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Tel:

e Be reliable

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control
(Events)

e RSA certificate

ddsg dlea IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we’re always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must:

e Hold a first Aid certificate
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
No recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au

IPS Hlas
& Security
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Postal Address: 3 Baker St
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NMobile: 0414 369 848
Factory: 02 9681 7188
Facsimile: 02 9681 6027
Email: charlesmaloufQoptusnet.com.au
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We have a wide range of italian and australian shoe
|asts,suitable for any kind of footwear and boots .Some
available with italian insoles and leather soles,also we have
four sets of cowboy boots lasts,all come with insoles and
sole knives. Variety of good leather .Leather sewing ma-
chine. Variety of sewing machines, italian finishing ma-
chine. Patch Singer machine.

The lasts will be sold in sets with knives.Steel and timber

shelving.

No reasonable offer will be refused.
Hurry and make an offer
We also have four blocks of italian natural cork,plus mixed

cork.

201 PARRAMATTA ROAD FIVE DOCKS,NSW2046
Tel: 97471766  Fax:97452494
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1. There is a Governor in
each of the states

1)  Yes, except in
Queensland and Western
Australia

2) Each state has two
Governors

3) Yes, it is correct

4) No, there is only one
Queen’s  representative
and that is the Governor-
General.

2. Local governments are
responsible for

1) street signs, rubbish
collection, building
permits, animal control

2) bridges, police,
employment, drains

3) animal control, rubbish
collection, schools, road
traffic control

4) road traffic control,
air safety, caravan parks,
bridges

3. The Capital of
Queensland is

1) Brishane

2) Melbourne

3) Adelaide

4) Perth

4. Anzac Day is named
after

1) the Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps

2) the Australian and New
Zealand Army Corpse

3) the leader of the First
Fleet, Captain Anzac

4) the Australian and
New  Zealand  Army
Corporation

5. Who signs all Bills
passed by the Australian

Parliament, thereby
granting Royal Assent?
1) Queen
2) King
3) Governor-General
4) Prime Minister of
Australia
dngua Ol

Correct answers:

| Question1:3
Il Question 2 : 1
[11 Question 3: 1
IV Question 4 : 1
V Question 5: 3
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Currencies Level
AUDUSD 10391
AUDEUR 0.7873
AUDGBP 0.6567
AUDJPY 85.74
AUDNZD 12819

#- %
-0.0063 0.60%
-0.0038 0.48%
0.0018 0.27%

142 -1.63%

0.0003 0.02%
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OFFER FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

BONUS

NOKIA

BLUETOOTH HEADSET
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$49 OR ABOVE OPTUS OR VIRGIN MOBILE PLAN

@ ladd a0 4o i
a3 e Telechoice

gl g dua pilf 0D il
") B ol gyl
YooY I3

TeleChoice Merrylands
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- ILIH jJ - d Loyl FOR MORE LOCATIONS CALL ARNCLIFFE, AUBURN, BANKSTOWN, BURWOOD,

@ (02) 9642 8995 CAMPBELLTOWN, CROYDON PARK, GRANVILLE,
— GREENACRE, HARRIS PARK, KOGARAH, LAKEMBA,

MERRYLANDS, PARRAMATTA, ROCKDALE

Nazih: 0402 254 834 _PH: 9892 4001
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INDIAN FAMOUS ASTROLOGY CENTRE
PANDIT SHIVA KRISHNA GURUJI
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THE CLEARANCE HOUSE
248 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong VIC 3175 (near Westpac Bank)
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HBHOME

380 Lt

Refrigerator
Primera Series

NOW
$650

° Stalnless Steel Look refrigerator

e Multi Flow Cooling System

¢ Full No-Frost System

¢ Reversible doors

¢ Quick Freezer Compartment

e |nterior Light in both Fridge & Freezer

¢ Freezer Door Racks

° Eum|d|ty Controlled Vegetable Crisper
ins

e Twist Ice Trays and Storage Bin

e Nett Total Volume 380It

Square basin and wall mixers

NOW $85 EA

o With square wide lever handle.

¢ Solid brass construction with
chrome finish.

¢ Australian Standard, 4 star
water rating (6.9L/min).

o WELS approved.

¢ (Comes with 5 years
manufacturer’s warranty on
cartridge.

Calida Privacy Set
Complete
12 years warranty

RRP $73.00
NOW $48

SN

-l g

YO YT YE el VY Ana

“Building or Renovating

HB are people to see”
At il | HL:%&AM W)=

l Frameless
Shower
Screen
NOW
$450

* 900mm X 900mm x 1950mm

¢ 10mm thick tempered glass
(toughen glass)

¢ |ncludes hinges, brackets,
‘L’ handle, and 2 x corner
shelves.

e Complies with Australian
standard

¢ 12 months warranty

Solid Doors
RRP $480 NOW $210

Double Loaded 60 x 60
Porcelain Floor Tiles

FROM $14

Shadow Line Vanity
j 750mm

NOW
$240

e Finger Pull with
polyurethane cabinet
and ceramic top.

e Dimensions: 750mm
X 460mm x 540mm

Lex Toilet Suit

NOW
$250

e Available S or P Trap

e Soft Close Seat

e Back To Wall

e 4 5 Litre- 3 Litre Dual Flush
e 4 Star

Multi—furnction Shower Unit
S

,’ WAS-5490

NOW $290

¢ Square or Round

¢ Solid Brass Rail

¢ Australian Standard, 3 star
water rating

Laminate Timber
Flooring

NOW FROM $13

law ga?’gi.j QIS HUL I gt

A 19 b e A gubon) @S lie Ly lod 9 sl.i.g g licxile S

Gally 19 3 yloxild 19381 yo k1 1959)
546-556 WWoodville Rd, Guildford NSW 2161
Phone:: 02 8724 5900 Fax:: 02 8724 5911

Website:: www.hbhome.com.au Email:: sales@hbhome.com.au
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- Electrical Contracting

Melbourne

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy
change! IPS g.h-’
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (a8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *

@il Al il <wls
il 3| oy il

Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . o & o 00 . N - o
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)ﬁ'!"‘ d.\ﬂﬁ‘ eu\.ﬁ-i ﬁ_‘."‘) Lﬁ9 u.ﬂS
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of Tl
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be XTI 0‘
suitable to join our team you must: - e

e Hold a first Aid certificate &.‘.“? A*M

leelgil e culoadndl
i Al o OlelS Liyd muad a3l
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence . “t v . . oo
o (Slz > A RPRVA] salaisY|
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty “M-‘-‘ Uﬂ U.&‘.“‘

e Speak fluent English ‘Jk‘ij o w' J:)m"Q QLM}“ J\s% @:Q).gs.ll

e Have excellent presentation MY‘M"H‘ e o id o - 2 w - - .
| - P &S .alelall 2 Juwa .. da i el
e Bereliable hﬂiﬂ z“w‘ A - .
We have the following security positions available; J .

Crowd Control JM'

* -

(Events) dwdlie

e RSA certificate

e Available 7 days/nights a}“d‘ “@ KGW *i/*i M

Static positions sksksk
Patrol positions

We have full time, part time and casual positions

“wer &

available. A9 o N

Previous Applicants need not apply 994 0%
No recruitment companies a %A

Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S "d'"'" ‘.?e a3

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jalad! ‘,?’ )

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961
Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
www.totospizzahouse.com 101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053

el =
“.jjj ryry w |
L

- b o
Lt et B (ST

Bl Saleaiadl! Sl e daktall Salgdall i 33lodly
3 gdasss = fhalien o Liauls - [Hias
Pizza — Pasta — Steak — Seafood
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BLUESTAR

logistics

Gl s i

Gl g gy gy

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE

BRISBANE:

2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
Tek (03] 9308 0880 - Fax:{02) 9308 0506

ADELAIDE:

PERTH:

101 Beealedh Rd
Acaci Ridge, (O 4108
Tel: (07} 3344 1400

Farc (7] 3344 7500

(i Gearpe Strest
Green Fells, 54 7107
Tek: (0B} 8287 G862

Farc 08} 8357 0044

08 NicDowedl Sireet
Websipeal Wa 6106
Tel: (08) 2451 4766
Fi {08) 3431 &744

Email; blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.com.au

‘,.ma (113 4z 9) 35kt 313l pidont| dusssia

gy CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
"'} ¥ Registered Migration Agent
*:} MARN; 1174229
Y g FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
¢\ CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
_ ) Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal experts can assist
with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

Qg Qfalealtly duglamdlg 7 19 )1 ul po R pgad
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage

Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@ yf ks Jhaidh
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almaza Beer

One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon 1

now In Australia

[ —
To stock in your restaurant
call Classica PL on
03 9383 5222
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JUDGES' MOSQUE VISIT
RECOGNISED BY PARLIAMENT

Labor MLC Shaoquett Moselmane yesterday
met with the Chief Justice of the NSW Supreme
Court, The Honourable Tom Bathurst QC, and
personally thanked him for his bridge-building
visit to Auburn Gallipoli Mosque in February this
year.

The visit marked the commencement of the legal
year.

Mr Moselmane presented Justice Bathurst with
a copy of the motion he moved on March 14 in
Parliament thanking him and his colleagues for
their inclusive gesture towards people of Islamic
faith.

"This initiative was a fantastic way to foster a
relationship of cooperation and understanding
between the Australian Islamic community and
the judiciary," Mr Moselmane said.

"It sends a message to all Australians of the
Islamic faith that the legal system in NSW remains
impartial and understanding of communities and
faiths."

Chief Justice Bathurst was joined on his visit by
16 members of the State judiciary, and two federal
Court judges, the NSW Law Society President
Justin Dowd, Auburn MP Barbara Perry, and the
State Attorney-General Greg Smith.

The visit on February 9 was a joint initiative of
the Chief Justice of NSW, Tom Bathurst, the Law
Society of New South Wales and the Muslim
Legal Network.
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World News

Parliament trims prison year,
OKs transport allowance

Lebanon>s Parliament convenes in Beirut, Lebanon, on Thursday

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s Par-
liament passed a draft
law Wednesday that
shortens the annual
prison calendar from 12
months to nine and an-
other law authorizing the
Cabinet to set a trans-
portation allowance for
employees.

The law to shorten the
prison calendar and by
extension commute the
sentences of most in-
mates, part of the gov-
ernment’s reform plan
to improve prison condi-
tions, excludes inmates
sentenced to death or
life in prison, as well as
repeat offenders.
Lawmakers from the Ka-
taeb bloc and the Demo-
cratic Gathering headed
by MP Marwan Hamadeh
opposed the law.

Prior to its approval, in-
mates at Beirut’s largest
prison, Roumieh, briefly
protested in a bid to
pressure lawmakers to
pass the law.

The 128-member Parlia-
ment also passed a long-
awaited draft law on the
transportation allowance
prepared by both Future
Movement MP Nabil de
Freij and Free Patriotic
Movement MP Ibrahim
Kanaan.

De Freij had expressed
hope earlier Wednesday
that Parliament would
pass the draft law, add-
ing that he has reached
an agreement with Ka-
naan on the proposal.

“[1 hope] that the formula
for the transportation
allowance will be Ilucky

today and win approval
by Parliament and that it
does not take a political
turn,” de Freij told Voice
of Lebanon Radio Sta-
tion.

“We have reached an
agreement with Ibrahim
Kanaan regarding the
draft law and it has been
handed to Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri and
we hope it will be dis-
cussed today,” de Freij
added.

Both Kanaan, a Free Pa-
triotic Movement MP,
and de Freij had forward-
ed two urgent draft laws
allowing the government
to set transportation fees
for employees last month
after then-Labor Minister
Charbel Nahhas refused
to sign a decree allowing
the government to set
the transportation allow-
ance, arguing that Parlia-
ment had to first pass a
draft law.

Nahhas later resigned
over the matter and act-
ing Labor Minister Nico-
las Fattoush signed the
decree.

During last week’s par-
liamentary session, law-
makers could not agree
on either proposal,
prompting Berri to task
Labor Minister Salim Jre-
issati along with de Freij
and Kanaan with merging
the two draft laws in time
for endorsement during
this week’s session.
Under the current law,
the transportation allow-
ance is not calculated
under the end-of-year
service indemnity.

French police lay siege to
shooter’s residence

TOULOUSE, France: Riot
police started an assault on
an apartment building late
Wednesday, laying siege to
a gunman who boasted of
bringing France “to its knees”
by carrying out an Al-Qaeda-
linked terror spree that killed
seven people.

Hundreds of heavily armed
police, some in body armor,
surrounded the five-story
building in Toulouse where
the 24-year-old suspect,
Mohamed Merah, had been
holed up since the pre-dawn
hours.

“I confirm that the assault has
started,” a police source told
Reuters. The deputy mayor of
Toulouse Jean-Pierre Havrin
confirmed that negotiations
had ended and the assault
had begun.

As midnight approached,
three explosions were heard
and orange flashes lit up the
night sky near the building.
Authorities said the shooter,
a French citizen of Algerian
descent, had been to Afghan-
istan and Pakistan, where
he claimed to have received
training from Al-Qaeda.

They said he told negotiators
he killed a rabbi and three
young children at a Jewish
school on Monday and three
French paratroopers last
week to avenge the deaths
of Palestinian children and to
protest the French army’s in-
volvement in Afghanistan, as
well as a government ban last
year on face-covering Islamic
veils.

“He has no regrets, except
not having more time to Kill
more people and he boasts
that he has brought France to
its knees,” Paris Prosecutor
Francois Molins told a news
conference.

The standoff began when a
police attempt at around 3
a.m. to detain Merah erupted
into a firefight. Three police
were wounded, triggering on-
and-off negotiations with the
suspect that lasted into the
night.

As darkness fell, police cut
electricity and gas to the
building, then quietly closed
in to wait out the suspect.
Authorities were “count-
ing on his great fatigue and
weakening,” said Didier Mar-
tinez of the SGP police union,

adding the siege could go on
for hours. Street lights were
also cut, making Merah more
visible to officers with night
vision goggles.

Merah espoused a radical
brand of Islam and had been
to the Afghanistan-Pakistan
region twice and to the Paki-
stani militant stronghold of
Waziristan for training, Molins
said. He said the suspect had
plans to kill another soldier,
prompting the police raid.
The gunman’s brother and
mother were detained early in
the day. Molins said the 29-
year-old brother, Abdelkad-
er, had been implicated in a
2007 network that sent mili-
tant fighters to Iraq, but was
never charged.

French President Nicolas
Sarkozy, who has played up
nationalist themes in his bid
for a second term, vowed to
defend France. “Terrorism
will not be able to fracture
our national community,”
Sarkozy declared Wednes-
day.

Sarkozy’s office said Presi-
dent Barack Obama called
him Wednesday to express
condolences to the families
of the victims and praise
French police for tracking
down the suspect. The state-
ment said France and the
United States are “more de-
termined than ever to fight
terrorist barbarity together.”
An Interior Ministry official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, said Merah had
been under surveillance for
years for having “fundamen-
talist” Islamic views.

During the standoff, police
evacuated the five-story
building, escorting residents
out using the roof and fire
truck ladders. The suspect’s
apartment was on the ground
floor of the postwar building,
locals said.

Those slain at the Jewish
school, all of French-Israeli
nationality, were buried in
Israel on Wednesday as rela-
tives sobbed inconsolably.
Palestinian Premier Salam
Fayyad denounced killings at
the Jewish school and con-
demned the link to Palestin-
ians. “It’s time for criminals
to stop using the Palestinian
cause to justify their terrorist
actions,” he said.

Diaspora helps boost ag-

gregate demand in Lebanon

Byblos Bank head-
quarters is seen in Bei-
rut, Lebanon, Tuesday,
June 28, 2011. (Mah-
moud Kheir/The Daily
Star)

BEIRUT: Foreign finan-
cial inflows to Lebanon
have fueled an increase
in aggregate demand in
the country, the World
Bank has said.

It added that these in-
flows are related to
regional oil wealth, to
the attractiveness of
the country’s real es-
tate and banking sec-
tors as safe heavens
in times of crisis, and
to the large Lebanese
diaspora, as reported
by Lebanon This Week,
the economic publica-
tion of the Byblos Bank
Group.

The World Bank said
that foreign capital in-
flows have fueled an
increase in consump-
tion, which averaged
100 percent of GDP
between 19971 and
2009, and provided re-
sources for investment
in both physical and
human capital equiva-
lent to 24.7 percent of
GDP on average in the
1997-2009 period.

The World Bank said
foreign financial in-
flows to Lebanon de-
pend on key external
and domestic factors.
It said that oil prices
constitute a key direct
and external determi-
nant of foreign inflows,
as a 1 percent increase
in oil prices led on av-
erage to a 0.32 percent
increase in bank de-
posits over the 1974-
2010 period.

It added that the ac-
cumulation of foreign
currency reserves con-
stitutes a key indirect
domestic determinant
of foreign inflows, as
a 1 percent increase

in reserves in a year
would lead to a 0.54
percent increase in de-
posits in the following
year.

It noted that the spread
between domestic
creditor rates and in-
ternational interest
rates, lagged dollariza-
tion, and the exchange
rate regime, also con-
tribute to the level of
capital inflows to Leb-
anon.

Further, the World
Bank noted that for-
eign inflows helped
improve the efficiency
of the banking sector
in all aspects related to
processes, practices,
and regulations.

It noted that the stabili-
zation of the exchange
rate and the accu-
mulation of reserves
are among the policy
choices that helped se-
cure financial inflows
into the banking sec-
tor and were, in turn,
reinforced by these in-
flows.

The World Bank also
identified the role of
banking intermedia-
tion as one of the ma-
jor channels through
which foreign inflows
affect short-term eco-
nomic fluctuations.

It noted that a $1 mil-
lion change in lend-
ing led to a change
in short-term GDP by
$1.3 million over the
1988-2009 period.

In parallel, the World
Bank pointed out that
foreign inflows had
at least one nega-
tive ramification. The
World Bank said that
the availability of for-
eign inflows helped fi-
nance the large fiscal
and current account
deficits, thereby en-
couraging authorities
to delay important
structural reforms.
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Parliament passes sentence reduction law

BEIRUT: Parliament
passed Wednesday a
long-awaited draft law to
reduce prison sentences
and another one allowing
the government to set the
transportation allowance,
which was at the center
of a conflict that led to the
resignation of the labor
minister.

The two draft laws were
passed with relative ease
during the session’s first
10 minutes.

According to the law, a
prison year will be nine
months. Inmates sen-
tenced to life in prison or
to death, along with those
convicted of repeating the
same crime, will not ben-
efit from the law.

As for inmates sentenced
to less than one year, each
month will be counted as
20 days.

As MPs discussed the
draft legislation, inmates
of the country’s largest
prison in Roumieh staged
riots to press for its en-
dorsement and families
of prisoners gathered at
Riad al-Solh Square near
Parliament to push for its
passage.

The Kataeb (Phalange)
parliamentary bloc, Fu-
ture Movement MPs and
lawmakers from Walid
Jumblatt’'s  Democratic
Gathering opposed the
law.

MPs also endorsed a law
that allows the Cabinet
to set a transportation al-
lowance for employees,
merging two draft laws
by Future Movement MP
Nabil de Freij and MP Ibra-
him Kanaan, from Michel
Aoun’s Change and Re-
form parliamentary bloc.
Kanaan and de Freij for-
warded the urgent draft
laws to Parliament last
month after then-Labor
Minister Charbel Nahhas
refused to sign a decree
allowing the government
to set the transportation
allowance, arguing the
Parliament had to first
pass a draft law.Nahhas

resigned later in February
over the matter.

Kanaan expressed his
reservations because the
law doesn’t stipulate that
the allowance be calcu-
lated as part of the end-
of-service indemnity, as
mentioned in his original
draft law.

The legislature also en-
acted a law to provide free
books for public school
students up to grade 9,
who will no longer be sad-
dled with an annual cost
of LL200,000-300,000.
An urgent draft law to in-
stall underground electric
lines in Metn was the sub-
ject of a lengthy discus-
sion by MPs. The draft
law, proposed by 10 MPs
from March 14, proposes
using underground lines
instead of the govern-
ment plan to install high
tension lines, which has
angered residents of the
area.

Energy Minister Gibran
Bassil defended the plan,
saying that reports by
the World Health Organi-
zation and other bodies
have failed to prove that
health risks are involved.
But most March 14 MPs
were unconvinced, as
Beirut MP Ammar Houri
asked: Who would be
held responsible in the
future if residents of the
area developed cancer?
Berri postponed the dis-
cussion for MPs to “calm
down.”

Another debate broke out
as MPs tackled the en-
dorsement of funding $1.9
billion in infrastructure
projects for 2007 to 2013.
The original law covering
the works was passed in
1993, with 2003 as the
scheduled completion
date.

Sidon MP Fouad Siniora
called for an additional
$100 million to continue
works on stretches of
highway between Beirut
and the Syrian border
in the north, prompting
other MPs to make simi-

lar demands for highway
projects in their districts.
Baabda MP Ali Ammar
urged MPs not to open
a “bazaar” for additional
demands.

Mikati said that $1.1 billion
had already been spent
out of the $1.9 billion.
“There was delay because
the Council of Develop-
ment and Reconstruction
is looking for foreign rath-
er than treasury funds,”
he said, calling for enact-
ing the law with the alloca-

tion of the additional $100
million for the North Leb-
anon highway. Parliament
passed the draft law with
Mikati’s amendments and
for a period of 10 rather
than seven years.
Separately, lawmakers
amended a draft law by
moving Alphabet Day
from March 8 to March 11.
The original government
plan angered women’s
groups, since March 8 is
International  Women’s
Day.

Mikati objects to leasing
electricity-generating barges

BEIRUT. Prime Minister

Najib Mikati voiced his
concern Wednesday over
the Energy Ministry’s pro-
posal to lease electricity-
generating barges, saying
that such a matter cannot
be resolved via political
channels.

“I object to the proposal
of  electricity-generating
barges because many de-
ficiencies have obstructed
the path [of leasing the
ships],” Mikati said on his
Facebook page.

Leasing the barges has
been under study by a min-
isterial committee headed
by Mikati and including
Energy and Water Minis-
ter Gebran Bassil who has
been pressuring the Cabi-
net to approve the pro-
posal in a bid to partially
resolve the country’s elec-
tricity problem.

The committee is tasked
with looking into the coun-
try’s electricity sector.
Bassil’s proposal is one of

several options Lebanon is
considering to boost elec-
tricity production which
currently stands at below
1,500 MW per day while
demand exceeds 2,400
Mw.

Mikati also said that there
will be “no political deal”
over such an issue, which
equires “transparency and
credibility.”

He also said that the pro-
posal should be carefully
studied given that it would
cost the treasury more
than a billion dollars in five
years.

“The cost of leasing the
ships costs $450 million
and the price of fuel is no
less than $550 million,” he
added.

In  comments published
Wednesday, Mikati told An-
Nahar that he was not con-
vinced that the proposal
would guarantee sufficient
electricity.

The issue, however, is be-
coming political as head
of the Change and Re-
form bloc MP Michel Aoun
warned Tuesday that “pa-
tience has limits,” adding
that when the time is right,
he would comment on the
matter.

Several reports have in-
dicated that Mikati would
reject leasing electricity-
generating ships given his
view that their high cost
outweighs the benefit.

30-kg bomb found near Fatah

official’s home in Ain al-Hilweh

Members of the Fatah-dominated Palestinian Armed Strug-
gle showing the bomb and the cellphone detonator that were
found at the refugee camp of Ain al-Hilweh on Wednesday,
March 21, 2012. (Mohammed Zaataril The Daily Star).

A bomb estimated to contain 30 kilograms of TNT, was
found near the home of a Fatah official in the Palestinian
refugee camp of Ain al-Hilweh on Wednesday, March 21,
2012. (The Daily StariMohammed Zaatari)

SIDON, Lebanon: A bomb
estimated to contain 30 ki-
lograms of TNT and set to
blow up by remote control,
was found Wednesday near
the home of a Fatah official
in the Palestinian refugee
camp of Ain al-Hilweh.

Head of the Fatah-dominated
Palestinian Armed Struggle
in Ain al-Hilweh Brig. Gen.
Mahmoud Issa, better known
as Lino, told The Daily Star
that bomb was discovered at
6:30 am. near his home in
the camp on the outskirts of
the southern city of Sidon.
Col. Qotaiba, commander
of the Palestinian Armed
Struggle in Sidon, said three
mortar shells were found in-
side the bomb that was con-
cealed in a paint bucket.
Qotaiba, who also is an ex-
plosives expert, said he

safely defused the explosive
device.

He said the bomb, which was
set to explode at 2:00 p.m.,
was attached to two cell-
phone detonators.

“The planned explosion was
aimed at causing heavy dam-
age given the timing which
coincides with the end of the
school day,” Qotaiba told
The Daily Star.

He pointed to the presence
of several schools in ad-
dition to a daycare facility
and a motherhood center in
the vicinity of Lino’s house
where the bomb had been
planted.

This is not the first attempt
on the Fatah official’s life.
Amer Fustoq, Lino’s body-
guard, was shot and killed
in Ain al-Hilweh’s vegetable
market in Dec. 2011.
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World unites on Annan Syria plan

The resolution was unanimously passed by the 15-member council.

AMMAN: The United Na-
tions Security Council, in-
cluding Russia and China,
threw its weight Wednes-
day behind efforts by Kofi
Annan to end the bloody
conflict in Syria, providing
a rare moment of global
unity in the face of the
yearlong crisis.

In a statement approved
by all its 15 members, the
council threatened Syria
with unspecified “further
steps” if it failed to com-
ply with Annan’s peace
plan, which calls for a
cease-fire and demands
swift access for aid agen-
cies.

Although the original
statement was diluted at
Russia’s demand, editing
out any specific ultima-
tums, the fact that all world
powers signed up to the
proposal dealt a serious
blow to President Bashar
Assad as he battles a pop-
ular uprising.

“To President Assad and
his regime we say, along
with the rest of the inter-
national community: Take
this path, commit to it, or
face increasing pressure
and isolation,” U.S. Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clin-
ton said in Washington.
Adding to the pressure,
European Union govern-
ments are set to impose
sanctions against Assad’s
wife Asma Friday, EU dip-
lomats said, meaning that
she will no longer be able
to travel to the EU or buy
from EU-based shops in
her own name.

The sanctions, which still
need formal approval from
ministers, come after the
British-born former invest-
ment banker became the
focus of media attention
when a trove of emails ob-
tained by Britain’s Guard-
ian newspaper appeared
to show her spending tens
of thousands of dollars on
Internet shopping sprees
while Syria descended
into bloodletting.

The U.S. and Britain also
accused Iran of shipping
weapons to Syria, say-
ing they are being used
by the Syrian government
against its own people.
U.S., British and French
diplomats at a U.N. Secu-
rity Council briefing on the
reported sanctions viola-
tions by Tehran voiced
alarm over reports from
governments that Iran
has been violating U.N.
sanctions and is illegally
supplying weapons to As-
sad’s government for its
bloody yearlong crack-
down on pro-democracy
protesters.

“We are alarmed that a
majority of the violations ...
involved illicit transfers of
arms and related material
from Iran to Syria, where
the Assad regime is using
them to violently repress
the Syrian people,” U.S.
Deputy Ambassador to the
United Nations, Rosemary
DiCarlo, told the council.
Iran and Syria have denied
charges of arms trade.

At least 8,000 people have
died in the revolt, accord-

ing to U.N. figures.
Violence has intensified in
recent weeks as pro-gov-
ernment forces bombard
rebel towns and villages,
looking to sweep their
lightly armed opponents
out of their strongholds.
Assad’s forces have
chalked up a string of
gains as they turned their
firepower on areas held
by rebels. But the fighting
shows no sign of abating
and analysts expect the
insurgents to change their
tactics and adopt guerrilla
warfare.

The British-based Syr-
ian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights said 21 civil-
ians were killed in Syria
Wednesday, the major-
ity following government
shelling on towns in Syr-
ia’s central Homs prov-
ince.

The army fired mortars
into the Khalidiya district
of Homs city, while artil-
lery targeted the rebel
town of Rastan, north of
Homs city. Video also
showed shelling of the
ancient Apamea castle at
Qalat Mudiq, near Hama.
Opposition activists said
the army used tanks, artil-
lery and anti-aircraft guns
on the Damascus suburbs
of Harasta and Irbin early
Wednesday, which were
retaken from rebels two
months ago but have seen
renewed insurgency in re-
cent days.

The official Syrian news
agency SANA reported the
funerals of seven security

force members killed in
the fighting.

Reports from Syria can-
not be independently veri-
fied because officials have
barred access to rights
groups and journalists.
Russia and China, com-
peting with Western pow-
ers for influence in the
Middle East, previously
vetoed two U.N. draft reso-
lutions that would have
condemned  Damascus
and have resisted calls
from Western and Arab
states for Assad to stand
down. But faced by grow-
ing global outrage at the
bloodshed, the two coun-
tries agreed to a so-called
“presidential statement.”
They are generally non-
binding documents, but
do require unanimous
support in the Security
Council.

Russia, one of Assad’s
few remaining allies,
praised the document as
pragmatic. “The most im-
portant thing is that there
are no ultimatums ... and
no suggestions as to who
carries more blame,” For-
eign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov said.

The accord came a few
days after Annan, a for-
mer UN. secretary-gen-
eral, told the Security
Council that Damascus’s
response to his plans for
peace were disappointing
and he had urged the in-
ternational community to
lay aside its divisions.

His proposal, spelled out
in the U.N. statement, tells
the Syrian government to
cease troop movements
in population centers
and end the use of heavy
weapons in such areas.

It also calls for the gov-
ernment and opposition
to hold talks to secure a
peaceful settlement. As-
sad has not rejected the
proposals but has chal-
lenged their feasibility
and asked who can speak
for the splintered opposi-
tion.

Geagea says Aoun bloc
corrupt, incompetent

BEIRUT: Lebanese Forc-
es leader Samir Geagea
launched a scathing attack
against the Change and Re-
form bloc, saying that its
ministers in government
were corrupt.

“The thing that saddens me
the most these days is that
those who spoke diligently
about corruption for the
past 20 years proved to be
the most corrupt in Leba-
non’s history after taking
charge of sensitive minis-
tries in the government,”
Geagea told a delegation of
doctors in Meerab, north of
Beirut.

During his chat, Geagea
listed what he said proves
the inability of Change and
Reform bloc ministers,
headed by Free Patriotic
Movement MP Michel Aoun,
to run government institu-
tions.

“How is it possible that af-
ter months of the Energy
Ministry claiming that the
project to lease electricity-
generating ships has been

finalized, the ministerial
committee headed by the
prime minister that stud-
ied [the project] said that
it would cost the treasury
tens of millions [of dol-
lars], even hundreds of mil-
lions? ” Geagea asked.

He added that the delay
in approving the proposal
has doubled the electric-
ity problems faced by the
country.

He also directed questions
at ministers of the bloc re-
garding what he described
as the deteriorating condi-
tion of cell phone lines and
the a delay in civil service
appointments that has “par-
tially paralyzed the work of
the government.”

“How does the Change and
Reform bloc explain the
delay in approving a state
budget? Or the overspend-
ing of budgets?” Geagea
asked.

The LF leader also said that
when put to the test, minis-
ters of the rival bloc failed
to produce tangible results.

Army arrests 2 alleged
smugglers in Baalbek

BEIRUT: The Lebanese
Army arrested two people
in the Baalbek village of
Nahleh for allegedly at-
tempting to smuggle drugs,
chemical products for man-
ufacturing explosives and
cigarettes, according to a
statement issued Wednes-
day.

An army patrol arrested two

men who, using animals,
were trying to smuggle out
of the country around 40
kilograms of marijuana,
150 kilograms of chemical
products and cigarettes.
The army confiscated the
items and questioned the
suspects before handing
them over to judicial au-
thorities.

Expired medicine found in Si-
don, Zahle trash containers

BEIRUT: Boxes of expired
medicine were found dumped
in Sidon and outside a town
in Zahle Wednesday, as Leb-
anese authorities continue
their crackdown on spoiled
food items and other unsafe
goods.

About 100 small boxes con-
taining a variety of expired
medications were discov-
ered by scavengers sifting

through a trash container in
a Sidon neighborhood, while
other boxes were found in
the city’s landfill.

Members of the Internal Se-
curity Forces were called in
and a probe was launched
into the two incidents.
Similarly, 25 boxes of ex-
pired medicine, mainly cough
syrup, were found outside the
Zahle town of Majdal Anjar.
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World News

The U.N. Security Council. (APISeth Wenig)

BEIRUT: The “extremely
dangerous” conflict in
Syria could have global
repercussions, U.N. Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki-moon
said Wednesday, as fresh
violence erupted and an
al-Qaida-inspired  group
claimed responsibility for
two suicide bombings in
Damascus.

The uprising that began a
year ago has transformed
into an armed insurgency
that many fear is pushing
the country toward civil
war. Because of Syria’s
close alliances with Iran
and the Lebanese militant
group Hezbollah, there
are deep concerns that
the violence could spread
beyond the country’s bor-
ders, especially if other
nations arm the rebels or
send in their own troops.
“We do not know how
events will unfold,” Ban
said during a speech in
the Indonesian capital,
Jakarta. “But we do know
that we all have a respon-
sibility to work for a reso-
lution of this profound and
extremely dangerous cri-
sis ... that has potentially
massive repercussions for
the region and the world.”
His comments came as
the previously divided U.N.
Security Council united
to approve a nonbinding
statement calling on the
Syrian government and
opposition to immediately
implement proposals by
international envoy Kofi
Annan to end the blood-

shed.

Syrian activists reported
shelling by government
in forces in hotspots in-
cluding the central prov-
ince of Homs, and fighting
between army defectors
and soldiers in Damascus
suburbs.

Large-scale bombings
near government security
buildings in the capital,
Damascus, and the north-
ern city of Aleppo have
added a new and increas-
ingly deadly element to
the revolt.

U.S. intelligence officials
have pointed to al-Qaida
in Iraq as the likely cul-
prit, raising the possibility
its fighters are infiltrating
across the border to take
advantage of the turmoil.
In a statement posted
Wednesday on a militant
website, an Islamist group
called the Al-Nusra Front
to Protect the Levant
claimed responsibility for
twin suicide bombings in
Damascus on Saturday.
The blasts, which targeted
the air force intelligence
building and the crimi-
nal security department,
killed at least 21 people,
the state-run news agency
said.

“It’'s looking more and
more like Al-Nusra is just
a front for AQI in Syria,” a
U.S. official said Wednes-
day, speaking on condition
of anonymity to discuss
matters of intelligence.
The Associated Press
could not verify the au-

thenticity of Wednesday’s
Al-Nusra statement, which
said the attacks were in
retaliation for the Syrian
regime’s shelling of resi-
dential areas in opposi-
tion strongholds in Homs,
Idlib, Hama and Daraa.
“We tell the (Syrian) re-
gime to stop the massa-
cres against the Sunnis,
otherwise, you will bear
the sin of the Alawites,”
the Al-Nusra Front said.
“What is coming is more
bitter and painful, with
God'’s will.”

Al-Qaida supporters are
largely Sunni Muslim ex-
tremists. Syria’s military
and political leadership
is stacked heavily with
members of the minority
Alawite sect, an offshoot
of Shiite Islam to which
Assad and the ruling elite
belong.

The group also has
claimed responsibility for
earlier suicide attacks.
Sunnis make up the ma-
jority of Syria’s 22 million
people, as well as the back-
bone of the opposition.
Al-Qaida’s
could further fuel sectar-
ian tensions unleashed by
the uprising.

The U.N. estimates that
more than 8,000 people
have been killed since
the uprising began last
March.

The Syrian revolt started
with mostly peaceful pro-
tests against the govern-
ment, inspired by the Arab
Spring uprisings across

involvement

the region. But the regime
cracked down violently,
opening fire on demon-
strations and rounding
up thousands of protest-
ers. Assad has justified
the crackdown by saying
terrorists and foreign ex-
tremists are driving the
revolt.

The opposition denies
that, saying some army
defectors and others have
been forced to take up
arms because of the fero-
cious crackdown.

The nonbinding statement
approved by the 15 Se-
curity Council members
spells out Annan’s pro-
posals, which include a
cease-fire first by the Syr-
ian government, a daily
two-hour halt to fighting to
evacuate the injured and
provide humanitarian aid,
and inclusive Syrian-led
political talks “to address
the legitimate concerns of
the Syrian people.”

In a bid to win support
from Russia and China,
which have twice vetoed
European and U.S.-backed
resolutions condemn-
ing Assad’s crackdown,
France watered down the
statement to eliminate
possible consideration of
“further measures” that
could include sanctions
or military action.

Instead, the presidential
statement now asks An-
nan to update the council
regularly on the prog-
ress of his mission and
says that “in the light of
these reports, the Secu-
rity Council will consider
further steps as appropri-
ate.”

A presidential statement,
which needs approval
from all council members,
becomes part of the coun-
cil’s permanent record. It
is stronger than a press
statement, which does
not. But unlike resolu-
tions, neither statement is
legally binding.

Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton
mended the council’s

com-

UN chief. Syria unrest could have global impact

unanimous support.

“The council has now
spoken with one voice,”
said Clinton, who had lam-
basted Russia and China
for vetoing two tougher
U.N. resolutions on Syria
in recent months. She said
the statement demands
“the beginning of a Syri-
an-led political process to
address the legitimate as-
pirations of all the Syrian
people that will lead to a
democratic transition.”

Despite the diplomatic
push, both the regime and
the opposition have ruled
out dialogue while the vio-
lence continues.

The U.S. and many Euro-
pean and Arab countries
have closed their embas-
sies in Damascus while
the violence continues. On
Wednesday, Japan tempo-
rarily closed its embassy
in Syria, said Masaru Sato,
an official at the Foreign
Ministry in Tokyo.

Al-Qaeda claims responsi-
bility for Iraq attacks

BAGHDAD: Al-Qaeda’s
front group in Iraq claimed
responsibility Wednesday
for a wave of attacks that
killed 46 people across the
country this week. It added
that the violence exposes
how weak government se-
curity is ahead of the up-
coming Arab League sum-
mit in Baghdad.

The attacks Tuesday struck
Shiite pilgrims in the holy
city of Karbala, set cars on
fire near a police headquar-
ters in Kirkuk and targeted
security forces and govern-
ment officials in Baghdad.
In all, insurgents struck
eight cities in just under
six hours, killing A6 people
and wounding 200.

The statement by the Islam-
ic State of Iraq, posted on a
militant website Wednes-
day, said its “Sunni lions”
targeted the plan of the
“fool government prepar-
ing” for the summit.
“Within a few hours, all the
security measures adopted
by the Shiite government
have collapsed and the
enemy was taken by sur-
prise,” the statement said.
“Several government and
security headquarters were
attacked.”

The government vowed not
to be scared off from host-
ing the summit — the first
to take place in Iraq since
1990 and a chance to prove
it is moving toward normal-
cy after years of war.

The attacks were not en-
tirely unexpected: Govern-

ment and security officials
have warned for weeks
that Al-Qaeda and Sunni
sympathizers would try to
thwart next week’s Arab
League summit by sowing
fear about Baghdad’s sta-
bility. Plans for the capital
to host the meeting last
year were postponed, in
part because of concerns
about security.

Last week, the government
said it would deploy an un-
precedented number of se-
curity forces to protect the
capital for the meeting. An
estimated 26,000 police of-
ficers and soldiers — includ-
ing more than 4,000 from
Iraq’s north and south — are
expected to be deployed in
Baghdad.

But citizens and lawmakers
have questioned whether
the capital will be safe dur-
ing the Arab meeting.
Extremists have launched
large-scale attacks in Iraq
every few weeks for nearly
a year. The violence now
is nowhere as frequent as
it was during the tit-for-tat
sectarian fighting a few
years ago. But the attacks
appear to be more dead-
ly than they were before
American military’s with-
drawal in late December.
Assailants killed a Shiite
mother and her three chil-
dren Wednesday in the
Zafaraniyah neighborhood
in southeastern Baghdad,
slitting their throats after
breaking into the family’s
home.
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Naden capture shows police

skill - O’Farrell

NSW  Premier Barry
O’Farrell has congratulat-
ed police on capturing the
state’s most wanted man,
Malcolm Naden.

“The arrest of Malcolm Na-
den is a testament to the
NSW police force’s tenac-
ity and skill,” Mr O’Farrell
said on thursday.

“They are among the best
in the world and their
actions overnight have
made this state a safer
place.”

The 38-year-old was ar-
rested just after midnight
(AEDT) on thursday after
officers from the Tactical
Operations Unit and Dog
Unit surrounded him on
a private property near
Gloucester in the state’s
mid north.

Naden, a former abattoir
worker, has been on the
run since disappearing
from his grandparents’
home in west Dubbo in
2005.

Days before he left, his
24-year-old cousin and
mother of two Kristy Sc-
holes was found strangled
in the home’s bedroom.
He is also a suspect in the
disappearance of another
of his cousins, Lateesha
Nolan, and for the inde-
cent assault of a 15-year-
old girl in Dubbo in 2004.
In December last vyear,
Naden made headlines af-
ter allegedly shooting an
officer during a raid on a
remote campsite near the
small town of Nowendoc
in the state’s north.

Since the shooting,
around 50 officers have
been involved day in, day
out in the hunt for Naden.
“While it may have taken
longer than everyone
hoped, what this arrest
shows is that the NSW
Police Force always gets
their man,” Mr O’Farrell
said.

Opposition Leader John
Robertson said the po-
lice’s sustained efforts
would mean Naden

would be brought to jus-
tice.

“After all their hard work
and over a lengthy period
of time they have man-
aged to capture some-
one who has shown how
difficult he is to capture
and why he was Austra-
lia’s most wanted crimi-
nal,” Mr Robertson told
Macquarie Radio today.
“But all their hard work
has paid off and we will
now see Malcolm Naden
brought to justice before
our court system.”

NSW Police Minister Mi-
chael Gallacher said Na-
den’s capture came on
the back of several tough
days for police across
the state.

“We had an number of
police officers
we had a fatal motor ve-
hicle accident, we had
a shooting in south-
western Sydney and of
course, the continuing
investigation into the
tragic death of the young
man following the use of
the Taser,” Mr Gallacher
told ABC radio on thurs-
day.

“To get this result last
night was a fantastic re-
sult for the police and
for the work they have
done.”

The mayor of Glouces-
ter Shire Council Geoff
Slack said Naden’s cap-
ture would be a welcome
relief to residents.

“It’'s been in the back of
everybody’s mind that
someone is in the area
that maybe is not a nice
person and we are very
pleased that the police
have been able to bring
it to a head,” he told ABC
radio.

He congratulated police
for their effort, saying
they had become part of
the local community.
“Quite a few of them have
been in our town now for
some months and virtu-
ally have become part of

injured,

Albanese, 10 others breach rule on grants

The Infrastructure Min-
ister, Anthony Albanese,
approved more than $31
million in grants for his
own electorate or against
his department’s advice,
in breach of government

policy.
The federal Auditor-Gen-
eral, lan McPhee, has

named 11 ministers and
parliamentary secretar-
ies who defied a policy
designed to eliminate
pork-barrelling.

His statement, tabled in
Parliament yesterday,
also shows the Minister
for Families, Housing,
Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs, Jen-
ny Macklin, directly ap-
proved 14 grants, worth
more than $730,000,
when she should have
asked the finance minis-
ter to oversee the deci-
sions.

The former finance minis-
ter Lindsay Tanner estab-
lished the grant-reporting
rules in 2008 after ac-
cusations the Coalition
rorted the now defunct
Regional Partnerships
Program.

Under Labor’s policy, low-
er-house ministers can
neither approve grants
for projects in their own
electorate, nor can they
approve funds against
their department’s ad-
vice. Instead, these deci-
sions are referred to the
finance minister.

Mr McPhee’s office au-

dited about 800 grant-
related briefs, prepared
over 18 months in 2009
and 2010. It found min-
isters approved 33 proj-
ects in their own elector-
ates without telling the
finance minister, and 11
grants against the bu-
reaucracy’s advice.
However, Mr McPhee
blamed in part the poor
quality of public ser-
vants’ briefs.

“The most significant is-
sue raised by the audit re-
port .. was the fairly wide-
spread shortcomings [of]
briefings to ministerial
decision-makers.”
Among Mr Albanese’s
decisions was approval
of $18 million for a bridge
over the Einasleigh River
in north Queensland. Al-
though his department
advised against the grant,
cabinet said the area was
disaster-prone and the
bridge would reduce the
risk of a flood isolating
the community.

Mr Albanese, the MP for
Grayndler in NSW, was
also warned against en-
dorsing a $10 million
grant for the Brisbane
City Council, but he ar-
gued that the unspecified
project had “capacity to
deliver significant eco-
nomic stimulus”.

The public accounts com-
mittee decided to publish
Mr McPhee’s statement
yesterday “in the inter-
ests of transparency and

Holden to stay in Australia after $200m deal

HOLDEN will announce
it plans to stay in Aus-
tralia for at least another
decade after securing a
subsidy package worth
more than $200 million.

Fairfax reports Prime Min-
ister Julia Gillard, Holden
chairman Mike Devereux,
South Australian Premier
Jay Weatherill and Aus-
tralian Manufacturing
Workers Union boss lan
Jones will be in Canberra
on thursday for the an-

nouncement.

The car manufacturer has
suffered from the high
dollar and rising produc-
tion costs.

It threatened to shut its
Australian operations al-
together unless the gov-
ernment committed to a
further assistance pack-
age beyond 2015.

It’s reported that Mr De-
vereux will pledge to stay
in the country until at
least 2022.

accountability”.

The other frontbench-
ers, current and former,
who breached the policy
were Tanya Plibersek,

Bill Shorten, Mark Arbib,
Nick Sherry, Kate Ellis,
Laurie Ferguson, Peter
Garrett, Tony Burke and
Robert McClelland.

Anna Bligh refusing to
give up despite polls

Premier Anna Bligh fights to the end. Picture: Mark
Calleja Source: The Courier-Mail

QUEENSLAND Premier
Anna Bligh is showing
a brave face, at least
in public, despite polls
which predict Labor is
headed for an embar-
rassing defeat in Satur-
day’s state election.

“l know what the polls
are saying but we’ve still
got two or three days be-
fore the ballot box,” Ms
Bligh told ABC Televi-
sion.

“I've got a team of peo-
ple who are hungry for
the fight and still have
fire in their belly.”

The Premier said her
term as premier had
been “very tough”, with
the global financial cri-
sis and the Queensland
floods and cyclones hap-
pening just as Queen-
sland was getting back
on its feet.

“It hasn’t been an easy
three years to be Pre-
mier,” Ms Bligh said.
Opposition Leader Tony
Abbott’s prediction the
Queensland election
would be fought on the
carbon tax was “fanci-

ful”,
ued.
In the five and a half
weeks of the campaign
the issue had been men-
tioned only about half a
dozen times.

Instead, the issues were
about schools, hospital
and roads.

Ms Bligh said she had
made a difficult choice
moving towards privati-
sation but had made the
choice to keep Queen-
slanders in work.

Of the her strong criti-
cism of Liberal National
Party leader Campbell
Newman, Ms Bligh said it
was important to exam-
ine donations made to
his campaign fund which
were still being investi-
gated by Queensland’s
corruption watchdog.
She said she did not re-
sile from asking ques-
tionsabout Mr Newman’s
donations but said she
had used too strong a
language when she said
in Queensland’s Parlia-
ment that he may end up
in jail.

Ms Bligh contin-
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Malcolm Naden arrested: Police capture Australia’s most wanted man

o

Police arrest Malcolm Naden Picture: Police Source: The Daily Telegraph

One of Australia’s most
wanted Malcolm John Na-
den. Source: The Daily
Telegraph

AUSTRALIA’S most want-
ed man, Malcolm Naden,
was captured by police
west of Gloucester with-
out any injuries to the ar-
resting officers, ending a
seven-year search.

The fugitive was found at
a private property 30 kilo-
metres west of Gloucester
with police from the Tacti-
cal Operations Unit and
Dog Unit making the arrest
about 12.04am.

Police Commissioner An-
drew Scipione said the no
shots were fired during the
arrest and no one was in-
jured.

He thanked locals and said
he hoped the arrest would
“make a significant differ-
ence in your lives”.

“Not three months ago |
stood in this room and told
this community that we
would catch this man,” Mr
Scipione said.

Assistant Commissioner
Carleen York said Naden
appeared to be “reason-
ably healthy” and had no
major health difficulties
despite living rough for the
past six years.

He was bitten by a police
dog during the arrest and
a police officer injured his
wrist.

It is believed that covert
sensors installed by police
in the house, which Naden
had previously broken into,
were activated on wednes-
day at 7.30pm.

Ms York said officers con-
fronted Naden when he

came out of a doorway.
She said Naden allegedly
ran back into the house be-
fore tyring to leave through
a back door.

She said a short scuffle
took place before Naden
was arrested.

Officers searched the
house finding a loaded
firearm.

Ms York said Naden is ex-
pected to be charged with
murder and the aggravated
assault of a teenager.

She said there were about
45 officers in the area, with
about 25 involved in last
night’s arrest.

“There was every danger
he could reach the rifle -
the semi-automatic weap-
on ... but at the time of the
arrest he did not have pos-
session of it”.

“We have been interested
in this house and many
other houses .. there’s doz-
ens of houses we have vis-
ited, spoken to the owners
and been on paths around
the area”.

“When we got there we saw
there was person on prem-
ises and led to the deploy-
ment of what was used”.
He is believed to have been
responsible for “dozens”
of break and enters over
this six year period on the
run.

At Taree Police Station
where Naden is being held,
there are police officers at
the entrance of the station
and nearby court house
monitoring people coming
and going.

A series of police cars in-
cluding four vehicles from
the riot and public order

squad arrived earlier on
thursday morning.
Naden’s capture has be-
come the talk of the town
with many residents driv-
ing in their cars slowing
past the police station or
sitting across the road
watching the media that
have assembled out the
front.

One car even drove past
the court house beeping
and yelling “yeah”.

Police have cordoned off a
parking area out the front
of the court house espe-
cially for the media.

The father of one of Mal-
colm Naden’s alleged vic-
tims was watching a tele-
vision program when the
phone call came saying
the fugitive was caught.
Mick Peet is the father of
Lateesha Nolan who went
missing seven years ago
with Mr Naden as the prime
suspect.

The police rang while Mr
Peet was watching televi-
sion with his wife about
2.30am.

“I sort of felt like falling to
the ground on my knees, |
didn’t know what to say,”
he said.

“I had so many questions |
wanted to ask (but) I didn’t
know where to start.”
When he got the news Mr
Peet told police, “Make
sure you hold onto him.
Don’t let him go.”

The moments after the
phone call are a blur for Mr
Peet.

He said, “l just couldn’t
think straight. All the
questions were there, but
| couldn’t get them in the

right order.”

“It's the best thing that’s
ever happened,” Mr Peet
said. “Justice is served for
my daughter today.”

Mr Peet is now looking for
an element of closure to
his daughter’s death, “we
can get all our answers”.
The father from Innes Park,
Queensland, started a blog
that began with 4000 mem-
bers and jumped to 24,000
members after the police
officer was allegedly shot
by Naden.

Mr Peet said he was wor-
ried the search would drag
on “forever” but under-
stood the police’s frustra-
tion in trying to catch Na-
den.

“I'm just glad we’re on the
road to some kind of recov-
ery to find out what hap-
pened to my daughter and
some closure,” he said.
“There’s a lot of family
that’s been affected.”

Mr Peet said Naden’s cap-
ture was a “giant step” but
there was still a long road
ahead.

“I don’t know what it’s go-
ing to lead to now, we just
have to take one day at a
time,” he said.

“But I'm just glad the
whole seven years of try-
ing to catch the person
that’s wanted for question-
ing over the disappear-
ance of my daughter has
happened.

“From this day on, we’re
just so glad we’ve got this
major step in retrieving
some information about
my daughter.”

The uncle of one of Naden’s
alleged victims, Kristy Sc-

holes, told 2UE the fam-
ily were “overwhelmed” by
the news.

“I've spoken to family,
they’re well aware of things
now,” Tony Scholes said.
“Right now we’re thinking
about Kristy.”

A full scale search is be-
ing performed around the
area to find any other items
Mr Naden may have used
while in hiding.

The arrest ends a multi-mil-
lion dollar search operation
across the state’s north.
Police Commissioner An-
drew Scipione thanked lo-
cal residents for their as-
sistance and the efforts of
the officers investigating.
“The arrest of this man this
morning marks the end of
a very difficult and lengthy
investigation and search
operation by NSW Police,”
Commissioner  Scipione
said.

“This result could not have
been achieved without
the cooperation of com-
munities in northern NSW
whose assistance and vi-
tal information has helped
police over a long period of
time. People in those com-
munities deserve praise for
their assistance and their
perseverance.

“Today’s arrest also is a
tribute to the many differ-
ent elements of the NSW
Police Force who have
come together and oper-
ated in a very tough envi-
ronment,” Commissioner
Scipione said.

“I want to pay tribute to
those people from the Tac-
tical Operations Unit, the
Dog Unit, the Air Wing, our

general duties police and
other specialistunits whose
work has been invaluable.
Everyone who contributed
can stand tall.”

NSW Premier Barry
O’Farrell congratulated the
police force on Naden’s
capture.

“The arrest of Malcolm Na-
den is a testament to the
NSW Police Force’s tenac-
ity and skill,” Mr O’Farrell
said.

“While it may have tak-
en longer than everyone
hoped, what this arrest
shows is that the NSW Po-
lice Force always gets their
man.”

The Commander of Strike
Force Durkin, Assistant
Commissioner Carlene
York, said police never lost
confidence in their opera-
tion.

“We never doubted that we
could get to this point,” As-
sistant Commissioner York
said.

“Our people were operat-
ing in extremely difficult
conditions and we had to
adapt our strategies along
the way.

“However, we always un-
derstood that every day
brought us closer and that
our tactics would prevail.
This was a game of pa-
tience and | am very proud
of everyone involved.

“The fact that we have
made an arrest today with-
out any harm to members
of the public or police offi-
cers gives me a lot of com-
fort.”

Naden is currently being
questioned by officers
from Strike Force Durkin in
relation to a number of of-
fences including,

- The murder of a 24-year-
old woman in Dubbo in
June 2005;

- The disappearance of a
24-year-old Dubbo woman
in January 2005,

- The aggravated indecent
assault of a 15-year-old girl
in Dubbo in 2004;

- The shooting of a police
officer near Nowendoc on
7 December 2011;

- A number of property of-
fences.




Page 38

Saturday 24 March 2012

the middie east

JEEEN

YooY ST Y Cadl

YA dniua

Aust News

@)
X
C
n

Member for East Hills, Glenn
Brookes, and Member for Da-
vidson, Jonathan O’Dea, to-
day stood outside the gates of
State Parliament on Macquarie
Street to give their support to
87 year old Mr. Tony Stevens
as he commenced his disabil-
ity crusade to Federal Parlia-
ment, roller skating all the way
to Canberra.

Tony Stevens, whose disabled
son died a number of years
ago, is pushing Greg Mann, a
disabled East Hills local; in his
wheelchair to highlight both
the Federal Government’s lack
of action to introduce a disabil-
ity insurance scheme as well
as their wasteful spending on
failed endeavours such as the
home insulation scheme.

“The purpose of the disability
insurance scheme is to give the
parents of disabled children the
peace of mind that when they
are not around to look after
their child, funds will be avail-
able to ensure that proper and
necessary care continues to
be provided.” Glenn Brookes
said.

“This is such a fundamental hu-
man right that Tony has been
fighting for since Gough Whit-
lam was in office,” he said.
Jonathan O’Dea added, “Mr.
Stevens’ efforts are to be ap-
plauded but at the same time
he brings shame upon our Na-
tion by highlighting the fact
that a scheme originally ap-
proved in the mid 1970’s lan-
guishes on some dusty shelf
in Federal Parliament because
successive governments have
ignored the pleas of Tony and
the parents of other disabled
children.”

“The disability insurance
scheme is not a luxury it is an
obligation. It is that simple.”
Mr. O’Dea said.

Given his age, Mr. Stevens will

ADE FOR A CHILD

be travelling with
an entourage
® of  supporters
who will ensure
he  completes
| his trek to Can-
berra in time to
launch his new
| book, THE LAST
| GAMBLE AND
THE YEARS IN
BETWEEN.

A copy of the
| book, which is
a semi-autobi-
ographical ac-
count of Mr. Ste-
ven’s  crusade
| over the past
forty years, will
be given free of
charge to every member of the
Federal Parliament on Wednes-
day during the launch.

Mr. Stevens will be greeted
in Canberra by Member for
Hughes, Craig Kelly.

Mr. Kelly, who is the parent of
a disabled child, is a strong
advocate of the disability in-
surance scheme and has been
supporting Mr. Stevens’ efforts
since the two met during Mr.
Kelly’s election campaign in
2010.

“I am the father of a disabled
son so | perfectly understand
what motivates Tony, because
like him, both my wife and |
are tormented every day by
the thought of what happens to
Trent when we are not around
to provide his care.” Craig Kel-
ly said.

“The Disability Insurance
Scheme is essential and | as-
sure the public that it will be
the central focus of my atten-
tion when the Coalition finally
takes the reins of Government
away from the incompetence of
Gillard and Swann.” Mr. Kelly
said.

“But for this Government’s
reckless and wasteful spend-
ing we would now have the
resources to fund the disability
insurance scheme,” he said.
“This failure to act, this level
of irresponsible misuse of
taxpayers’ money, will be the
disgraceful legacy left behind
by a disgraced Federal Labor
government.”

Glenn Brookes said, “Tony cer-
tainly shows us what it is to be
Australian, with a drive and de-
termination that should be the
envy of people half his age.”

“I wish Tony Steven’s every
success in what will probably
be his last desperate attempt
for the implementation of a
National Disability Insurance
Scheme.” Media: Geoffrey
Grasso 0421 778 671

UN action on Syria
closer - Carr

FOREIGN Minister Bob
Carr believes the chanc-
es that the United Na-
tions Security Council
will take action against
Syria have increased.
Russia has revealed it in-
tends to support a reso-
lution endorsing UN and
Arab League peace en-
voy Kofi Annan>s plan to
settle the year-old Syrian
conflict.
Russia
helped

previously has
block security
council action against
Bashar al-Assad>s re-
gime, but its latest com-
ments suggest it is now
ready to ramp up the
pressure on its ally to
end its crackdown on
anti-government rebels.
Senator Carr said Austra-

lia wants to see a tough
security council resolu-
tion against Mr Assad.
“The chances of that
have been advanced,”
Mr Carr said in Canberra
on wednesday.

“This is a government,
a regime, at war with its
own people and 8000
lives have been lost as a
result.”

Former foreign minister
Kevin Rudd condemned
Russia and China for
using their veto powers
to vote down two ear-
lier UNSC resolutions
against Syria.

Senator Carr said Aus-
tralia would “politely”
urge Russia and China
to support the new reso-
lution.

Bob Carr warns of environmen-

tal disaster in maiden speech

Minister for Foreign Affairs Senator Bob Carr delivering his
maiden speech in the Senate Chamber at Parliament House in
Canberra. Picture: Kym Smith Source: The Daily Telegraph

FOREIGN Minister Bob
Carr has used his maiden
speech in the Senate to
warn of a potential envi-
ronmental disaster caused
by climate change.

In a wide ranging speech,
Mr Carr addressed every-
thing from multicultural-
ism to Australia’s place in
the world as a “creative
middle power.”

Mr Carr said he had be-
lieved in climate change
since the 1980s and that
the chemical composition
of the atmosphere was
changing and he said “it
is human activity that has

driven this process.”

Good foreign policy would
include protecting oceans,
Mr Carr said.

He told the Senate fish
were getting an osteoporo-
sis style condition in one
affected sea.

Mr Carr moved on to ad-
dress foreign affairs, re-
ferring to the unwitting
burning of Korans by US
personnel in Afghanistan
and the destruction of
graves of Australian sol-
diers last month in Libya.
He said Australia needed to
strive for an overlapping of
cultures and not a clash.

Clive Palmer facing legal

action over CIA claims

ACTIVIST group GetUp!

will fund a legal suit
against Clive Palmer after
the billionaire linked envi-
ronmentalist Drew Hutton
to an alleged CIA plot to
damage the Queensland

coal industry.

Mr Hutton told The Aus-
tralian Online he had been
bombarded with offers of
financial support and re-
vealed GetUp! had made
an offer this afternoon to
finance his legal case for
defamation.

WA Labor MP John Ford
won’t re-contest

WEST Australian Labor
MP Jon Ford has an-
nounced he will not con-
test pre-selection for the
March 2013 election.

The member for the Min-
ing and Agricultural Re-
gion, who has served
the past 12 years in the
WA parliament, said to-
day his focus for the next
12 months would be to
help Labor leader Mark
McGowan lead the party
to victory at the next elec-

tion.

Mr McGowan said Mr Ford
was a greatly admired
and respected member of
the party and had worked
tirelessly for the people of
his electorate.

Mr Ford served as minis-
ter for local government,

regional development,
fisheries, employment
protection, Kimberley,

Pilbara, Gascoyne in the
Gallop and Carpenter
governments.

Ministers breached grants
rules, says Auditor-General

EIGHT Gillard govern-
ment ministers - includ-
ing cabinet ministers
Anthony Albanese and
Jenny Macklin - award-
ed more than $8.2 mil-
lion in grants in their
own electorates with-
out properly reporting

them.
Auditor-General lan
McPhee released on

Wednesday details of
33 cases over a two-
year period in which
ministers violated anti
pork-barrelling rules
brought in by Labor.
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Provmg mental heath & wellbeing n Jocal comm

“Full citizenship for all people living with a mental illness in Australian society”

- Exciting Mental Health Opportunities!
- Amazing Salary Benefits
- Values based, progressive organisation

Neami is a non-government organisation that has been providing psychosocial rehabilitation to people with a mental
iliness for over 20 years. Neami offers a reflective team environment and attractive benefits to all staff and has recently
introduced the Collaborative Recovery Model (CRM) to further its commitment to consumer participation and recovery
through a strengths based approach to service delivery. Working within a recovery hased framework, this support is
aimed at assisting consumers to develop independent living skills, a sense of social inclusion, and ownership of their
recovery.

The values, skills, attributes and commitment of our staff are key to Neami's success and reputation as an organisation
that provides high quality support services to consumers. Neami is strongly committed to further developing and
diversifying its work force.

Neami currently seeks to employ a
Community Rehabilitation and Support worker within Neami Bankstown

We seek enthusiastic people with integrity, high quality interpersonal skills and the ability to work collaboratively in a
team providing a range of rehabilitation and support services to consumers.

Applications for this role close: Friday 30™ March 2012 at 5pm
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PANDIT - BABA GURUJI

Astrology prediction is God’s gift passed down generation to my family

Open7Days
10am - 8pm He Removes Black Magic, Evil effects, Voodoo, Obiya & Etc.

100% Guaranteed Resuits

Call for appointments
with spiritual healer:

For the first time in Melbourne

He will help in all problems and work
with God and holy spirit

Sugestion and Solutions like:

Love, Marriage, Education, lucky number, Career, Sickness,
Husband & Wife Problems, Business, Children Mistakes,
Sexual Problems, Family Problems, Court cases, Divorces,
Immigration, Depression, Evil Effects and etc..

Private &
Confidential

0470459561

199 Carinish Road, Clayton, Victoria 3168
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Customer Service: Sales:
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