the Higher Lebanese-
Syrian Council, said that
he was following up with
the Syrian side on inves-
tigations into Shaaban’s
killing.

“There was an under-
standing [of the Lebanese
position] and a promise
to send the results of the
investigations to the Leb-
anese side,” Khoury told
LBC TV Wednesday.
Syria’s Information Min-
ister, Adnan Mahmoud,
conveyed his condolenc-
es to Shaaban’s family by
telegram, saying that his
death was a loss to Syria
as much as to Lebanon.

“He was an example of
high morals and national
belonging that always
characterizes the resis-
tant youth of Lebanon,”
said the telegram.
Parliament’s Media and
Telecommunications
committee  condemned
the shooting of Shaaban,
urging the government
to “intensify efforts ... to
uncover all the circum-
stances [of the incident]
as quickly as possible
and inform us about all
the details related to what
happened.”

“The committee calls on
the Cabinet to protect
members of media in Leb-
anon and safeguard the
freedom of media,” said
Bint Jbeil MP Hasan Fad-
lallah, the committee’s
chairman.

Speaking to reporters in
Parliament, Fadlallah said
that the committee had
extended its condolences
and discussed the kill-
ing of Shaaban with Al-
Jadeed staff during the
session. Fadlallah said
that the committee would
take a stance on the mat-
ter following the outcome
of investigations.

For his part, Beirut MP
Ammar Houri, from for-
mer Prime Minister Saad
Hariri’s Future bloc, re-
peated calls to the Cabi-
net to summon Ambas-
sador Ali.

“We reiterate our call for
the Cabinet to summon
the Syrian ambassador
to Lebanon and to deliver
to him a strongly worded
protest,” he told reporters
at Parliament.

Pakistan reveals soft side to
India with trade show

NEW DELHI: From gour-
met chefs to fashion
houses showcasing mus-
lin suits on the catwalk,
Pakistan will unveil a
trade fair in New Delhi on
Thursday to reveal a soft
side to traditional foe In-
dia as commercial ties be-
tween the nuclear-armed
rivals begin to bloom.
Despite a combined popu-
lation of 1.4 billion people
and thousands of years
of shared history and cul-
ture, cross-border trade
between India and Paki-
stan is paltry - a legacy of
three wars since their in-
dependence from Britain
in 19417.

The show opens days af-
ter President Asif Ali Zard-
ari made the first visit by a
Pakistani head of state to
India in seven years and it
serves as the backdrop to
talks between their trade
ministers, who will open a
border trade post on Fri-
day.

Liberalizing heavily re-
stricted trade and invest-
ment flows has become
a driver of peace efforts

between the neighbors
whose fragile relations
were shattered when Pak-
istani militants attacked
the Indian city of Mumbai
2008.

“Terrorism should not
take business hostage,”
said Tariq Puri, head of
the Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
which is organizing the
trade fair.

“We are going to give you
the soft image of Paki-
stan,” he told Reuters in
an interview.

“When you will enter the
hall, you will feel good.
You’ll say ‘OK, we had a
totally different view about
Pakistan, but here you
see Pakistan so contem-
porary, so fashionable, so
design-oriented’.”

Both sides have trumpet-
ed the improving atmo-
spherics since November
2008, when 10 Pakistani
militants went on a killing
spree in India’s financial
hub of Mumbai that left
166 dead and sparked
fears of Indian military re-
prisals.

Mansour denies Al-Jazeera

Sadr report

BEIRUT: Foreign Affairs
Minister Adnan Mansour
denied recent reports
that remains believed to
be of revered Imam Musa
Sadr were discovered in
Libya, a local daily said
Thursday.

“There is no truth what-
soever to the Al-Jazeera
TV report,” Mansour, who
is currently in Libya, told
Al-Akhbar newspaper in
an interview published
Thursday.

Quoting Nasser al-Maneh,
an official spokesperson
for the Libyan govern-
ment, Al-Jazeera TV re-
ported that remains be-
lieved to be Sadr’s were
discovered in a grave-
yard near Libya’s capital
Tripoli.

Maneh, according to the
Qatar-based TV station,
said a committee operat-
ing under the Libyan min-
istry responsible for the
families of martyrs and
missing persons had dis-
covered the remains in a
cemetery in Tajoura, east
of Tripoli.

The remains were trans-
ferred to Tripoli’s central
hospital for DNA tests.
Results are supposed
to emerge Saturday, Al-
Jazeera reported.
Mansour, who headed to
the Libyan capital Sun-
day to follow up on the
case of the fate of Sadr,
told Al-Akhbar that he
had discussion with Lib-
yan officials in Tripoli on
developments in the in-
vestigation.

“The investigations are
still ongoing and we have
taken major steps in this
regard,” Mansour said.
Sadr and two of his com-
panions, Sheikh Moham-
mad Yaacoub and jour-
nalist Abbas Badreddine,
went missing in August
1978 during an official
visit to Tripoli upon the
invitation of then-Libyan
leader Moammar Gadhafi.
Gadhafi and six of his
aides were indicted in the
Sadr case in 2008 by the
Lebanese judiciary.
Speaking to The Daily

Star Wednesday, a Leba-
nese source familiar with
the case of Sadr called
for awaiting the results
of official investigations
rather than speculating
over the fate of the miss-
ing imam.

“We do not want to get
ahead of ourselves and
speculate; there is a dele-
gation that is performing
its work, ” said the source,
referring to the delega-
tion headed by Mansour
in Libya.

“The delegation traveled
for the second time to
Libya and its mission is
to follow up on investi-
gations into [the fate] of
Imam Sadr and his two
companions.”

Mansour paid an earlier
visit to the Libyan capital
for the same purpose in
January when the Libyan
general prosecutor was
tasked with commencing
investigations into Sadr’s
case.

Lebanese judge Hasan
Shami was assigned at
the time to handle the ju-
dicial aspect of the case.
Sadr championed coex-
istence and dialogue be-
tween different Lebanese
factions and worked on
bringing sects together
and alleviating the socio-
economic hardship of
Lebanese who suffered
from political and other
types of marginalization.
In late March, Lebanon’s
Al-Akhbar newspaper re-
ported Sadr had died in a
prison in Tripoli a decade
ago.

It said that Sadr was
transferred to Abu Salim
prison in Tripoli for un-
known reasons in 1997
after spending previ-
ous years in a prison in
southern Libya with his
companions.

The paper said that Sadr,
who suffered from dia-
betes, was in solitary
confinement supervised
by Abdel-Hamid Saeh,
known to be among the
most brutal intelligence
officials in Gadhafi’s re-
gime.
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Ceasefire to end Syria bloodshed appears to hold

Buildings damaged by the government army, according to the opposition, are seen at Juret al-
Shayah, in Homs April 10, 2012. Picture taken April 10, 2012. REUTERS/Shaam News Network/

Handout.

DAMASCUS: A UN-
backed ceasefire to end
13 months of bloodshed
in Syria appeared to be
holding after coming into
force at daybreak Thurs-
day, despite doubts about
the regime’s compliance
with the peace plan.

After breaking a commit-
ment to pull back forces
from population centres
by Tuesday under the
agreement brokered by
former U.N. chief Kofi An-
nan, there were still no
signs of a withdrawal,
monitors said.

“An hour after the ultima-
tum expired, the situation
is calm in all regions,”
said Rami Abdel Rahman
of the Britain-based Syr-
ian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights.

A “few explosions” were
heard in the town of Za-
badani, just outside the
capital, shortly after the
ceasefire entered into ef-
fect, Abdel Rahman told
AFP in Beirut.

“There has not been any
movement indicating a
withdrawal of tanks,” he
added.

The report could not be
verified due to the Damas-
cus government’s curbs
on media.

Just hours before the
deadline expired at 6:00
am (0300 GMT), the mili-

tary unleashed a lethal
offensive against protest
centres, Kkilling 25 civil-
ians on Wednesday, in-
cluding 10 in the rebel
stronghold of Rastan,
said the Observatory.
That was the same day
that Annan, serving as a
peace envoy for the U.N.
and the Arab League,
said he received a letter
from Syria promising to
“cease all military fight-
ing throughout Syrian ter-
ritory as of 6:00 am.”

But the letter reserved the
right “to respond propor-
tionately to any attacks
carried out by armed ter-
rorist groups,” a phrase
President Bashar al-As-
sad’s government uses
to describe opposition
forces.

US President Barack
Obama and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
agreed in a telephone
call that the U.N. Security
Council, which gave its
blessing to Annan’s plan,
needed to “take more res-
olute action” on Syria.
“The president and chan-
cellor shared the concern
that the Assad govern-
ment was not comply-
ing with the terms of the
agreement negotiated by
Kofi Annan and continued
to engage in unaccept-
able brutality against its
own people,” the White

House said.

The United Nations esti-
mates more than 9,000
people have been Kkilled
since March 2011 as As-
sad’s forces crush the
latest in a series of upris-
ings against authoritarian
leaders in the Arab world.
U.N. and US officials have
charged that Assad may
have carried out crimes
against humanity.

Susan Rice, the US en-
voy to the United Nations,
said Assad’s regime has
in fact intensified violence
since it first committed to
Annan’s six-point plan on
April 1.

“Its commitments there-
fore have little, if any,
credibility ... given that
track record,” Rice said.
Annan’s plan calls for
the withdrawal of forces
from urban areas, a halt
to fighting, a daily two-
hour humanitarian truce,
the release of arbitrarily
detained people, freedom
of movement for journal-
ists and the right to dem-
onstrate.

The opposition Syrian Na-
tional Council said both it
and the rebel Free Syr-
ian Army, a ragtag force
of mainly army defec-
tors, were committed to
the truce but also voiced
doubts about the regime’s
commitment.

“The Syrian people to-

gether with the interna-
tional community will be
watching carefully and
monitoring the regime’s
deeds on the ground,”
said the Council’s foreign
relations chief Bassma
Kodmani.

Ahead of the ceasefire,
foreign ministers of the
Group of Eight major in-
dustrial powers met in
Washington for talks on
Syria and other global cri-
ses, with both Britain and
France pressing for moni-
tors to verify any eventual
ceasefire.

French Foreign Minister
Alain Juppe called for
the Security Council to
seek a “robust observers
force” that would verify
compliance and “could
move freely” without in-
terference from Assad’s
regime.

British Foreign Secretary
William Hague warned
his government would
boost support for Syria’s
opposition and seek fur-
ther sanctions if Assad
does not comply with the
ceasefire.

“Our pressure on the re-
gime -- its campaign of
murder, torture and op-
pression -- must be inten-
sified if Kofi Annan has
not succeeded,” Hague
told reporters after the
first day of the two-day
talks.

On Thursday, Annan is to
brief the Security Council
by video link from Gene-
va, in what diplomats said
would be key to the world
body’s next steps.

Russia has historically
been the top supporter
of Assad, and Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton
had said she would press
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov over Syria
during the Group of Eight
talks.

Moscow, which along
with China vetoed two Se-
curity Council resolutions
that would have tightened

the screws on Assad,
has championed the An-
nan peace plan but also
sought pressure against
the Syrian opposition.
Western governments ar-
gue a ceasefire alone is
not enough and that the
Damascus regime must
withdraw its troops from
towns and cities.

“Just ending the attacks
will not be enough to
be in compliance,” one
Western diplomat told
AFP.

“It would be totally inad-
equate if they don’t with-
draw from population
centres but keep troops
and heavy artillery in
place.”

Former Miss USA Fakih fac-
es drunken driving trial

Former Miss USA Rima Fakih. (Steve Marcus/Reuters)

HIGHLAND PARK,
Michigan: Former
beauty queen Rima
Fakih is facing trial
on a drunken driving
charge.

Two years ago, Fak-
ih became the first
Arab-American to be
crowned Miss USA.
On Wednesday, Fakih
goes before a judge
in a courtroom out-
side of Detroit.

The 26-year-old was
stopped Dec. 3. Po-
lice say they found
an open bottle of
champagne behind
the driver’s seatl Fak-

ih was accused of
driving 60 mph in a
Jaguar and weaving
through traffic with-
out using a signal.
Fakih has said she
wasn’t drinking that
night, but two police
breath tests put her
blood alcohol content
at more than twice
the legal limit.

Fakih’s family moved
to New York from
Lebanon in 1993
and 10 years later to
Dearborn, a Detroit
suburb with a high
population of Arab-
Americans.
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Khartoum mobilizes army after South Sudan claims
key oil field

f’

Soldiers lie in a hospital in Bentiu, South Sudan, recovering from war wounds sustained in

fighting.

KHARTOUMIJUBA: Su-
dan said it would mobilize
its army against South
Sudan Wednesday, and
halted talks with Juba
over oil payments and
other disputed issues af-
ter the South occupied an
oilfield vital to the north’s
economy.

With South Sudan in turn
accusing Sudan of bomb-
ing a village on the south-
ern side of their 1,800-km
border, U.N. Secretary-

General Ban Ki-moon
called for an end to clash-
es that threaten to spark a
full-blown conflict.

South Sudan, which se-
ceded in July, has been
locked in an increasingly
bitter dispute with the
north over the fate of the
formerly joint oil industry
and other issues as fight-
ing has escalated in the
countries’ ill-defined bor-
der region.

South
(SPLA) Tuesday attacked

Heglig,

Sudan’s army
a disputed area
containing an oilfield that
accounts for about half of
Sudan’s 115,000 barrel-
per-day output.

The South’s army claimed
to be holding the oil wells
Wednesday.

“There is no doubt that
Heglig area and the oil
wells are under control
of the SPLA,” South Su-
dan military spokesman
Philip Aguer said, adding
the north’s air force had

bombed SPLA positions
in Heglig and other areas.
A Sudanese official said
he expected the fighting
would hit oil output. “I
expect ... these oilfields
will be affected, definitely,
and at least there will not
be production. If there is
a conflict in the area, this
is the least,” said Raha-
matalla Mohammad Os-
man, Sudan’s undersec-
retary of foreign affairs.
Motorists worried about a
possible disruption to fuel
supplies queued at petrol
stations to stock up as
news of the Heglig attack
spread through the capi-
tal, although the Oil Min-
istry issued a statement
saying it had enough fuel.
The U.S. State Depart-
ment condemned South
Sudan’s attack on Heglig,
calling it “an act which
goes beyond self-de-
fense.” It also condemned
Sudan’s “continued aerial
bombardment in South
Sudan” and said the two
sides needed to agree on
an immediate cessation
of hostilities.

The South seceded from
Khartoum’s rule last year,
but the two sides have
not agreed on issues in-
cluding division of na-
tional debt, the status of
citizens in each another’s
territory and the exact po-
sition of the border.

Oil is among the most

sensitive issues. Land-

locked South Sudan shut
down its roughly 350,000
barrel-per-day output in
January in a dispute over
how much it should pay
to export crude using
pipelines and other infra-
structure in Sudan.
Sudan’s remaining out-
put only serves domestic
consumption.

The two often accuse one
another of backing rebels
in their territory.

“l don’t think there can be
negotiations in this cli-
mate,” Osman said when
asked if Sudan would halt
talks.

“What happened yester-
day is a violation of inter-
national laws and an ag-
gression on Sudan, and
we have all the right to
defend ourselves and re-
gain the territories which
were occupied by govern-
ment of South Sudan,” he
added.

South Sudan’s forces
pushed 10 kilometers into
Sudan’sterritory Tuesday,
Osman said. An Informa-
tion Ministry statement
accused South Sudan of
“using mercenary forces
and rebel groups” in the
attack. Juba routinely de-
nies such charges.
Following the incursion,
parliament ordered a halt
to negotiations with the
south, Sudan’s state me-
dia said.

State news agency SUNA
said Sudan would order

a general army mobiliza-
tion but gave no further
details. It quoted Defense
Minister Abdul-Rahim
Mohammad Hussein as
saying the army was ca-
pable of preserving sta-
bility and controlling the
situation.

SUNA said Sudan would
halt all talks sponsored
by the African Union with
Juba and withdraw its ne-
gotiating team from Ad-
dis Ababa immediately.
The African Union called
for the “immediate and
unconditional withdraw-
al” of South Sudan’s army
from Heglig and urged re-
straint on both sides.

U.N. chief Ban contacted
South Sudan’s President
Salva Kiir and Sudan’s
U.N. ambassador, urging
both sides to exercise re-
straint and avoid further
bloodshed, spokesman
Martin Nesirky told re-
porters in New York.

“The secretary-general
urged [Kiir] to consider
holding a presidential
summit immediately to
build confidence and as-
sure the peoples of South
Sudan and Sudan that
peace and dialogue is
the only option for both
sides,” he said.

South Sudan’s Informa-
tion Minister Barnaba
Marial Benjamin said the
Sudanese air force had
bombed the village of Abi-
emnom in South Sudan’s
Unity state Wednesday,
wounding four people, in-
cluding a child.

He said South Sudan
had been acting in self-
defense after Sudan
launched a ground attack
from Heglig late Monday.
Sudanese officials also
said they were only trying
to defend their territory.
Sudan urged the U.N. Se-
curity Council to call on
South Sudan to withdraw
from all areas inside Su-
danese territory,
agency SUNA said.

news

Sick and tired of politics,
Berri heads south

MSAILEH, Lebanon: Par-
liament Speaker Nabih
Berri, who said Wednes-
day he was “disgusted”
with the political situ-
ation in Lebanon, has
changed his Wednesday
weekly meeting venue
from his office in Par-
liament to his summer
home in the south.
Visitors who went to
see Berri at his sum-
mer house in Msaileh,
near Zahrani, quoted the
Speaker as expressing
revulsion at the overall
state of politics in Leba-
non.

“The Speaker said he
came to Msaileh after
the situation in Beirut
became disgusting,”
one visitor said.

There was no word on
how long Berri intends
to stay in Msaileh.

His remarks came follow-
ing separate meetings
with Progressive Social-
ist Party MP Akram She-
hayeb and a delegation
from the Syrian Social
Nationalist Party headed
by party leader Asaad
Hardan.

Berri has repeatedly
slammed the Cabinet
over its delay in making
top civil service appoint-

ments, particularly the
president of the Higher
Judicial Council.

He argues that the gov-
ernment’s performance
is hurting the credibility
of the majority.

“After nearly 10 months
since the formation of
the government, why
haven’t the adminis-
trative vacancies been
filled? What have they
been doing? ” Berri was
recently quoted as ask-
ing.

He will convene three
parliamentary sessions
April 17-19 to assess
the government’s poli-
cies. March 14 MPs are
expected to question
policies by Prime Minis-
ter Nabjib Mikati’s Cabi-
net and ask for explana-
tions.

The sessions will mark
the first time that Mika-
ti’s Cabinet, formed last
June, appears before
Parliament.

March 14 has accused
the government of cor-
ruption and of being a
tool of the Syrian gov-
ernment. The coalition
has also maintained that
the government is serv-
ing Hezbollah’s inter-
ests.

Thailand urges coastal evac-
uation after major quake

BANGKOK: Thailand is-
sued an evacuation order
Wednesday for its Anda-
man coast, a magnet for
foreign tourists, after a
massive earthquake off
Indonesia triggered a
tsunami alert.

Thailand’s National Di-
saster Warning Center
advised people in the
area to move to higher
places and stay as far
away as possible from
the sea.

“All people along the
Andaman coast must
evacuate to safe areas.
We expect a tsunami 1.6

to 2.0 meters high to hit
Phuket and Phang Nga
at5:40 pm (1040 GMT),”
the center’s director
Somsak Khaosuwan said
on Thai television.

The Andaman Coast was
battered by an Indian
Ocean tsunami in 2004
that killed an estimated
5,400 people in Thailand
alone.

Since then, Thailand
has installed a high-
tech warning system de-
signed to reassure tour-
ists and businesses that
the country’s beaches
are safe.
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Romney defines hawkish yet murky foreign policy

U.S. Republican presidential candidate and former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney greets

; .

audience members during a campaign stop in Warwick, Rhode Island April 11, 2012. (REUTERS/

Brian Snyder)

WASHINGTON: As he
locks down the Republi-
can nomination for U.S.
president, Mitt Romney is
framing what looks to be a
decidedly hawkish foreign
policy.

But should the former
Massachusetts governor
defeat Democratic Presi-
dent Barack Obama in
November, it remains far
from clear how he actu-
ally would tackle what
his own website de-
scribes as a “bewilder-
ing array of threats and
opportunities. ”’More clear
is the strategy that Rom-
ney plans to use to try to
diminish Obama’s record
on foreign policy.

Obama, whose own for-
eign policy inexperience
was widely viewed as a
weakness four years ago,
now generally gets high
marks in polls on the top-
ic - particularly since the
killing of Osama bin Lad-
en last year.

The president’s campaign
cites the dismantling of
al-Qaeda’s leadership
and the historic sanctions
against Iran as evidence
of his effectiveness.

The Romney campaign,
however, believes it can
paint an alternate picture
of Obama as naive, weak
and perhaps secretly con-

vinced that the world’s
most pre-eminent super-
power has entered an era
of unstoppable and termi-
nal decline.

Beyond his success at
devastating al-Qaeda with
drone strikes and special
forces raids - a trend be-
gun under Republican
George W. Bush but ac-
celerated by the current
administration - Romney’s
team argues that Obama’s
foreign policy achieve-
ments are limited.

By being content to “lead
from behind” on issues
such as the conflict in
Libya, they say Obama
has sacrificed America’s
dominant global position.
The attempted “reset” of
relations with Russia has
largely been a failure, they
say, while planned military
cuts could leave potential
adversaries such as China
and Iran with too great an
ability to challenge Wash-
ington.

“Governor Romney be-
lieves in American ex-
ceptionalism, that we are
great not just because of
our military and economic
power but also because
of our values,” says Rich-
ard Williamson, a leading
Republican foreign policy
specialist and adviser to

the Romney campaign
who served in various
roles under Ronald Rea-
gan and both Bush ad-
ministrations.

“The current president
does not. ... He believes in
engagement - which has
often not worked - while
the governor believes we
should say what we be-
lieve and work from a po-
sition of strength.”

That’s the kind of rhetoric
that Obama’s team dis-
misses as largely mean-
ingless.

But in real terms, William-
son said, a Romney presi-
dency would offer a “more
aggressive” approach to-
ward China, Russia and
the Middle East. Romney
says he would swiftly
brand Beijing a currency
manipulator, refuse to
concede to Moscow on
nuclear issues and put
more emphasis on de-
fending Israel.

On the surface, his state-
ments on the key foreign
policy topic of the mo-
ment - what action might
be needed to stop Iran’s
nuclear program - remain
relatively similar to those
of Obama.

Romney says he would
ratchet up the finan-
cial pressure on Tehran
through sanctions, while

leaving the option of mili-
tary action on the table.
The Republican’s cam-
paign, however, clearly
wants to give the impres-
sion that he might prove
more willing than Obama
to take military action
against Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram.

As Obama walks a thin
line trying to avoid a mili-
tary confrontation in the
months before the Nov.
6 election while also re-
straining Israel, the Re-
publican challenger has
much more freedom to
talk tough.

“I think our biggest single
difference is probably
over Iran,” Williamson
said. “Put it this way: If |
was the regime in Tehran
I'd be much more worried
about dealing with a Rom-
ney administration than
with the current adminis-
tration.”

Obama’s campaign re-
jects that claim. Many of
the actions that Romney
is demanding - particular-
ly regarding tighter sanc-
tions on Iran - have been
put in place by the presi-
dent, Obama’s team said.
Obama’s administration
says it has succeeded in
building an international
coalition against Iran that
has enacted unusually
strict sanctions against
that nation’s central bank
and its oil exports.
Analysts wonder wheth-
er Romney - who has
moved to the right on is-
sues such as healthcare,
abortion and immigration
during his run for the Re-
publican nomination - is
talking tough on foreign
policy merely as a politi-
cal strategy.

“Romney seems to believe
that the way to beat Obama
is to paint himself as the
tough guy when it comes
to national security,” says
Charles Kupchan, a se-
nior fellow at the Council
on Foreign Relations and
a senior member of the

National Security Coun-
cil under President Bill
Clinton. “We simply don’t
know whether he will stick
to that.”

George W. Bush, after all,
pledged a “humble” for-
eign policy and an end to
nation-building before the
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001,
changed everything.

Even those currently clos-
est to Romney, analysts
said, may still be largely in
the dark about how Rom-
ney would handle foreign
policy.

“On economic issues, it is
clear that Romney has his
vision and everyone else
follows. But | don’t think
that’s the case with for-
eign affairs,” says Doug-
las A. Ollivant, a former
National Security Council
director for Iraq and now
senior national security
fellow at the New America
Foundation.

“I know some of the peo-
ple who advise Romney,
and right now I don’t think
even they know,” Ollivant
said. “They are just all
pitching and hoping for a
seat at the top table.”
Democratic officials be-
lieve that Romney’s vul-
nerabilities on foreign
policy range from awk-
ward statements that they
believe show his naivete
- such as when he said
Russia is Washington’s
“number one geopolitical
foe” - to a failure to truly
come up with different or
coherent policies on Iran
or Afghanistan.

“The president’s record
stands in stark contrast
to Mitt Romney, who has
been all over the map on
the key foreign policy
challenges that face our
nation,” an Obama cam-
paign official said.

Despite his international
business background,
critics said, Romney’s for-
eign experience is weak,
largely limited to fund-
raising for the Mormon
church and working with

the International Olympic
Committee to salvage the
2002 Salt Lake City Winter
Games.

Even Romney’s support-
ers seem to acknowledge
as much.

“You certainly wouldn’t get
a President Romney doing
what Obama did and phon-
ing Vladimir Putin from Air
Force One to congratulate
him on a stolen election,”
says Danielle Pletka, vice
president for foreign and
defense policy studies at
the conservative Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute.
“But can we say whether
(Romney) would be more
or less likely to launch the
kind of intervention we
saw in Libya? I think at the
moment we simply do not
know.”

Romney has hired a list of
advisers that reads like a
who’s who of right-leaning
foreign and national secu-
rity affairs specialists -
many of them veterans of
George W. Bush’s admin-
istration.

“On foreign policy ... Rom-
ney still has to show us
who he really is,” says
Nikolas Gvosdev, profes-
sor of national security
studies at the U.S. Naval
War College. But “he has
a reputation for being very
analytical and thorough,
and that could work for
him when it comes to for-
eign affairs.”

Prominent Romney ad-
visers include former CIA
Director Michael Hayden
and a conservative clique
that includes writer Robert
Kagan and John Bolton, a
former U.S. ambassador
to the United Nations.
Williamson said Romney
is intent on considering as
many views as possible.
“I've had the privilege of
working for three presi-
dents, and Romney is the
brightest principal
ever worked for,” William-
son said. “He listens well
and more importantly, he
asks good questions.”

I've
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Economy adds 44,000 jobs

The economy is doing better than many expected. Pho-
to: Robert Rough

Australia’s employers
added seven times the
number of jobs expected
last month, leaving the
jobless rate unchanged
and reducing the need for
the Reserve Bank to cut
interest rates again.
Australia’s unemployment
rate came in at 5.2 per cent
in March as the economy
added 44,000 jobs for the
month, according to the
Australian Bureau of Sta-
tistics.

Economists had expected
the jobless rate to edge
higher to 5.3 per cent,
with just 6500 jobs added
in March.

Among the states, the job-
less rate jumped to 5.8 per
cent in Victoria while eas-
ing to 4.8 per cent in New
South Wales.

“It's very strong at face
value,” said JPMorgan
economist Ben Jarman.
“This makes life very in-
teresting for the RBA be-
cause it’s a key measure
of how much slack there
is in the economy.”

The news sent the Aus-
tralian dollar more than
half a US cent higher to
about $US1.036 as inves-
tors pared their expecta-
tions of an interest rate
cut when the RBA meets
on May 1.

“This number tells them
that their indirect mea-
sures of how much slack
is in the economy have
not really moved,” Mr Jar-
man said.

The extra jobs were

skewed, though, to part-
time positions, with 28,200
of such jobs added for the
month. Full-time jobs rose
15,800, marking the big-
gest increase this year.
The chances of another in-
terest rate cut by the RBA
largely hinge on the rate
of price increases in the
March quarter, as singled
by the central bank last
week when it left interest
rates on hold.
JPMorgan’s Mr Jarman
said that if there is a
strong inflation number at
the end of the month the
decision about any future
rate cuts will come down
to what sort of news oc-
curs in global markets be-
tween now and the begin-

ning of May.
While the March jobs
figure surprised many

commentators with its
strength, economist such
as National Australia
Bank group chief econo-
mist Alan Oster cautioned
about an overly optimistic
reading.

“Fundamentally it’s a sto-
ry that says employment
is going sideways,” said
Mr Alan Oster.

Since 2008 the number of
jobs lost in manufacturing
is equal to those created
in mining - about 110,000
positions, he said.

“This doesn’t mean the
RBA won’t cut,” he said.
“It just means the focus
becomes purely on infla-
tion.”

Since the financial year

began in July, the econ-
omy has added about
50,000 jobs, roughly in
line with the expansion of
the labour force.

The overall jobless rate
at 5.2 per cent may have
dropped had not more
people started looking for
work last month. The par-
ticipation rate - a gauge of
the proportion of people
looking for jobs - rose
to 65.4 per cent in March
from 65.2 per cent in Feb-
ruary, the ABS said.

The number of hours
worked rose 0.6 per cent
in March, seasonally ad-
justed, easing from the 1.1
per cent rise in the previ-
ous month.

NSW leads, Victoria lags
Among the states, Vic-
toria fared the worst last
month, while New South
Wales recorded renewed
strength in its labour mar-
ket .

In Victoria, the season-
ally adjusted jobless rate
jumped to 5.8 per cent in
March from 5.5 per cent
in February, the highest
monthly figure since July
2009, during the depths of
the financial crisis.

In New South Wales, the
unemployment rate sank
to 4.8 per cent in March
from 5.1 per cent in Febru-
ary, according to the ABS.
It was the first time the
state’s jobless rate has
fallen below 5 per cent
since May 2011.

In Western Australia, the
jobless rate ticked up
to 4.1 per cent in March
from 3.9 per cent in Feb-
ruary, while in fellow min-
ing state Queensland saw
its unemployment rate
decline to 5.5 per cent in
March from 5.7 per cent in
the previous month.

In South Australia, the rate
was unchanged at 5.2 per
cent over the two months,
the ABS said. Tasmania’s
jobless rate remained
steady at 7 per cent, but
well up from 5.5 per cent
a year ago.

Union denies strike role in BHP Billiton
mine closure

THE miners’ union says
its industrial campaign
at a Queensland coal pit
has nothing to do with
BHP Billiton’s decision to
close the operation.

The Construction, For-
estry, Mining and Energy
Union said the Norwich
Park mine, in Queen-
sland’s Bowen Basin, was
a marginal operation that
had been losing money
since last year.

CFMEU energy division
general secretary Andrew
Vickers said six other
mines in the region had
been hit with industrial
action in the same wag-
es campaign as Norwich
Park, but none of those
were faced with closure.
“If Norwich Park was ex-
empted from all future
industrial action, that still
wouldn’t change the situ-
ation at Norwich Park,” he
said.

“The real situation at Nor-
wich Park is what BHP put
in its advice to us and has
put out publicly.

“It is the lowest quality
of coal that BHP mines;
they get the lowest price
for it in normal times; the
market has been soften-
ing; the Australian dollar
is high and the contracts
are written in US dollars;
and their pits are still full
of water.

“Even if we were at work,
we couldn’t have pro-
duced. And in any event,
the mine has been losing
money since November of
last year, and there wasn’t
one day of industrial ac-
tion through the whole
of December and Janu-
ary because we called a
truce.”

The CFMEU has waged a
16-month battle between
the BHP Billiton Mitsubi-
shi Alliance (BMA) in a
dispute described by the
miner as an attack on
its right to manage its
mines.

BMA - regarded as the
owner of the world’s most
profitable coalmines -
linked the closure to the
industrial dispute but said
last year’s flooding, lower
coal prices and rising
costs were the major fac-
tors that made the mine a
loss maker.

BMA asset president
Stephen Dumble said:
“While recent industrial
action has had an impact
on production, the mine
has been unprofitable for
some months.”
Opposition resources
spokesman lan Macfar-
lane lashed the industrial
campaign, saying it had
done “enormous dam-
age” to Australia’s repu-
tation as a coal exporter.

“It is back to the darkest
days of union militancy,”
Mr Macfarlane said.

He said people looked
at the coal industry as
hugely profitable but mar-
gins were coming down
almost weekly, and this
was before the imposition
of the carbon tax and the
mining tax.

“Then you add in industri-
al relations, and coalmin-
ers are getting squeezed,”
Mr Macfarlane said.
Resources Minister Mar-
tin Ferguson said Nor-
wich Park’s closure was
disappointing news for
the people of Dysart, the
regional town that ser-
viced the mine.

“I have no doubt that the
closure was a difficult de-
cision for all involved buft,
as BMA have advised, a
number of factors meant
the mine was no longer
commercially viable,” Mr
Ferguson said.

“This includes the tough
global market currently
faced by the coal industry,
and the serious impact of
last year’s floods.

“I welcome BMA’s com-
mitment to supporting the
Norwich Park staff and
and their families during
this period, and assisting
their employees with re-
deployment at the nearby
Saraji Mine.”
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255 asylum seekers on
two more boats arrive

TWO more vessels carry-
ing 255 asylum seekers
were intercepted on tues-
day night.

Home Affairs Minister Ja-
son Clare said the Navy’s
HMAS Launceston inter-
cepted a boat carrying 99
people west of Christmas
Island on tuesday night.
HMAS Bundaberg
dered assistance to and
then boarded a second
vessel carrying 156 peo-
ple, north-west of Christ-
mas Island.

“Border Protection Com-
mand will now make ar-
rangements for the pas-
sengers to be transferred
to Christmas Island,
where they will undergo
initial security, health and
identity checks and their
reasons for travel will be

ren-

established,” Mr Clare
said.

It’s the sixth boat arrival
in 11 days.

So far this year, 23 boats
carrying 1,818 asylum
seekers and crew have
been intercepted by Aus-

tralian authorities.
Immigration Minister
Chris Bowen said the
latest boat arrivals were
“further proof of the con-
sequences of the coali-
tion’s failure to act in the
national interest on bor-
der protection”.

“While the obstructionist
coalition tries to deflect
the blame for these boat
arrivals, we all know that
what people smugglers
are really taking advan-
tage of is Tony Abbott’s
negativity — his addiction
to saying no,” Mr Bowen
said.

“If Mr Abbott is serious
about stopping the boats
he should stop the cheap
and simple quotes and
work with the Govern-
ment to implement off-
shore processing instead
of blocking it.”

Mr Clare said it was “time
for Tony Abbott to stop
saying no and pass our
legislation to allow off-
shore processing in Ma-
laysia and Nauru”.

BHP closes strike-hit Norwich Park mine

BHP Billiton has become the
first miner since the global
financial crisis to close an
Australian coalmine because
it was losing money, escalat-
ing a long-running battle with
unions and threatening 1400
jobs.

The decision, announced
on wednesday, to close the
Norwich Park mine in central
Queensland has prompted
warnings that the coal sec-
tor is struggling under a bar-
rage of new taxes, potential
royalty rises and other cost
pressures.

The closure comes as unions
led by the Construction For-
estry Mining and Energy
Union plan to start a previ-
ously called 36-hour strike
at seven BHP-run mines, in-
cluding Norwich Park start
from thursday night

BHP’s decision has shocked
unions and puts at risk the
future of the nearby town
of Dysart, which was estab-
lished in 1973 as construc-
tion on the mine began, and
threatens up to 1400 jobs.
The 16-month battle between
the BHP Billiton Mitsubishi
Alliance (BMA) and three
mining unions in Queensland
is more about conditions and
operational issues than pay,
and has been described by

Dumping on charities - Salvation Army says
carbon tax will be a costly load of rubbish

CHARITIES will be forced to
cut back essential services
for needy families as the car-
bon tax adds millions of dol-
lars to operating costs.

In the latest challenge to the
Gillard government’s car-
bon tax, the Salvation Army
estimated it would add $3.5
million to the annual landfill
costs for charitable organi-
sations.

It warned the government’s
greenhouse scheme would
force families to dump un-
wanted furniture and cloth-
ing at overcrowded charity
bins instead of paying higher
prices at local rubbish tips.
In a confidential briefing
note, it labelled the carbon
tax “unjust and unfair” and
said it would lead to “more
dumping from a price-sensi-
tive public”.

From July 1, the cost of go-
ing to the local tip will rise as

the carbon tax hits landfill fa-
cilities. About 25 per cent of
pre-loved furniture and cloth-
ing collected by the Salvos,
St Vincent de Paul Society
and other charity organisa-
tions ends up at local rub-
bish tips.”It is of consider-
able concern to us,” National
Association of Charitable Re-
cycling Organisations execu-
tive director Kerryn Caulfield
said.

The Salvos said they would
be paying between $687,000
and $1.25 million in addition-
al landfill fees after July 1.
While the charity had about
$300 million in annual rev-
enue, Salvos Stores chief op-
erating officer Frank Staebe
said it was “another impost
on our bottom line”.

“What that really means is
that less goes into social
programs,” Mr Staebe said.
St Vincents is also working

out the costs of the carbon
tax on its network of outlets
and other services.

While charities would be hit
inadvertently by the carbon
tax, Climate Change Minister
Greg Combet said the gov-
ernment’s Community Ener-
gy Efficiency Program would
be used to lower the energy
use of community organisa-
tions.Charities are preparing
to open a new front in their
campaign against the tax,
warning it would lead to a
reduction in services to the
community’s most vulner-
able.

“The underlying issue here is
that this is not waste which
we generate,” the Salvos said
in the internal document.
“The carbon price is based
on a ‘polluter pays’ philoso-
phy and yet, once again,
charitable recyclers will face
soaring costs.”

the miner as an attack on its
right to manage its mines.
THE BHP Billiton Mitsubi-
shi Alliance appears to have
been losing money from its
Norwich Park coking-coal
mine in the Bowen Basin.
Opposition resources
spokesman lan Macfarlane
lashed unions over the in-
dustrial campaign and called
for anyone who thought they
could resolve the dispute to
become involved.

He said the campaign was
doing “enormous damage”
to Australia’s reputation as
a coal exporter. “It is back to
the darkest days of union mil-
itancy,” Mr Macfarlane said.
He said people looked at the
coal industry as hugely prof-
itable but margins were com-
ing down almost weekly, and
this was before the imposi-
tion of the carbon tax and the
mining tax.

“Then you add in industrial
relations, and coalminers are
getting squeezed,” Mr Mac-
farlane said.

A spokesman for Workplace
Relations Minister Bill Short-
en said, as BHP had indicat-
ed yesterday afternoon, “this
mine had been unprofitable
for quite some time, and the
decision is wholly BHP’s to
make”.

The spokesman said Mr
Shorten’s department had
made contact with the parties
wednesday afternoon.

“The government stands
ready to offer any support to
affected workers it can, par-
ticularly in the nearby town of
Dysart,” he said.

The spokesman attacked Mr
Macfarlane for treating bad
news for workers “as a good
chance to play politics”.

“The investment pipeline for
coalmining in Queensland
alone is $45 billion,” he said.
“This is good news for work-
ers and for the Australian
economy - the only thing this
fact is bad news for is the
Liberal Party’s reckless fear
campaign.”

BMA - regarded as the owner
of the world’s most profitable
coalmines - linked the clo-
sure to the industrial dispute
but said last year’s flooding,
lower coal prices and rising
costs were the major factors
that made the mine a loss-
maker.

BMA asset president Stephen
Dumble said: “While recent
industrial action has had an
impact on production, the

mine has been unprofitable
for some months.”

In February, BMA warned
unions that Norwich Park was
losing money and requested
that it be made exempt from
strike action.

The mine, which started in
1979, produced about four
million tonnes of coking
coal for Asian steel mills
in a normal year, which is
worth about $US824 million
($799m) at current prices. It
survived the global financial
crisis, when coking coal pric-
es were about 40 per cent of
current levels.

The closure adds to the hit to
state and commonwealth rev-
enue from a 40 per cent drop
in coking coal prices over
the past year that, combined
with lost volume from floods,
could wipe $1bn from export
revenue this year.

The Queensland Resources
Council, of which BMA is
a member, warned that the
impost would wipe tens of
millions of dollars from the
state’s royalty revenue.

QRC chief executive Michael
Roche said: “The situation
at this Bowen Basin mine is
a salutary reminder to politi-
cians, employees, communi-
ties and a multitude of inter-
est groups that it is simply
not possible to keep loading
more and more costs on to
mining operations without
consequences.”

Mr Roche’s statement re-
ferred to mining and carbon
taxes, industrial action and
threats from new Premier
Campbell Newman of further
royalty rises.

Mr Newman said he expected
BMA to look after any work-
ers who would be displaced
and he was seeking briefings
from the company before a
closure date next month.
CFMEU district president Ste-
phen Smyth said despite the
BMA warnings, the unions
had been shocked by the clo-
sure. “If they try to drag strike
action into this, they are draw-
ing a really, really long bow,”
he said. “When you consider
the way the mine’s been man-
aged and run and the weather
and the high Aussie dollar,
that’s going to be more of a
contributor.”

The unions are scheduled to
meet BMA officials this morn-
ing.

BMA said it intended to cease
production at the mine indefi-
nitely after a seven-week re-

view had been unable to find
a way to return the operation
to a profit.

Cedric Marshall, the Mayor of
Dysart, 1000km northwest of
Brisbane, which was built to
service Norwich Park and the
nearby Saraji coalmine, said
Norwich Park employed 490
people full-time, about 400
of whom lived in the town of
about 3500.

Another 900 contractors re-
lied on the mine, but most of
them lived elsewhere.

“I would expect that BMA
would deploy some of these
but there’s no doubt it will
affect the town,” he said. “It
could hit our businesses, and
maybe the schools too if fam-
ilies are forced to leave the
town. There’s certainly impli-
cations for the community.”
Mr Dumble said operations
would not restart until a vi-
able future was found. “We
understand that this decision
will have a significant impact
on our employees, their fami-
lies and the Dysart commu-
nity and we are committed to
supporting them,” he said.
BMA said it would try to maxi-
mise redeployment opportu-
nities for Norwich Park staff
at Saraji.

An emergency Fair Work
Australia conciliation hearing
was held on wednesday to
consider an application from
the Construction Forestry
Mining and Energy Union for
bargaining orders against
BMA in the latest tussle in the
dispute.

Andrew Vickers, general sec-
retary of the CFMEU mining
and energy division, said the
union was seeking to halt the
proposed secret postal ballot
on BMA’s latest enterprise
agreement offer.

The union is also seeking or-
ders to ensure any ballot is
held on site. It asks the firm
to meet the union to conclude
negotiations before putting
the agreement to a vote.

BMA has been negotiating
with three unions, covering
more than 3000 employees
across its work sites in the
Bowen Basin, and recently
announced it could no longer
meet all its contract obliga-
tions because of bad weather
and ongoing industrial ac-
tion.

The company declared force
majeure for its Bowen Basin
mines on April 2, a clause
allowing companies to miss
delivery and supply agree-
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Companies urge war on environmental ‘green tape’

THE business
nity has united to demand
Julia Gillard and the pre-
miers slash unwieldy en-

commu-

vironmental assessments
and approvals processes,
warning “green tape” is
jeopardising $900 billion in
resources and infrastruc-
ture projects.

In a rare move, the Busi-
ness Council of Australia,
the Australian Industry
Group and the Australian
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry on tuesday
night issued a joint plea
for the Prime Minister and
state leaders to declutter
the bloated national reform
agenda so that it focused
on fewer areas that would
have the biggest impact on
improving the economy.
The business groups said
the new priorities should
include scrapping the
double-handling of envi-
ronmental assessments on
projects between the com-
monwealth and the states,
fast-tracking the approvals
for major projects includ-
ing by quarantining some
areas for resources explo-
ration and exempting light
industrial and residential
developments from costly
assessment processes.
The groups have also
called for governments to
axe more than 240 federal
and state policies related
to climate change and en-
ergy efficiency before the
July 1 start of the carbon
tax, revive the stalled ener-
gy reform agenda and cut
business red tape.

On top of this, they want a
new scheme for rewarding
the states for making good
on significant reforms after
an impasse at last week’s
treasurers’ meeting over
the expiry of “national part-
nerships” agreements that
trigger hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in federal
payments.

The groups have released
their call in a discussion

paper for the Council of
Australian Governments
business advisory forum
that meets tomorrow with
Ms Gillard and the premiers
in Canberra, and will in-
clude BHP Billiton’s Marius
Kloppers, Rio Tinto’s David
Peever, Telstra’s David Th-
odey, Wesfarmers’ Richard
Goyder and Pacific Brands
chairman James MacKen-
Zie.

In the paper, the groups
cite the case of one major
resources project that took
more than two years to get
environmental approvals,
involved more than 4000
meetings and presenta-
tions with interest groups
and prompted a 12,000-
page report. The project
was approved with more
than 1200 state conditions
and 300 federal conditions,
with a further 8000 sub-
conditions.

The BCA estimates that a
12-month delay to a 10 mil-
lion-tonne coking coalmine
in Queensland would cost
the state $170 million in
royalty revenues.

On Tuesday night, BCA
chief executive Jennifer
Westacott said all busi-
nesses were “absolutely
on the same page” about
the need to cut business
costs. “With the economy
in transition and many
businesses struggling to
stay competitive, it is vital
COAG is helped to look at
all of its reforms through
the lens of what is going to
make it easier to do busi-
ness, and reducing un-
necessary business costs
so the economy can grow
faster.”

The move is all the more
significant as it is a rare
show of unity by the busi-
hess groups.

The BCA spans the top 100
chief executives, ACCI rep-
resents 350,000 large and
small businesses and the
Al Group represents more
than 60,000 businesses.

The politically sensitive
small business lobby also
provided input into the pa-
per. It comes as the Gillard
government attempts to
improve its relations with
the business community.
Corporate Australia’s rela-
tionship with the govern-
ment has been at a low
point after disagreements
over key policies, includ-
ing the carbon tax, mining
tax, industrial relations and
the threat of new taxes on
business in next month’s
budget.

On Tuesday, Australian
Securities Exchange chief
executive Elmer Funke
Kupper, who used to run
gaming company Tabcorp,
said his clients the 2223
sharemarket-listed com-
panies were rendered less
competitive because of the
stalled reform agenda. “I'm
a great supporter of my cli-
ents. National businesses
and international busi-
nesses demand the most
efficient model in Australia
and there’s no excuse for
not having it, particularly
in an environment where
the economy is slowing
and our competitiveness is
under threat from the high
dollar.”

Mr Peever, the managing
director of Rio Tinto Aus-
tralia, said the COAG busi-
ness advisory forum had to
increase competitiveness
and tomorrow’s meeting
should help establish a
“proper framework” to de-
velop a more effective way
to create policy.

“Australia needs a proper
policymaking process to
ensure key reforms are de-
livered in the right way,”
he said. “A lack of proper
process can inhibit good
policy development and
hold back the reform drive
crucial to creating a more
competitive Australia.”
ACCI chief executive Pe-
ter Anderson said tomor-
row’s meeting should give
political leaders a “reality
check” on the regulatory
reform plans.

The paper by the business
groups signals they will
escalate their campaign
against green tape.
Business wants to avoid
the situation where Can-

berra knocks back assess-
ments conducted under bi-
lateral agreements with the
states that are supposed to
reduce the duplication in
green approvals. It wants
the federal government to
commit to making a deci-
sion within six months of
state approvals, and for the
states to reserve areas for
certain activities such as
exploration.

“These reforms are essen-
tial to removing the dou-
ble-handling of environ-
mental assessments that
do nothing to improve en-
vironmental outcomes but
risk the cost-effectiveness
and competitiveness of
Australia’s unprecedented
investment pipeline. There
are around $900bn of com-
mitted and prospective
investment opportunities
in large-scale projects,
mostly in resources and
economic infrastructure,”
the paper states.

On development assess-
ment reforms, business
wants the states to com-
mit to a target where 50-70
per cent of applications
for low-risk residential and
light industrial develop-
ments are exempted from
the process, with Canberra
to consider reviving re-
ward payments to states
that update their planning
systems.

The Productivity Commis-
sion has estimated this re-
form could deliver $225m
in benefits to the economy.
Business figures cite the
lengthy approvals and con-
sultation processes that
have hindered coal-seam
gas projects, potentially
adding to the costs of en-

ergy.
This could also be on the
agenda at tomorrow’s

meeting as one partici-
pant is Origin Energy boss
Grant King, who has ac-
cused the Greens of ignor-
ing scientific consensus in
its attack on CSG.
Wesfarmers’s Mr Goyder
is also likely to be well
versed on the issue as the
company’s Coles super-
markets chain has raised
concerns previously about
inflexible and outdated
planning controls on the
size of stores.

Missing Rahma’s father cries as
triple-0 call played to inquest

rl-i.' o

ma El-Dennaoui has bro-
ken down after a recording
of his triple-0 call to police
was played at the inquest
into her disappearance.
Hosayn El-Dennaoui has
this morning given evi-
dence about the last time
he saw his daughter when
he put her to bed at their
home in Lurnea in Novem-
ber 2005.

He has told the coronial
inquest that he placed the
girl in a queen-sized bed
next to two of her sisters
about 2am after she had
fallen asleep on the couch.
The next morning he said
he was woken by one of
his eight children telling
him that Rahma had gone
missing.

After looking in the cup-
board in his daughters’
room and under his own
bed, Mr El-Dennaoui said
he looked outside for Rah-
ma before he called police.
That phone conversation
was played before the
Coroner>s Court in Glebe
this morning as Mr El-Den-
naoui sat with his head in
his hands.

In that call, the father told
the triple-0 operator that
the fly screen to Rahma’s
bedroom had been taken
off and that she had gone.
He then gave a description
of the girl before being told
police were on their way.
At the conclusion of the
tape, Mr El-Dennaoui asked
if he could have a moment
before he began to cry.
His wife, Alyaa El-Den-
naoui, who gave evidence
on the first two days of the

The father of toddler Rah-

inquest, also began cry-
ing after the recording was
played.

Earlier, Mr El-Dennaoui
told the inquest the win-
dow above his daughters’
bed was open when he put
Rahma to bed but there
was nothing wrong with
the fly screen.

The next morning the fly
screen had been cut or
torn, the inquest has heard,
creating a hole big enough
to lift a child through.

The inquest, which is now
in its third day, is exam-
ining a range of possible
theories as to what hap-
pened to the 20-month-old,
with no reported sightings
since she was put to bed
that night.

Among the theories being
examined is that Rahma
met with foul play, an ac-
cidental death or that she
was abducted and is pos-
sibly still alive.

The inquest heard yester-
day that Mrs El-Dennaoui’s
brother Mourad Dennaoui
had told police the rumour
in the family was that Rah-
ma had been taken by one
of her childless uncles.

It has also heard that
someone in the commu-
nity had come forward and
told police that Rahma>s
father was a well known
drug dealer in the Lurnea
area.

The same person had told
police a loud argument
about Rahma accidentally
swallowing ecstasy was
heard the night before she
vanished.

The inquiry continues
thursday afternoon.
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Video-on-Demand Movies
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Narre Warren South

11712 [T o]y NSSS—— (+61) 410-103-848 +61) 298-912-551 &Broad Meadows Nas Data Communication......... (+61) 387-949-876
Belmore Black Town Perth Botany
(+61) 400-466-484 Little Parand.....eoeeececeeeeesreees (+61) 296-761-633 City Fresh Supermarket.............. (+61) 892-275-659 3D Thinking (+61) 402-998-494
(+61) 413-240-342 Dandenong Perth Sartaj Gran Satellite...........(+61) 423-631-129 Brisbane
:\);:'S\ey ) Dorakhshan Market........................ (+61) 397-948-418 Ariana /_\FG LY 1 L1 C— (+61) 421-883-650 Afshar Market (+61) 738-477-396
aelie A01-491 540 Melbourne Adellaid Basir Satellite (+61)421-511-234
Super Sahel...... . (+61) 294-176-766 IStar Persian BAzar...............(+61) 393-549-212 (+61) 884-438-599 asir >atell
Heshmat Satellite.. ..(+61) 400-078-000 Austech Telecom (+61) 410-514-439 (+61) 404-541-835 Aburn
Tech Solutions... ..(+61) 402-666-555 Bamyan Halal Butchers (+61) 397-932-636 Geelong Zam Zam Market........w: (+61) 431-207 576
Bullono............ ..(+61) 043-300-8974 & Grocery Nima Satellite.......o..rovermrrrrn (+61) 040-172-9598 Southport Gold coast
Niavaran Market ......... ...(+61) 294-771-772 Sid SALEITE.errmmmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeirnnd (+61) 415-406-500 Parramatta Sara & SEVAA .ooovvvvennrrreeesesssneeee (+61) 756 970014
Broadcasting Australia Satellite...(+61) 298-912-551 Super Gulph..... .(+61) 398-502-992 Little Persia (+61) 296-301-648 Persian Supermarket
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Customer Service: Sales:

Tel: +1-416-202-6608

Tel: +1-604-293-1000

Fax:1-905-709-1910
info@glarab.com
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