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4iig Wlea IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we’re always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS lad
& Security

(e

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of o .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be 2 s ‘-"G
suitable to join our team you must: “ e
e Hold a first Aid certificate ot A'.hd'd
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &' ﬂS—ﬂ?‘?
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s .
e Speak fluent English J : ‘3 o>
e Have excellent presentation MY‘ Mbﬁ"
e Bereliable 5 e .
We have the following security positions available; )h”".’ Mlﬁ"
Crowd Control - e
(Events) Aud e
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions kkk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions e & e .
available. Y] oy
Previous Applicants need not apply 19194
No recruitment companies ey
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S ..Jna-ﬂ ‘“,i a2
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jalald B Buiay
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_
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Extra Care
Hair Spray
1 400g Bonus
4 Mousse OR
{Lacquer 400g
/ Bonus

. lacquer

at your local

pharmacy

ChapStick$
Lip
Conditioner
Stick SPF 15
s OR Strawberry
: Lip Balm
SPF15

§Atways read the label. Use only as directed.

&

NIGHTS

1 Please include proof of purchase & see in-store.  for
Name:

Product purchased:

a Kenwood kitch
| package’
Package includes Kenwood
Ta enter, simply purchase any of the edvertised pmducts @

medicine) and bring in this completed entry form for your cha

Pharmacy name:

Staff name:

333 GUILDFORD RD, GUILDFORD

TEL: 9632 6890

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone:

Suprem Essence
Cream 90mL $5.99 OR
Mini Wax Strips 20 $6.99

~ Linen Fresh 1.4kg

Total Effects
Touch of
Foundation
50g

L N R O

= .

\ 14K6 VALUE

PACK

Ultra Concentrate

Toothpaste
Triple Pack
2 x 90g

.................................

Men
Anti-Perspirant
Spray 150g
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1. Trying to make
other people hate or act
violently towards others
because of their culture,
ethnicity or background,
is against the law.

1) Trying isn’t against
the law, but making them
act violently is.

2) Itis correct

3) Itis only illegal to act
violently, not trying, or
making other people to
do so.

4) It is correct, except
in cases of cultures or
ethnicities not officially
approved in Australia.

2. What is the biggest
annual public event in
Australia?

1) Australia Day

2) Christmas Day

3) New Years Day

4) Anzac Day
3.Whendidthe European
settlement start?

1) When the first 11
convict ships arrived on
26 January 1788
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2)In1901, whencolonies
became a confederation
3) In 1851, when gold
was  discovered in
New South Wales and
Victoria
4)In1788,whenAustralia
was discovered

4. The Capital of South
Australia is

1) Darwin

2) Brishane

3) Adelaide

4) Hobart

5. What colour on the
Australian  Aboriginal
Flag represents the
earth?

1) Red

2) Yellow

3) White

4) Black

dme Gl
Correct answers:

| Question1: 2
Il Question2:1
[l Question 3: 1
IV Question 4 : 3
V Question 5: 1
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HBHOME

380 Lt

Refrigerator
Primera Series

NOW
$650

o Stalnless Steel Look refrigerator

e Multi Flow Cooling System

e Full No-Frost System

e Reversible doors

¢ Quick Freezer Compartment

e |nterior Light in both Fridge & Freezer

¢ Freezer Door Racks

° Eum|d|ty Controlled Vegetable Crisper
ins

e Twist Ice Trays and Storage Bin

e Nett Total Volume 380It

Square basin and wall mixers

NOW $85 EA

o With square wide lever handle.

o Solid brass construction with
chrome finish.

o Australian Standard, 4 star
water rating (6.9L/min).

o WELS approved.

o (Comes with 5 years
manufacturer’s warranty on
cartridge.

Calida Privacy Set
Complete
12 years warranty

RRP $73.00
NOW $48

RN

] &) 1

YooY daled VA Gl YY indua

“Building or Renovating
HB are people to see”

At il

e 900
Frameless
Shower

' Screen

NOW

_ $450
&

* 900mm x 900mm x 1950mm

¢ 10mm thick tempered glass
(toughen glass)

¢ |ncludes hinges, brackets,
‘’ handle, and 2 x corner
shelves.

e Complies with Australian
standard

¢ 12 months warranty

Solid Doors
RRP $480 NOW $210

Double Loaded 60 x 60
Porcelain Floor Tiles

FROM $14

O il 3195 | piigd & Hhone

Shadow Line Vanity
j 750mm

NOW
$240

¢ Finger Pull with
polyurethane cabinet
and ceramic top.

e Dimensions: 750mm
X 460mm x 540mm

Lex Toilet Suit

NOW
$250

e Available S or P Trap

e Soft Close Seat

¢ Back To Wall

e 4 5 Litre- 3 Litre Dual Flush
e 4 Star

Multi—furnction Shower Unit
i

,’ WAS-6490

NOW $290

¢ Square or Round

* Solid Brass Rail

e Australian Standard, 3 star
water rating

Laminate Timber
Flooring

NOW FROM $13

Jhﬂﬁ1g¢{ﬂéuﬁbuL}@M

A 19 by Cor) A guomd ASTHLee Lo g sl.q.t Adgrleile JS

el 19 3 yloxtld 19381y h 1 1959)
546-556 Woodville Rd, Guildford NSW 2161
Phone:: 02 8724 5900 Fax:: 02 8724 5911

Website:: www.hbhome.com.au Email:: sales@hbhome.com.au
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Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
they are our business.

Melbourne Q) g
TEM
@l i]
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (48 Secur ltY

reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. bl < ” p LQ AR
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . ) 9
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)ﬁ'.d"

excellence. R
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be ua“'\m‘ O'G
suitable to join our team you must:

e Hold a first Aid certificate w A*.d'd

e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘:“ pﬁblr

e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty Jk‘b C’hb\;’ LQ)-':-|9-I;| U.LC c_lLoAA." l . | ‘QAAJ

e Speak fluent English

¢ Have excellent presentation :\*’“ﬁ‘ :\ybm‘ O YslS lﬂ-‘)ﬁ M—‘ W;-Q-“

. Berelia.ble | ) | )hﬂiﬂ Mm‘ uh).QSJ‘ t_IL.L'Id.Q:I." L;én MLA:A}”
We have the foIlong%vzeg%rg%/rglosmons available; . S ” d)LI-O-“ 9 ‘—‘“3-0-“9 ‘—lLM-\-M-\é-Q-“ ).AS 3“

* *

(Events) Awdlie
+ ronceniae Joalt 1S g Aolalf (B ek ..t s B>
e Available 7 days/nights ot *

Static positions sksksk @3*" éﬂ RGLH 24/24 M

Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions wse & = o > o -
" available. | Aigig 55 @b )l et | @ iad Jhad ¥
Previous Applicants need not apply .
No recruitment companies

Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S "‘J'“'" ‘..’e a Tellrax: 03 939 1 0686
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jalad! @ s NMb:04 1794 9650

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au r

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961
Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
www.totospizzahouse.com 101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053
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BLUESTAR

logistics
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HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE

BRISBANE:

2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
Tek (03] 9308 0880 - Fax:{02) 9308 0506

ADELAIDE:

PERTH:

101 Beealedh Rd
Acaci Ridge, (O 4108
Tel: (07} 3344 1400
Farc (7] 3344 7500

(i Gearpe Strest
Green Fells, 54 7107
Tek: (0B} 8287 G862
Farc 08} 8357 0044

08 NicDowedl Sireet
Websipeal Wa 6106
Tel: (08) 2451 4766
Fi {08) 3431 &744

Email; blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.com.au

O g
‘,.d:d‘ bl.m 4.93)3 ke a)m: ‘,.d:a" p Y

gy CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
& Registered Migration Agent
) MARN; 1174229
7| FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
¢\ CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
_ ) Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal experts can assist
with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

G819 Dilaleatly dgladutly 7 19 )1 eul w0 gebed a9
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
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One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon
now In Australia
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World News

Time Hezbollah changes course - Hariri

Hariri speaks to the audience at BIEL via video link.

BEIRUT: Former Prime
Minister Saad Hariri called
on Hezbollah Tuesday to
begin steps to surrender
its arms to Lebanese au-
thorities in order to relieve
the Lebanese people of
the danger of violence.

He also vowed to prevent
any Sunni-Shiite strife as
a result of the 11-month-
old unrest in Syria.

Hariri warned that Hezbol-
lah’s refusal to hand over
the four party members
indicted in the 2005 killing
of his father, former Prime
Minister Rafik Hariri, would
implicate the entire party.
The speech by Hariri, who
was speaking from Paris
via satellite, was transmit-
ted on a giant screen at the
Beirut International Exhi-
bition and Leisure center
during a March 14 rally
held to commemorate the
seventh anniversary of his
father’s Kkilling.

Hariri told viewers that he
assumed  responsibility
for supporting the popu-
lar uprising in Syria that
demanded the ouster of
President Bashar Assad.
“We reiterate the call on
Hezbollah to start orga-
nizing its weapons to put
them at the disposal of the
state and relieve Lebanon
and all Lebanese of the
danger of violence, and
relieve the state of the
danger of collapse. Let
Hezbollah and all Leba-
nese work for the triumph
of the state and for Leba-
non to remain a pioneer
among Arabs in the Arab
Spring,” Hariri said, draw-
ing cheers from the au-

dience, which included
former President Amin
Gemayel and Lebanese
Forces leader Samir Gea-
gea, as well as lawmakers
from Hariri’s Future bloc
and the opposition March
14 coalition.

Addressing the rally, Ge-
mayel said the March 14
movement that had led to
the withdrawal of Syrian
troops from Lebanon in
April 2005 had inspired
the Arab peoples to fight
for freedom.

Criticizing Hezbollah’s
arms, Gemayel said: “Is
it logical to support the
Arab peoples’ bid to end
the domination of their re-
gimes’ arms while we keep
Lebanon’s people under
the authority of [Hezbol-
lah’s] arms?”

Geagea called for the de-
parture of Prime Minister
Najib Mikati’s Cabinet,
saying it was heading in
a direction contrary to the
normal democratic course
in the region. “It is a gov-
ernment of scandals, reek-
ing of gasoil and electrici-
ty deals and the tragedy of
[administrative] appoint-
ments,” he said. “This
government is in a state of
disarray. Only one thing is
required.: its departure.”

A letter read at the rally
from the Syrian National
Council, the restive coun-
try’s main opposition
group, promised to estab-
lish the best ties between
Syria and Lebanon once
the Assad regime had
been changed.

“The Assad regime will
ultimately collapse and

Syria will have the best re-
lations with Lebanon, rela-
tions based on brotherly
ties but not based on slo-
gans that the regime had
adopted,” said the letter
which was read by Faris
Soueid, coordinator of the
March 14 General Secre-
tariat.

Hariri, who could not at-
tend the rally because he
was recovering from sur-
gery after suffering mul-
tiple fractures in his leg
during a skiing accident in
France last month, under-
lined the need for the state
to have monopoly over the
use of arms.

“Israel is our enemy and a
danger to us all which we
should all face. Let us all
defend our country and
win within the confines of
the Lebanese state. But
when the weapons, un-
der the pretext of fighting
Israel, become a weapon
to fight each other and
eliminate the state, then it
only serves Israel and no
one but Israel,” he said.
“Frankly, we say that the
state, to be a state, must
have the monopoly on
weapons because this
means it has the monop-
oly on power, on preserv-
ing individual and national
security, on adopting
laws and applying them,
on implementing justice.
Distributing the monopoly
of state power to groups
condemns Lebanon to a
life of violence, and the
state to withering.”

Hariri, who promised to
return to Lebanon soon,
said the state was the
guarantor for all sects in
Lebanon.

“We in Lebanon are
brought together and are
protected by one project:
the state. Our project, and
destiny, is the state, the
state, the state,” he said.
Hezbollah has consis-
tently rejected all calls to
disarm, arguing that its ar-
senal, which includes tens
of thousands of missiles,
is needed to defend Leba-

non against a possible Is-
raeli attack.

Hariri called on Hezbollah
to reconsider its hostile
stance on the U.N.-backed
Special Tribunal for Leba-
non, which is trying to un-
cover his father’s Kkillers,
by handing over the four
party members accused
of involvement in the mas-
sive suicide truck bomb-
ing that killed the former
premier and 22 others on
Feb. 14, 2005. Hezbollah,
which has dismissed the
STL as “an American-
Israeli court,” has vowed
never to turn over the four
suspects. “The course of
justice in the case of the
assassination of Prime
Minister Rafik Hariri and
his  companions  has
reached a point of no re-
turn. This course will defi-
nitely lead to uncovering
the perpetrators and the
accused and establish the
rules that protect Lebanon
from the series of political
assassinations. The at-
tempts to evade interna-
tional justice will be use-
less,” Hariri said.

“This should be under-
stood by the Lebanese
government and the of-
ficial parties concerned
with cooperating and co-
ordinating with the Spe-
cial Tribunal for Lebanon.
Just as | emphasize the
bonds of brotherhood
that bind us with all the
Lebanese, and from my
position of responsibility
toward the blood of the
martyrs who gave their
lives for Lebanon’s free-
dom and independence, |
call on Hezbollah’s lead-
ership to adopt a new ap-
proach in dealing with the
STL because insisting on
protecting the accused
will not cancel the indict-
ments,” he added.

Hariri warned that Hezbol-
lah’s failure to surrender
the four suspects to the
STL would implicate the
party in the assassination.
“Hezbollah’s insistence
on refusing to hand in the

accused can generalize
the accusation in the as-
sassination of Rafik Hariri.
Hezbollah’s  leadership
should not fall in this,” he
said.

There was no immediate
response from Hezbol-
lah but the party’s leader
Sayyed Hasan Nasrallah
is expected to respond
to Hariri’s remarks in a
speech Thursday.

While taking the credit for
supporting Syrian protest-
ers who are demanding
Assad’s removal, Hariri
vowed to prevent any Sun-
ni-Shiite strife as a result
of the possible collapse of
the regime in Syria. “To-
day, I, Saad Rafik Hariri,
assume before you the
responsibility of express-
ing solidarity with the Syr-
ian people and supporting
their right to establish a
democratic regime. | also
announce before you my
willingness to assume full
responsibility in prevent-
ing strife between the Leb-
anese in general, and Sun-
ni-Shiite strife in Lebanon
in particular,” he said.
Hariri said Lebanon stood
at “a new political turning
point” as a result of two
major events: the Arab
Spring and the beginning
of the countdown to the
end of one-party rule in
Syria, as well as the spring
of justice in Lebanon and
the announcement of the
indictments in Hariri’s Kill-
ing and the trial in absen-
tia of the accused.

Hariri said he was confi-
dent of the victory of the
Syrian people, stressing
that he was ready to co-
operate with the Syrian
National Council seeking
to oust Assad.

“The great picture that
the heroic Syrian people
are drawing will sooner
or later bring the real end
of this era and its sym-
bols. Hopefully, the Syr-
ian people will triumph
despite the horror of the
massacres and the Syrian
regime will inevitably fall,”

Hariri said. “We are living
a moment of historic tran-
sition from one era to an-
other. The establishment
of a pluralistic democratic
system in Syria will give
great immunity to the
Lebanese democratic ex-
perience.”

“The victory of the Syrian
people, in the battle for
democracy and national
dignity, draws a straight
and balanced line for the
bilateral relations between
the two countries and pro-
motes them practically
and effectively to the level
of real privileged relations
between two brothers
and neighboring coun-
tries that cooperate in the
framework of the twinning
democracies rather than
the stronger one bully-
ing the weaker one or the
larger one mistreating the
smaller one.

Hariri assured the Leba-
nese by saying that his
Future Movement would
not exploit any possible
regime change in Syria to
consolidate its power in
Lebanon at the expense
of other sects.

“Today, and because the
Syrian revolution will in-
evitably triumph, they
are trying to scare the
Lebanese from its impli-
cations. To the Christians
in Lebanon, they say their
Sunni brothers will feel a
surplus of power coming
from Syria and they will
move toward extremism.
To those we say: ‘We are
the movement of modera-
tion, coexistence, partici-
pation and pluralism. We
are the people of Taif, and
full parity between Mus-
lims and Christians in Leb-
anon ... whatever happens
in Syria, we are the move-
ment of freedom of belief
and religious practice and
freedom of thought and
expression, and individ-
ual and public freedoms.
We are the movement of
independence, sovereign-
ty and democracy,’” Hariri
said.
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Arab states ready to arm Syrian resistance

Civilians flee from fighting after Syrian army tanks enter the northwestern city of
Idlib, Syria.
BEIRUTICAIROIPAR-

IS:  Government forces
clashed with opponents
of President Bashar Assad
in cities and rural areas
across Syria Tuesday, as
Arab officials confirmed
that regional governments
would be ready to arm the
resistance if the bloodshed
does not come to and end.
Pro-opposition neighbor-
hoods in the western city
of Homs, heart of the up-
rising against Assad’s 11-
year-rule, suffered bom-
bardment for the 11th day
running.

The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights reported 20
people killed across the
country Tuesday, includ-
ing opposition supporters,
civilians and five govern-
ment soldiers who were
shot in clashes with reb-
els in the town of Qalaat
al-Madyaq in the restive
Hama area.

Syria’s official news agen-
cy, SANA, said 13 soldiers
were laid to rest Tuesday
after they fell in clashes
with “armed gangs” in
Homs, lldib and the coun-
tryside near Damascus.
Meanwhile, thousands of
Assad supporters took to
the streets in Latakia Tues-
day to support the presi-
dent’s planned reforms
and denounce foreign in-
terference in Syria, SANA
reported.

With Assad oblivious to in-
ternational condemnation
of his campaign to crush
the revolt, Arab countries
led by Saudi Arabia pre-
pared for a new resolution
at the U.N. in the next few
days to support a peace
plan forged at a meeting in
Cairo Sunday.

But Arab League diplo-
mats said that arming the
opposition forces was now
officially an option.

A resolution that was
passed at the meeting
urged Arabs to “provide all
kinds of political and mate-
rial support” to the opposi-
tion.

This would allow arms
transfers, they confirmed
to Reuters.

“We will back the opposi-
tion financially and diplo-
matically in the beginning
but if the killing continues,
civilians must be helped
to protect themselves.
The resolution gives Arab
states all options to pro-
tect the Syrian people,” an
Arab ambassador said in
Cairo.

The threat of military sup-
port was meant to add
pressure on the Syrian
leader and his Russian and
Chinese allies but it also
risks leading to a Libya-
style conflict or sectarian
civil war.

Smuggled guns are already
filtering into Syria but it is

not clear whether Arab or
other governments are be-
hind the deliveries. Weap-
ons and Sunni Muslim in-
surgents are also crossing
from Iraq into Syria, Iraqi
officials and arms dealers
said.

Assad, whose Alawite-mi-
nority family has ruled the
mainly Sunni Muslim coun-
try for 42 years, is trying to
stamp out pro-democracy
demonstrations and insur-
gent attacks. He dismisses
his opponents as terrorists
backed by enemy nations
in a regional power-play
and says he will introduce
reforms on his own terms.
While the uprising initially
involved rallies by civil-
ians, armed insurrection
by the Free Syrian Army,
made up largely of army
defectors, is increasingly
coming into play.

The government says at
least 2,000 members of its
military and security forc-
es have died and the U.N.
says its forces have killed
6,000 people.

In Homs, a strategic city
on the highway between
Damascus and commer-
cial hub Aleppo, the pro-
opposition neighborhood
of Baba Amro was struck
at dawn by the heaviest
shelling in five days, the
Syria Observatory for Hu-
man Rights said.

Six people were Kkilled, it

said, adding to an estimat-
ed toll of more than 400
since the assault began on
Feb.3

“They are hitting the same
spots several times, mak-
ing venturing out there im-
possible. The shelling was
heavy in the morning and
now it is one rocket every
15 minutes or so,” activist
Hussein Nader said by sat-
ellite phone.

Another opposition activ-
ist, Mohammad al-Homsi,
said the humanitarian situ-
ation was getting worse,
with food and fuel short
and prices soaring. Army
roadblocks had been set
up around opposition dis-
tricts, Homsi said from the

city.
In Rankous, a rural town
near Damascus, many

residents had fled from
government shelling, ac-
tivist Ibn Al-Kalmoun said.
Bombardments were also
reported in the town of
Rastan.

In other action reported by
activists, security forces
and army defectors clashed
near Aleppo, where the
government appears to
have strong support. Three
people were killed there.
Two people were killed in
a skirmish between rebels
and government forces in
Bou Kamal, in Deir al-Zour
province, they said, and ar-
rest campaigns continued
in the Jabal al-Zawiya re-
gion.

Foreign media have to rely
on unverified activists’ ac-
counts because the Syr-
ian government restricts
access. But reports from
neutral international orga-
nizations confirm a gen-
eral picture of widespread
violence.

The Syrian Foreign Minis-
try rejected criticism from
UN. Human Rights Com-
missioner Navi Pillay, who
in a speech to the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly Monday ac-
cused Assad of launching
an indiscriminate attack on
civilians. “The High Com-

missioner has become a
tool in the hands of some
countries that are target-
ing Syria and are ignoring
the terrorist crimes com-
mitted by armed groups,”
it said.

At the United Nations, dip-
lomats said a draft General
Assembly resolution, sup-
porting the Arab League
plan and calling for the
appointment of a joint
UN--Arab League envoy
on Syria, could be put to a
vote Wednesday or Thurs-
day.

The resolution, seen by Re-
uters, is similar to a Secu-
rity Council draft vetoed by
Russia and China on Feb.
4 that condemned the As-
sad government and called
on him to step aside.

There are no vetoes in
General Assembly votes
and its decisions are not
legally binding.

An Arab League propos-
al that a joint Arab-U.N.
peacekeeping mission
be sent to Syria elicited a
guarded response from
Western powers, which are
wary of becoming bogged
down militarily in Syria. It
was rejected by Assad’s
government.

Russia, Assad’s main ally
and arms supplier, showed
little enthusiasm, saying it
could not support a peace-
keeping mission unless
both sides stopped the
violence.

U.S. Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton said in Wash-
ington that the peace-
keeper proposal would be
tough to get through, given
Russian and Chinese sup-
port for Damascus.

The head of Egypt’s in-
fluential seat of Islamic
learning, Al-Azhar, called
Tuesday for bold Arab
action to stop the Syrian
government’s “hellish kill-
ing machine” while scold-
ing China and Russia for
blocking a peace plan in
the U.N. Security Council.
Grand Imam Ahmad al-
Tayeb, head of the Cairo-

based institution, also
urged Syrian protesters to
refrain from turning their
struggle into an armed
confrontation two days af-
ter Arab League diplomats
suggested that arming op-
position forces could be
an option.

“The situation now, broth-
ers, no longer needs state-
ments to condemn and
criticize, but it is in desper-
ate need of urgent, serious,
and bold action from the
Arabs,” Tayeb added, with-
out giving details of what
kind of action he sought.

“I call on the human con-
science to stop this hellish
killing machine that works
to shed blood. It must be
stopped.”

Meanwhile, the Syrian Na-
tional Council, the main
opposition group, said it
would meet Wednesday
in Doha to choose a new
leader or extend the term
of current head Burhan
Ghalioun.

“We are meeting tomorrow
in Doha to choose a presi-
dent. There will be several
candidates and we want to
take an independent deci-
sion, without external in-
terference,” SNC spokes-
woman Basma Kodmani
told AFP by telephone
from Doha.

She said the group wanted
to make a choice based on
who would do the best job
and not on “denomination-
al etiquette.”

Kodmani said the council’s
rules require it to choose
its leader every three
months. “In general there
is a rotation, but there can
be exceptions,” she said.
According to  several
sources within the SNC,
three candidates have
emerged for the leader-
ship: Ghalioun, the leader
since the SNC’s founding
last October, Kodmani and
George Sabra, a long-time
dissident.

The SNC is hoping to win
recognition abroad as Syr-
ia’s legitimate authority.
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Aoun: Dreams of Cabi-
net’s fall won’t materialize

BEIRUT: Free Patriotic Move-
ment leader MP Michel Aoun
was quick to respond to
speeches delivered during a
rally Tuesday to commemo-
rate the assassination of
former Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri, saying the speakers’
wishes won’t materialize.
Aoun said that since politi-
cians from the opposition
March 14 coalition have pre-
dicted that the current gov-
ernment will collapse, “God
will extend its [the Cabinet’s]
life.”

Speaking to reporters at a
news conference in his resi-
dence in Rabieh, Aoun com-

mented on the statements
made by Lebanese Forces
leader Samir Geagea and Ka-
taeb (Phalange) leader Amin
Gemayel.

In a speech in Downtown’s
BIEL, Geagea said that every
additional day of the govern-
ment’s life is taking away a
day from the life of Lebanon.
“There is only one thing that
is required from this govern-
ment ... it should leave, leave
and leave,” he said.

“Since they wish its [the
Cabinet’s] collapse, God will
extend its life,” said Aoun in
response to a question asked
by a reporter

Pop superstar Shakira attacked

by sea lion in Cape Town

Colombian singer Shakira. (APILionel Cironneau)

CAPE TOWN: Colombian
pop superstar Shakira was
attacked by a sea lion as she
tried to photograph and pet a
group of the animals during
a vacation in Cape Town, she
said Wednesday on her Fa-
cebook page.

“I thought to myself how
cute they were so | decided
to get a bit closer than all of
the other tourists and went
down to a rock trying to pet
them, doing a baby talk while
taking pictures,” she said on
the social networking site, in
an account written after the
Sunday incident.

“Suddenly, one of them
jumped out of the water so
fast and impetuously that it
got about one foot (20 cen-
timeters) away from me,
looked me in the eye, roared
in fury and tried to bite me.
Everyone there screamed, in-
cluding me. | was paralyzed
by fear and couldn’t move.”

The singer, whose “Waka
Waka” was the official song
of the 2010 World Cup in
South Africa, said her broth-
er, “Super Tony”, saved her
by jumping over her and
hauling her out of the sea
lion’s reach.

She said she and her brother
both scratched themselves
on the rocks while trying
to protect themselves, and
posted a picture of a small
scrape on her hand.

Shakira said she thought
the animal had mistaken her
Blackberry phone for a fish
and gone after it.

The incident was not the
singer’s only run-in with
wildlife during the trip.

She also said on Twitter that
a baboon had jumped onto
her car the day after the sea
lion attack.

“Now I'm off to see some
penguins! | hope they are a
bit more friendly,” she wrote.

Energy riches fuel Netanyahu’s first Cyprus visit

NICOSIA: Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu will make a landmark
visit to Cyprus on Thurs-
day aimed at highlighting
an unprecedented warm-
ing of ties between the two
nations which have struck
rich with natural gas finds.
The blossoming of rela-
tions is prompted by a mu-
tual interest in gas and oil
exploration, and comes as
their respective ties with
Turkey deteriorate.

During Netanyahu’s one
day trip -- the first by an
Israeli prime minister to
the east Mediterranean is-
land -- he is due to discuss
energy cooperation and re-
gional security, but without
putting specific proposals
on the table.

“We want to emphasize
that we want further co-
operation, it’'s a symbolic
visit which gives a good
boost to existing inter-
ests,” Israeli Ambassador
Michael Harari told the Cy-
prus Weekly newspaper.
Energy cooperation with
Cyprus “made a lot of
sense,” but it still needs to
be defined, he said.

An Israeli official speak-
ing to AFP in Jerusalem
described the visit as “his-
toric.”

“This is the first ever visit
of an Israeli premier, and
as such historic. It dem-
onstrates the dramatic
improvement in the bilat-
eral relationship between
the countries,” the official
said.

“On the agenda of the visit
is the issue of energy: the
gas finds in Israel and
similar occurrences on the
Cypriot side have opened
the door to cooperate in
a mutually beneficial way
in the development of our
gas fields and eventual
production of gas.”

Both countries have dis-
covered huge offshore
natural gas deposits be-
neath the Mediterranean
Sea separating them and
have tentatively discussed
cooperation on delivering
the gas to European and
Asian markets.

Israeli firm Delek and its
Texan partner Noble have

discovered 16 trillion cubic
feet (450 billion cubic me-
ters) of natural gas in the
Leviathan gas field close
to Cyprus’s own zone.

It also has a stakehold in
what Noble Energy finds
off the island’s shores.
Late last year, Noble said
it had discovered gas re-
serves of up to 8 trillion
cubic feet (225 billion cu-
bic meters) beneath the
sea bed just south of Cy-
prus.

The financial potential of
such huge finds has ush-
ered in a new dawn in re-
lations between Israel and
Cyprus.

The new-found closeness
comes as ties between
Israel and Ankara hit a
historic low following a
deadly Israeli raid on a
Gaza-bound flotilla of aid
ships in May 2010, which
left nine Turkish nationals
dead.

Cyprus is also locked in a
row with Turkey over mari-
time gas exploration rights,
in which it is firmly backed
by Israel which sees the
island as a gateway to Eu-
rope.

The warming of ties was
cemented in December
2010 when the two coun-
tries signed a deal delimit-
ing an exclusive economic
zone (EEZ) which defines
their maritime borders and
allows them to move ahead
in the search for energy
resources in the eastern
Mediterranean.
Netanyahu’s visit comes
a month after Cypriot De-
fense Minister Demetris
Eliades made a landmark
trip to Tel Aviv to sign a
deal on intelligence shar-
ing, during which he
said the gas discoveries
“opened new chapters of
cooperation.”

Shortly afterwards, Com-
merce Minister Praxoulla
Antoniadou led a trade del-
egation to Israel.

The Israeli official, who de-
clined to be named, said
Thursday’s talks would
also focus on “threats
to regional security” and
touch on the Iranian nucle-
ar drive.

“We will be raising issues

of Iran and the peace pro-
cess, as we would with any
other member of European
Union,” he said.

Asked about reports that
Israel could ask Cyprus to
station planes on the is-
land, he said he was “not
aware that it is a real is-
sue.”

Netanyahu’s visit also
comes two months after
Israeli President Shimon
Peres visited Cyprus on
the first such presidential
visit in 13 years.

For decades, Cyprus was
viewed as one of Israel’s
sternest critics on the Pal-
estinian issue and only
sent an ambassador to the
Jewish state in 1994.
Relations hit a nadir in

1998 when two alleged
Mossad agents  were
caught allegedly spying
at a military facility, only
days after a visit by then
president Ezer Weizman.
The two were charged with
trespassing but freed after
serving several months of
a three-year sentence.
Since then, there has been
a sea-change in attitudes
which have been re-shaped
by the shifting political and
economic landscape.
Three years ago, Cyprus
also made a U-turn in poli-
cy by banning any activist
ships from leaving its ports
en route to Gaza in a bid
to protest against Israel’s
maritime blockade on the
Palestinian territory.

Beirut river turns blood red

BEIRUT: The Beirut River
mysteriously turned blood
red Wednesday after a
stream of an unidentified
substance started pouring
into the southern bank of the
river in Furn al-Shubbak.
While the source of the red-
colored water is still to be
determined, the river was
still emptying the red-col-
ored water into the Mediter-
ranean Sea by Wednesday
evening.

After being alerted Wednes-
day morning, government
and local officials rushed to
the scene in Furn al-Shub-
bak in an attempt to locate
the sewage canal from which
the water had originated.
But none of the officials were
able to locate the source and
blames were exchanged be-
tween the municipalities of
Hadath, Hazmieh, Sin EI-Fil,
Furn al-Shubbak and Shi-
yah.

Eyewitnesses working in the
area told The Daily Star that
the colored water was not
new for them. For several
people who run businesses
in the area, colored-water
pours into the river every
two months but no one pays
attention to it.

The immense amount of
red-colored water was what
grabbed the attention of
many passersby and com-

muters on different bridges
in the city Wednesday.
Environment Minister
Nazem Khoury said the
source of the water was like-
ly from Hazmieh or Baabda.
“I call on the municipalities
of Hazmieh and Baabda to
cooperate swiftly to find out
the source of the pollution
and its type,” said Khoury in
a statement Wednedsay.
Earlier in the day, Khoury
sent an environmental team
to the area to examine the
water. The team, headed
by ministry official Bassam
Sabbagh took a sample of
the water to determine if it
contains any pollutants.

But the water will be ex-
amined tomorrow because
laboratories in the city were
already closed by the time
the sample was taken in the
mid-afternoon.

“The sample we took will
be examined tomorrow
morning... and we will know
whether it is blood being
mixed with water or if it is
some sort of a color dumped
in it,” said Sabbagh.

A similar incident took
place in the Chinese Jian
River in December of last
year after a factory was il-
legally dumping red dye
into the river located in
northern Chinese province
of Henan.
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Mikati says government still operating, crisis talks under way

E

-

Pr.Minister Najib Mikati Heading The Electrecity Committee, Wednesday, February 1,
2012. (DalatiNohra)

BEIRUT: Prime Minister
Najib Mikati said Wednes-
day his government is
continuing to operate, al-
though the Cabinet crisis,
which broke out earlier
this month over adminis-
trative appointments, has
yet to be resolved.
Sources close to Mikati
told The Daily Star dis-
cussions are under way
for a solution.“The gov-
ernment is continuing
and there is no problem
in the Cabinet,” Mikati
told reporters after visit-
ing Speaker Nabih Berri
at his residence in Ain
al-Tineh.

“I informed Speaker
Berri of some topics of
common interest, and
some topics which were
brought up in Paris,”
added Mikati, who went
on an official visit to
France last week.

Asked when Cabinet
sessions would resume,
Mikati said: “When the
matter is resolved, we
will immediately call for
a session ... it has yet to
be resolved.”

Sources close to Mikati
said that recent devel-
opments could lead to a
resolution of the govern-
ment crisis, which began
when the prime minister
abruptly ended a Cabi-
net session on Feb.1
over sharp differences
with ministers from Mi-
chel Aoun’s Change and
Reform bloc on the ap-
pointment for the head
for the High Disciplin-
ary Committee, and sus-

pended future sessions.
The position is tradition-
ally reserved for Greek
Catholics.

Mikati insisted that the
Cabinet would resume its
sessions only when an
agreement was reached
on a formula to make the
government’s work pro-
ductive, but the prime
minister has hinted that
he would resume Cabi-
net sessions if Labor
Minister Charbel Nahhas
signs a transportation al-
lowance decree.

Last month, Nahhas,
from Aoun’s bloc, signed
a Cabinet decree approv-
ing a wage hike, which
increased the minimum
wage among other mea-
sures. Nahhas refused
to sign a decree under
which the government
would set the transporta-
tion allowance, arguing
that this was illegal and
required a draft law to be
passed by Parliament.
President Michel Slei-
man was outraged by
Nahhas’s stance, saying
that previous Cabinets
had set transportation
fees and that was the
norm.

The same sources said
that a possible solution
had been discussed
Wednesday at the Grand
Serail by Mikati and En-
ergy Minister Gibran
Bassil, Aoun’s son-in-
law.

The sources voiced their
belief that any solution
should come before Feb.
22, the date of a legisla-

tive session called by
Berri.

According to the sourc-
es, discussion is focus-
ing on a way out that
would allow the prime
minister to emerge with-
out looking like he suc-
cumbed to the demands
of one bloc in his Cabinet
without putting Nahhas
in a humiliating position,
given that he has argued
that it’s illegal for him to
sign the decree.

The same sources said
that such a solution
would be a prelude to a
new phase in relations
between Mikati and min-
isters from the Change
and Reform bloc.

But speaking to The Dai-
ly Star, sources from the
Change and Reform bloc
denied any information
about an impending so-
lution. They said that the
bloc maintains its posi-
tion and its plan for the
bloc’s lawmakers to put
forward a draft law on the
transportation allowance
to Parliament so MPs can
make a decision during
the legislative session on
Feb.22.

For his part, Berri was
quoted by MPs who at-
tended his weekly meet-
ing with lawmakers as
saying that he had not
been persuaded so far
to step in to mediate the
Cabinet crisis.A heated
debate between Nahhas
and Tourism Minister Fadi
Abboud was reported at
the bloc’s weekly meet-
ing under Aoun Tuesday.

Some members of the
bloc argue that Nahhas
brought the bloc into an
unnecessary confronta-
tion with Mikati.
Separately, Sleiman said
that the mechanism for
administrative appoint-
ments should be respect-
ed as it is democratic.
“We have laid down a
mechanism which we
have to respect. If we do
not, then this means that

we are moving away from
the spirit of democracy.
We have to accept the re-
sults of this mechanism
just like we accept the re-
sults of elections,” Slei-
man said in a speech at
Baabda Palace.

Aoun stresses that he is
not against the mecha-
nism for administrative
appointments, under
which the relevant min-
ster nominates three can-

didates for one post.

But he argues that he
represents the Christians
in the Cabinet and that
he should be consulted
on the issue regarding
a candidate for the head
of the High Disciplinary
Committee.

He says that Sleiman is
not a representative of
Christians, but should
play the role of an “arbi-
trator” in the Cabinet.

Syrian troops attack Deraa,
fire at rebels-residents

Demonstrators gather during a protest against Syria’s President Bashar Assad, in
Sheikh Meskeen near Deraa in this handout picture received February 12, 2012.
(REUTERS)

AMMAN: Syrian armored
forces attacked Deraa on
Thursday to try to stamp
out Free Syrian Army reb-
els in the city where the
uprising against Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s rule
began last March, resi-
dents and opposition ac-
tivists said.

The sound of explosions
and machine gun fire
echoed through the city’s
al-Balad, al-Mahatta and
al-Sad districts as gov-
ernment troops attacked
rebels, who responded by
firing at army roadblocks
and buildings housing
security police and mili-
tiamen, they said. Deraa
lies on the border with

Jordan.

“The army bombardment
started around dawn and
after that exchanges of
fire occurred. We have
been hearing of a military
build-up around Deraa
for two weeks,” Hussam
Izzedine, a member of the
Syrian human rights or-
ganization Swasiah, told
Reuters from Deraa.
“Deraa has been regain-
ing its role in the uprising.
Demonstrations have re-
sumed and the Free Syri-
an Army has been provid-
ing security for protests
in some parts of the city,”
he added.

Another who
decline to be named,

activist,

said two Free Syrian
Army members had been
wounded, and added that
the attack appeared to be
focused on parts of the
city that had fallen under
Free Syrian Army control.
There was no comment
from Syrian authorities,
who tightly restrict media
access to the country.

An army offensive last
April put down large
demonstrations in Deraa,
which had been provoked
by the arrest of several
women activists and the
detention of schoolboys
who had written freedom
slogans on walls, inspired
by Arab Spring revolts in
other countries.
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DRIVE BY SHOOTINGS
MEMBER FOR EAST HILLS

SPEAKS OUT IN PARLIAMENT
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
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15 February

CRIMES AMENDMENT (CON-
SORTING AND ORGANISED
CRIME) BILL 2011

Page: 49

Agreement in Principle
Debate resumed from 14
February 2011.

Mr GLENN BROOKES (East
Hills) [4.23 p.m.]: Drive-by
shootings have dominated
the news for many months
and despite every effort by
New South Wales police,
there does not appear to
be an end in sight when it
comes to this type of cow-
ardly crime. Drive-by shoot-
ing is a reckless crime, one
that disregards the safety
of innocent people who
may be in or near a victim’s
house—the wrong place at
the wrong time. The com-
munity is rightly concerned
about this type of crime and
it is within that atmosphere
that the Government is put-
ting forward legislation to
attack those who show little
regard for others in the com-
munity. | am pleased to sup-
port the Crimes Amendment
(Consorting and Organised
Crime) Bill 2012, which is
squarely focused on or-
ganised crime and those in-
volved in organised crime.
The primary goal of this bill
is to cause as much disrup-
tion to organised crime as is
legally possible.

Those involved in organised
crime should be concerned
about the bill because it
will assist police in combat-
ing criminal groups and in
taking those involved in or-
ganised crime off the streets.
The bill sends a strong mes-
sage to the community: If
you want to stay out of jail,
do not get involved in or-

ganised crime, do not hang
around with criminals and
do not help people who are
criminals. While this bill will
cut the legs out from under
criminal gangs, it is fairly
and squarely aimed at cut-
ting off the heads of those at
the top. It is aimed at anyone
who issues the orders or di-
rects the activities of group
members. The thin veneer
of respectability of those
within our society who get
others to do their dirty work
is about to be peeled away.
They will no longer be able
to hide from the law; they will
be exposed and made to pay
for the crimes for which they
are responsible. The criminal
decision-maker is in the fir-
ing line. The police are being
given the tools to take these
thugs off the streets and the
courts are being given the
means to make sure they are
locked away for a very long
time.

This is a magnificent bill be-
cause it targets even those
who may be at arm’s length
from the crime. For the first
time in New South Wales the
so called legitimate busi-
nessman—who has nothing
to do with the crime itself but
knowingly receives a materi-
al benefit—will also be com-
mitting an offence and may
end up in prison. This bill
is designed to make life for
criminal gangs as difficult
as possible. It aims to stop
criminal gangs from obtain-
ing services because anyone
who knowingly sells a ser-
vice to a criminal gang may
be charged with an offence.
And the icing on the cake is
that the Crimes Amendment
(Consorting and Organised
Crime) Bill 2012 modernises
the offence of consorting.
The bill provides police with
more guidance and helps
them to sort out what is an
innocent relationship be-
tween two people and when
it is appropriate to intervene
for public safety. The bill will
put a very big spoke into the
wheel of organised crime in
New South Wales. | congrat-
ulate the Attorney General
on introducing this bill and |
commend it to the House.

Ad blitz planned to sell health means test, as Tony Abbott

pledges to overturn the measure

TONY Abbott has pledged
to axe Labor’s means test
on the 30 per cent private
health insurance rebate,
as the government plans
an $11.5 million advertis-
ing campaign to sell the
measure.

The Opposition Leader’s
decision to overturn the
change if he wins govern-
ment adds $2.4 billion to
his budget savings task,
which has already been
put at up to $70 billion.
The means test, which
will make private health
cover more expensive for
wealthy Australians, was
passed by the House of
Representatives late this
morning and will make
it through the Senate
with the support of the
Greens.

The bill’s passage came
as the latest official sta-
tistics released today
showed an extra 50,000
people took out health
cover in the three months
to December 2011.

Mr Abbott told 2GB
wednesday morning that
the private health insur-
ance rebate was an “ar-
ticle of faith for the Coali-
tion”.

“We will restore the re-
bate in government as
soonh as we can,” he
said.

Until today, Mr Abbott
had refused to say wheth-
er he would overturn the
change if he won office.
A Senate committee to-
day heard the Department
of Health has done some
work to “scope out” the
best campaign approach
to inform the 2.4 million
high income earners who
will have their subsidies
reduced or abolished.
The Coalition has already
pledged to rescind the
government’s carbon tax
and mining tax, while de-
livering fresh personal
income tax cuts.

Finance Minister Penny

Wong said Mr Abbott’s
health insurance pledge
was “just more fiscal
recklessness”.

“No wonder their eco-
nomic team can’t say if -
or when - they will deliver
a surplus,” she said.

The means test passed
the lower house 71 votes
to 70, with the support
of crossbenchers Rob
Oakeshott, Andrew Wilk-
ie and Adam Bandt.

Mr Abbott said access to
private health cover went
to the core of the Coali-
tion values.

“Private health insurance
is in our DNA,” he said.
“Support for people who
want to get ahead it is our
raison d’etre.

“l mean, that is why we
exist as a political move-
ment, to give more sup-
port and encouragement
to people who want to
get ahead and whether
it’s independent schools,
whether it’s private su-
perannuation, whether
it’'s private health insur-
ance, we want to sup-
port policies that support
them.”

Department of Health and
Ageing First Assistant
Secretary Richard Butler
told Senate estimates it
would be up to individu-
als to inform their health
funds whether they were
still entitled to the full 30
per cent private health
insurance rebate once it
was means tested from
July.

If they failed to do so
the government would
recover any rebate over-
payments when a person
filed their annual tax re-
turn.

The Private Health In-
surance Administration
Council reported that the
percentage of the popu-
lation with hospital insur-
ance rose 0.1 per cent to
47.5 per cent, the number
with ancillary cover also

rose 0.1 per cent to 53 per
cent of the population.

In the last 12 months an
extra 286,158 people took
out private health insur-
ance, the figures show.
Senate estimates was
also told that 193,000
people currently pay the
Medicare levy surcharge,
a tax penalty that hits
high earners
without health cover.
The penalty will rise from
July under the govern-
ment’s package of pri-
vate health insurance

income

changes, while an extra
100,000 people will pay
the levy, the department
said.

The means test would
push up the price of
health insurance for fam-
ilies earning more than
$166,000 and singles on
more than $83,000 a year
by between $315 and
$935 a year.

Families earning more
than $258,000 a year and
individuals more than
$129,000 a year would
lose the rebate entirely.

O’Farrell tells Kene-
ally to step up or out

NSW Premier Barry
O’Farrell says he wasn’t
offended by Kristina Ke-
neally’s question time
jibe about his short-
lived first marriage.

But he said his prede-
cessor is how an oppo-
sition backbencher and
should “step up or step
out”.

Ms Keneally launched
a personal attack Mr
O’Farrell in parliament
yesterday, likening him
to reality TV star Kim
Kardashian because of
the brevity of his first
marriage.

Mr O’Farrell has taken to
describing Ms Keneally
as the Kim Kardashian
of NSW politics, and on
the first day of parlia-
ment repeated the jibe,
saying “the government
by Kim Kardashian is
over”.

Ms Keneally rose to the
dispatch box and hit
back at the Premier.
“Given the length of the
Premier’s first marriage,
he’s the real Kardashian
in this place,” she said.
Mr O’Farrell was briefly
married to Antoinette
Holford in the Ilate

1980s.

Kardashian filed for di-
vorce from NBA basket-
ball star Kris Humphries
last year after just 72
days.

Mr O’Farrell said he had
no regrets and was not
offended by the bitter
exchange.

But he said it was time
for Ms Keneally, who
has been on the back-
bench since her gov-
ernment’s record elec-
tion loss last year, to
consider her future.
“It’'s a robust chamber.
It is called the bear pit,”
Mr O’Farrell said in Syd-
ney today.

“It is not the first time
she’s been a bit brittle
when she’s been the
centre of attention.

“At some stage she
needs to consider her
future, because whilst
neither she nor her pre-
decessor are amongst
my favourites, at least
Nathan Rees is having a
go to try and help Labor
regain some credibility.
“She seems to be opt-
ing out, so | think she
should step up or step
out.”
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More work needed to meet targets to close
the gap on indigenous disadvantage: Gillard

Julia Gillard delivers her statement on closing the gap in in-
digenous disadvantage. Picture: Ray Strange Source: The
Australian

LABOR says it has more
work to do to achieve at
least three of the six tar-
gets it has set itself to
close the huge disadvan-
tage gap between indige-
nous and non-indigenous
Australians.

Julia Gillard today de-
clared the government
was on track to halve in-
fant mortality rates for
indigenous children by
2018, and ensure early
childhood education for
all indigenous four-year-
olds by 2013.

In her annual “closing the
gap” statement, she said
the government was also
“generally on track” to-
wards halving the literacy
and numeracy outcomes
for indigenous children
by 2018.

But she said “faster im-
provement” was required
to boost the number of
indigenous students com-
pleting year 12, and lift
indigenous employment
rates.

Closing the life expec-
tancy gap betwen indige-
nous and non-indigenous
Australians remained the
most challenging target of
all, Ms Gillard said.

JULIA Gillard has told fed-
eral parliament Australia
is slowly closing the gap
on indigenous disadvan-
tage.

Tabling the Closing the
Gap report in parliament,
Ms Gillard said the foun-
dations for overcoming
indigenous disadvantage
were in place.

“The report shows that

we are seeing progress,
we are making gradual
gains,” she said.

“The Australian govern-
ment remains the most
confident of meeting two
of the six targets.”

Ms Gillard said the gov-
ernment was investing bil-
lions to improve the lives
of Aboriginal Australians,
through access to servic-
es, training and jobs.

But she said the nation’s
responsibilities did not
end there, announcing a
“community  conversa-
tion” about constitutional
recognition of indigenous
Australians.

The government will pro-
vide $10 million in funding
to build broad community
consensus on the issue.
She said recognising
Australia’s first people in
the founding document
was “perhaps the ultimate
manifestation of respect”.
“For constitutional
change, Australians have
to understand and be per-
suaded of the case for
change,” Ms Gillard said.
The Prime Minister said
her expert panel on con-
stitutional recognition of
indigenous  Australians
had “performed mightily”.
But she failed to endorse
the panel’s recommen-
dations, which include
a contentious clause
against racial discrimina-
tion that critics have de-
scribed as a “one clause
bill of rights”.

“The expert panel’s report
provides a firm founda-
tion for this discussion,”

Ms Gillard said.
Opposition Leader Tony
Abbott said it was vital
that symbolic gains for
indigenous people were
matched by “even greater
substance”.

Statistics were often a re-
cord of what government
was doing and not about
how people were living,
he said.

Mr Abbott said it was re-
markable children in re-
mote communities had
better access to pre-
school education.

“It’s another thing to en-
sure all the youngsters
are attending,” he told
the parliament in his reply
speech.

He called for indigenous
schools struggling with
high truancy levels to
publish attendance rates
on a month-by-month ba-
sis.

“What is happening at the
school is a microcosm of
what is happening in that
community,” he said.

Mr Abbott thanked Aborig-
inal leaders Noel Pearson
and Warren Mundine for
helping him to understand
indigenous disadvantage,
admitting former prime
minister John Howard had
experienced a “difficult
journey” on the issue.
“Real change doesn’t
happen in parliament,
although it might start
here.” he said.

“Real change begins in
the places where people
live,” he told the house.
Mr Abbott also praised the
expert panel’s work on
constitutional recognition
of indigenous people, but
said their recommenda-
tions “should be the first
word not the last word in
what should be put to the
Australian people”.

Mr Abbott vowed to work
constructively on over-
coming indigenous dis-
advantage.

“We will not be taking a
lowest common denomi-
nator approach to this,”
he said.

Government rules out
curfew extension

*

Curfew plans ... planes fly over Sydenham / Pic: Cameron Richardson Source: The

Daily Telegraph

SYDNEY needs to “get
moving” on building a
second airport, Federal
Transport Minister An-
thony Albanese says.
The NSW MP said it was
in the nation’s interest
to build a second air-
port, and that not doing
so would deny thou-
sands of jobs leading to
“dire economic conse-
quences”.

THE “dead and buried”
option for an airport at
Badgerys Creek has
come back to haunt
the west, with councils
on tuesday calling re-
newed plans for a sec-
ond Sydney site as “di-
sastrous”.

The Daily Telegraph re-
vealed today that a new
report will recommend
to Mr Albanese and the
NSW Government that
the night curfew on
flights at Sydney Airport
be lifted and the number
of aircraft movements
be increased.

The task force report
also warns a second
airport must be urgently
developed in Sydney’s
greater west to meet ris-
ing demand from inter-
national carriers.

An estimated $35 billion
a year - and 70,000 jobs

- are forecast to be lost
from the State’s econo-
my by 2060 without ex-
tra capacity, the report
warns.

Mr Albanese agreed “we
do need to get (a second
airport) moving”.

“What we know already
is that Sydney does
need a second airport
sooner rather than lat-
er,” he said this morn-
ing.

“Aircraft noise is one is-
sue but it’s really about
the national economic
interest.

“If we say to the grow-
ing regions - such as
China, India ... if we say
to them no, we don’t
want you to come to
Australia, we don’t want
that economic activity,
we don’t want those
jobs, then there really
are dire economic con-
sequences.

“Let alone the domes-
tic consequences when
you have delays at the
airport. That occurs
right now. People would
be aware that as growth
has come back into the
system the delays are
more and more. When
you have a delay at Syd-
ney Airport it affects ev-
ery other airport around

the nation as well.”

But Mr Albanese said
the Federal Government
was “absolutely com-
mitted” to maintaining
the existing cap of 80
movements per hour,
as well as maintaining
the existing curfew.

“l am absolutely ruling
out any change to the
curfew at Sydney Air-
port and any increase
in the cap of 80 move-
ments per hour,” he
pledged.

“That’'s why we need
a long-term solution
for Sydney’s aviation
needs - not trying to
squeeze more out of
the lemon.

“It's understandable
that the owners of Syd-
ney Airport want to pro-
tect their monopoly po-
sition, but this is about
the interests of Sydney,
the interests of NSW
and the national inter-
est.”

Mr Albanese said he
understands the task
force is looking at more
than 20 possible sites
for a second airport.

He said after he re-
ceives the task force
report within the next
fortnight he will release
it publicly.
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Julia Gillard 4-cornered over plot

What did she know, and when did she
know it ... Prime Minister Julia Gillard
/ Pic: Gary Ramage Source: The Daily

Telegraph

JULIA GILLARD is set
to face new leadership
questions as claims
emerge she handed out
negative polling on Kevin
Rudd before taking over
the reins.

New claims have sur-
faced that Ms Gillard per-
sonally handed copies
of secret internal polling
to her Labor colleagues
in the days before chal-
lenging Mr Rudd, Fairfax
reported on wednesday.
Labor MPs claim she
used the polling to per-
suade them to support
her for the top job.

And Mr Rudd’s backers
have warned that the PM
is only one more mistake
away from facing a lead-
ership showdown.

Labor frontbencher Bill
Shorten said yesterday
that he approached Ms
Gillard to run for the
leadership “a few days”
before her successful
tilt.

But he believed Ms Gil-
lard’s statement that she
made up her mind on the
day she knocked on Mr
Rudd’s door.

Ms Gillard on tuesday
appeared to accuse the
ABC of ambushing her
in the interview and said
she was led to believe
that the program was to
be about Labor’s record
in government since

2007.

The program revealed
staff in Ms Gillard’s office
began drafting her vic-
tory speech two weeks
before the June 2010
leadership coup.
Sources confirmed her
political adviser John
Whelan and communi-
cations director Russell
Mahoney were the prima-
ry draftsmen. The speech
was hailed as one of the
best she has delivered.
Ms Gillard said she
couldn’t recall when she
became aware that her
office had drafted a vic-
tory speech but she ad-
mitted being “canvassed
in the short days before”
she decided to challenge
Mr Rudd.

“When people sought to
raise the matter with me
earlier | had declined to
have the conversation
with them,” Ms Gillard
said.

She also said she hadn’t
directed anyone to write
a victory speech.
“People would be aware
that political staff pre-
pare for contingencies,
that they work on things
that they are concerned
about and believe might

happen.
“Political staff - par-
ticularly serious po-

litical staff - do that. On
my knowledge of the

Former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd de-
clined to be interviewed by Four Corners.
Picture: The Daily Telegraph Source: The
Daily Telegraph

speech, that was a tense
period of time and | don’t
have a clear recollection
of when the speech was
first brought to my atten-
tion.

“The important thing
here is, | didn’t direct the
speech to be written.”
Sources loyal to Ms Gil-
lard said that history had
forgotten that Mr Rudd
had been the catalyst for
his own dismissal by dis-
patching his own chief of
staff Alistair Jordan two
months earlier to start
counting numbers in his
caucus, for fear he was
losing support.

Internal dissent against
Prime Minister Julia Gil-
lard has also worsened,
with MPs questioning
her judgment for agree-
ing to an interview about
her role in Kevin Rudd’s
downfall.

One senior MP said the
Four Corners interview
had a greater impact on
confidence in caucus
than the Australia Day
security scare.

“No one, and | mean no
one has been able to
come up with a reason-
able explanation for do-
ing the interview at all,”
the MP said.

“Forget about how bad
the interview ended up,
why did she do it in the
first place?”

Qantas will axe 500 workers after an 83 per
cent fall in first-half profits

QANTAS will slash 500 jobs
as part of a major revamp
of the struggling airline af-
ter a massive fall in first-half
profit.

Chief executive Alan Joyce
announced the cuts as part
of changes to its engineering
and catering services to deal
with uncertain times in the
aviation industry.

“We anticipate there will be
500 positions affected by the
immediate changes that we
have announced today,” Mr
Joyce said.

The news came as Qantas re-
ported an 83 per cent fall in
its first-half net profit to $42
million to December 31, 2011,
down from $239 million in the
same period in the previous
year.

The airline said it will slash
capital expenditure by $200
million in the 2011/12 finan-
cial year, and cut $500 million
from spending in 2012/13.

A key measure will be reduc-
ing its heavy maintenance fa-
cilities from three to two, with
one to go from either Mel-
bourne, Brisbane or Avalon.
EMPLOYMENT Minister Bill
Shorten has warned the na-
tion may lose key engineering
skills forever if Qantas goes
ahead with plans to axe hun-
dreds of maintenance jobs.

In addition, Qantas plans
to consolidate its catering
business into four centres in
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane
and Perth.

The lease on the current fa-
cility in Adelaide will not be
renewed when it expires in
March 2013, while one cen-
tre in Sydney and another in
Cairns may be sold.

Its workforce planning team,
currently dispersed around
the country, will also be con-
solidated in Sydney.

“Job reductions are ex-
pected as a result of aircraft

retirements and operational
changes,” the airline said.
Qantas will also review its
heavy maintenance facilities,
with the aim of consolidating
its three facilities.

But there were no plans to
move operations offshore,
chief executive Alan Joyce
said.

“With aircraft retirements,
there is simply not enough
heavy maintenance work to
justify the three facilities in
Melbourne, Brisbane and
Avalon,” he said.

He said consultations would
be held with the relevant
unions before a decision was
made on the future of the
heavy maintenance services.
“But we will be acting in the
best interests of the business
and our people over the long
term,” Mr Joyce said.

“We will not be propping up
the past at the expense of the
future.”

Star casino faces new inquiry

The NSW gaming authority
has announced it will open
a new inquiry into The Star
casino a fortnight after the
sacking of the casino’s man-
aging director Sid Vaikunta
over sexual harassment al-
legations.

The sacking led to a string of
revelations about the culture
of the casino under its new
management.

The chairman of the Casino,
Liquor and Gaming Control
Authority, Chris Sidoti, an-
nounced On thursday that a
formal inquiry would be held
into Mr Vaikunta’s sacking
and “any issues relevant to
the authorities responsibil-
ties” under the Casino Con-
trol Act.

The inquiry will be held in pri-
vate by Gail Furness,SC, who
conducted the statutory re-
view of the casino’s licence
late last year. She has been
asked to report by April 5.
The report may not be made
public, but its recommenda-
tions will be, Mr Sidoti said.
It has since emerged that Mr
Vaikunta was the subject of
two separate sexual harass-
ment complaints from female
executives at the casino late
last year.

The first involved a senior

manager who was drinking
with Mr Vaikunta at an end
of year function and ended
up sharing a limousine with
him. She later filed an official
complaint about his behav-
iour, sparking an internal in-
vestigaton by the casino.
The second involved a senior
human resources executive
who claimed to have been
verbally harassed by Mr Vai-
kunta within days of the first
incident. She went on stress
leave and was sacked by the
casino upon her return to
work on Monday.

The authority launched an
investigation into Mr Vai-
kunta’s sacking after it was
announced to the Stock Ex-
change on February 2 by the
casino’s owner, Echo Enter-
tainment Group.

It demanded a “full explana-
tion” of the circumstances
surrounding Mr Vaikunta’s
dismissal as the announce-
ment came shortly after the
completion of a statutory re-
view, by Ms Furness, into the
renewal of its licence.

NSW Hospitality Minister,
George Souris, raised ques-
tions about whether the ca-
sino had withheld informa-
tion from the review, which
recommended the renewal

of its licence for another five
years.

The licence review was com-
pleted on December 2, not
long after the casino’s re-
launch in October following
a redevelopment worth more
than $850 million.

The relaunch was overseen
by Larry Mullin, a US gam-
ing executive appointed by
the casino’s former owner,
Tabcorp, to run its casinos
in 2008.

Mr Mullin was appointed chief
executive of Echo Entertain-
ment when it took over the
casino after Tabcorp spun
off its operations last year.
Mr Mullin hired Mr Vaikunta
from Borgata Casino in At-
lantic City, where the pair
had previously worked to-
gether.

In her review, Ms Furness
noted that the culture of the
casino had changed sig-
nificantly since the arrival
of the American executives.
She said the casino had
been “sliding back to the old
ways” and putting revenue
before behaviour.

Former and current staff told
the review that high-value
gamblers who had sexually
harassed or threatened them
were allegedly given favour-
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5 ROOMS OR
5 SEATER LOUNGE

(please note lounge/dining considered two rooms)

DRY CLEAN
OR STEAM

3 ROOMS OR
3 SEATER LOUNGE

(please note loungeldining considered two rooms)

DRY CLEAN
OR STEAM

5 SEATER
LEATHER LOUNGE

CLEANED
MOISTURISED
& PROTECTED

TILE &
GROUT
CLEANING

CLEAN

110 =2

*Max room
24 hrs notice of cancellation or $40 fee applies.

CLEAN

75 =

*Max room

size 12sqm

24 hrs natice of cancellation or $40 fee applies.
Must present coupon. Valid till 13/2/12.

Visit our website www.ultimatecarpetcleaning.com.au for coupon on any
of these offers, or give us a call on (02) 8214 8811

Eftpos & Credit Card Accepted

$ 6 5 WAS $89
MINIMUM
2 ROOMS

$ WAS $325°
*Max room
size 12sqm *Max room size 12sqm

24 hrs notice of cancellation or $40 fee applies.
Must present coupon. Valid till 13/2/12.

size 12sqm
24 hrs notice of cancellation or $40 fee applies.
Must present coupon. Valid till 13/2/12. Must present coupon. Valid till 13/2/12.

Find us on facebook.com/ultimatecarpetcleaning
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PANDIT - BABA GURUJI

Astrology prediction is God’s gift passed down generation to my family

For the first time in Melbourne

He will help in all problems and work
with God and holy spirit

Sugestion and Solutions like:

Love, Marriage, Education, lucky number, Career, Sickness,
Husband & Wife Problems, Business, Children Mistakes,
Sexual Problems, Family Problems, Court cases, Divorces,
Immigration, Depression, Evil Effects and etc..

Private &

Open 7 Days Confidential

10am - 8pm He Removes Black Magic, Evil effects, Voodoo, Obiya & Etc.
100% Guaranteed Results
Call for appointments 0 47 0 4 5 9 5 6 1

with spiritual healer:
375A Springvale Road, Springvale 3171 opp. Safeway Supermarket
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McDonald’s. Rockdale

603 Princes Highway

FAMILY VALUE DINNER BOX"
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At participating restaurants only. ‘Coca-Cola’ and the Contour Bottle are registered trademarks of The Coca-Cola Company.
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