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@ dddg dled IPS Security
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy e
change! IPS g-\ﬂ-’
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. o .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (a8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. d
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for g.h.\.ﬂ
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of i .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ ‘-"G
suitable to join our team you must: - -
e Hold a first Aid certificate ' and AD,‘,-M
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence . “""
oo @S9
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s .
e Speak fluent English J : ’3 Hk
e Have excellent presentation %Y‘ Mbﬁ"
e Bereliable 5 e .
We have the following security positions available; )hﬂ‘-j dalexd
Crowd Control - e
(Events) Audlee
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions skkk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions o & e e
available. 49 ygrd
Previous Applicants need not apply - 429194 0.
No recruitment companies a 1A
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S "d“" ‘35 423
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolad! 2 9iay

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au

a -.'-15)-“'9 0ad A (gualail
L).i.ﬂg ,«b I gl

Joad

A Yol 9
23 Cann St Guildford NSW 2161
\Ph: 02 9681 6520 Mob: 0414 394 675)
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1The capital of Tasmania
is

1) Darwin

2) Brishane

3) Hobart

4) Alice Springs

2. The leader of the
Australian Government
is

1) The Speaker of the
Parliament

2) the Queen

3) the Prime Minister

4)  The  Governor
General

3. Who becomes the
Prime Minister?

1) both houses of the
parliament elect the
Prime  Minister by
double majority

2) after an election,
the  Governor-General
appoints the person who
got most votes

3) after an election, the
leader of the party with
most MPs becomes the
Prime Minister

4) the Queen appoints a

person of her choosing

4. The Executive power
is the power

1) to make the laws

2) to execute criminals
3) to put the laws into
practice

4) to interpret and apply
the law

5. The Queen appoints
the  Governor-General
as her representative
in Australia on advice
from
1) the Parliament
2) the Australian Prime
Minister
3) the British Prime
Minister
4) the Chief Justice of
the High Court
dxga Ol |
Correct answers:

| Question1: 3
Il Question 2 : 3
Il Question 3 : 3
IV Question 4 : 3
V Question 5 : 2
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HBIHOWII- HB are people to see”

380 Lt Shadow Line Vanity
Refrigerator Frameless 't 750mm

Primera Series Shower NOW
HeuUre Screen

$240

e Finger Pull with
NOw NOwW Rime
$650

¢ Dimensions: 750mm
Lex Toilet Suit
° Stalnless Steel Look refrigerator

$450 X 460mm x 540mm
e Multi Flow Cooling System * 900mm X 900mm X 1950mm NOW

e Full No-Frost System ¢ 10mm thick tempered glass

* Reversible doors (toughen glass) ‘ $250

¢ Quick Freezer Compartment ¢ |ncludes hinges, brackets,
e |nterior Light in both Fridge & Freezer ‘L’ handle, and 2 x corner e Available S or P Trap

¢ Freezer Door Racks shelves. A Soft Close Seat
e Humidity Controlled Vegetable Crisper o Complies with Australian : Back To Wall

Bins SRR
« Twist Ice Trays and Storage Bin standard ; : 2.gtlé|rtre 3 Litre Dual Flush

e Nett Total Volume 380t * 12 months warranty

Square basin and wall mixers Solid Doors Multi-function Shower Unit
Now $85 EA RRP $480 NOW $210 o

o With square wide lever handle.

o Sr(])hd bre}ss cr?nstruc’uon with i h ,’ NWQW $290
chrome finish.

o Australian St?ndaurd,4)star l }l ;l
water rating (6.9L/min). 2 1

+ Comes iy 1 / + S Soshal
manufacturer’s warranty on 1 * Australian Standard, 3 star
cartridge. water rating

Calida Privacy Set Double Loaded 60 x 60 Laminate Timber
Complete Porcelain Floor Tiles Flooring

12 years warranty FROM $14 NOW FROM $1 <

RRP $73.00
NOW $48

& o £ Pos & S
e yar Hby WISHL g
A 19 b e A gubon) @S lie Ly lod 9 sl.i.g Agrliele US
Gadly 19 3 yloxild 19381 yo k1 1959)
546-556 Woodville Rd, Guildford NSW 2161

Phone:: 02 8724 5900 Fax:: 02 8724 5911
Website:: www.hbhome.com.au Email:: sales@hbhome.com.au
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«- d4adg dilex IPS Security fips) Hatem

- Electrical Contracting

Melbourne

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy
change! IPS g.h-’
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (a8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *

@il Al il <wls
il 3| oy il

Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . o & o 00 . N - o
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)ﬁ'!"‘ d.\ﬂﬁ‘ eu\.ﬁ-i ﬁ_‘."‘) Lﬁ9 u.ﬂS
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of Tl
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be XTI 0‘
suitable to join our team you must: - e

e Hold a first Aid certificate &.‘.“? A*M

leelgil e culoadndl
i Al o OlelS Liyd muad a3l
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence . “t v . . oo
o (Slz > A RPRVA] salaisY|
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty “M-‘-‘ Uﬂ U.&‘.“‘

e Speak fluent English ‘Jk‘ij o w' J:)m"Q QLM}“ J\s% @:Q).gs.ll

e Have excellent presentation MY‘M"H‘ e o id o - 2 w - - .
| - P &S .alelall 2 Juwa .. da i el
e Bereliable hﬂiﬂ z“w‘ A - .
We have the following security positions available; J .

Crowd Control JM'

* -

(Events) dwdlie

e RSA certificate

e Available 7 days/nights a}“d‘ “@ KGW *i/*i M

Static positions sksksk
Patrol positions

We have full time, part time and casual positions

“wer &

available. A9 o N

Previous Applicants need not apply 994 0%
No recruitment companies a %A

Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S "d'"'" ‘.?e a3

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jalad! ‘,?’ )

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961
Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
www.totospizzahouse.com 101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053

el =
“.jjj ryry w |
L

- b o
Lt et B (ST

Bl Saleaiadl! Sl e daktall Salgdall i 33lodly
3 gdasss = fhalien o Liauls - [Hias
Pizza — Pasta — Steak — Seafood

dagaiull dedlll Boail Fasdl HILS

RS padl e

il 1 i




Page 25

Saturday 10 March 2012

_._” HEHALD,’

YOVY BT el VO Andua

Melbourne

B
¥ T ¥y

BLUESTAR

logistics

Gl s i

Gl g gy gy

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE

BRISBANE:

2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
Tek (03] 9308 0880 - Fax:{02) 9308 0506

ADELAIDE:

PERTH:

101 Beealedh Rd
Acaci Ridge, (O 4108
Tel: (07} 3344 1400
Farc (7] 3344 7500

(i Gearpe Strest
Green Fells, 54 7107
Tek: (0B} 8287 G862
Farc 08} 8357 0044

08 NicDowedl Sireet
Websipeal Wa 6106
Tel: (08) 2451 4766
Fi {08) 3431 &744

Email; blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.com.au

O g
‘,.d:d‘ bl.m 4.93)3 ke a)m: ‘,.d:a" p Y

gy CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
& Registered Migration Agent
) MARN; 1174229
7| FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
¢\ CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
_ ) Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal experts can assist
with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

G819 Dilaleatly dgladutly 7 19 )1 eul w0 gebed a9
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

lohad! & pngd! @dkolae pady Lo B ESLPLdo! aeand
QA e ol ik Suavussd] & yngll &y
0413805930
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Relic of St Faustina: The Apostle of Divine Mercy
Venues and dates of the visits
St Patrick Cathedral, 1 Marist Place, Parramatta, .1
Sunday, 18 March at 6pm
Our Lady Queen of Peace, 198 Old Prospect Rd, .2
Greystanes, Sat. 17 Mar at 6pm
St Mary Cathedral, Sydney, Divine Mercy Sunday, 15.3
April 2012, at 2:00 pm
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almaza Beer

One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon 1

now In Australia

[ —
To stock in your restaurant
call Classica PL on
03 9383 5222
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LEBANESE CONSULTATIVE
COMMITTEE

2012 MEETING DATES

PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES
MACQUARIE STREET, SYDNEY

1. Wednesday  14th MARCH 2012
WARATAH ROOM  6.30 P.M. - 8.30 P.M.

2. Wednesday  23rd MAY 2012
WARATAH ROOM  6.30 P.M. - 8.30 P.M.

| @/e/&m// %ZWM Pry Lid

Funerals Conducted With Dignity 3. WedHESday 20th JUNE 2012

WARATAH ROOM 6.30 P.M. - 8.30 P.M.

: a2 (@ G ($2d 3 -33 o
GBI W0, DB G ) G 50D 2D O ) gna (g \ D™ S} Lo Lal

97505588 : R L , P, 4iS4 430 oo 4. Wednesday  22nd AUGUST 2012
Q305 G yeuy e LA 2\ o0 mEternity et o ||| WARATAHROOM 630 PM. -8.30 PM.
) 39 g Tt 2 Nl 550 (3 PN 5T X8 Gt e ™
25 BREUST PLACE, PUNCHBOWL 3 168 TERMINUS STREET, LIVERPOOL § 50 KING STREET, ST MARYS | || Wednesday ~ 24th OCTOBER 2012
PH: 9750 5588 % PH: 9600 3080 PH: 9833 0255 WARATAH ROOM  6.30 P.M. - 8.30 P.M.
AN /
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Syria envoy to Lebanon urges
Mikati bolster border security

Prime Minister Najib Mikati, right, meets with Syrian Am-
bassador to Lebanon Ali Abdel-Karim Ali at the Grand Se-
rail in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, March 6, 2012. (The Daily
StariDalati Nohra, HO)

BEIRUT: Syria’s envoy
to Lebanon said Tues-
day security forces have
achieved excellent re-
sults in chasing saboteurs
threatening Syria’s secu-
rity and urged Prime Min-
ister Najib Mikati to bol-
ster control of the shared
border between the two
neighbors to prevent arms
smuggling.

“What is happening in
Syria now is that [authori-
ties] are after those who
have tampered and con-
tinue to tamper with se-
curity of Syrian citizens,
institutions and infra-
structure. Syrian forces
have achieved excellent
results,” Ali Abdel-Karim
Ali told reporters after his
meeting with Mikati at the
Grand Serail, Beirut.
Damascus has maintained
since March 2011 a crack-
down on protesters seek-
ing reforms in the tightly
controlled state. Since
February the Syrian Army
has laid siege to the city
of Homs, killing scores of
people on a daily basis,

according to activists.
According to UN. esti-
mates, over 1,000 people,
mostly civilians, have died
since the uprising against
President Bashar Assad
began on March 15, 2011.
Syrian authorities deny
targeting citizens, blaming
“armed gangs” for their
deaths.

Ali said his talks with Mi-
kati had centered on the
need to control the border
and prevent arms smug-
gling.

“The prime minister ex-
pressed the need to fol-
low up with the army and
security forces regarding
controlling the border,
preventing arms smug-
gling and the entrance of
armed men and to cooper-
ate with Syrian agencies,”
the Syrian envoy.

Syria and Lebanon have
thwarted several attempts
of arms smuggling into
the crises-ridden country,
but the task of border con-
trol remains difficult due
to the poorly demarcated
border.

Syria presses assaults ahead of Annan peace bid

A boy holds a toy gun during a demonstration by Syrian refugees and
local residents against Syria’s President Bashar Al-Assad near the
Syrian embassy in Amman March 6, 2012. (REUTERSI/Ali Jarekji)

DAMASCUS: Syrian forc-
es pursued armed rebels
on Tuesday in a number
of flashpoint areas ahead
of a peace mission by UN-
Arab League envoy Kofi
Annan, as a top US sena-
tor called for air strikes to
protect civilians.

Soldiers in tanks and ar-
moured carriers stormed
the town of Herak in the
southern province of
Daraa, the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights
said, adding that it was not
possible immediately to
determine whether there
had been casualties.

And army  deserters
clashed with troops over-
night in villages of Deir
Ezzor, eastern Syria, while
in Hama province of cen-
tral Syria, troops backed
by tanks circled the town
of Tibet al-lmam, said the
Britain-based  Observa-
tory.

On Monday, Syrian forces
bombarded the city of
Rastan, a rebel bastion in
neighbouring Homs prov-

ince for a second day run-
ning, monitors said.

The Red Cross, mean-
while, negotiated for a
fourth day with Syrian au-
thorities to be allowed to
deliver aid and evacuate
the wounded from the bat-
tered Baba Amr rebel dis-
trict of the city of Homs in
the centre of the country.
The Observatory said at
least six people, including
two teenagers, were killed
nationwide on Monday.
Rastan, which activists
expect to be the next tar-
get of a drive by regime
forces to expel rebels
who have regrouped from
Homs, 20 kilometres (12
miles) away, came under
renewed shelling, the Ob-
servatory said.

“What’s happening in
Rastan is exactly what
happened in Baba Amr:
a siege, artillery fire and
rockets,” said Hadi Abdul-
lah, an activist in Homs
of the Syrian Revolution
General Commission.
“Free Syrian Army fight-

$300 min

BEIRUT: A $300 million
Beirut shopping mall will
open for business in 2013
and will create 1,200 jobs;
real estate developer Ma-
jid Al-Futtaim (MAF) told
the Emirati weekly Arabian
Business.

“Beirut City Centre, locat-
ed in the capital’s Hazmieh
district on the Damascus-
Beirut road, will house a
total of 200 stores over
three levels and 40 inter-
national food and bever-

Beirut mall set to open in 2013

age outlets,” the weekly
reported.

Waddah al-Solh, country
head at MAF Propetrties,
said the mall would “fos-
ter growth within the lo-
cal economy and specifi-
cally the retail sector” and
would create, in addition
to permanent retail jobs,
around 2,500 temporary
jobs in construction.

The construction on the
mall started back in 2009
and has been scheduled

for completion by the start
of 2013. Key features of
the mall include the first
Carrefour  hypermarket
in the country, which will
occupy a 13,000-square-
meter area.

Majid Al-Futtaim holding,
the operator of Carrefour
and City Centre shop-
ping malls in the UAE,
has reported a 10 percent
growth in its revenues for
2011. The company said
its 2011 revenues touched

$5 billion.

The same company has
also been involved in a
project on the seafront of
Dbayyeh dubbed “Water-
front City.”

The $2 billion project is
scheduled to be finalized
in four phases over the
next 15 years. The first
phase is expected to be
completed in two years
and includes seven build-
ings, cafes, restaurants
and a retail zone.

ers are still in Rastan.
They will not give up be-
cause nobody wants an-
other Baba Amr,” he said.
The violence in Homs
province has sent more
than 1,500 Syrian refu-
gees, mainly women and
children, fleeing across
the border into Lebanon
in the past few days, UN
and Lebanese officials
said on Tuesday.

With diplomatic efforts so
far stymied, US Senator
John MccCain, an influen-
tial Republican, called for
American air strikes on
Syrian forces to protect
population centres and
create safe havens.

“Time is running out”
McCain -- a hawk on both
Syria and Iran -- said in re-
marks on the floor of the
Senate.

At the request of the Syr-
ian opposition, McCain
said, “the United States
should lead an interna-
tional effort to protect key
population centres in Syr-
ia, especially in the north,
through air strikes on As-
sad’s forces.”

On the diplomatic front,
former UN chief Kofi An-
nan is on Wednesday to
launch a mission aimed at
convincing Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad to
silence the guns blamed
for thousands of deaths
since anti-regime protests
broke out last March
Annan is to hold talks with
Arab leaders in Cairo be-
fore he heads to the Syr-
ian capital on Saturday as
joint special envoy for the
United Nations and the
22-member Arab League.
The seasoned negotiator
himself called it “a tough

challenge” last week
when he was named to
the post.

The immediate aim of his
first Damascus talks will
be to secure a humanitar-
ian pause in the fighting
and access to the protest
centres where the United
Nations says more than
1,500 people have been
killed.

Then, Annan said, he
would “work with the Syr-

ians in coming up with a
peaceful solution which
respects their aspirations
and eventually stabilises
the country.”

He will be accompanied
by his deputy, former
Palestinian foreign min-
ister Nasser al-Qudwa, a
nephew of Yasser Arafat,
on their first trip to Syria,
where state media has
welcomed the mission.
The two envoys are to
serve under a mandate
set out by a UN General
Assembly resolution
passed last month and
Arab League resolutions
on the crisis.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov, meanwhile,
said he was to meet his
Arab counterparts on Sat-
urday in Cairo where the
League has its headquar-
ters to discuss Moscow’s
ally Syria.

Moscow and Beijing have
since October twice wield-
ed their Security Council
veto to block UN condem-
nation of Syria.
Washington said on Mon-
day it hoped that with the
Russian presidential elec-
tions over, Moscow would
now turn its attention to
Syria and push for hu-
manitarian relief to civil-
ians.

“We’re hoping for some
fresh attention to the trag-
edy in Syria now that the
elections are past,” State
Department spokeswom-
an Victoria Nuland said.
Adding to the diplomatic
flurry, China’s former am-
bassador to Damascus, Li
Huaxin, is due in Syria on
Wednesday for meetings
with the government and
other parties.

And UN humanitarian
chief Valerie Amos said
Damascus has finally ap-
proved a visit, to take
place from Wednesday to
Friday.

The aim of her visit would
be “to urge all parties to
allow unhindered access
for humanitarian relief
workers so that they can
evacuate the wounded
and deliver essential sup-
plies,” she said.
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Jumblatt rejects criticism, brands Assad

as pro-Zionist

In this picture released by Progressive Socialist Party
media office, PSP leader Walid Jumblatt speaks during
the annual general assembly gathering in Aley, Leba-
non, Sunday, Oct. 30, 2011. (The Daily Star, HO)

BEIRUT: Progressive
Socialist Party leader
MP Walid Jumblatt dis-
missed Sunday’s pro-
President Bashar Assad
rally in Downtown Beirut
that took aim at the Druze
leader, firing back at his
detractors by accusing
Syria of adopting Zionist
policies.

Separately, Jumblatt
met with British Foreign
Secretary William Hague
in London, where the
two held discussions on
Syria which the U.K. offi-
cial described as having
been “useful.”

“We will not be dragged
into responding to some
of the shabbiha [pro-
regime thugs] who hold
up pictures and posters
that reflect nothing but
their bankruptcy while
events have demonstrat-
ed their backing of Israeli
policies, in contrast to
slogans of rejectionism
they have chanted for de-
cades,” Jumblatt said in
his weekly interview with
Al-Anbaa newspaper to
be published Tuesday.
“We will respond in our
own way by turning to
modern history and the
course of the Arab-Israe-
li conflict and the con-
tinuous attempts by the
Baath regime to [hijack]
Palestinian decision-
making,” he added.

Hundreds of demonstra-
tors, some in support of
Assad and others in op-
position to him, faced
off in Downtown Beirut
Sunday. At the pro-re-
gime rally, Jumblatt was
compared to late Israeli
military leader and poli-
tician Moshe Dayan in
a picture. Fayez Shukr,
the head of the Baath in
Lebanon, also verbally
compared him to Dayan
during the rally.

“Have some forgot-
ten that [late President]
Hafez Assad did not rec-
ognize the existence of
Palestine to the south of
Syria and that he was the
one who introduced this
idea into Syrian history
textbooks, which were
used in schools for years
and years, and that this
dovetails with Zionism’s
refusal to recognize Pal-
estine and the rights of
the Palestinian people?”
Jumblatt asked.

“And can we forget that
Hafez Assad, while he
was defense minister
before he turned against
his colleagues to seize
power, arrested the na-
tional Palestinian figure
Yasser Arafat in 19667 ”
he added.

The PSP leader said more
examples would be given
on a weekly basis show-
ing the fallacies of the

Syrian regime’s claims
that it maintains a rejec-
tionist policy, and would
reveal “the truth of their
political assassinations
and their taking advan-
tage of [political] posi-
tions to achieve Israeli
aims.”

Jumblatt contrasted the
pro-Assad rallies with
those in support of Syr-
ians calling for reforms.
“Through the continua-
tion of the Syrian revo-
lution with commitment
and persistence by the
Syrian people struggling
for their freedom and
dignity, it can be seen
that the civilized demon-
strations that we partici-
pated in were calm and
responsible, and in sup-
port of the Syrian people
in the face of the daily
killings.”

Jumblatt reiterated his
earlier description of
events on the ground in
Syria, saying “genocide”
was occurring in some
parts of the country.

“It is within the rights of
Lebanese to express their
solidarity with the Syrian
towns and villages that
are being bombarded ev-
ery day .. and where the
people are facing a geno-
cide,” he said.
Meanwhile, the Britain’s
foreign secretary was
pleased with the out-
come of a meeting with
the PSP leader about the
events on the ground in
Syria.

“I had a useful meeting to-
day with Walid Jumblatt,
Lebanese Druze leader,
to discuss the situation
in Syria,” Hague posted
on his Twitter account.

A PSP statement said
Jumblatt had met Hague
in the presence of Lord
David Howell, Minister of
State at the Foreign Of-
fice, and that “they dis-
cussed developments in
the Arab and Middle East
region.”

Jumblatt draws fire from pro-Syrian ri-
vals over his criticism of Hafez Assad

BEIRUT: The tension be-
tween Walid Jumblatt
and his pro-Syrian crit-
ics continued Tuesday,
in the wake of the Druze
leader’s most recent com-
ments on the situation in
Syria and his criticism of
the late Hafez Assad.

Jumblatt’'s weekly article
in Al-Anbaa newspaper,
which was published
Tuesday, contained harsh
words about Assad’s ac-
tions and rise to power in
the 1960s and 1970s.

Jumblatt stated that As-
sad'’s treatment of the Pal-

French envoy to Syria

enters Lebano

F

French ambassador to Syria, Eric Chevallier, walks in the
garden of his fortified embassy in the capital Damascus
on March 2, 2012. AFP PHOTOIANWAR AMRO

BEIRUT: French Am-
bassador to Syria Eric
Chevallier entered Leba-
non Tuesday, Lebanese
security sources told The
Daily Star.

Chevallier’s convoy
crossed into the country
via the Masnaa border
crossing in the Bekaa at
around 2 p.m. and is on
its way to the Lebanese
capital via the Damas-
cus-Beirut road.

The French Embassy
in Lebanon confirmed
Chevallier’s entry into
the country.

“We can confirm that he
has crossed the border
and he is now on his way
to Beirut to catch a plane
to Paris,” a spokesper-
son at the French Em-
bassy in Beirut told The

Daily Star.

On March 2 President
Nicholas Sarkozy an-
nounced the closure of
the French Embassy in
Damascus, citing the
months-long crackdown
on protesters in the
country which the U.N.
says has claimed the
lives of over 1,000 peo-
ple, mostly civilian.

The announcement came
after reports that two re-
porters, one a French
national, had escaped
to Lebanon after being
trapped for days in the
besieged Syrian city of
Homs.

Chevalier returned to
Syria on Feb. 24 and was
involved in the consul-
tations to help free the
journalists.

estinian cause resembled
that of the Zionist move-
ment, noting that Assad
was responsible for the
arrest of Yasser Arafat by
the Syrian authorities.
Jumblatt’s rival, Tawhid
Party leader Wiam Wah-
hab, took exception to
Jumblatt’'s comments and
said the late Assad was
responsible for “support-
ing the Druze community
during the [1983] War of
the Mountain, and sup-
porting an election law [in
1992] that helped some
people who [Assad] said
were afraid in Lebanon.”
Wahhab was referring to
the first rounds of par-
liamentary polls after the
Civil War, when electoral
districting was catered to
the needs of Jumblatt.
Wahhab said it was
“shameful” for Jumblatt
to have made such com-
ments about a late politi-
cal leader.

Meanwhile, a leading
Baath Party official said
the rising level of criti-
cism of Syria in Lebanon
represented a violation of
the law and bilateral trea-
ties between Beirut and
Damascus.

A Sidon-based Salafist
sheikh organized a pro-
test Sunday against the
Syrian regime in Down-
town Beirut, alongside
a rival rally by the Baath
Party.

Baath official and Baal-
bek-Hermel MP Assem
Qanso urged leaders to
look into violations of
the 1989 Taif Accords,
“which stipulate that no
threat to the security and
stability of Syria should
be made from Lebanese
territory.”

In a statement, Qanso
said he wanted to issue
“the strongest possible
condemnation” of Sun-
day’s anti-Syrian protest,
which was facilitated by
the Lebanese authorities.
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Hariri urges Lebanese to seize the moment, modernize and democratize

BEIRUT: Former Prime Minister
Saad Hariri asked the Lebanese
to modernize their democracy
and strengthen dialogue be-
tween Muslims and Christians,
urging them to join the voices
of freedom in Syria and calling
President Bashar Assad’s gov-
ernment murderous.

“The Arab Spring offers the
Lebanese a golden opportunity
to modernize their democratic
experience and purge it of the
remnants of the sectarian war
and the policies of intimidation
and betting on outside forces,”
Hariri, the head of the Future
Movement, said in a televised
speech at his residence in Down-
town Beirut.

“All the Lebanese are concerned
with seizing this opportunity and
avoiding erroneous readings of
the Arab Spring’s path and espe-
cially the inevitable change tak-
ing place in Syria,” he added.

He also said that Lebanon over-
came divisions as a result of the
Israeli occupation and civil war
by returning to the formula of co-
existence between Muslims and
Christians.

“The Israeli and internal wars
have contributed, throughout
the past four decades, to chang-
ing the demographic face of
Lebanon, giving rise to regions
that are semi-pure on the level
of confession and religion,” he
said, adding that such an unfor-
tunate reality does not represent
the essence of the country.
Hariri, who has been in Paris
since April, urged the Lebanese
to bridge the sectarian divide in
their country maintained by for-
eign forces.

He spoke on the occasion of the
manifesto released by the Future
Movement, which was later read
by head of the Future Movement
Parliamentary bloc Fouad Sin-
iora.

“The Future Movement submits
this document as a contribution
to enrich dialogue between all
the parties supporting the Arab
peoples’ rights to democracy
and transfer of power,” he said.
“We add this document to the
other documents for a serious
dialogue to reach a hoped-for
unified national vision by the
components of the Lebanese
democratic society.”

During his speech, Hariri, one
of Assad’s staunchest critics,
described Assad’s regime as
a murderer and said Lebanese
were faced with two options: ei-
ther support the change in their
neighboring country or cover for
the practices of Assad’s govern-
ment.

“The Lebanese have the choice
to either join the blind regimes

and work on beautifying the ugly
criminal face of those regimes,
or join the free people in their de-
mand for freedom and justice,”
he said, but said that he believes
Lebanese would make the right
choice.

“There is a murderer called
Bashar Assad’s regime which
brazenly commits dozens of kill-
ings on a daily basis, document-
ed in video and audio all over
Syria,” Hariri said.

Assad has been under regional
and international pressure to end
his brutal crackdown on the near-
ly year-old uprising against his
rule as the U.N.’s recent estimate
places the number of deaths in
Syria at over 1,000 people, most
of them civilians.

Hariri also described certain
Lebanese parties’ wager on the
survival of Assad as unethical
and said: “No Lebanese is hon-
ored to have among his leaders
someone involved in providing
cover for the slaughter of the
Syrian people.”

The Future Movement along
with the March 14 coalition have
criticized Hezbollah’s support for
Assad and Prime Minister Najib
Mikati’s policy of disassociating
Lebanon from events in Syria.
Hariri also said that the Future
Movement is committed to build-
ing better societies in the Arab
world and Lebanon based on
freedom, justice and democracy.
“The Future Movement submits
this document as a contribution
to enrich dialogue between all
the parties supporting the Arab
peoples’ rights to democracy
and transfer of power,” he said.
Below is the full speech of Hariri
as provided by his press office:
“I address you while you while
you'’re in your house, the Center
house, in a spirit of moderation,
openness and love, the spirit that
we grew up with, and with which
we established a contract of loy-
alty to our country, Lebanon, to
its Arab identity and its cultural
message.

| address you with what you have
known of Martyr Prime Minister
Rafic Hariri, the martyr of mod-
eration, coexistence and national
unity, the martyr of the free inde-
pendent national decision, and
the vanguard of the Arab Spring
martyrs, the Spring of the second
Lebanese independence.

| address you in the spirit of the
National Pact that was created by
the first men of independence in
1943 and in the spirit of the Na-
tional Reconciliation Accord ap-
proved by the Lebanese in Taef,
that pulled Lebanon out from the
cycle of bloody civil conflict.

The Muslims in Lebanon are not
an independent political entity

that exists in itself, but rather a
pillar of the national equation, of
which the Christians constitute
the first half.

The meeting that we hold today,
and the draft document we are
preparing to release, reflect this
reality, and the national and no-
ble function for which you meet.

If the saying that Lebanon is
a country that soars with two
wings reflects the reality of a
common life between Muslims
and Christians, the challenges
facing this life require respon-
sible and courageous initiatives,
in the dimension of the one you
are taking, and with a vision that
keeps pace with the changes
around us.

The Arab Spring offers the Leba-
nese a golden opportunity to
modernize their democratic ex-
perience and purge it of the rem-
nants of the sectarian war and
the policies of intimidation and
betting on outside forces.

All the Lebanese are concerned
with seizing this opportunity and
avoiding erroneous readings of
the Arab Spring’s path and espe-
cially the inevitable change tak-
ing place in Syria.

There are blind political regimes,
hostage to the love of eternal
power, that choose to lead their
countries with counterfeit slo-
gans of overzealousness and
rejectionism in the service of the
unique party and the President-
Leader.

There are people that decided to
break the doors of the big prison
and lift their countries toward the
democratic process, to remove
from their eyes the cloud of ten
years of oppression, injustice
and tyranny, and to end forever
the time of eternal fear and abso-
lute obedience to the rulers and
their embalmed patrties.

Facing this scene, the Lebanese
have the choice to either join the
blind regimes and work on beau-
tifying the ugly criminal face of
those regimes, or join the free
people in their demand for free-
dom and justice.

I believe that the Lebanese peo-
ple in their democratic authen-
ticity will choose the path of the
free people.

This is what logic says, and
what’s in Lebanon’s interest.

If there are among the Lebanese
some who unfortunately believe
otherwise and insist on read-
ing the developments in Syria
through the eyes of the blind re-
gime, the least we can say about
this reading is that it is immoral.

There is a murderer called Bashar
Assad’s regime which brazenly
commits dozens of killings on a
daily basis, documented in video
and audio all over Syria.

There is a city called Homs
against which Bashar Assad has
launched a war that is no less
ferocious, vicious and cruel than
Israel’s wars against Lebanon
and Gaza.

There are squads of tanks and
Shabbiha besieging the cities
and villages, from Deraa to ldlib,
and from Bab Amr to Jisr al-
Shughour, depriving hundreds
of thousands of Syrian citizens
of water, food and medicine.
What kind of religion, ethics
and constitution allow all these
crimes? Where is the interest of
Lebanon in betting on a regime
drowning in the death fields that
it created?

This is an unethical bet and jus-
tification, and no Lebanese is
honored to have among his lead-
ers someone involved in provid-
ing cover for the slaughter of the
Syrian people.

The friends of the Syrian regime
in Lebanon must be aware of
this issue and realize that the
strength of fire and steel will not
be able to turn the clock back.
This regime can survive for sev-
eral weeks or months, but the
Syrian people will remain for-
ever.

This is the nature of life and his-
tory, and this is the will of the
people.

Our will in Lebanon is to live in
a united country that doesn’t
prefer one citizen over another,
and where no guarantee is given
by one sect to another, as the
only guarantee is given by the
State, which is responsible for
all citizens and for establishing
a balance of justice, freedom and
equality between all.

The value of Lebanon is that it is
the country of freedom, of equal-
ity between its sons, and the es-
sence of Lebanon is that it is the
country of the humanitarian mes-
sage and sustained dialogue be-
tween Muslims and Christians.
Democracy protects us all. It is
our guarantee for coexistence
in the face of fragmentation, for
unity in the face of division and
for dialogue in the face of intol-
erance.

I am confident that, in this meet-
ing and through the document
that will be announced in it, you
will elevate yourselves to these
principles, to present the true
meaning of moderation, and to
announce, from your position of
national partnership with your
Lebanese brothers, that you are
not in a position to give guaran-
tees to any party or group, nei-
ther now or at any other time.
And that you are not in a position
to send messages to any party
that you are part of the larger
Arab Spring and betting to over-
turn the equations in this or that
direction.

We don’t give ourselves nor do

we accept that any other party
should give itself the right of tu-
telage regarding the equation of
coexistence in Lebanon. And just
as we refuse intimidation based
on weapons and outside allianc-
es to impose conditions on the
management of public affairs in
the country, we refuse all kinds
of intimidation based on the
power of the majority to impose
any kind of guardianship on the
national and political life.

| announced a few days ago
that we in Lebanon see the Arab
Spring as a historic moment of
democratic awareness that rep-
resents in itself the guarantee
for all Arab groups regardless of
their sectarian, religious, politi-
cal or ideological affiliations.

If there is a message to send
from Lebanon to the Arab Spring,
it would be that of unity, justice,
coexistence and recognition of
the other. It is the message of
Jesus Christ, the message of

peace.
It is the message of the Holy
Quran: “O mankind! We cre-

ated you from a single soul, male
and female, and made you into
nations and tribes, so that you
may come to know one another.
Truly, the most honored of you
in God’s sight is the greatest of
you in piety. God is All-Knowing,
All-Aware.

The formula of coexistence be-
tween Muslims and Christians
is the result of a deep human,
intellectual and spiritual effort
based on the power of equality,
the freedom of speech, belief,
and faith, the culture of national
peace and recognition of others,
and refraining from all kinds of
enforcement policies.

If Israel’s existence at the ex-
pense of the people of Palestine
has rocked the pillars of coex-
istence and manipulated it for
many years, we still emphasize
that we are owners of a great
legacy of coexistence, not only
in Lebanon, but also in most
countries of the Arab world, and
the Orient in particular, because
these countries would not have
ended the eras of colonialism
without a national will that was
produced by Muslim and Chris-
tian leaders, symbols and elites.
This is the real history of the
national movements in Egypt,
Iraq, Syria, Palestine and Jordan.
Lebanon, which was divided as a
result of the Israeli and internal
wars, found that the only way
to survive is to return to coex-
istence between Muslims and
Christians.

The Israeli and internal wars
have contributed, throughout
the past four decades, to chang-
ing the demographic face of
Lebanon, giving rise to regions
that are semi-pure on the level
of confession and religion, built
on the ruins of a long experience

of confessional amalgamation
and common national life. This
unfortunate reality doesn’t rep-
resent the essence of Lebanon
and its humanitarian and historic
reality, and should not remain to
burden the future of the country.
The Lebanese are required -- just
as the country witnessed in the
year 2000 when the South and
West Bekaa were liberated from
the Israeli occupation, and then
on March 14, 2005 -- to break
this cycle and recreate national
areas of convergence that are
not controlled by political and
security intimidation, and not re-
lated to external agendas.

Our meeting today is the result
of this national will which was
experienced by Premier Rafik
Hariri. It is also a step in the
direction of sound thinking to-
wards responsible initiatives
that would prepare the country
to face the era and its require-
ments.

We highly appreciate the con-
tributions of our allies in March
14 through the stances and
documents that mirror the Arab
Spring. First and foremost, the
charter of President Amin Ge-
mayel, the positions of Samir
Geagea, the Christian document
of the Gathering of the Lady of
the Mountain, the distinctive
statement of the intellectuals of
the South, and the stances of the
national figures.

These initiatives reflect a great
commitment to the Arab Spring
and its issues in building a so-
ciety of freedom, justice and de-
mocracy.

The Future Movement submits
this document as a contribution
to enrich dialogue between all
the parties supporting the Arab
people’s rights to democracy
and transfer of power.

We add this document to the
other documents for a serious
dialogue to reach a hoped-for
unified national vision by the
components of the Lebanese
democratic society.

Nobody can claim to have pre-
dicted what is happening in the
Arab world and what is happen-
ing in Syria in particular. The
regimes expected their people
to drown in seas of despair and
fear, but the heroic struggle of
the Syrian people provided con-
clusive evidence of the collapse
of this bet.

Syria is moving toward freedom
by the will of its people and the
sacrifices of thousands of mar-
tyrs and detainees who are be-
ing thrown in the big prison.

It is freedom that draws a
straight line of change, progress
and democratic life, between the
Lebanese, the Arab Spring and
the Syrian spring.

Long live the Arab spring, long
live Lebanon.
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Charbel says no decision to close
border with Syria

Interior Minister Marwan Charbel is seen during pro- and anti-
Assad rallies at Martyrs’ Square in Beirut, Lebanon, Sunday,
March 4, 2012. (The Daily StariHasan Shaaban)

BEIRUT: Interior Minis-
ter Marwan Charbel said
Thursday that partially
closing the border with
Syria is a possibility, but
that no decision to do so
has been made.

“Closing the [northern]
border near Arida to the
[eastern] Masnaa border
is within the realm of pos-
sibility, though closing it
the way we would want to
is very difficult,” Charbel
told Kataeb-lead Voice of
Lebanon Radio Station.
“There is no decision
to close the border with
Syria, especially since
there are Syrians coming
in with their families,” he
added.

Events in Syria, which has
been roiled by a year-long
confrontation  between
President Bashar Assad’s
regime and its opponents,
have had consequences
on Lebanon. Several at-
tempts to smuggle arms
into Syria have been
thwarted. According to
security sources, Leba-
nese authorities arrested
a number of Free Syrian
Army members Sunday,
although the Lebanese
Army has yet to issue an
official statement on the
matter.

Syria has repeatedly
urged Lebanon to control
the poorly demarcated
border between the two
countries and prevent
arms smuggling. Since
the uprising against Syr-
ian President Bashar As-
sad began in mid-March
of last year, both the Syr-

ian and Lebanese armies
have strengthened their
presence along the bor-
der.

Foreign and local media
reports have stated that
armed defectors from the
Syrian army have taken
refuge in the Wadi Khaled
region of north Lebanon,
prompting the Lebanese
army to conduct patrols
in the area.

In his interview, the inte-
rior minister also talked
about Thursday’s expect-
ed meeting of the Higher
Defense Council, saying
that many proposals will
be discussed in a bid to
better monitor and con-
trol the border.

“The Higher Defense
Council will address the
issue of armed men com-
ing from Syria and vice
versa,” he said, adding
that the meeting is crucial
to tackling issues con-
cerning the security of
Lebanon.

Charbel also reassured
his listeners that Syrian
refugees were still wel-
come in Lebanon, saying:
“As for the displaced, our
hospitals are still open to
them and they are being
treated.”

There are now over 1,000
Syrian refugees regis-
tered with the U.N. High
Commission for Refu-
gees and the Higher Re-
lief Council in northern
Lebanon, according to
the latest weekly report
from the U.N. body. There
are also several thousand
unregistered refugees.

Syria’s deputy oil minister defects

from Assad

AMMAN: Syrian Deputy
Oil Minister Abdo Hus-
sameldin has announced
his defection on YouTube,
becoming the first high-
ranking civilian official to
abandon President Bashar
al-Assad since the uprising
against his rule erupted a
year ago.

“I Abdo Hussameldin, dep-
uty oil and mineral wealth
minister in Syria, announce
my defection from the re-
gime, resignation from my
position and withdrawal
from the Baath Party,” Hus-
sameldin said in the video,
the authenticity of which
could not be immediately
confirmed.

“l join the revolution of this
dignified people,” he said
in the video uploaded on
Wednesday and seen early
on Thursday.

He said he had been in
government for 33 years
but did not want to end his
career “serving the crimes
of this regime”, adding: “I
have preferred to do what
is right although | know
that this regime will burn
my house and persecute
my family.”

Syrian security forces have
killed more than 1,500 ci-
vilians during the crack-
down on pro-democracy
protests, according to the
United Nations, and the
outside world has proved
powerless to halt the kill-
ing.

While saying very prelimi-
nary military planning was
under way, US. Defense
Secretary Leon Panetta on
Wednesday defended U.S.
caution in trying to end the
violence, despite criticism
from legislators who ques-
tioned how many people
would have to die before
the Obama administration
used force.

UN. humanitarian chief
Valerie Amos saw a scene
of devastation and near
desertion on Wednesday
when she visited the Baba
Amr district of the city of
Homs that was shelled by
the military for nearly a

month after becoming a
rebel holdout.

Hussameldin said: “l say
to this regime: you have
inflicted on those who you
claim are your people a
whole year of sorrow and
sadness, denying them ba-
sic life and humanity and
driving Syria to the edge of
the abyss.”

Assad appointed Hussa-
meldin, 58, to his current
position through a presi-
dential decree in 2009. He
said the country’s econ-
omy was “near collapse”.
There was no mention of
the defection on Syrian
state media.

Wearing a suit and tie, Hus-
sameldin looked relaxed as
he looked directly into the
camera in a tight head and
shoulders shot, appearing
to read from a prepared
statement on his lap as he
sat on a dark grey chair
against a yellow back-
ground.

Opposition sources say the
government, controlled by
Assad’s minority Alawite
sect that has dominated
power in Syria for the past
five decades, has effec-
tively stopped functioning
in provinces that have been
at the forefront of the upris-
ing, such as Homs and the
northwest province of Idlib.
But public defections have
remained rare among the
civilian branches of the
state, despite thousands of
the mostly Sunni soldiers
and conscripts who make
the bulk of the army de-
serting since the uprising
broke out last March.

A convoy from the Inter-
national Committee of the
Red Cross has been unable
to enter Baba Amr since ar-
riving in Homs on Friday, a
day after the district fell to
the Syrian military.

U.S. Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton said delays in
aid were unacceptable and
called on Syria to respect
a pledge last November to
withdraw its forces, release
political prisoners and al-
low peaceful protests.

Franjieh fears Syrian
humanitarian corridors
a plot against Lebanon

Marada Movement leader Suleiman Franjieh. (ArchivelThe
Daily Star)

BEIRUT: Marada Move-
ment leader MP Suleiman
Franjieh has expressed
concern that a shadowy
plot is behind the creation
of humanitarian corridors
in Syria.

“A hundred Fatah al-Is-
lam members have been
brought to the north; and
under the pretext of hu-
manitarian corridors and
support for the [Syrian]
opposition I’'m afraid that
something dangerous is
being prepared for Leba-
non,” Franjieh said during
a Tuesday late night talk
show on OTV.

“In terms of security, cer-
tain areas in Lebanon are
calm whereas concerns
mount over other areas,”
Franjieh said, adding that
the atmosphere in Leba-
non was being made to go
from bad to worse.

“Im afraid Lebanon is
headed toward a crisis,”
Franjieh warned, while
stressing that the conflict
in the Middle East is sec-
tarian-based.

He said the war on Syria
is being staged under the
slogan of democracy and
freedom, whereas in reali-
ty it is intended to weaken
the Iranian regime.

“If the situation did change

in Syria from that of a sec-
ular to a sectarian regime,
this would automatically
affect Lebanon, the politi-
cal map in Lebanon and
the minorities in the re-
gion,” Franjieh added.

“A spirit of sectarianism,
not secularism, prevails
over the revolution in
Syria, and no matter how
much they try to reassure
us, we [Christians] want to
be protected by the [Syr-
ian] state and the regime
and not by the people,”
he stressed, pointing to
events in Iraq that have
led Iraqi Christians to flee
their country en masse.
Franjieh, a close ally of
Syrian President Bashar
Assad, criticized Future
Movement head Saad
Hariri and other political
leaders in Lebanon for
backing the Syrian oppo-
sition.

He pointed to the divide
between the Future Move-
ment-led March 14 coali-
tion and the Hezbollah-led
March 8 alliance.

“But there is only one
Lebanon in which we all
live,” he said. “We should
be wise at this stage and
work for the interest of
Lebanon and not our per-
sonal interests.”




Page 36

Saturday 10 March 2012

the middle east

JEEEN

YoAY T ¢ Caall

Y1 dodua

News Aust

Premier Barry O’Farrell spikes Lord Mayor Clover Moore’s city-of-bikes strategy

THE Sydney CBD’s contro-
versial network of bike paths
has hit a major road block -
Premier Barry O’Farrell.
Declaring war on Lord Mayor
Clover Moore, Mr O’Farrell
announce on Wednesday
new laws that will take away
Ms Moore’s transport and
traffic planning powers.
Under the changes, a joint
state government-City of
Sydney committee will man-
age the city’s transport is-
sues.

The move comes after it
was revealed on tuesday
Ms Moore was planning to
make on-street parking as
expensive as commercial
carparks and hoped to turn
dozens of parking bays into
bike racks.

“There will be no extension
of bike lanes, no change to
traffic routes unless it goes
through this committee on
which the government has
four nominees,” the Premier
said.

“The Sydney CBD is too im-
portant to be held hostage to
the political constituency of
Clover Moore. It’s very clear
Clover Moore’s pitch for
re-election is built around
more bike lanes and mak-
ing the CBD as unfriendly
to cars as possible. That is
why we have decided to act
in the best interests of wider
Sydney.”

The committee will have
four representatives from
the government, includ-
ing the transport ministry
director-general, as well as
three representatives from
council.

Asked what he would do
if Ms Moore did not fill the
council spots, the Premier
said the committee would
operate with only the gov-
ernment’s nominees.

Mr O’Farrell said the gov-
ernment was taking action
on behalf of CBD workers,
businesses, residents and
visitors to “ensure major
transport decisions are
properly co-ordinated be-
tween the NSW government
and City of Sydney Coun-
cil”.

The Premier said the gov-
ernment was in disagree-
ment with the council on
speed limits and car access

to the CBD, the provision of
layover space for buses, the
extension of the network of
bikeways and the extension
of low-speed shared zones.
“The lord mayor’s vision of
the CBD is at odds with Syd-
ney’s position as a global
city,” Mr O’Farrell said.

The Central Sydney Traffic
and Transport Committee
would be responsible for
“co-ordinating plans and
policies for public transport
and traffic within central
Sydney and making deci-
sions on major transport
issues”.

“Sydney is Australia’s only
global city and the CBD
deserves a first rate and
properly functioning roads
and transport system,” Mr

O’Farrell said. “Transport
issues in the Sydney CBD
have a far broader impact on
the state’s economic activ-
ity. We need to ensure both
levels of government work-
ing together to deliver the
best results for the state’s
economy.

“I've come to the conclusion
that the only way to ensure
this is to establish a legal
framework that requires co-
ordination between the state
and the council, modelled
on the successful Central
Sydney Planning Commit-
tee.”

Mr O’Farrell said the com-
mittee would “for the first
time, bring all traffic and
transport decision-making
under the one umbrella”.

More towns threatened as
Wagga safe

HUNDREDS of people have
been evacuated from homes
in the Riverina on wednes-
day morning, as Wagga
Wagga “dodges a bullet” af-
ter the river fails to reach the
predicted peak.

The Murrumbidgee River
peaked at 10.56m on Tues-
day night, just below the
forecast 10.90m peak and
just millimetres below the
level that would have put
dangerous strain on Wagga
Wagga’s levee.

It held strong, sparing more
than 3000 CBD properties
from floods.

As dawn broke over NSW’s
largest inland city, river lev-
els were falling.

“The river has peaked and
the task now for us is to try
and get people back in their
homes,” State Emergency
Service (SES) deputy com-
missioner Dieter Geske told
the Seven Network.

Federal MP for the Riverina
Michael McCormack told the
ABC’s Lateline program last
night: “Certainly a sense of
relief has overcome Wagga
tonight because it looks as
though we’ve dodged a bul-
let.”

But elsewhere the drama
was just beginning.

More than 600 people were
evacuated from 200 proper-
ties in Griffith, nearby North

Yenda and Beelbangera.
Forbes, in NSW’s central
west, also remains a major
concern for authorities, with
authorities on high alert for
more flooding.

Prime Minister Julia Gillard
will visit Wagga Wagga to-
day to see damage caused
by the floods.

NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell
said it will be weeks or
months before the real cost
of the crisis is known, but
said it will take at least half a
billion dollars to repair state
roads damaged by flooding.
“What Julia Gillard will see
today is the devastation
caused by these floods,” he
told Macquarie Radio Net-
work.

Wagga Wagga mayor Kerry
Pascoe told the Seven Net-
work he was glad to see the
integrity of the levee had
held.

He said the river height was
approximately 10m this
morning.

“l hope that over the next
few hours it starts dropping
a little bit faster than what it
has been overnight,” Mr Pas-
coe added.

“One hundred and 80 to 200
houses went under over the
last couple of days.

“That’ll be a big ask to clean
all that up and get people
back in their houses.”

Burqga wearers need face-to-face witness
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Case fallout ... Muslim woman Carnita Matthews / Pic: Nathan Klein Klein Nathan Source:

The Daily Telegraph

LAWYERS and JPs will
have to ask women wear-
ing burqas to show their
faces before witnessing
their signatures under
tough new state laws.

The moveto “burga-proof”
identity checks follows
a public outcry following
last year’s controversial
Carnita Matthews case.
Ms Matthews, a Muslim,
had her conviction over-
turned for knowingly mak-
ing a false statement ac-
cusing a police officer of
racism because the pros-
ecution could not prove
that she had signed the
statement.

The 23-year-old JP who
witnessed the signature
of a woman wearing a full
black nigab had assumed
it was Ms Matthews but
had not asked her to show
her face.

Attorney-General Greg
Smith said the case
highlighted the need

for change and the new
laws, to begin on April 30,
would minimise the risk of
fraud.

“They will require autho-
rised withesses, such as
JPs and lawyers, to see a
person’s face and confirm
their identity before sign-
ing their statutory dec-
laration or affidavit,” Mr
Smith said.

The new laws cover the
witnessing of legally bind-
ing documents including
statutory declarations
and affidavits and include
all face coverings includ-
ing motorcycle helmets,
masks, veils, scarves,
niqabs and balaclavas.
The JP or lawyer will also
have to certify in writing on
the documents that they
have seen the person’s
face and have confirmed
their identity through
documents including a
driver’s licence. They face
a fine of $220 for lying. “If
a person is wearing a face
covering, an authorised
witness should politely
and respectfully ask them
to show their face,” Mr
Smith said.

“The person would only
be required to show their
face for as long as it is
necessary to establish
identity and in some cas-
es this will not require the
full removal of a head cov-
ering.”

If the person refuses to
show their face without a
legitimate medical reason,
the JP or lawyer must re-
fuse to witness their sig-
nature.

Muslim community
spokesman Keysar Trad
said it was important to
verify identity and most

women would be happy to
temporarily remove their
face covering.

“As long as it is not
abused, nobody should
have a problem,” he said.
“If a lady is worried they
can go to a female JP.”

It is the latest fallout from
the case involving Ms
Matthews. It has already
led to changes to traffic
laws, under which a driver
who refuses to show their
face can be jailed for up to
a year or fined $5500.
After Ms Matthews, 48,
was pulled over last year,
a complaint purportedly
signed by her was handed
in to Campbelltown Police
Station accusing the traf-
fic officer of racism and
of trying to rip away her
full-face niqab, similar to
a burqga.

The officer on duty had
not asked to see the per-
son’s face and the JP who
had witnessed the signa-
ture “C. Matthews” on the
complaint had “assumed”
it was Ms Matthews.
When charged with know-
ingly making a false
complaint, Ms Matthews
pleaded not guilty. She
said it wasn’t her signa-
ture on the document. She
was convicted in the local
court but that conviction
was later quashed.




Page 37

Saturday 10 March 2012

the middie east

JEEEN

YT T ¢ sl

YV iodua

News

Wild weather swamps Sydney and south
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DT News. iPhone Photo. MUST CREDIT: Pic: Stephen Cooper. Flash Flooding at Drummoyne
Picture: Stephen Cooper Source: The Daily Telegraph

Motorists drive through a flooded Pyrmont Street, Darling Harbour. Picture: Michael Franchi
Source: The Daily Telegraph

SYDNEY traffic and public
transport are in chaos after
one of the worst flash floods
in a decade caused major
road and train shut downs.
Motorists are being told to
stay off the roads as the ma-
jor arteries are either com-
pletely flooded, blocked or
gridlocked.

There are delays at Sydney
Airport, major bus delays
across Sydney’s major har-
bour crossings and cars
trapped in flash floods across
the city.

Transport Management Cen-
tre staff say it is the worst
flash flooding in the morning
peak in a decade, causing a
number of train lines to also
shut down.

“It is quite chaotic - there
are delays across the entire
public transport and road net-
work,” said TMC spokewom-
an Rebecca Walsh.

“Our senior staff say it is the
most extreme weather they
have witnessed in a decade.

“It has just happened so
quickly and now everything is
in chaos.”

She said many motorists
choose to drive to work when
it rains.

“People don’t like taking pub-
lic transport in this weather,
and that has made it worse
- there are significant delays
because of that.”
The TMC said trains have
been suspended on the Olym-
pic Park Line between Lid-
combe and Olympic Park in
both directions due to heavy
rainfall which has closed the
line at Olympic Park.
Buses have been arranged to
convey customers between
Lidcombe and Olympic Park
and return. Sydney Buses are
recognising tickets for travel
in both directions between
Strathfield and Olympic Park.
“Additionally commuters
are advised to expect signifi-
cant delays across the entire
public transport network
this morning due to the wet
weather,” she said.
Australian Traffic Network op-
erations manager lan Wallace
said it was the worst morning
of traffic he’d seen since the
1980s.
“It has been chaotic since
5:30am this morning,” Mr
Wallace told The Daily Tele-
graph.
“I've been doing this for 30
years and it is the worst | have

ever seen, Sydney is having
an absolute shocker.”

“It started with the southwest
at 5:30am at Campbelltown
and around Leppington and
Douglas Park.

“Now we’ve got cars flooded
on the Hume Highway at War-
wick Farm across the road
from the racecourse.

“The water is up to the win-
dows, it is incredible, just
amazing.”

There have also been land-
slides and water over the
roads in all corners of the
city.

“There is water over the roads
- itis a standstill around St Pe-
ters, Mascot, Alexandria, Syd-
ney Park Road and Tempe.”
“And the M5 is is knackered
in both directions between
Bexley North and Liverpool.”
The NRMA said the traffic and
flood chaos had caused two
to three hour delays for all its
patrol vehicles.

“Patrols have attended to
1,000 breakdowns this morn-
ing, that is more than double

the usual number,” NRMA
spokesman Peter Khoury
said.

“We are currently attending
250 breakdowns each hour.

Delays are caused not only
by the flash flooding but also
the significant road closures
across Sydney.”

He said the emergency call-
outs are being given priority.
“We have already attended a
baby locked in a car at Hurst-
ville this morning, we man-
aged to get there within in ten
minutes,” Mr Khoury said.

“If you are at home and your
car is flooded, please call us
but our priority will be the
cars out on the road in need
of immediate attention.”

The NRMA has put on extra
staff and patrol vehicles to
deal with the load of drivers
needing assistance.

Abbott pledges
refugee women

boost

A COALITION government
would give protection vi-
sas to at least 1000 at-risk
refugee women and their
dependants every year,
Opposition Leader Tony
Abbott says.

Mr Abbott made the an-
nouncement to coin-
cide with International
Women>s Day.

“Women at risk and their
dependants waiting in
camps and other desper-
ate places offshore are
among the most vulner-
able of all who seek a bet-
ter life in Australia,” he
said in a statement.

“They have neither the
means nor the opportuni-
ty to escape their circum-
stances.”

Mr Abbott said the annual
intake of women at risk
had fallen from almost
1000 in 2005/06 to 759 vi-
sas in 2010/11.

The Coalition would re-
serve at least 11,000 plac-
es for offshore applicants
under Australia>s annual
humanitarian intake of
13,750 people.

“Our policies will ensure
Australia’s refugee and
humanitarian resettlement
program provides hope to
the most vulnerable,” he
said.

Stephen Smith must say sorry to
academy chief over Skype scandal,
says Tony Abbott

TONY Abbott has demanded
Julia Gillard apologise to
Australian Defence Force
Academy commandant
Bruce Kafer if her defence
minister continues to refuse
to do so.

The Opposition Leader to-
day said there was nothing
fundamentally wrong with
defence culture as he de-
clared that Stephen Smith
had “comprehensively mis-
handled” the Skype sex
scandal.

The Defence Minister re-
mains unrepentant over his
criticisms last year of Com-
modore Kafer, who has been
exonerated over his han-
dling of abuse allegations at
ADFA.

“I think there should be an

apology to Commodore
Kafer,” Mr Abbott said on
thursday.

“It should be immediate, it
should be unreserved and it
should be unqualified.

“It should be made by minis-
ter Smith now, and if minis-
ter Smith lacks the decency
and the humility to do it, the
Prime Minister should do it.”
Despite a wave of abuse alle-
gations and a fresh commit-
ment by the ADF to stamp
out bad behaviour, Mr Ab-
bott said the nation>s fight-
ing men and women repre-
sented “the best of us, not
the worst of us”.

“I have to say that | am very
reluctant to conclude that
there is anything fundamen-
tally wrong with Defence
culture,” he said.

“I>d like to think that defence
personnel represent the best
of us, not the worst of us.

“I think we should support
them and work with them
to make our defence forces
everything that people in
the tradition of the ANZACs
should be.”

Commodore Kafer was
stood aside over the Skype
sex scandal in April last
year but was cleared by the
Kirkham inquiry yesterday
and will return to his post on
thursday or friday.

Mr Smith today again de-
clined to express confi-
dence in Commodore Kafer
and would not offer an apol-

ogy over his criticism of the
ADFA chief>s conduct fol-
lowing the female cadet>s
allegations.

“l don>t resile from the views
| expressed,” Mr Smith told
ABC Radio.

He said the decision to re-
turn Commodore Kafer to
his role was one for the Chief
of the Defence Force and he
accepted that decision.
Retired Major General Jim
Molan said it was “quite
silly” of Mr Smith to stand
by his attack last year on
Commodore Kafer, despite
the academy head>s exon-
eration.

He said he was disappointed
by Mr Smith>s performance
in the role, saying he had
failed to live up to the high
standards set by the Chief of
the Defence Force General
David Hurley and Defence
Department secretary Dun-
can Lewis.

“I reckon that the Australian
public deserve better than
what we saw yesterday,”
Major General Molan told
ABC radio.

“We need a defence minister
that can run the department
that is the equivalent of the
two men of great integrity
and achievement that were
standing beside him.”

Neil James, from the Aus-
tralia Defence Association,
said the minister>s criticism
of Commodore Kafer was
driven by political motives.
“It>s no secret that Stephen
Smith hopes to lead the La-
bor Party at some stage,” he
told ABC Radio.

“And this was an issue, par-
ticularly from a man reputed
not to be popular among
female voters, that would
make him look good.”

The scandal broke after a
female cadet, known only as
Kate, alleged she had been
filmed on Skype having sex
with another cadet in March
2011 while others watched
in a nearby room.

At the time Mr Smith labelled
as “stupid” Commodore
Kafer>s decision to proceed
with unrelated disciplinary
charges against the female
cadet at the height of the
scandal.




Page 38

Saturday 10 March 2012

the middie east

JEEEN

YoOAY T ¢ Caall

YA dniua

Aust News

Premier Barry O’Farrell spikes Lord Mayor Clover Moore’s city-of-bikes strategy

Stephen Smith, pictured today with Chief of Defence Force General David Hurley, and Duncan
Lewis, Secretary of Deptartment of Defence. Picture: Ray Strange Source: The Daily Telegraph

Commodore Bruce Kafer has been cleared of mismanaging the Skype sex scandal. Pic-
ture: Graham Crouch Source: The Daily Telegraph

THE blokey and closed
culture of Australia>s mili-
tary will be challenged fol-
lowing the release of frank
and damning reports into
the Defence Force Acad-
emy.

The Defence Force has
been jolted by a top-lev-
el assessment of poor
“short-falls in perfor-
mance” and the under-
stated conclusion that:
“We are not uniformly
good”.

Consumption of alco-
hol by military people is
“deeply embedded” and
action has been taken to
increase prices of drinks
available to cadets in
academies.

The Defence Force will at-
tempt to leave one of its
most notorious incidents
behind it with the rein-
statement of the Defence
Academy commandant
who was stood down after
claims he mismanaged the
Skype sex scandal.
Commodore Bruce Kafer,
who was forced to take
other duties for almost 12

months, will return to his
post this week.

Defence Minister Stephen
Smith released six reports
covering a range of as-
pects of military culture,
including alcohol con-
sumption and use of so-
cial media.

An independent examina-
tion of about 1000 abuse
claims - from both men
and women, dating back
60 years - found 775 “plau-
sible” sexual abuse claims
that should be acted on.

A future report will con-
sider responses ranging
from compensation for
victims and a royal com-
mission inquiry.

Mr  Smith  highlighted
one report, Pathways to
Change, which he called
“a frank and sober as-
sessment of the past” and
a “positive way forward”.
It was prepared by
Australia>s top soldier,
Defence Chief David Hur-
ley, and Defence Depart-
ment secretary Duncan
Lewis.

“Recent events remind

us that we need to en-
sure that our people dis-
play exemplary behaviour
commensurate with the
nation’s expectations, in
and out of uniform, on and
off duty,” the report said.
“It is all too apparent
that we are not uniformly
good. We do not consis-
tently meet these high
standards and more wor-
ryingly our culture has
tolerated short-falls in
performance.

“We cannot be entirely
satisfied with all aspects
of our current culture..
“Some people
ranks do not live by the
strong values readily ac-
cepted by the majority of
our people.”

The official inquiry into
the Skype sex scandal has
caused some embarrass-
ment by rejecting a range
of allegations against
Commodore Kafer, in-
cluding that he did not of-
fer counselling to a female
cadet who had reported
being sexually humiliated
by male colleagues.

in our

It is alleged that an 18-
year-old female cadet was
filmed having sex last
March and that the foot-
age was sent via Skype
to six other cadets in a
nearby room.

Criminal charges against
two cadets are still being
considered.

The female cadet went
public with her allega-
tions in April, which led to
Mr Smith making critical
comments about Commo-
dore Kafer>s response, in
particular his decision to
proceed with two minor
unrelated disciplinary ac-
tions against the woman.
Andrew Kirkham QC was
asked to investigate the
management of the inci-
dent by senior academy
officers and gave his re-
port to Mr Smith in De-
cember.

Mr Kirkham rejected al-
legations in news reports
that Commodore Kafer
had ordered or advised
the female cadet to “apol-
ogise to cadets in her di-
vision for having gone to
the media”.

He found the woman had
been offered counselling
by the academy.

And the investigation
also rejected claims the
woman had been verbal-
ly abused by a sergeant
and by other by cadets. It
found that her room had
not been plastered with
shaving cream.

The report also found
Commodore Kafer was
justified in proceeding
with unrelated disciplin-
ary charges against the
female cadet.

However, Mr Smith main-
tained his criticism of
Commodore Kafer. “The
inquiry also found that it
would have been a rea-
sonable course of action
to not commence and
conclude the disciplinary
proceedings.”

He said it was not correct
to take action that could
reflect on the character of
a person claiming to have
been sexually abused.

MOREFLASHINGLIGHTS
INSTALLED IN THE EAST
HILLS ELECTORATE

"

T

Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes MP to-
day announced flashing
lights will be installed at
five schools within the
Electorate to increase
school zone pedestrian
safety.

“I’'m very pleased to an-
nounce that Georges

River Grammar, Pad-
stow North Public,
Tower Street Public,

St Luke>s Catholic Pri-
mary and Revesby Pub-
lic schools will be the
next to receive flash-
ing lights by the end
of June 2012,” Glenn
Brookes said.

“The new lights are part
of the NSW Govern-
ment’s next round of
installations in its $13
million election com-
mitment to fast track
the installation of flash-
ing lights.”

The NSW Government
has committed the ad-
ditional $13 million to
deliver flashing lights
to an additional 540
school zones over four
years.

“Flashing lights slow
motorists down around
schools and warn them
they are approaching a
school — this is great
news for those five
schools.

“The lights will be in-
stalled on Georges
Crescent, Watson Road,
Tower Street, Beacons-
field Street and Doyle
Road and will oper-
ate automatically be-
tween 8am and 9.30am

and 2.30pm and 4pm
on school days during
term time,” Mr. Brookes
said.

The lights operate auto-
matically when school
zone speed limits are
in force and increase
drivers’ awareness of
school zones.

Flashing lights are
linked to a central com-
puter system which op-
erates lights across the
state.

The lights use LED
(light-emitting  diode)
technology which pro-
vides brighter light
and is more energy ef-
ficient.

Trials of flashing lights
have found flashing
lights helped to slow
motorists by an aver-
age of seven kilometres
an hour when they enter
a school zone.

By the end of June
2012 there will be more
than 820 flashing light
school zones across
the state covering more
than 990 schools.

This is more than a quar-
ter of all the schools in
NSW.

The full list of installed
sites is available on the
Roads and Maritime

Services (RMS) web-
site, and is regularly
updated.

Flashing lights are one
component of the NSW
Government’s school
road safety program.
Other measures include
marked foot crossings,
dragon’s teeth mark-
ings, traffic lights, pe-
destrian refuges and an
extensive school road
safety education pro-
gram.

RMS will contact local
residents and schools
affected by the installa-
tion of the lights.
Media: Geoffrey Grasso
0421 778 671
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Open7Days
10am - 8pm He Removes Black Magic, Evil effects, Voodoo, Obiya & Etc.

100% Guaranteed Resuits

Call for appointments
with spiritual healer:

For the first time in Melbourne

He will help in all problems and work
with God and holy spirit

Sugestion and Solutions like:

Love, Marriage, Education, lucky number, Career, Sickness,
Husband & Wife Problems, Business, Children Mistakes,
Sexual Problems, Family Problems, Court cases, Divorces,
Immigration, Depression, Evil Effects and etc..

Private &
Confidential

0470459561

199 Carinish Road, Clayton, Victoria 3168
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