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1800-049-087 www.moneygram.com
FOR MORE LOCATIONS CALL

@ (02) 9642 8995

A.5.C. Global Services Pty Ltd

ARNCLIFFE, AUBURN, BANKSTOWN, BURWOOD,
CAMPBELLTOWN, CROYDON PARK, GRANVILLE,
GREENACRE, HARRIS PARK, KOGARAH, LAKEMBA,
MERRYLANDS, PARRAMATTA, ROCKDALE

Become a MoneyGram Sub Agent visit
www.ascglobalservices.com.au

©2011 MoneyGram. All rights reserved
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Happy Easter

On this most
sacred and holy
of occasions,
| extend my
warmest wishes

aSHludl dmwlidl ol (2
dilis  Cwdd  yiS¥I
audil cduad Ceaid| Gt
adlndl (w0 ALl ol
Y VLSRR - LY
to Bankstown’s (VPRI gl Sl e
Christian Wleig baiaw puuad

community. May Clr Khal Asour %{OP?%ONN S|

you have a Safe MAYOR OF BANKSTOWN ‘ HI “ IS
- Ph: 9707 9523 e L e o
and enjoyable Fax 07079517 | i ot

aster. www.bankstown.nsw.gov.au




Page 5

Saturday 7 April 2012

the middle east

_.le_ﬁw

YooY Oless V Casal

0 indua

0

byl Oyl gl hyg 026 Gl
ol Al A (o gy gt (w0 pllalg

Loteilis Jula
degane 89 ey l5g
LI s Jlaedly slazdyl
daludly  glulalegl  gha
gl 95y 5y e
ahl cgieill aesag S)
blui Gle d)900all jud)
Lalaidyl il jsigall e aae
dadgally &l &)leiimdly
siiall Laajdly gy B
Aoy il Gajall galiaidyl
bl oo alall B plal A

Juiall

0 Olaale bl alhalg
ol sal g)sull il
ol ole Al ae e
glagily aslall  culiyell
Lyges A dal I

Olbas  pud Al il
GhlAaall ol )
oYyl JUb Ll ikl
Omall 23 plg,e &gall 1599
«calyghill Lages ;4,09
oalaall o pdy Juial g
drs P a0 Cayg pubies
coalaall Jos Jod

Olosla é)ﬂ @l dan 0
bl 1059 oo JSa YLl

alaall & y0a0l sy el
alal g plole  Jlins
Ladsdl ageall Al (b
Sl deagill Jal (o &dgally
G5 Gill pLalY1 Jlostinal pis
Lagwad cagpall jba g ba
ccalaalgally JLBIN slaiil ae
Gallall ool dilia (B yiclg
5..&.:‘.«&.5."9 ‘cLl?.l'l" L d.;ca.n.u
las d8leigll culel a2
il o8 dsa ¥l 0 ol
JLST A Baclull Ll I
gasll Lo (il plalyl g3
Waagiall Lyl (& GLAI Yl
haall u)les dusal cllaSg
pabatil JAlpal Gle lgall
Lptiey) Gaill plalYL sl Al
lyina hiw, Jlp ¥ gillg
el LYl guslidl]
paly)ly paSuel (gati,
Al padne Jow omalid

w2 Al
G Lpsesall pud) A
ey (A g)seeall uadll
oaladll k) g JU1 ol
alghill g, dui pball
&ylily Lol 1 dwbsall
Gaglall o Allaall uilgdll
bl dualally ulaall I
Gill dsgSall Elisl dolall

) gl 7 423 gt M-\.ﬁ}ﬂ;@"&gsylgud@ém Ayl pan>

(AlSw GLl dwli,u il
dolga Al Liasey clatieyb ol
el Ll e yYLEEYN
Gill Elgall Cila &85 g
Ba ) Eiayh lak b,
SY ojsbi mewn ¥ el
S N
ol il oo bl
~dizaing ol oA

1289 ¢l 20 A paen Jofialg
(p¥ans dhle oyl
(oaall i (Jls, LAl
b obaS jujsh
Aolasll  Bjsag bl g
odlaall Jusally iYase
.ol AVl Jaally laaig

o) @aig,lall dal Ay culldg
dagell ,u3s g9 cslaieyy
e pilly cu il babds S
alabdll  dagiuas sall
R ENT| SO IV

Gy oSl e
il Al GLAYL ikl
iefall I Euadll e
dahgll ALSI Cajay il gall
SR o cleddl cdsludll
dozh Jlaig azw olshilg
derashalld  (wgs  Jlisug
faali g LaA) gl
0ol Jlims Glall sl
cehlBgmall Ll 3 5

gl)lo Uﬁ O)lj «leﬁ-"»
o JLasyl dlglay ol el
u)AS «A_||9£."» dA.Q).A.M.\.l
L a8 ‘_,.Is el Juoaild any
B98¢ «))lﬂ 8,9%¢g «ulgdlly
oolia Lslals S 2y 13TV
caLll 13g A & jall

Gl cJale Sl (B
5 o i aylatl gaea
99030 (gabalall Gud Al
KagSall k) iy e
Gy ooyl plas G
LB sy sene d)gaeall
Orilag gradla Gilgig

@ Uyl el plel LS
Srbdl ALl Gl S A
(ghmall algy ol hall plall
(Jo¥) ol clus 54
Foldl sl el
pumly el pujhay §)Lin
Ylail (& ] s KU
ot il gaen Laily
JSiialy  dadeally  dsigall
.A.-SLJs c;l.;...clll dlglag
daleag aiules d;l oo all
ol

)9 ubl «Aa8lgall Ay
obr P gadall aea JLI
@il Ul GYhb 6 jsal
¢l vady aa Al A
pladivl Gl Bagall &glas
Agabaall glyall (A el

e YLe Yl dubi
Aigy oLl L8y K LS
PR i | QO Y- OWEP | Y AL
deldy cnan (b Geidaall alai
ol JB fn olud cugear
B Jhasl o aabilh
sl GeudBYl Allaill g
£9Alls Ljsws plil pan
dglaall b Jlag .ailagll
b pgin e cape
P Glal ye il 8,8
Jalall

Ahlis JYA 7,4 gy 1Sy
e = o
u...l.clA.ll ol o da Cl)alll
o8 ooy csll dan e Il
loShu 31 Jlaidl gl caginll
el 858l 7zl aYl culs b
OSa ply aalelua ¥ I huaig
B oo pahy pSeall 0
<zl AV

a8l el Jilwgy ol éhbig
ol Baslgia S pal daalill
a8l jloag i € gl Yaey
ol ALY e Jiasa
8l oAVl Gle oS AL 1gilS
«)Ln." Q,Alb-o

ub—lﬁ u-“‘» ol .\..SL..I\ Aang
8031 Sl aslpal @i, ol
Jalgs Gle el 0amdl
Oradiall gog culiloc 48,2 2o

Slghlh ia ) ikl
u.a.u.@.n.“ JL.A.;....‘L. dg}ll
«JLicyl dglagy (0 (\.mlLu.u
sl Ll s ail olel Gall
oo loppl oS YLl
aad gl pulae pund)
9 il ey s
o aen gadall (g bl da LAl
XS (Gl JT i e peals
Gode¥l Kol plel ada
ool daigylall &S okl
dhigi Jlail AL gaes 4l
peabs slea )Vl clows dadalls
Lol 8L &l

A8 cuaBe 088 s )
Ln.lLu.u.ul Lelaial  «Jaficasll»
Y YPOCIN| R WL
dlglag 03 Calall 8,guiall
dalay Loil cupiely cJLzyl
cly ¥y pl Yl Jalass (0
obid e 8ald agtiul é&.ll
JLazl dlglas e LYkl
h9ms Bales plge SALI
diasl sl dmpally
63l8)9 sl @b, i)l
flagiadl alals  JLsel Ll
QAL me Al GIS ouall
adall W59 wle lghil
ploy (A3Iall (Ul 598 (2
A

Aldg Jad glgp cbablly  Guladdl by Ladl Leo [ cLad ‘_nLa.\.L‘ alil pd ) abiw @k 6‘ u|» ..\Sl9 5920098 Joni uilS daa 2og  dlglaall «JBiuglly cuyticly
Gasad ol aleall il 4y YAy Wb bl | e il cdglia QLI gydn Jwlas 839 dn ol ohay  obalBll Jiin e baan dlajel &l
Jualdi Gl Lgis  alhlg AL plas | Gaddy  cqdaall daw <8 gLl Al ,sig cyloeyl cabdlanyl Hea,all e cuwts Jhlagll
HPSall i Gle HLIL bl 2o lasb u*“)-” Joliy [ Ladwdl  Guliiall el gaeall Gleg Jbdll ladl 3,431 aiblhd clS 13l ey oy olil  oearsiall
GO by gaey e e dagSall udi) ol | (sglge dllls Gloall Envwall  ASLABI 830331 lgecds ol HLal cleall 038 cuw po  omeblaall aialE e i
delall sl abasll aldldl e laae B8y [ A ladl & alb by «a.....n]lg Gleall  peanilb ol Gl JYEwYlg dabuallgdyall e
dglag JS plo ghil a88gig  julay Q&I Gl 2udlgally | clillleg @l 5 yie @bl (A @il dSID ._nl)9 «).;z)_..u| Al ¢ Ny § Al iL‘ng al hhiay L Gl el
AL A dmall 8,5y dwls p dylyg Lilal elyyedl S JEull AYb e adg ,ol.ol S LS Ay Jab Heeaall
| N\

A

Tel:

e Be reliable

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control
(Events)

e RSA certificate

ddsg dlea IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we’re always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must:

e Hold a first Aid certificate
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
No recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au
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HBHOME

380 Lt

Refrigerator
Primera Series

NOW
$650

o Stalnless Steel Look refrigerator

e Multi Flow Cooling System

e Full No-Frost System

e Reversible doors

e Quick Freezer Compartment

e |nterior Light in both Fridge & Freezer

¢ Freezer Door Racks

° Eumldlty Controlled Vegetable Crisper
ins

e Twist Ice Trays and Storage Bin

e Nett Total Volume 380It

Square basin and wall mixers

NOW $85 EA

o With square wide lever handle.

¢ Solid brass construction with
chrome finish.

¢ Australian Standard, 4 star
water rating (6.9L/min).

o \WELS approved.

¢ (Comes with 5 years
manufacturer’s warranty on
cartridge.

Calida Privacy Set
Complete
12 years warranty

RRP $73.00
NOW $48

Advertisement

YooY Oless V Casal

“Building or Renovating
HB are people to see”

At il

900
Frameless
l Shower
Screen
NOW
. $450
F

e 900mm x 900mm x 1950mm

¢ 10mm thick tempered glass
(toughen glass)

¢ |ncludes hinges, brackets,
‘L’ handle, and 2 x corner
shelves.

e Complies with Australian
standard

¢ 12 months warranty

Solid Doors
RRP $480 NOW $210

Double Loaded 60 x 60
Porcelain Floor Tiles

FROM $14

Oyl 3195 | piigd & Hhone

Shadow Line Vanity
j 750mm

NOW
$240

e Finger Pull with
polyurethane cabinet
and ceramic top.

e Dimensions: 750mm
X 460mm x 540mm

Lex Toilet Suit

NOW
$250

e Available S or P Trap

e Soft Close Seat

¢ Back To Wall

e 4 5 Litre- 3 Litre Dual Flush
e 4 Star

Multi—furnction Shower Unit
i

,’ WAS-6490

NOW $290

¢ Square or Round

e Solid Brass Rail

e Australian Standard, 3 star
water rating

Laminate Timber
Flooring

NOW FROM $13

AA‘_

VY MAYY
T L. Y

ylac S gﬁé)i—j QIS HL | gugeias!

A 19 elduw sy Adgubomd ASIHlie e g sl.i.g Adgrleeile S

546-556

Phone:: 02 8724 5900
Website:: www.hbhome.com.au

il auitig 3yluilt 9 5S) pe

A1 1959)

bodville Rd, Guildford NSW 2161

Email::

Fax:: 02 8724 5911
sales@hbhome.com.au
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Pilgrimage Tour 9 Sep - 7 Oct 2012 )MY‘ “"‘ ‘“,ﬁ """3“3 L""Jﬁ"‘ M‘ Q‘PJ"""

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE VISIT OF POPE BENEDICT XV IN LEBANON ,,.,“,,,,
Accompanied by: Fr John Harb

. 4 LEBANON

ey Beirut- Jeita
Baalbek
Harissa

ITALY

. Milano -Rome
Vatican -Venice

GREECE

Athens - Patras

HOLY LAND

Jerusalem
Nazareth

JORDAN

Amman - Petra
Jarash

Tour Includes: Full itinerary, all airfare tickets & taxes - Professional Tour Guide,

Luxury Equipped Motorcoach 5 star - All sightseeing & entry fees,
\
$65 5&

accommodation twin share 4 star hotels. Breakfast and dinners.

For enquiries and bookings Travel 2000: 9791 6606 or 0400 544 864
OLOLW: 0419 445 116 or 0414 578 578
Email: trvi2} com.au or layoul8: il.com

If you wish to join this tour, book early (limited seats only)

2WAY TOWING

SERVICES

2WAY TOWING

SERVICES

Arthur Nohra - Truck Owner
MOB: 0414 41 9090/ 0416 22 37 98 FAX: 9613 1970

i SERVICE

> Sy yladd

i k19 o et &gi
T slowil il ‘,a Aty
0414419090 : 1) J' - | glucadi|
&mﬁl ‘,s all 7 dckuadl jlws le dau
-\.\.G|3.L| ‘,a d83g ddola dlelas
ol a2 el dal B

/ N\
| il | okt 5 il A 91 5 3 Gl Sl oty

fald e iodl uadd| by Sal G B pesdl”
[P0 S gy Ol Hau daaer pudi (el | §gui ol
GBS (g A yadly dwilialll dudlod| O Ll gl dagli o Ml
kel —ilaly @.ﬂ @dladly Hlidy Ll Awugl ‘,ﬂ O, |
[ addl asad| e odsan Ol il w0 A.\.ll.la ciluiedll Jozlg
\ oA Oladlg doually /

Saidet Zgharta Association - Australia
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Annual Dinner Dance Party
5th May, 2012 at 3.00pm
La Mirage Reception “Oasis Room”

210 Hume Hwy, Somerton

U6 5 5 2uns IETITI 5600 perperson

gyl Lt Ryl A i o1
Yo Y uadd| s duutiod 4-%-33 sligi o

elld Gle wgads aig”

;lf-\“ u—'L'-‘|9 L,.lgﬂ

L,m).ll Gaall ellaa (atana g uug-\.u Gyl 2ilg ol d-oL-A
b a3l Gas G m)LA.H d.ll..\ld-nolg ¢ oloy¥l JS a9
Jo Liilal j092 d&u i Mg Giaall a..lg) Lna.\lsz.-lg LQ.u‘&.o &
c}LhL- Ln)......\...u O] menall o8y ,o.l gla” d.-.-.oL..-.\g d.uL..ulg e
Jdgm Al algs LJ.\Sg.- L e ¢ LA.-\ Yl ,oS.\Loﬂg

.(\e:vo )95\)

Sl podl 90 ¢ ol fluss ¥ SO «_|).l| Ji” 90 daludll gy 5l
dLa]‘OJ.Q)u.QJJALuLAQSLodS.\AAaa c,o?..ds.m_u..
QL.:. Gl Lz 8lall cuga (a9 «5)3‘ S a0 LJA....9 Cw

oL..~Jl Lqm d,w Bagaa ’QL.A d.o&..l t_|9.o." paLall z_mn
033 e (B Yol 15aSE Eawn Laal¥a usws @l
Lo ).w.\.....ll A Lilig ¢)lallg LQ.-L-)” Lya ,4 JSs Ll
154 m....s.ll 3!9 (\M‘ SA Yy lalS digSuall (A Lo g

R | k™ Sl iy JQ‘S—\ i Ju co)L....\.Jlg uu..s.ll
oo Lo-wu\ls daclaallg d...A)A.H dLaall o..\l.q;.u.\ RY g.u.n O)Lu.u.“A
gw.u.lsl .8, 2944\94 cd,.ml“s CLA)Q.A.J.HS )b—u-ll“ Jua
dad digidg cugs.ul| u| Lacis| aiss sall J-A-\\ll ) d.oL-A."
d)-w-\-o A Jaalis dml l;g..s.g a...la..«.s @lalall Gle Culall
lewgSLall
pailal (A pa @SeVly diojYl e cligwndd IS 1al
Gl g (¥l e JHa el haiy paillass
(3] PrSve PRy BN L...L.; Jaxi ul L )..m pSd Blallg dalall ally
Las ellul mgl,s..g onbll Zua 8l 5 LLdE, LS Ld).u.\.\&_\
Jdaluall u_u_‘\...ﬁa |..\9.Q).u.| cL._\_\LM LU9S.\9 ch.u.ns Een ||
8ed"y oAU gl (g 033 ELal Lhiges lin oS
RNCE-E B A | (LJ|)--«~|9§J| Lads A "4,Lll ZL"‘A" 9 ¢ Q.n:z."
cgedall cljlas b dig)lall "Lnalas"y dalilll Li)las SLE%
c«_‘l)..\l.m.llg L\l..ls) P9 cLJLoslg Llle (A Lisle Cung cdalidgll
Lol JS oLl e
ulﬁdeMthmuA5d|M|@9. doeilly
(1) g) "ass

-as8 Blall Jodal Lld zu8, sl clal 525 .. .sla ALy

Saall gagy ¢oll Sjhy sall Al gag ..z AlL

d..uL\\Hg dsally

calegingllg uugs.n.ll & Saaiiy Gl gl 929 ,ciLu.\JLn
.au8 1aalg dS.ll ds_us'

S L.a);.ls diuhall 3g.8 Q& Gl & Al 939 ...&all
-9l

02Ul dag adng"y Gisldll ez, sall Call g9 ...Cullg
diag Pl dsulg (GAall aaell I ,659:..\1 Gilagll 032
fosd e oueSlll cnbaltly ola lly pSiiaSy eSadud
[ESET - R VY -1 | PR E N | dgl ] Lul oAl pSughi
) _U_\ulsl.\wl_u 9S.JL-.})I9;JS.3

/3

Since 1992

ABNMN : 75 046 769 103

Specialloffer;

snl | el dund sl Ll gl 8351 b

Oa Ll gl Bapdl ol pudly waond| Zuadd! e dusbic)
S @lleg Wl gl b dalr ol (g dale usbiall|
alidill wae Jaos O il 4 Lzl ¢ kgl cadaly sl
Ol ol ddsiledally pdluslly WS 5dly ! JS sl ylly Judilg
e adly @il wae JSg . ael @dladly Ll sgly
Ll Agl 825! Hlad o yaka

Ol @augall plahl dLiwyl sagall All Gl &S sl S|
s dly peaolly sally cjall 5o, eldl” 5o culeldll] Jaal
Gllas Bolly Gaally 7 0ai¥gg porg paslesily Jla il
Jayg adlly poally pue¥l Aula cdaijd el ploals jajgll
Maladully olgiall

Sliwdl alaig augall CELI Ll gl 800l Li ALt
i 3ydabie A Baell HLE Spe B GRagall lghil
8 jolall duliall Ll slinualy clacl o oS Sae judn G
Lall clacly 5 5u5e joaaio Lll yiuagl 8,0l Lo Ganis poaaliy
el gy bl Jhy daeen pad) dswbiall jas LS Ld,layl
Gl alb G9)le elially ¢S S s daa sl &gliy2 I 0 S
i planbwg a9l g mjall Laod La &g Saal Al
S ryais HLAl Guis LB coa i &S wilSy 80l
Ao)lS 85 Gag pongall ALl a8 sall

G pjell il Gasgall CSLIL J& 8 pesll aiall by
ol Bl oo L2a Joallg CL:A.\}.HB daagll ‘_,.H gei Gl ailaaagig
B 6l pSall sl Lilg" YLE "Gall Gle Ly Gihg" Lt iy
daglllg Liye) O, §A Y ail U.ls J..\.o.ds by u\.a.n.L.u ,6549.&
Liigwag Liijga ,o.ub Leldl C\JLASLl | AVl o0 d.«-Aﬁ‘ aal Vg
go slill Eudee (3 palusi Gl ghall wiily oLiciyl glle
“Aaglill Lijey culagel B85 8jan (A aagall Al oLl dS
Gaglill Lijeyg da,all L8 (Siangs olSls wiil” Jodlly widg
sl e Jolis ol Lily pSaeiy (580 Vg zaxi 8aully Labill
P grleiaVly bl la)gag mldl degdye &iglill Lije)
Selilg alaayl al)l LS Eeuliall




Page 29 Saturday 7 April 2012

e middle east

_._”ﬁs ALogf

YT Shed V o

-

Y4 doua

& o

. "4 ¢ g0
aidall A asaly
S|l yguall Ignadis) A uilio aee9 @Sl pcly EKINL> ddaddd - puS))l sguaciy dlas!

Pk D219 347 381 - 03 9833 83389

il ol akas b ] Jazlg pudf St

g0y eeall glame  adlg
dlee¥l dly)g zlyidly Al
Sl gl U8 Llai A cdhlelly
daal lgdned ool (s pehe
gy Aslly Al ikl
ole ool 8,0l mabindl 2o
cbally 5553 zy9n oL plail
A Enlolil &anllplly aom powad
ololiiall (gull angll JLEiwlg
do el deodlly  melin ol
21y asns GRaaliall s 8)lisall
daly Gle 8 plull 8)laYlg &5 all

o) 095 plaw (o) gb) b 81y JgS o oo ool il il (30
(il 3aS) 29 o9 (| our) sy iy (LasSuily) 392 Ok

(053850 AT Ll sl (B ddbi] A5 3 Jol
iy * 0| ot et Al pladd* * da o il ol e (R U PRE S
2l il Ol Jlawy* 39l JallS] * Ansnil ilallaia® 31l ol * G

bt 8912

0995 plau
0418 240 850

SV

V8 9 gosns]

.dguall
peball clgal (A
ol cnlanal
e Lia Ll
O [FYE IV
sldaaily Jayl
lgad, omall
loaa  Isa s
oleg balaul

oball  (n ,él..\

101 South St, Granville ‘é{ 222 Sydney St, Chatswood
P:02 9637 0322- F:9637 0377 * P:02 9413 2722- F:9413 2711

)% %
Glly Liily cuehs
229 Louila
solall —la
wldll Yalsy
laill by
ol gl (50
O Ll g
cm_.as

aasll Jaial LS
paads  alels
paalyy  abslg
w2 Al caliabiag
& gl oy
Guiall iyl
gheall in

*” o5

aluadll i alw¥l aaly oK
om fBYlg dnally melutll g
obgll Gal Gle Blaally  Ghgll Lyl
daiboll dinng L Sig o)l Aily
aiei L JS Llasl ga o Sy .
dithe (A JAn ply Gino o aslsl
JIS LS .\,,.‘\L...‘..ls Liag Lelyial
rpall alis Al

pauaail Liad lgagly  nallg )

( pobedl all §oa . Ll
palutiy  plaly goddy  godd
Ja adl Jois  .ojadg alll cLAW
Edadl &I Lon8a a2y ol Yeg
ain) guly sl plila amsl
J8 Gle ail wibia mand aifg
shyall lewas Lisalig 5 nad (5l
-Ololedly

co9aly ol lg all ]

@@ ! gl daille Jas Anidia haine dalS
A i @l o ol

oAl a1 all g
dailh Jie ALy agien  delS
Gl Giaw B H9,all paagall
dalos ¢l (B AL e pals s
Loge A Hgpall prangall Jie ol

gl plelw asl
lmdbmlgm‘_)u);ukc\u.;gﬂl
,uz;.Ul clagas alllag wla pabhey gl
p\Lung angilly Lade cliges (e
golall cllgw) saay Ll clis)g
Oniodall  caglil - oaall ygall I
il Gl ooy Juajall oLV (0
Gleg aale éljlig pluag ddbla cuta
2Rl diniag all

ABEE Geyall ppasgall &8l
gl 929 Laghe Lig La9) L"A)-"
ila & 15,5 Jaall

oo iy suilly palgll Jlads
by 8egpg Jead caliag @l LI
ol e alady ke all olal
a9adaed . ola¥lg aslaiully Jdally
Ay cuaidl old; e ojanil al
sy alddl pe sdpll ol
e el 908, Jgally il
o Ludly rially  aluasll

lall Jaall dadl L | sla Liaja
ol 54\ add  alilad g
ailsl JSu d...uLmul“s aaagdlg auiall
a9 JoSI Gl dalan plig ,alaly

b B 39yl el Jdo Ao fadae

plhall oo oly diilehlly oSl
Sl dalky dlalllhdl g
S ALYlg s9a9lly .h.uugill
‘o.u‘g ,ol& ,JSS AL ,os-l Ligii

JEEe

Edally ) AL se o il

& L paly
Ll Alghll zun o gload
bl wadll  madll sucdibi
# oGl o clhig ilenll
RAIL L oSl oo ol Jag

O i (9 g 3ygSt g i) kgl 598
) ot ol Jala (3)

BV s A iaiaall Yaaily
a8l dualdg wiylEYlg sliaalllg
GALI e o 3wl Laagsy Lals

ouainall langyg Liga  aB.8lully
Ol JLS plag
slBaa¥ly  Ghgzall S Jusjll

ouaiaall jgiSall 5ol e (gaatiy
Lalaly oo 8938l ailleg o
Allg  ailBeg o gl (e

. gym

Ll all  laas
dotaull
ciliall juaigall jgi€all Gle alll gail
898all ailiey AL we Jus
aglgs AL aie pall JLS (o e
929 ALl ae o pal olawd
Jilt wilids aer B sglgall
oo R aAll e a8y 59K
JLS aang adl daeg coay madadl

- pRidadeg goall

oo adeag Hadl

lplal] )l wiiSe (s
YOAY /Y

JS 11 9 sBa ¥ gl (o (kagand | Listada 9 53k ¥ sLTT US

L gl ‘,i bl g oo

daond | @m.ll s il Labia pd gy il gag S| alaead | wirbia e..\.a.u
ol @.u.n Ol Wigas Cigh! b Sadl o l.\.ll.b Same ol Silued! yl.o
(Sg B 9 SIl (B fladl o8 (4 jaladl
Ol waadl daling A-uq-\-U Bl 9 g\.wg).ll oskiul ddolay (i
O sladyl D 9 Yo\ Y Al e O as aeeld| ‘,a adlgdl ol
el @Lm Y — dadlpall yla ‘2’ s §udiladl iz 9 PRI PSP |
&899 —




Page 30 Saturday 7 April 2012

the niddle east

YooY Oheas V Camal Y dovua

My
—ld

A

il llalus A padf Ol ygd g (6583 i sl Af 1kt g

1 e St slo o ol patly Wkt il

Ly b It 9| yuacr 3 3l ¥l
2lS Slsd 35Sl 9asg Lisylad]

3359 pai 929 JUasdlg HIAYl pl S dands aiends
lommt aony e &Il el alls L

Slins Loy paulilly bl cuBl o oS
Yellg A4l 59 PRy ped JS plblu 5o
Olie

olblw pahiell WAlEI duag (A sly L au it Ly jo3g

(o byl Ll

Y bl AL cYghully JAlall 6305 I 1gage
Isalely gLl 818 (o ughill A 1,51 91 il o

d..\.ll 2.4 dL.A.Il ‘s U'° U.Q)-wl

ol Ly Olaluws ae Gligad! pysT Jaad

LEBANESE CONSULTATIVE
'OMMITTELE

2012 MEETING DATES

PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES
MACQUARIE STREET, SYDNEY

23rd MAY 2012
6.30 P.M. — 8.30 P.M.

1. Wednesday
WARATAH ROOM

20th JUNE 2012
6.30 P.M. — 8.30 P.M.

2. Wednesday
WARATAH ROOM

22nd AUGUST 2012
6.30 P.M. — 8.30 P.M.

3. Wednesday
WARATAH ROOM

24th OCTOBER 2012
6.30 P.M. — 8.30 P.M.

4. Wednesday
WARATAH ROOM
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World News

Geagea says escapes as-
sassination attempt

BEIRUT: Samir Geagea
said Wednesday he had
escaped an assassination
attempt when shots were
fired at his residence and
warned that political assas-
sinations of the last decade
had not ended.

“It appears that the shoot-
ing on Maarab was by a
sniper and that more than
one individual may have
been involved. This time,
I say in all honesty, it was
not a message: they want-
ed to end it all,” the Leba-
nese Forces leader said at
a news conference at his
residence, hours after an
LF statement reporied a
shooting at the complex
in Kesrouan, which also
serves as the party’s head-
quarters.

The LF leader said the op-
eration, which took place
before noon, had required
expertise, claiming the
shots had been fired sev-
eral kilometers from the
target site.

“Someone was monitor-
ing for over 24 hours [the
site] and gave the signal
to carry out the operation.
For this reason | say one of
them was a professional,”
he told reporters.
“Maraab’s security was
not compromised but a
professional is behind the
operation and he pulled it
off from between 4 to 5 ki-
lometers away,” he added.
In its statement earlier in
the day, the LF said securi-
ty at the facility responded
immediately after the shots
were fired at 11:33 am.
and located the site where
the shots had been fired,
citing the discovery of cas-
ings, which Geagea said
indicated the bullets fired
ranged between 12.1 and
14.5 calibers.

Geageas’ allies, including
former Prime Minister Saad
Hariri, denounced the at-
tack.

“The attempted assassina-
tion of Dr. [Geagea], which
comes as part of a long
series of assassinations
targeting leading Lebanese
national figures, is an at-
tempt to eliminate a presti-
gious and significant figure

in Lebanese political life,”
Hariri said, according to a
statement from the Future
Movement leader’s office.
“This terrorist attack that
failed ... imposes great re-
sponsibilities on Lebanese
political and security au-
thorities to follow up the
case, unveil all the circum-
stances surrounding it, and
inform the public of what
truly happened and what is
being planned to threaten
Lebanon and its stability,”
he added.

Hariri, according to the
statement, contacted Gea-
gea and expressed solidar-
ity with his ally and voiced
outrage at the assassina-
tion attempt this morning.
Although Geagea said
he would not accuse any
party in the case, he said
the incident represented a
continuation of the series
of assassinations of poli-
ticians in the country that
began in 2004.

“We are in front of a real
series of crimes. Some
thought that the series of
assassinations ended after
the Doha Accord but this is
not the case,” he said, refer-
ring to a Qatar-sponsored
treaty that ended days of
clashes between support-
ers of the Hezbollah-led
March 8 coalition and Fu-
ture Movement-led March
14 alliance in May 2008.
The March 14 coalition, of
which Geagea is a leading
member, also condemned
the attack on the LF chief.
“The March 14 secretariat
general condemns the at-
tack on the headquarters
of the Lebanese Forces in
Maarab, Kesrouan, which
is also the residence of its
leader Dr. Samir Geagea,”
the statement said.

It called on the govern-
ment to uncover “the cir-
cumstances surrounding
this serious incident that
targeted a great national
figure and a leader in the
March 14 coalition, espe-
cially that this attack comes
as part of the provocative
behavior by symbols that
remain within the sphere
of influence of the Syrian
regime.”

Jumblatt to quit Cabinet if propor-

tional representation approved

PSP leader Walid Jumblatt and his son Taymour (L) during a
memorial ceremony in Abay, east of Beirut, Lebanon, March
21, 2012. (The Daily Star/Maher Zeineddine )

CHOUF, Lebanon: Pro-
gressive Socialist Party
leader Walid Jumblatt
warned that he would pull
his ministers from Cabi-
net were it to approve an
electoral law based on
proportional representa-
tion, a lawmaker in Jum-
blatt’s National Struggle
Front told The Daily Star.
“The bloc will not reverse
its decision,
the pressure, even if this
means a withdrawal from
the government,” the MP
said, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity.
Jumblatt himself reiter-
ated his commitment to
the 1960 election law
in remarks published
Wednesday by Al-Akhbar
newspaper. He said he
would reject a system
of proportional repre-
sentation “unless it is
accompanied by a non-
sectarian Parliament and
a senate.”

Separately, the PSP dis-
missed a report by the
local daily Al-Liwaa sug-
gesting Jumblatt was
upset with Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri.
“This report is baseless,”
the PSP said in a state-
ment.

Jumblatt “has been and
still is keen on the his-
torical relationship with
Speaker Berri,” the state-
ment added.

Al-Liwaa had cited visi-
tors quoting Jumblatt
as criticizing Berri’s call
for a parliamentary ses-

whatever

sion on the performance
of the government. The
report said Jumblatt be-
lieves Berri’s move would
weaken the Cabinet.

In his remarks to al-Akh-
bar, Jumblatt also said
that he hoped his son
Taymour would run for
the 2013 parliamentary
elections, but that chanc-
es of that happening are
slim.

“I'd like for Taymour to
run, so that he might
ease my burden, but he
doesn’t want to now,”
Jumblatt said.

It has long been rumored
that Jumblatt is grooming
his eldest son to follow in
his footsteps. Taymour
has been attending politi-
cal and social ceremonies
on behalf of his father for
the past two years.
Jumblatt has repeat-
edly stated that lack of
experience is what has
kept Taymour from be-
coming a parliamentary
candidate, but this is the
first time he refers to his
son’s expressed position
on running for Lebanon’s
128-seat Parliament.
Jumblatt did not clarify
whether Taymour’s rea-
son for not wanting to
run had to do with a self-
perception that he lacks
experience.

Regarding PSP elections
due to be held in Octo-
ber, Jumblatt said he
hoped a non-Druze figure
would take the helm of
the party.

Hezbollah says no alterna-

tive to Lebanon government

Hezbollah’s deputy leader Sheikh Naim Qassem. (The
Daily StariHasan Shaaban)

BEIRUT: Hezbollah dep-
uty head Naim Qassem
said delays in resolv-
ing key issues in Leba-
non stemmed from the
makeup of the govern-
ment but stressed that
there was no alternative
to the Cabinet, accord-
ing to a statement from
the resistance group
Wednesday.

He also warned Arab
states against med-
dling in Syria’s affairs,
saying that if they did
there would be negative
repercussions in their
home countries.

“I will be honest with
you: The delay to these
social issues is due to
the government and its
nature, but there is no
alternative for Lebanon
in the foreseeable fu-
ture,” Qassem said dur-
ing a speech in Beirut,
according to a state-
ment by Hezbollah.

He said the situation
demanded patience and
“that we put all our ef-
forts into making the
necessary improve-
ments, [so that] all
those who are waich-
ing will see how we are
working hard for reform
and attempting
edies even though the
results might be slow or
late.”

“We are adamant about
[maintaining] stability
in the country,” he said,
adding that the resis-
tance group regarded
“Lebanon’s primary and

rem-

central issue to be that
of protecting it from the
occupation and subser-
vience.”

He also said the Jew-
ish state could not take
advantage of Lebanon’s
maritime resources with
the resistance on guard
against such attempts.
Tackling developments
in the region, Qassem
accused Arab states
of neglecting what was
happening in Palestine.
“The issue of Israel is a
central one and the rea-
son is that the compass
of these [Arab] coun-
tries is being manipu-
lated by America and
Israel so that they turn
away from the heinous
crimes committed by
this entity,” he said.
Turning to events in
Lebanon’s eastern
neighbor, Qassem said
the West and Israel
had been surprised by
how Damascus had re-
mained in control of the
situation in Syria.

“The arrogant and Israe-
li circles were surprised
by Syria’s steadfast-
ness. They set a perma-
nent deadline of weeks,
then months and have
now lifted the ceiling
up to a year in order to
topple the regime and
to end the resistance
equation by striking its
chief pillar in Syria and
scattering its other re-
sources.”

“Syria is steadfast,” he
added.
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RECORD NUMBERS OF NEW GRAD-
UATE NURSES FOR BANKSTOWN

The Bankstown area will
benefit from 48 new grad-
uate nurses at Bankstown
Hospital, 27 more than
last year, in an announce-
ment welcomed today by
Glenn Brookes, Member
for East Hills.

The Minister for Health,
Jillian Skinner has an-
nounced the first of a
record 2,163 new gradu-
ate nurses and midwives
who have been offered
positions in 102 hospitals
across the state this year.
During his visit to Bank-
stown Hospital this morn-
ing, Mr Brookes welcomed
the announcement as a
boost for the local com-
munity and hardworking
local hospital staff.

Mrs Skinner said the in-
crease of more than 500
additional nurses than
last year is further prog-
ress towards the NSW
Government’s  commit-
ment to provide 2,475 ex-
tra nurses over 4 years.
“Our hard working nurses
and midwives are cen-
tral to the strength of our
public health system and
I am pleased to announce
today’s record number of
positions,” Mrs Skinner
said.

“The NSW Government is
committed to boosting our
nursing workforce which
is why we have allocated
2,163 new graduate nurse
positions - 500 more than
last year.

Mrs Skinner said NSW had
more than 44,000 regis-
tered and enrolled nurses,
working in our busy hos-
pitals, community servic-
es and health clinics.
Glenn Brookes added
“Nurses and midwives are

a vital part of the health
system, delivering a high
level of care in a range of
situations which are often
challenging such as pal-
liative and chronic care,
mental health and acute
care,”.

“The new nursing and
midwifery positions will
provide opportunities for
talented young health
professionals to learn and
grow as well as strength-
ening our health system.”
Glenn Brookes welcomed
29 new nurses who start-
ed today at Bankstown
Hospital. Over the com-
ing weeks, Mr. Brookes
will visit the hospital on
twice more to welcome 20
additional new nurses.

On the other hand Mem-
ber for East Hills, Glenn
Brookes is encouraging
parents to visit the NSW
Government’s Go Play
website for some ‘get
physical’ ideas for chil-
dren during the upcoming
Easter break and school
holidays.

“Go Play is an on-line
school holiday calendar
featuring sport, recre-
ational, arts, culture and
other activities for chil-
dren of all ages,” Glenn
Brookes said.

“There are some excel-
lent cost effective ways
for the whole family to get
healthy and active during
the school holiday break.

“The website allows par-
ents to search by age,
activity or cost, which
makes it a one-stop-shop
to explore a range of in-
teresting ways to spend
quality time together dur-
ing the holiday period,”
Mr. Brookes said.

UNDER THE PUMP: Where
the government Is really
spending your petrol taxes

MOTORISTS are being
milked to help the Gov-
ernment get its Budget to
surplus, according to an
analysis of petrol excise
revenue.

Drivers taxed almost 40
cents on a litre of fuel
will get less than nine
cents back in the form of
spending on roads next
financial year, according
to calculations by the na-
tional motorists’ umbrella
group.

The rest of the tax revenue
- worth close to $10 billion
- will go towards helping
the Government reach the
$1.5 billion surplus it has
promised for 2012-13.
The Australian Auto-
mobile Association has
told the Government it is
concerned that funding
for road building and im-
provements will be cut by
38 per cent, or more than
$2.6 billion in the coming
Budget year.

This was based on cal-
culations using the Gov-
ernment’s own forward
spending projections.
“Over a four-year period it
is projected that there will
be a $36 billion shortfall
between the amount of
fuel tax paid by motorists
and investment in land
transport infrastructure,”
the AAA said in its Budget
submission to Treasurer
Wayne Swan.

The AAA calculates the
Government will get $51
billion in fuel excise from
motorists over the next
four years and invest just
$21 billion in land trans-
port

The revenue comes from
the 38.1 cents-per-litre
(cpl) fuel excise which has
been frozen since 2001.
In 2011-12 the excise will
provide 15.9 cpl for road
funding, the AAA has
calculated. But in 2012-
13 that will fall to 8.4 cpl

for roads, and will rise by
only two cents over the
next three years.

“The Federal Government
continues todirect surplus
revenue from motorists
to consolidated revenue
even though transport ex-
penditure is falling,” said
the AAA Budget submis-
sion.

“The AAA is concerned
that the share of fuel ex-
cise being directed to road
funding is projected to fall
from 15.9 cpl in 2011-12
to an average of just 10.9
cpl over the Budget for-
ward estimates.”

The Government is not
obliged to allocate a set
slice from its 38.1 cpl fuel
excise to road and rail
projects, but motoring
groups have consistently
demanded a significant
amount be returned to
road users.

However, the heavy reli-
ance by this and past gov-
ernments on the excise
to bulk up the general
spending pool has meant
that most of the revenue
is used elsewhere, and
drivers paying $1.50 a litre
cannot expect a tax cut.
And much of the road
funding in the coming
financial year will go to-
wards repairing flood
damage, which the NSW
Government has estimat-
ed will cost $500 million
in its state alone.

The AAA said more mon-
ey should go to reducing
road accidents it says cost
the national economy $21
billion a year.

It called on the Govern-
ment to spend more on
fixing “black spot” road
stretches with a bad re-
cord for accidents.

The national road toll
is close to 1400 deaths
a year with more than
30,000 people seriously
injured.

New rail link to swallow 90
houses, businesses

MORE than 90 properties
on the north west rail link
route will be bought and
demolished as the state
government forges ahead
with the city’s biggest
transport project since the
Sydney Harbour Bridge.
Business will be disrupt-
ed and residents will be
subjected to noise, vibra-
tion and traffic during the
five-year works, the scale
of which was revealed
on wednesday when the
first environmental impact
statement was released.
Two-thirds of the $9 billion,
23-kilometre line will be
built underground between
Bella Vista and Epping.
The tunnels will be the
deepest in Australia, dip-
ping to 10 metres below
the surface.

Most of the remainder of
the line will be ground lev-
el with a four-kilometre el-
evated “skytrain” between
Bella Vista and Rouse Hill.
About 60 homes, 30 busi-
nesses and two other
properties will be compul-
sorily acquired to allow for
construction.

At Cherrybrook, 28 homes
will be demolished to make
way for a new station. The
Hills Centre station at Cas-
tle Hill will require 11 busi-
nesses to go, and another
seven properties will be
resumed on Windsor Road
near Kellyville Ridge.

A spokesman for the north
west rail link said the gov-
ernment understood com-
pulsory property acquisi-
tion “can be a difficult time
for many people”.

“At all times, [we have]
been in close communica-
tion with people affected
by the project and offered
assistance to make the
process as straightforward
as possible,” the spokes-
man said.

The Hornsby Shire mayor,
Nick Berman, said some
homeowners were con-
cerned at moves to buy
them out, but most people
understood the “big pic-
ture” benefits.

“There is always going
to be some people who
wouldn’t have planned to
move out, and no amount

of money will totally satis-
fy them, but I think it will be
the minority,”” he said.
Tunnelling will take place
24 hours a day, seven days
a week. Above-ground
construction work, includ-
ing eight new stations, will
mostly be during daylight
hours, Monday to mid-Sat-
urday. Residents and insti-
tutions along the line from
Epping to Rouse Hill will
be affected by construc-
tion, including the Hillsong
Church at Baulkham Hills,
Beecroft Primary School
and the Koala Park Sanctu-
ary at West Pennant Hills.
Measures such as noise

barriers and acoustic
sheds will be used to mini-
mise noise.

About 2.4 million cubic
metres of earth will be ex-
cavated during the project,
creating truck movements
and additional noise.

The project will require
small areas of endangered
ecological communities
to be removed, including
Cumberland Plain Wood-
land and potential habitat
for six listed species of
flora and nine listed fauna
species.

Businesses in the Horn-
sby Shire, Hills Shire and
Blacktown City will be af-
fected by reduced access
and visibility, noise and
vibration, but will benefit
from increased trade and
other income flowing from
construction.

The project is expected to
support more than 16,200
construction jobs and in-
ject $25 billion into the

NSW economy.
The link will provide
300,000 residents in

north-western Sydney with
rail access to destinations
such as Epping, North Syd-
ney and the Sydney central
business district.

The environmental impact
statement will be on dis-
play until May 21.

A second statement includ-
ing the design of stations,
other rail infrastructure
and signalling systems will
be released later this year.

Tunnelling is expected to
start in 2014, and trains
are due to run by 2019.
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The Federal Opposition says it’s obvious there’s a case to be made against Labor
MP Craig Thomson over allegations of misconduct while head of the Health Services
Union. Picture: News Limited. Source: The Daily Telegraph

TONY Abbott wants po-
lice armed with search
warrants to raid Fair Work
Australia if it won’t use its
1100-page report on the
Health Services Union to
launch criminal prosecu-
tions.

The police would then be
able to use the contents of
the report for a brief of ev-
idence leading to the lay-
ing of criminal charges.
The Opposition Leader

said that “effectively”
it was known the report
contains “corruption

charges” involving former
HSU secretary and Labor
MP Craig Thomson.

Mr Abbott based that on
the ACTU’s decision on
thursday to suspend the
membership Health Ser-
vices Union as a state-
ment of “zero tolerance
for corruption”.

He said Fair Work Austra-
lia should now draw up a
brief of evidence for the
prosecution of Mr Thom-
son.

If it didn’t: “the state po-
lice would be justified in
seeking the evidence that
Fair Work Australia clear-
ly has, and in using the
evidence that Fair Work
Australia clearly has to
prepare their own briefs
of evidence that can then
go to the state directors of
public prosecution”.

But Mr Abbott doesn’t
know what’s in the report
into HSU finances which
was sent to the Common-
wealth Director of Public
Prosecutions on wednes-
day, but has not yet been

made public.

Yesterday, the DPP said
it was not able to use
the findings to launch a
criminal prosecution, es-
sentially saying they were
lawyers not investigators.
The FWA, which took
more than three years to
produce the report, has
said it was not its job
to examine criminal law
breaches.

But Mr Abbott said today:
“Plainly the Fair Work
Australia  investigation,
the Fair Work Australia re-
port, has given Fair Work
Australia grounds for
suspicion that a criminal
offence has occurred.
“Otherwise the report
would not have been giv-
en to the DPP.

“So Fair Work Australia
clearly thinks criminal of-
fences may have been
committed. Fair Work
Australia clearly has the
evidence in its posses-
sion.”

Mr Abbott called on Prime
Minister Julia Gillard to
do her own expulsion by
ejecting Mr Thomson from
the Government benches.
“If the ACTU is no longer
prepared to rely on the
Health Services Union af-
filiation fees, the Prime
Minister should no lon-
ger rely on the vote of the
Health Services member
in the Parliament,” Mr Ab-
bott said.

“This is a question of the
Prime Minister’s integrity.
What the Prime Minister
should urgently do..is
first ensure the Fair Work

Australia report is made
public, and second, en-
sure the guilty parties in
this monumental misuse
of union members’ money
are identified, prosecuted
and are punished.

The FWA tonight said it
would release its report
to Parliament some time
over the next six weeks.

It first wants to determine
what parts of the report it
wants to use in civil ac-
tions in the Federal Court.
Mr Abbott’s dramatic call
for a raid follows a failed
“rambling” and emotional
last-minute appeal by HSU
executive president Kathy
Jackson to stop the ACTU
going ahead with the ex-
pelling her union.

The move by the ma-
jor trade union umbrella
group at a Melbourne
meeting was not a public-
ity stunt, said ACTU sec-
retary Jeff Lawrence.

The suspension motion
was passed overwhelm-
ingly but there was sym-
pathy for Health Service
Union officials who had
cleaned up their branch-
es.

Acting national secretary
Chris Brown gave what
one union leader called an
intelligent and strong de-
fence of the well-managed
branches, while another
source said Ms Jackson -
who had called in investi-
gators into the union - had
been “rambling”.

The decision was made
after Fair Work Australia
revealed it had uncovered
181 rule breaches related

to the union’s finances
and amid speculation that
a separate inquiry had un-
covered misuse of funds.
Mr Lawrence said inves-
tigations of HSU finances

should be completed and
the ACTU made no allega-
tion of guilt by any indi-
vidual.

He told reporters no
members of the HSU

Tony Abbott calls on police to raid Fair Work Australia offices

would be disadvantaged
by the decision and the
union could return “when
the HSU as a whole had
demonstrated it had ad-
dressed these issues”

ACTU suspends troubled

THE Health Services
Union has been suspend-
ed from the ACTU, after a
vote of the union body’s
executive in Melbourne
on thursday.

President Ged Kearney
said the decision -- which
was not unanimous --
would send a clear mes-
sage to the HSU’s nation-
al managers that it had
to come up with a better
plan to deal with its seri-
ous governance issues.
She said the ACTU was
acting in the best interest
of members of the union,
and its officials because it
would force them to clean
up the situation.

“It is essential that no
HSU member should be
disadvantaged as a re-
sult of this decision,” she
said.

“The Australian union
movement has zero tol-
erance for corruption or
the misuse of members’
funds for maladministra-
tion of union affairs,” Ms
Kearney said.

The HSU, the small unions
grouping, and Unions
Tasmania voted against
suspending the HSU.
“This is not a publicity
stunt,” said ACTU secre-
tary Jeff Lawrence, in re-
sponse to reported state-
ments from HSU national
secretary Kathy Jackson.
“It is very important for
the ACTU on behalf of
Australia unions to make
a clear statement.”
“Every day officials of
unions, who are not fabu-
lously well paid, are out
there doing a blood hard
job, and it is very impor-
tant the ACTU makes a
clear statement.”

He said the drama sur-

rounding Craig Thomson
and the HSU had not dam-
aged the brand of unions
more generally in Austra-
lia.

The HSU, which repre-
sents 11,000 aged care
and health sector work-
ers, has been the subject
of two Fair Work Australia

health union

investigations into work-
place law breaches and fi-
nancial mismanagement.
It is also facing police
probes in NSW and Victo-
ria and an independent in-
vestigation, instigated by
concerned HSU officials,
by former anti-corruption
boss lan Temby QC.

Toll sparks review of
cabby belt exemption

THE state government
has ordered a review of
a 40-year-old law that ex-
empts taxi drivers from
wearing seatbelts, amid
data showing the industry
is drastically over repre-
sented in unrestrained
driver deaths.

The review coincides with
the death last Friday of
a taxi driver in a two-car
collision at Chippendale.
The cause of death, or
whether the driver was
wearing a seatbelt, is not
known.

NSW is the only state in
which taxi drivers are ful-
ly exempt from wearing
seatbelts. A survey in the
early 1990s found as few
as 10 per cent of taxi driv-
ers wore them.

The taxi industry has
strenuously defended the
controversial exemption,
which was introduced
in 1971, claiming that
seatbelts can be used
to choke drivers or may
hinder them during an at-
tack.

A spokeswoman for the
Roads Minister, Duncan
Gay, said the review was
prompted after concerns
were raised by the state’s
Road Safety Advisory

Council. Consultation with
the taxi industry, police,
WorkCover and unions
will begin this month.
Four of the seven NSW
taxi drivers killed in road
crashes between 2000
and 2010, were not re-
strained, compared with
15 per cent for regular
driver deaths.

Studies have showed taxi
drivers are more than
twice as likely to be se-
verely injured in a crash
as other car drivers.

The chairman of road
safety at the University
of NSW, Raphael Grzebi-
eta, described the rule as
“macho” and an attempt
by taxi drivers to feel
“privileged”.

“It’s almost a feeling that
they are special [because]
they don’t have to wear a
seatbelt,” he said.

The chief executive of the
NSW Taxi Council, Peter
Ramshaw, said the coun-
cil encouraged drivers to
wear seatbelts “unless
they’ve got a reason not
to”.

A long-time critic of the
exemption, the Pedestrian
Council’s Harold Scruby,
said it threatened drivers
and their passengers.
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