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Tel:

e Be reliable

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control
(Events)

e RSA certificate

Aidg Wles IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must:

e Hold a first Aid certificate
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
No recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: employment

ipssecurity.com.au

IPS Hlad
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1. Australia Day is
the anniversary of

1) the landing of the
Australian and New
Zealand Army Corp
at Gallipoli

2) the federation of
Australian States

3) the arrival of the
First Fleet from Great
Britain to set up a
convict settlement

4) the independence
of Australia from
Great Britain

2. In a referendum,
what is referred to
as ‘double majority’,
required for a change
in the constitution?

1) majority of voters
across the nation
combined with the
majority of judges of
the High Court
2)  majority
members  of

of
the

Parliament combined
with the majority of
voters

3) majority of voters
across the nation
combined with the
majority of voters in
a majority of states
4)  majority  of
Members of
Parliament combined
with the majority of
Senators

3. Who has the power
to make laws that
govern the country?
1) Only the
parliament

2) The Queen and the
Prime Minister

3) the Governor
General

4)The parliamentand
the Prime Minister

4. Australia’s system
of government is a

1) democratic
monarchy

2) parliamentary
democracy

3) absolute
monarchy

4) aristocracy

5. The key decision
making body of
the Australian
government is called
1) the COAG

2) the Parliament

3) the Royal Assent
4) the Cabinet

dngua Ol
Correct answers:
| Question1: 3
Il Question 2 : 3
I11 Question 3: 1
IV Question 4: 2
V Question 5: 4
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&Mission Australia d Mission Australia

Home Tutor Scheme and Enhancement Program plad o had puali g J3id! A lad| ddas

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO TEACH ENGLISH  dat S| daldl gyt yidd o gdain i gllane

Become a Home Tutor and teach English to a newly arrived migrant baas ikalgdl uebeh! ol ddalSadll dalll g yag J3idl A by “2mal
or refugee in their home for 1 hour a week for a minimum of 10 weeks \ v Ol S ¥ B Aad @g.mi’l A debus (V) 5ud p.g.le'l:n A o I 9l
or teach a community class once a week. Volunteers are needed inthe  {olo Jlia Eomt¥l B a9 530 Adiaadl (p8 ik i Yok @33 &ui
Auburn, Bankstown, Blacktown, Cabramatta, Campbelltown, Campsie, (9bileals (LilelpalS ¢y gliS S ¢y9liuusily ¢y gl Blakin B colaia il
Fairfield, Greenacre, Kogarah, Lakemba, Liverpool, Parramatta and oIS 939 LAl yhy ¢ Jgut pntd laaS Y (ol piigS ¢ WSuilind 3 ¢ .\.I:\éﬁ (oS
Rockdale areas. oo ) TR

You may attend our free tutor training course at one of the following Al @alodl o4 arly (2 Llows i yaill iag yall Llsga puand O ilsaly

locations. -
oud | ¥l o lada | el.ﬁ'l HLsd!

Al € gdadlaan V- lua 4 daladi/pmlod VA sl glinusiily
Al £ peladlaas \ -l 4 baludi/miod YO el (luiads
Al ¥ pgladl aaY - Llua 4 dalud/miwd VA casadl Lkl

Place Days Starting Time Duration
Bankstown Sat 18 Feb 9am-1pm 4 weeks
Chippendale Sat 25 Feb 9am-1pm 4 weeks
Parramatta Sat 18 Feb 9am -2 pm 3 weeks L. .
dAaghis V0 I ead o8 ddluad suud| acodaddl Lo )9S &8
Volunteers may have to travel up to 15 kilometres. coniglaill asead Ll M| (g8 dla pdall el
A Police Check will be mandatory for all volunteers.
9 ATYOe VoY Lo LiwiSk Ighadl cmillay audill

hometutor@missionaustralia.com.au : a9 ASIE | sl e
&

To apply, telephone our office on 9635 1543 or
glmail: hometutor@missionaustralia.com.au

el ) (30 (S9N (1o g gt | Zimd Lad S

PANDIT - BABA GURUJI

Astrology prediction is God’s gift passed down generation to my family

For the first time in Melbourne

He will help in all problems and work
with God and holy spirit

Sugestion and Solutions like:
Love, Marriage, Education, lucky number, Career, Sickness,

Husband & Wife Problems, Business, Children Mistakes,
Sexual Problems, Family Problems, Court cases, Divorces, (
Open 7 Days Immigration, Depression, Evil Effects and etc.. Private &

10am - 8pm  He Removes Black Magic, Evil effects, Voodoo, Obiya & Etc. Confiontial

100% Guaranteed Results
with soritatneater. 0470459561

375A Springvale Road, Springvale 3171 opp. Safeway Supermarket
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Nazih: 0402 254 834 . PH: 9892 4001
Fax: 9892 4002 [ h

Address: 186 .188 Hawksview St,
Cnr of fowler Rd, Guildford NSW 2161

JOHN'S DAY

OPEN DAYS 333 GUILDFORD RD, GUILDFORD

i weirs  TEL: 9632 6890

S8PM

-4  Slimmm:
s Meal

; '.""':'::'.;,0 “ i s Replacement
N o . S Shakes Assorted
h 1 g et i 12 Pack wi th

Slimmm:
Low Carb Bags 660g
Chocolate OR Banana

Radiant
Laundry Powder
. 350gOR

.~ Morning

’ 1 Fresh

- Panadol”

Infant Drops Dishwashing

Colourfree By Liquid 80%
£!

20mL Bonus 450mL
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| " ATEM
Are you Ifedkupfwr[h yo;Jr current er_n[é)_loyft)arl'i Bt(oke?
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for w . .
change! IPS "’-h-’
At IPS Security V\rl16 value ou?bemployees and know that E]'eCtrlca]' ContraCtlng
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. * o ” ¥ LQ oy " ‘S
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . ) 9
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)ﬁ'.d" Py e &
excellence. Mb 5
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of uﬁ‘ ““‘ mn &G ﬂ
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be o ¢ P P
suitable to join our team you must: - Mh ’ gs ” ) ‘-u ‘ &l ' ’
e Hold afirst Aid certificate a‘.‘."? 4'.‘.'!“"" o o *»
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &‘ pﬁbb
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . ) LQS‘ “ ” LQAA.” . |
. - <y AA_‘
e Speak fluent English J'Aﬁ‘j 0> P o ;d N
e Have excellent presentation pr Mbﬁ" O UA‘S ‘A—')ﬁ M—l Ws-b-“
e Be reliable )la.wi.? :“aw‘ d.\fll.\).QS." c_||..\.|.).0_|.” L,ﬁ u_l_u.AL«.A_Alu
We have the following security positions available; : o, ol - U ¢
Cro?deor;%/rgl - ’L’“ d_us.u.\.“ LJ)L"Q'HS «_Ah.o]ls ‘_\Luu-u.ls.n.“ ).\Sl‘
Events Aud P o R . .
. RSAcericate Joald AlaSq dlolall B dkia .. dad g k>
¢ Available 7 days/nights - bt .“
Statc posions Ak Pl b delu 24/24 Jaw
We have full time, part time and casual positions .. & e . > ot -«
: available. .. 42994 & f> ("’I’ "\E’.l'“ l‘k‘.&" i JI'“""
Previous Applicants need not apply .
No recruitment companies Yoy
Victoria Licence Number: F;74—201—108 . Jead! @@ a8 Tel/Fax:=03 9391 0686
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300572627~ <laddl B s Mb: 04 1794 9650

_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961

www.totospizzahouse.com

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053
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BLUESTAR

logisrzics ﬁ

Sautly pex’) ued deds .
A e zayeddlg O pillg y

HEAD OFFICE MELBDURNE

2432 Stanley Drive Somerion, Vic 3062
Tek [03) 9308 0880 - Fax: {03) 9308 0506

SYDNEY: BRISBANE: ADFEL AIDYE- PEF

B 1551595 Newiom Bd 1IN Beeslesyh B & Georpge Strect =E McDo
Tel: (07} 3344 7400 Tek (08} 8787 GRGS | Tel: (8) 5
Fan: (O07) 3344 7500 | Fan: (08} 8359 0044 | Fax (8}

Tek (02} ETET 0500
Faoc (OF) 9725 4012

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.c
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33 - 37 High.St. Preston Vie 3072
Tell 0394844999 Fax: 0394844566

= MILAD HOMES

Bunldmg ‘& Construction

b 045 555555

,um‘ qpet wwgmmsm

- Renovatioh.: Extensions

e ‘Plans - orﬁsultlng F i

Registered Building ch#ntloner
Workmanship Guarantee—

AL BRI

S 7 LY fud
o3y
SUNRISE BAKE HOUSE
19 g a9 (pomay g il
PR
94841288 Jiai)
757 digh IS¢,
TJHORNBURY,
19C, 3071

Milad El-Halabi - cMmc, JP

» Appointed by the Victorian Government
Justice of the Peace Reg. No. 11838

» Appointed and authorised by
the Australian Government
Civil Marriage Celebrant Reg. No. A11175

> Individual and personal ceremonies
Mob: 0457 555 555 for all occasions and cultures

Fax: (03) 9323 5855 C'ﬁ) el Y1 Gl 3] TS
Mamage Consultant
* Commitments = Funerals

Level 1, 419 Sydney Rd,
Coburg, Vic. 3058
Email: milademc@gmail.com

g 5

Qg i ol ydi
LEBANESE PIZZA & PIES

el ¢ 193] guber g nomad @t ucBlio

Abdo

Directdbr

on-Fri: Tawm - 6pm
Sab-Sum: Teim - Spm

PH: 03 9351 1301 Mob: 0413 124 170
9/11-17 PEARCEDALE PARADE
BROADMEADOWS VIC 3047

\ «Opposite CentreLink»

Cliaeld Sugdf 312
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393 SYDNEY RD COGURG
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almaza Beer

One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon

- now In Australia

To stock in your restaurant
call Classica PL on
03 9383 5222
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Ph: (03)93544683
Mob: 0418 175 417 or 0425 822 244

75Harding St. Coburg Vic
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Tel: 03 9384 6103
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Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati, left, and Labor Minister Char-
bel Nahhas, right, arrive at the Presidential Palace to attend a Cabinet
session in Baabda, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2011. (Mohammad
Azakiri The Daily Star)

BEIRUT: Tensions re-
surfaced between Prime
Minister Najib Mikati and
Labor Minister Charbel
Nahhas at Wednesday’s
Cabinet meeting as the
government sought to
address problems in the
electricity sector.

Political sources said
Nahhas raised the ire of
both Mikati and Interior
Minister Marwan Charbel,
who threatened to walk
out of the session, but
was talked out of it by his
colleagues.

The sources said the fire-
works began when Char-
bel broached the issue of
recruiting personnel for
the Gendarmarie, a na-
tional police force, which
prompted  Nahhas to
question why Charbel had
failed to sack Maj. Gen.
Ashraf Rifi, the command-
er of the Internal Security
Forces, which is attached
to the Interior Ministry.
The sources quoted Nah-
has, the telecommuni-
cations minister in the
previous government, as
saying that Rifi should
have been punished for
his role in allowing the ex-
istence of a third mobile
phone network, outside
the control of the execu-
tive branch.

“Charbel said the matter
should have been handled
by the former interior min-
ister, [Ziyad Baroud], and
if he had been in [Char-
bel’s] place, he wouldn’t
have allowed things to go
this far,” a source told The
Daily Star.

A heated discussion

erupted and Charbel rose
to leave, until Mikati and
other ministers persuaded
him to stay.

Mikati was reportedly an-
gered by Nahhas’ com-
ments, saying that the “is-
sue [of Rifi’s performance
as ISF head] is over” and
advising ministers to put
the incident behind them.
Ministers eventually en-
dorsed Charbel’s request
to increase the number of
Gendarmarie recruits from
4,000 fo 6,000 beginning
in July, although they will
not be officially employed
until next year.

Ironically, the prime min-
ister had opened the ses-
sion, which he chaired at
the Grand Serail, by telling
ministers that differences
of opinion were natural in
the government, and that
all divisive topics could
be treated through dia-
logue and discussion.

He also implicitly rejected
criticism by General Mi-
chel Aoun’s Free Patriotic
Movement that “the gov-
ernment” was blocking
the work of its ministers.
“Is it reasonable to say
that the Cabinet is block-
ing projects because
there is a delay in decid-
ing? ” Mikati asked. “This
is due to the need for
more study, and not a de-
lay or obstruction.”

The comments were di-
rected at FPM politicians,
led by Energy Minister
Gibran Bassil, who has
complained that the Cabi-
net has not moved quick-
ly enough to endorse his
plan to revive the electric-

Sparks fly at Cabinet session

ity sector. FPM leader Mi-
chel Aoun has encouraged
the public to demonstrate
against the government’s|
performance on improv-
ing electricity services al-
though his bloc holds the|
energy portfolio.

At the session, the min-
isters endorsed Bassil’s|
[proposal to address the
long-standing contro-
versy over a high-tension|
electricity project in the
Metn town of Mansourieh.
The government agreed
to allow residents in the
area to sell their homes
to the government if they,
wish to vacate the area
due to health concerns.
After the session, Infor-
mation Minister Walid
Daouk was asked wheth-
er the government in-
tended to resort to force
to solve the Mansourieh
issue. “There will be no
resorting to force, but we
will try as much as pos-
sible to solve this calmly,
and we hope that every-
one will be responsive’
to the government’s offer,
Daouk said.

The electricity sector will
be the topic of the govern-|
ment’s next meeting on
Tuesday, Daouk added.
The session, to be held a
Baabda Palace, will also
tackle the 2012 draft bud-
get, the minister said.
Addressing the issue
of public safety, which
has been in the public
eye since a deadly build-
ing collapse in Ashrafieh
claimed 21 lives earlien
this month, the ministers|
endorsed a modification
to legislation governing
buildings and elevators.
The government endorsed
a “revival” of the Elissarn
project to develop the
southern suburbs of Bei-|
rut, which was launched
after the Civil War.

A number of other draft
decrees were also ap-
[proved, covering bilateral
tourism and economic
|projects with a number of
countries.

France ignores Turk threats, vows
genocide

A manipulated picture of France’s President Nicolas Sarkozy reading
“Now his name is Satan” AFP - Bulent Kilic

PARIS: France on Tuesday
brushed off angry threats
of retaliation by Turkey and
vowed to enforce within a
fortnight a new law ban-
ning denial of the Arme-
nian genocide.

The French Senate on Mon-
day approved the measure
which threatens with jail
anyone in France who de-
nies that the 1915 massa-
cre of Armenians by Otto-
man Turk forces amounted
to genocide.

That sparked a furious re-
action in Turkey, where
hundreds protested out-
side the French embassy
in Ankara and Prime Minis-
ter Recep Tayyip Erdogan
denounced the move as
“tantamount to discrimina-
tion and racism”.

Erdogan warned that his
Islamist-rooted  govern-
ment would punish Paris
with unspecified retalia-
tory measures if Sarkozy,
whose right-wing UMP par-
ty initiated the bill, signed
it into law.

But Sarkozy appeared un-
deterred.

“The president of the re-
public will promulgate the
law punishing denial of the
genocide of the Armenians
in 1915 within the normal
timeframe,” which is two
weeks, a Sarkozy aide
said.

France has already official-
ly recognised the killings
as a genocide, but the new
law would go further, by
punishing anyone who de-
nies this with up to a year
in jail and a fine of 45,000
euros ($57,000).
Armenians say up to 1.5
million of their forebears
were killed in 1915 and
1916 by the forces of Tur-

key’s former Ottoman Em-
pire.

Turkey disputes the figure,
arguing that 500,000 died,
and denies this was geno-
cide, ascribing the toll to
fighting and starvation
during World War | and ac-
cusing the Armenians of
siding with Russian invad-
ers.

Armenia hailed the pas-
sage of the bill through the
French Senate, with Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian writ-
ing in a letter to Sarkozy:
“France has reaffirmed its
greatness and power, its
devotion to universal hu-
man values.”

The world’s largest Mus-
lim body, the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation,
meanwhile rejected the bill
as inconsistent with his-
torical facts.

Turkey’s ally Azerbaijan
blasted the French vote,
with the foreign minis-
try saying the move was
“against the principles of
democracy, human rights,
freedom of speech and ex-
pression”.

In Washington, State De-
partment Victoria Nuland
said that “this is a mat-
ter between Turkey and
France.. we want to see
good relations between
them.”

Amnesty International
meanwhile, criticised the
law, saying it would violate
freedom of expression.
“This bill, if implemented,
would have a chilling ef-
fect on public debate and
contravene France’s in-
ternational obligations to
uphold freedom of expres-
sion,” said Amnesty’s Eu-
rope and Central Asia di-
rector Nicola Duckworth.

law in two weeks

“People should be free to
express their opinions on
this issue -- in France, Tur-
key and elsewhere,” she
said. “French authorities
are failing to comply with
their international human
rights obligations.”

French Foreign Minister
Alain Juppe, who has pub-
licly said he was against
the bill, appealed Tues-
day to France’s “Turkish
friends” for calm, but his
call went unheeded.
Erdogan said: “We will
implement our sanctions
step by step, without any
retreat. We’ll publicise our
action plan according to
the developments on the
ground.”

When  France’s lower
house passed the bill last
month, Ankara recalled its
envoy to Paris for consul-
tations and froze political
and military ties with Paris
while vowing to impose
“permanent” sanctions if
the measure is finally ad-
opted.

If it takes effect, the law is
expected to hurt diplomat-
ic and trade ties between
the two NATO allies, and
Turkey has drawn up con-
tingency plans.

Possible new sanctions in-
clude lowering diplomatic
ties to the level of charge
d’affaires and halting cul-
tural and scientific cooper-
ation. The Turkish govern-
ment has so far avoided
calling for a full boycott
of French products under
pressure from the Turkish
business community.
Trade between Turkey and
France was worth 12 bil-
lion euros ($15.5 billion) in
2010, with several hundred
French businesses operat-
ing here.

The Turkish press on Tues-
day expressed collective
fury over the bill, accusing
France of breaching the
right of freedom of expres-
sion.

“Shame on you, France”
the daily Vatan said.
“France, where the ideal
of freedom was born, has
delivered the hardest blow
to the freedom of expres-
sion,” it wrote.
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Divided sentiments on show as Egyptians mark anniversary of revolt
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Egyptians march during a demonstration toward Tahrir Square marking the first anniversary

of the popular uprising that unseated President Hosni Mubarak in Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday,

Jan. 25, 2012. (AP Photo)
CAIRO: Tens of thou-
sands massed in Cairo’s
Tahrir Square and other
Egyptian cities Wednes-
day, a year after an upris-
ing erupted that toppled
Hosni Mubarak spurred on
revolts across the region
and exposed rifts in the
Arab world’s most popu-
lous state.

United last year by popu-
lar anger at Mubarak and
his 30-year rule, Egyp-
tians gathering on the
Jan. 25 anniversary were
in high spirits but divided
between activists demand-
ing a swift end to army rule
and Islamists celebrating
their dramatic change in
fortunes after emerging
victors in a parliamentary
election.

One group of mostly
youths in Tahrir stood near
a street where protesters
clashed in November and
December with police and
the army, chanting “Down
with military rule” and
“Revolution until victory,
revolution in all of Egypt’s
streets.”

With  the 83-year-old
Mubarak on trial for his
life but a new parliament
installed this week that is
dominated by his Islamist
adversaries, some of the
youthful
turned to the Internet to
launch last year’s revolt
are disenchanted, weary
of army rule but fearful the
Islamists may also stifle

activists who

their hopes.

Protesters mistrust the
military council that took
charge on Feb. 11 last year
when Mubarak was driven
out and which is led by the
man who was his defense
minister for two decades,
Field Marshall Mohammad
Hussein Tantawi. The army
has vowed to relinquish
power after a presidential
poll in June.

On the other side of the
packed Tahrir Square, a
vast plaza where protest-
ers fought fierce battles
with police during the
18-day uprising last year,
supporters of the once
banned Muslim Brother-
hood and other Islamists
grouped to celebrate.

“Im very happy with the
anniversary of Jan. 25. We
never dreamed of this. The
revolution’s victory was
reaped with the elected
parliament,” said Khaled
Mohammad, 41, a member
of the Brotherhood whose
Freedom and Justice Party
secured the biggest bloc
in parliament after the first
free vote in decades.

A member of the Brother-
hood’s party now sits on
the speaker’s chair, an
idea unimaginable a year
ago when the lower house
was a compliant, rubber-
stamp body stuffed full
of Mubarak’s supporters.
The assembly also has a
strong contingent of ultra-
conservative Salafi Mus-

lims.

However, some liberal
activists fear the Brother-
hood and other Islamists
are colluding with the army
to entrench their position
in mainstream politics at
the expense of a deeper
purge of the old order. Is-
lamists dismiss talk of any
such alliance.

The United States, a close
ally of Egypt under Muba-
rak, praised “several his-
toric milestones in its
transition to democracy”
this week, including the
convening of parliament.
“While many challenges
remain, Egypt has come a
long way in the past year,
and we hope that all Egyp-
tians will commemorate
this anniversary with the
spirit of peace and unity
that prevailed last Janu-
ary,” a White House state-
ment said.

After decades of stagna-
tion, few imagined big po-
litical change possible on
the eve of the protests a
year ago when Egyptians
lived in Mubarak’s tightly
controlled police state.
Even when  protests
erupted with a ferocity
that surprised many, U.S.
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton said on Jan. 25
last year that Mubarak’s
government “is stable and
is looking for ways to re-
spond to the legitimate
needs and interests of the
Egyptian people.”

But for many the changes
are still not enough. Pro-
democracy activists fear
the army which provided
the nation’s leader for six
decades wants to cling
to power from behind the
scenes even after a presi-
dent is elected. Some cast
envious glances toward
Tunisia, whose success-
ful revolt last January in-
spired the Egyptians and
which has now moved di-
rectly to civilian rule. The
activists in Egypt point to
a surge in military trials
of civilians and the use of
violence against protest-
ers as signs of autocratic
ways similar to three de-
cades under Mubarak.

The slow pace of change
also frustrates some Isla-
mists. “When we entered
Tahrir Square a year ago,
we were united. But then
the military council di-
vided us. We must unite
again,” said 24-year-old
Brotherhood  supporter
Amr Sayyid.

When the army was or-
dered onto the streets af-
ter days of clashes with
police during the upris-
ing, the troops were hailed
and cheered. Many Egyp-
tians have since watched
in horror as soldiers have
dragged, beaten and fired
tear gas at demonstrators
demanding that the army
return to its barracks.
Tantawi defended the
military during a televised
speech Tuesday: “The na-
tion and the armed forces
had one aim: for Egypt
to become a democratic
state.”

There were no official
numbers for Wednesday’s
turnout. Some witness es-
timates put the number in
Tahrir at 150,000 or more
although there was a con-
stant flow of people in and
out of the square. Thou-
sands were also out else-
where in Cairo.

Demands for justice for
the “martyrs of the revo-
lution” was a unifying call
for everyone Wednesday.

Four killed in north Iraq violence

FILE - Iraqi security forces inspect the site of a blast in Bartala in the
Nineveh province, north of Baghdad. (TOPSHOTSIAFP PHOTOISTR)
KIRKUK,
bomb attacks in Iraq’s multi-
ethnic northern oil province
of Kirkuk killed four people,

Iraq: Gun and

including two policemen,
on Wednesday, security of-
ficials said.

In Kirkuk city, gunmen Killed
two brothers, both police-
men, security officials said,
speaking on condition of
anonymity.

The pair were part of the Fa-
cilities Protection Service,
which is responsible for se-
curity at key government in-
stallations and buildings.

On the main highway con-
necting Kirkuk to Baghdad,

a civilian was killed and his
wife wounded in a shooting,
the officials said.

And in the town of Tuz Khur-
matu, on the border between
Kirkuk and Salaheddin prov-
inces, a magnetic “sticky
bomb” attached to the car of
a Sunni militiaman killed the
fighter, the officials said.
Kirkuk is at the heart of a
tract of disputed territory
that Kurdish leaders want to
incorporate in their autono-
mous region in the north de-
spite the opposition of many
Arab and Turkmen residents,
as well as Iraqi Prime Minis-
ter Nuri al-Maliki.

Jumblatt admits dispute with
Hezbollah over Syria crisis

BEIRUT: Progressive Social-
ist Party head Walid Jumb-
latt has admitted that there
is a dispute with Hezbollah
leader Sayyed Hasan Nas-
rallah over the crisis in Syr-
ia, now in its tenth month.
“Both sides [the PSP and
Hezbollah] know each oth-
er’s position on Syria. But
the problem lies in that the
party [Hezbollah] holds on
to its position,” Jumblatt
told Al-Akhbar newspaper
in an interview published
Wednesday.

In response to a question as
to whether he had requested
to meet Nasrallah, Jumblatt
said: “I did not and will not
ask for a meeting.”
However, the PSP chief ac-
knowledged that dialogue
with Hezbollah was essen-
tial to protect the country
from ramifications of the un-
rest in its neighbor.

The United Nations esti-
mates over 5,000 Syrians,
mostly civilians, have been
killed in a crackdown by
Damascus, which has faced
anti-government  protests
since

“Dialogue with Hezbollah is
important in order to spare
the country any repercus-
sions of what is happening
or will happen in Syria,”
Jumblatt said, adding: “This
[Syria] is the point of con-

tention. So what’s the use of
debate? ”

Jumblatt also said Deputy
Secretary of State for Near
Eastern Affairs Jeffrey Felt-
man had also told him dur-
ing his visit to Lebanon that
“Americans, too, encourage
dialogue with Hezbollah.
They also praise [Prime Min-
ister Najib] Mikati’'s manage-
ment of political issues.”
“This is a significant shift
compared to their [U.S.] po-
sition a year ago,” Jumblatt
added.

He said that regular meet-
ings between the PSP and
Hezbollah are aimed at main-
taining security and stability
in mixed Druze-Shiite-Sunni
regions of Lebanon, particu-
larly in Shoueifat and sur-
rounding areas, all the way
to Iglim al-Kharroub, south-
east of Beirut.

The PSP chief also praised
Mikati for having managed
to spare the country of civil
strife and said there was a
need for the Cabinet to re-
main.

While he described as
“good” his relationships
with both President Michel
Sleiman and Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri, the
PSP chief said there is “no
row” with Free Patriotic
Movement leader MP Michel
Aoun.
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Syrian Red Crescent head shot dead as violence escalates

Syrian army defectors, patrol a street in Homs province,
central Syria, on Wednesday Jan. 25, 2012. (AP Photo)

BEIRUT: The head of the
Syrian Arab Red Cres-
cent branch in the north-
ern town of Idlib was shot
dead Wednesday, the In-
ternational Committee of
the Red Cross said, while
activists reported deadly
clashes elsewhere be-
tween government forces
and army defectors.
Abdul-Razak Jbero had
been on his way by from
Damascus to Idlib when
he was shot said Hi-
cham Hassan, an ICRC
spokesman in Geneva.
An ICRC statement said
he was riding in a “ve-
hicle clearly marked with
a Red Crescent emblem”
and expressed shock at
the killing.

Syria’s state-run media
blamed “terrorists” for
the attack.

President Bashar As-
sad’s regime claims it
is terrorists acting out a
foreign conspiracy, rath-
er than protesters seek-
ing change in one of the
region’s most autocratic
states, that are behind
the country’s 10-month-
old uprising.

The Syrian revolt, which
began 10 months ago
with largely peaceful
protests, has grown in-
creasingly militarized in
recent months as frus-
trated regime opponents
and army defectors fight
back against government
forces.

Government forces
clashed Wednesday
with army defectors and
stormed rebellious dis-
tricts in central Syria, fir-

ing mortars and deploy-
ing snipers in violence
that killed at least seven
people, including a moth-
er and her 5-year-old
child, activists said.
Pressure on Syria to end
10 months of bloodshed
has so far produced few
results. Gulf states led by
Saudi Arabia have pulled
out of the Arab League’s
observers mission, ask-
ing the UN. Security
Council to intervene. De-
cisive action from the U.N.
appears unlikely, how-
ever, as Russia, a strong
Syrian ally, has opposed
moves like sanctions.
While Syria has approved
the extension of the ob-
servers’ presence for
another month, Syrian
Foreign Minister Walid
al-Moallem signaled
Tuesday that the crack-
down on protests would
continue, insisting that
Syria would solve its own
problems.

A Syrian military assault
near Hama began Tues-
day night, according to
the Local Coordination
Committees, an umbrella
group of activists and op-
position members. Shells
slammed into several
districts around Hama’s
Bab Qebli area, the LCC
said.

“It was impossible to
rescue the wounded due
to the ongoing arbitrary
shelling,” the group said
in a statement.

Two people were Kkilled
by sniper fire, accord-
ing to the LCC and an-
other opposition group,

the Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights.

In the town of Qusair near
the central city of Homs,
a woman and her 5-year-
old child were killed when
a shell struck their home
during clashes between
government troops and
gunmen believed to be

army defectors, both
groups said.
SANA said an “armed

terrorist group” was also
responsible for the death
in Hama of priest Bassil-
ius Nassar but the LCC
said he was “martyred”
during an army assault
on the city’s Al-Jarajmah
neighborhood.

Three other people were
killed during raids in a
Damascus suburbs. The
Arab strategy to solve
the crisis appears to
be collapsing. After an-
nouncing their pullout
from the observers mis-
sion, Gulf Arab countries
urged the Security Coun-
cil to take all “necessary
measures” to force the
country to implement a
League peace plan an-
nounced Sunday to cre-
ate a national unity gov-
ernment in two months.
Damascus has rejected
the plan as a violation of
national sovereignty.

The US., the European
Union, the Arab League
and Turkey all have intro-
duced sanctions against
Damascus in response to
Assad’s crackdown, but
Russia threatens to veto
such measures.

Russia’s Foreign Minister
SergeiLavrovWednesday
said his country, which
holds a veto in the Secu-
rity Council, was open to
“constructive proposals”
but reiterated his oppo-
sition to sanctions and
military intervention. “We
are open to constructive
proposals that go in line
with the set task of end-
ing violence,” he said.
Council diplomats said

Wednesday the U.N. Se-
curity Council could vote
as early as next week on
a new Western-Arab draft
resolution endorsing the
Arab League’s call for
Syrian President Bashar
Assad to transfer power
to his deputy. It remains
unclear whether Russia
would wield its veto pow-
ers again. France and
Britain Wednesday joined
efforts at the United Na-
tions.

“The Security Council
must support the Arab
League’s courageous de-
cisions which are trying
to end the repression and
violence in Syria and find
a solution to the political
crisis,” French Foreign
Ministry spokesman Ber-
nard Valero said. “Our
aim is to get a resolution
approved.”

Syria informed the Arab
League Wednesday that
it had agreed to extend
the observer mission one
month, until Feb. 24, said
Adnan al-Khudeir, head
of the Cairo operations
room that handles re-
ports by the monitors. He
also said the League had
put together a new group
of observers to replace
the 55 GCC monitors who
were leaving Wednesday.
They consist of 15 Mau-
ritanians, 10 Palestinians
and six Egyptians, and
they will head to Syria
within a week, he added.

Defectors clashed with
government soldiers
Wednesday in northern
Syria’s Idlib province, ac-
tivists said.

A Jordanian man of Pal-
estinian origin accused
pro-regime forces of kid-
napping and killing his
27-year old son in Hama.
Hafez Abu Osbeh said
his son, Ahmad, 21, had
been kidnapped last Fri-
day, and his body had
been left outside his
mother’s residence three
days later with gunshot
wounds to his head.

Bellemare meets with min-
isters on day 1 of farewell
visit to Beirut

Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati, right, meets with Spe-
cial Tribunal for Lebanon Prosecutor Daniel Bellemare at
the Grand Serail in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Jan. 25,
2012. (The Daily Star/Dalati Nohra, HO)

BEIRUT: Special Tribu-
nal for Lebanon Prose-
cutor Daniel Bellemare
met with the country’s
top ministers as well
as the head of the Leb-
anese Army Wednes-
day, on the first day
of his farewell visit to
Beirut.

Sources at the Grand
Serail said Bellemare,
who arrived in Bei-
rut late Tuesday, met
Prime Minister Najib
Mikati at around 9:30
a.m., away from the
media spotlight.
Bellemare then headed
to the Foreign Ministry
for talks with Foreign
Minister Adnan Man-
sour.

The Canadian judge
announced in Decem-
ber that, for health rea-
sons, he would resign
from his position when
the U.N.-backed court’s
first three-year man-
date ends in March.

He has served as STL

prosecutor since 2009,
when he was appoint-
ed by UN. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon.
His successor will also
be named by the U.N.
chief.

Bellemare also met with
Defense Minister Fayez
Ghosn, speaking on re-
cent developments and
the general situation
in the country, before
meeting with Lebanese
Army Commander Gen.
Jean Kahwagi at his of-
fice in Yarze, northeast
of Beirut.

Under Bellemare, the
STL indicted four mem-
bers of Hezbollah in the
2005 assassination of
former Prime Minister
Rafik Hariri.

Analysts have said that
Bellemare’s departure
is likely to slow the
pace of a trial should
the court begin in-
absentia proceedings
against the four men,
who remain at large.

Fire at Beirut factory contained,
owner suffers heart attack

BEIRUT: A fire that
broke out at a shoe fac-
tory in Sad-Boushrieh,
northeast of Beirut,
Wednesday, has been
contained.

Security sources told
The Daily Star that
the owner of the fac-
tory, Michel Daher, suf-

fered a heart attack as
he watched fire crews
douse the blaze that
broke out on the third
floor of his business.
They said a woman at
the factory was trans-
ported to hospital and
is being treated for
smoke inhalation.
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Lebanese in Nigeria live under specter of civil war

T
|

Two residents pass by bombed corner shops attached to
Bompai police barracks in the northern Nigerian city of
Kano. (AFP PHOTO 1 AMINU ABUBAKAR)

BEIRUT: The roughly
20,000 Lebanese living
in Nigeria are hunkering
down and eyeing the ex-
its as Africa’s most popu-
lous nation is becoming
increasingly unstable and
sliding to what some ana-
lysts say could be a mas-
sive civil war.

The radical Islamist group
Boko Haram has killed
hundreds of people in sec-
tarian attacks across the
country and is demanding
a religious purge of the
Muslim-dominated north-
ern region. Nigeria’s gov-
ernment has yet to rein in
the paroxysms of violence
that threaten to plunge Af-
rica’s largest oil producer
into chaos.

For Mohammad Obeid, a
Lebanese from Tripoli who
lives in the central Nigerian
city of Abuja, the situation
is deeply worrisome. “Our
main concern and fear
these days is it doesn’t
turn to civil war, as things
are going out of control,”
Obeid writes in an email.
“The riots, strikes, armed
gangs, lack of security and
most important the evolv-
ing sectarian hatred. For
me | will be leaving this
country if this violence
turns to a civil war. In this
situation we will be a num-
ber one target for kidnap-
pers and armed thugs,” he
adds.

With the country’s Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan
acknowledging that Boko
Haram has infiltrated the
country’s security appa-
ratus and increasing calls
for reprisals for the Kill-
ings, Nigeria’s outlook is
decidedly grim.

When people fled Lebanon
during the Civil War, thou-
sands ended up in Nigeria.

Since then the diaspora
in Nigeria has prospered
and grown in the country
via influential business
and communication net-
works with other Lebanese
around the world.

That success has let Leb-
anese build roads and
schools in Nigeria and
send remittances back
home. The director general
of the Foreign Affairs Min-
istry says the total number
of Lebanese in Nigeria is
now roughly 20,000.

But now many of those
families are beginning to
have to confront the same
question they had to an-
swer in Lebanon over A0
years ago: What do we do
if things get worse?

Half of the population in
Africa’s largest oil pro-
ducer is Muslim and live
mostly in the north, while
the country’s 40 percent
Christian population live
largely in the south. The
latest bombings have of-
ten targeted the country’s
Christians and have been
almost entirely attributed
to Boko Haram.

A number of experts are
warning of a large-scale
civil war in Nigeria based
on that religious divide
and a host of unresolved
political and social prob-
lems. U.S. military experts
at The Center for Strategy
and Technology forecast
that by 2030 Nigeria could
have a major civil war com-
parable to Lebanon’s

At the moment Lebanese
in Nigeria, particularly in
the north, say the they are
living in a state of anxiety
and fear and have little
support besides their own
family networks. Many say
the Lebanese Embassy is
a non-entity that isn’t help-

ing them confront the dan-
ger in the country.

“We are citizens without a
government. No one tried
to contact us or advise us
about the situation or what
we have to do if things take
a turn for the worse,” says
Obeid, who is working as
an accountant in Nigeria
for a Lebanese company.
He adds that he follows
messages from the U.S.
Embassy on Twitter to find
warnings and directions
when something goes
wrong.

For now the political situ-
ation in the country hasn’t
completely  deteriorated
and some Lebanese are
holding out hope that the
situation improves.

Peter Adebayo, a professor
at the University of llorin
in Nigeria who studies the
Lebanese diaspora, says
the Lebanese community
is deeply entrenched in
Nigerian society and its
leaders are looking for im-
provement, and not evacu-
ation.

Adebayo is in the process
of surveying the violence-
affected areas in northern
Nigeria to understand how
Lebanese are responding.
He writes by email that
Lebanese community lead-
ers in Nigeria are “com-
pletely dissatisfied” with
the present situation and
are fearful that the Boko
Haram wants to “turn Ni-
geria into Pakistan.”

If things continue to wors-
en picking up and leaving
is more difficult for some
Lebanese than others.
David Ramone, who is
Lebanese-Nigerian, says
despite his concern over
his safety leaving won’t be
easy.

“Half of my family is Nige-
rian ... I cant just leave like
that,” the 23-year-old told
The Daily Star over Twit-
ter.

For now Ramone has to
take his safety into his
own hands - he is stay-
ing indoors and avoiding
crowded areas when he
can.“The government lit-
erally can’t do anything to
predict the attacks by the
Boko Haram ... they strike
at will and kill people,” he
says.

Lebanese banks cope with falling rates

Banks will try to diversify their revenues as interest rates slide.

BEIRUT: A decline in de-
posit interest rates hinges
on increased confidence
in Lebanon’s political and
macroeconomic perfor-
mance, bankers told The
Daily Star, as Lebanese
banks reported waning net
profit growth in 2011.
Lebanon’s two largest
banks Audi and BLOM re-
ported this week a net profit
of $365 million and $331.5
million respectively, with
the first rising by 3.1 per-
cent and the second by only
0.02 percent.

Other Lebanese banks
listed on the Beirut Stock
Exchange are expected to
release their yearly results
for 2011 before the end of
this month.

Head of Research at Bank
Audi Marwan Barakat said
banks would see increased
pressure on interest rate
spreads as more Lebanese
pound Treasury Bills ma-
ture in 2012 and banks re-
new them at 2 percent less
than the initial subscription
yields, while the cost of
Lebanese pound deposits
remains stable.

Regarding the U.S .dollar,
Barakat told The Daily Star
that the negative carry on
primary liquidity in foreign
currency would continue
throughout 2012 because
interest rates globally are
expected to remain low.

He added that the average
cost of deposits in Lebanon
is about 3 percent in foreign
currency while the London
Interbank Offered Rate (LI
BOR,) is only 0.5 percent.
“Lebanese banks are invest-
ing their liquidity abroad at
0.5 percent. This means that
we have a negative carry of
2.5 percent. We are seeing
record low LIBOR ... and the
Federal Reserve is saying it

is not considering raising
interest rates,” Barakat ex-
plained.

He said a decision to main-
tain interest rates at the
current level or lower is
dependent on the political
and macroeconomic perfor-
mance of Lebanon.

Head of Economic Research
at Byblos Bank Nassib Gho-
bril said the Association of
Banks recommended last
week to its members reduc-
ing interest rates on de-
posits upon renewal by 50
basis points, especially on
Lebanese pound deposits.
“Can banks lower their inter-
est rates? This remains to
be seen. But can they main-
tain the same rate while it
erodes their profitability? ”
Ghobril asked.

However, an adviser to
Fransabank’s chairman,
Joe Sarrouh, downplayed
the importance of falling
interest margins on declin-
ing bank profits, attribut-
ing the slowdown to lower
economic activity in general
and provisions of profits in
Syrian entities.

“There are some banks do-
ing better than others. For
example, Bank Audi report-
ed that earnings per share
were up 1 percent in 2011,
which means more efficien-
cy in operations,” Sarrouh
said.

He added that while margins
are down, they remain at an
acceptable rate consider-
ing the circumstances. “I
think economic activity will
pick up in the second half of
2012.”

He warned that continued
slow economic activity next
year would pile pressure on
interest rates.

“But this will be the last re-
sort. Banks should rather
seek more efficiency in op-

erations to have a better
grip on the expenses side,”
he said.

To support the entire econo-
my and help banks find new
projects to finance, Ghobril
said Lebanon should see
a decline in the borrowing
need of the government,
which is what the initiation
of public-private partner-
ship would do.

“Today the banks are com-
peting for the same share
of the market at the current
economy growth rate, which
isn’t growing enough to cre-
ate new clients,” he said.

“If you take a look at the bal-
ance of payments, we have
recorded a deficit of $2.7 bil-
lion in the first 11 months of
2010 attributed in part to a
large trade deficit and in part
to the fact that more money
is leaving the country than
coming in,” he added.

He added that bank invest-
ments and lending abroad
have declined due to a glob-
al slowdown in growth.
Lebanese commercial banks
saw their net income in the
first 11 months of 2011 fall
by 10.3 percent compared
to the same period of 2010.
This was the first such con-
traction in profits in eight
years.

The net profits of the bank-
ing sector up to November
2011 reached $1.318 bil-
lion, compared to $1.642
billion in the same period of
2010, Central Bank figures
showed.

The results are confined to
the banks’ domestic opera-
tions.

“The contraction in net prof-
its comes within the context
of lower activity growth over
the year, coupled with down-
ward pressures on spreads
and interest margins. Also,
non-interest income is re-
flected in the slowdown of
private spending, and is
believed to have stagnated
over the past year,” a report
released last week by Bank
Audi said.

Banks are trying to diver-
sify their income by reduc-
ing their dependence on
interest generated income,
though revenues from com-
missions and fees still do
not exceed 35 percent of
the total profits of Lebanese
banks.
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Australia Day events are cancelled or moved because of wet weather

Billy Ryder, 10, from Cudgen, along with Sumer Ryder, 13, watch debris float down the
swollen Tweed River in the Northern NSW town of Chindera. Pic: Dan Himbrechts Source:
The Daily Telegraph

THOUSANDS more people
on the NSW north coast
could be forced to leave
their homes and camper-
vans on Australia Day as
floodwaters continue to
rise.

Two Black Hawk helicop-
ters, normally based at
Oakey in Queensland, were
dispatched to Lismore at
the request of local author-
ities, the defence depart-
ment said.

Acting Deputy Commander
Joint Operation Commo-
dore Michael Noonan said
the two helicopters and
crews would provide much
needed support to local
agencies dealing with the
flooding.

They are equipped with
winching systems, long-
range fuel tanks and night
vision equipment.

The Pacific Highway is
closed in both directions at
Corindi on the state’s North
Coast due to flooding and
motorists have been ad-
vised to delay their travel.
Almost 2000 people were
ordered out of the Tweed
River area by State Emer-
gency Service on wednes-
day.

MOTORISTS are being
warned of several major
road closures and dan-
gerous conditions in the
state’s north due to flood-

ing.

THE wet weather is prov-
ing very un-Australian and
making organisers of Aus-
tralia Day celebrations very
nervous.

Although the rain eased
overnight, run-off is pour-
ing into the already swol-
len local creeks and rivers,
threatening another 3200
people with evacuation.
SES spokeswoman Stepha-
nie Heard said holidaymak-
ers in the area were a key
focus of todays’s flood
evacuation orders.

She said the SES had re-
ceived around 530 calls for
assistance, many from out-
of-towners unfamiliar with
the risks of floods.

“Locals in some of these
areas... they’re pretty good
with their local knowledge,”
Ms Heard told AAP.
“Definitely a concern for us
is that there is a lot of peo-
ple there that aren’t used to
these creeks or the roads.”
Homes and campervan
parks in Chinderah, Tum-
bulgum, Condong, South
Murwillumbah and Single
Head will be targeted by the
SES throughout the day.
About 160 volunteers from
across NSW will spend
Australia Day away from
their families assisting
flood victims affected by
days of heavy rain.

“There is a lot of volun-
teers who bleed orange,”

Ms Heard said, referring to
the bright uniforms worn
by emergency officers.

“It does show how commit-
ted they are to their local
communities.

“They absolutely love it.”
Despite a slight reprieve
from the rain at about 10pm
tonight, Ms Heard said the
situation wasn’t looking
good into the weekend.
“The weather forecast from
the BOM (Bureau of Meteo-
rology) is that it’s going to
get worse again,” she said.
“Basically all the rivers from
Taree up to the Queensland
border are in flood.”

Senior meteorologist at
The Weather Channel, Tom
Saunders, said northwest
NSW would be lashed this
weekend by a new weather
system heading south from
Queensland.

“We’ll see widespread falls,
over 100mm,” he told the
Seven Network.

“But the heavy rain will also
continue near the coast for
at least another week.”

The Bellingen Shire’s Aus-
tralia Day celebrations at
Urunga Public School have
been cancelled due to the
wet weather which has sat-
urated the region.

A revised Australia Day
event will be held at a date
to be decided.

“Council regrets the post-
ponement, however it was

decided this was the best
option with the current
weather conditions and the
forecast for the next few
days,” said Mayor Mark
Troy.

On the mid-north coast at
Macksville, NSW Fire Res-
cue officer Matt Ward was
out in the driving rain clean-
ing up an oil spill caused by
the wild weather.
“Generally with an oil spill
you can see the different
colours, but with the rain
this hard you can’t see any-
thing,” Mr Ward said.

He said he expected to be
kept busy throughout Aus-
tralia Day, as the nearby
Nambucca River continued
to swell.

“With the flooding we get
car accidents, oil spills like
this, and a lot of electrical
faults with power lines,” he
told AAP.

“It hasn’t been too bad so
far, but we’ll take it as it
comes. They’re forecasting
the weather to get worse.”
Wet weather has also forced
The Hills Shire Council to
cancel some components
of its celebrations. Rides
and fireworks were forced
to be canceled because op-
erators were unable to set
up.

But it’s not all bad news.
“At this stage the Dragon
concert and main stage en-
tertainment will proceed as
planned as will various flag
raising ceremonies around
the Hills as will the event at
Castle Hill Main St,”” a Hills
Council spokeswoman
said.

Parramatta Council has
also announced the cancel-
lation of its morning pro-
grams at Parramatta Park.
Its decision was based on
safety and to ensure that
there was no risk of injury
to people or the property.
In Orange, an alternate
venue has been announced
should rain continue on
thursday morning.

Orange Council has an-
nounced the celebrations
may be moved to the North
Court and Forecourt adja-
cent to the Civic Centre.

Kylie Minogue announced
guest of honour at this
year’s Sydney Mardi Gras

Kylie Minogue will star as guest of honour at this year\s

Sydney Mardi Gras. Source: The Daily Telegraph

AFTER 14 years pop
princess Kylie Minogue
is finally returning to
Oxford Street to take
centre stage at this
year’s Sydney Mardi
Gras.

The singer, who last
performed at the gay,
lesbian and transgen-
der event in 1998, will
be the guest of honour
at the parade.

“l am coming home for
Mardi Gras this year!”
Minogue said in a state-
ment on Thursday.
Minogue, who is cel-
ebrating her 25th an-
hiversary in music, has
been a long-time sup-
porter of the Sydney
Mardi Gras.

“l simply cannot wait,
and it’s going to be a
beautiful way to cel-
ebrate 25 years of this
relationship.”

Minogue began her
career as a teenage
actress on Australian

television soap Neigh-
bours, before moving
into the music industry
and releasing her debut
single Locomotion in
1987. Last November
Minogue was inducted
into the ARIA Hall of
Fame.

“Your support over the
years has just been
phenomenal and | can’t
wait to come home and
share that with you. So
see you in March.”
Minogue took to Twitter
to comment on the an-

nouncement.
“Fourteen years since
my last Mardi Gras!

Can’t wait to see you
there in March,” she
tweeted with the hash
tag enbringonthelove.
According to research
by Destination NSW,
Sydney Mardi Gras at-
tracts over 20,000 visi-
tors.

The Sydney Mardi Gras
is on Saturday, March 3




Page 37

Saturday 28 January 2012

the middle east

JEEEN

YoNY Rl Hgals YA Camdl

YV iodua

News

PM Julia Gillard calls in
entire caucus for crisis

Maddie Stern (5) meets with the Prime Minister of Australia, Julia Gillard. The Prime Minister Julia
Gillard and NSW Premier, Barry O’Farrell visit the Sydney Conservatorium High School. Picture:
Brad Hunter Source: The Daily Telegraph

THE entire Labor caucus
has been ordered to an
unprecedented weekend
brainstorming session be-
fore parliament resumes,
as Prime Minister Julia
Gillard moves to keep her
party on side.

All 102 MPs will workshop
policy ideas and strate-
gies, with one saying:
“We will be getting the
butcher paper and Textas
out and solving the coun-
try’s problems.”

MPs will also be asked to
raise any concerns they
have in their electorates
with the PM and the cabi-
net directly.

The “planning day” ap-
pears similar to former
NSW premier Kristina
Keneally’s “whiteboard
workshop” with her new
caucus when she took the
leadership in 2009 - and
which drew widespread
ridicule from MPs.

“Yeah, it's 1000 flow-
ers blooming,” said one
backbencher, in reference
to Chinese communist
leader Mao Zedong’s at-
tempt in 1957 to flush out
dissidents.

“This is an exercise in try-
ing to beguile the back-
bench,” another MP said.
“She knows she is in
trouble and wants to con-

vince the caucus to stick
with her.”

The planning day will be
held in the Labor caucus
room at parliament at
2pm on Sunday, February
5, before parliament re-
sumes on the Tuesday.

It will be followed by a
barbecue with the PM at
The Lodge at 5.30pm.
Some MPs claimed it was
an attempt to rally the cau-
cus behind her, with fears
lingering that support has
been leaking away to For-
eign Minister Kevin Rudd
over the summer break.
Although special caucus
meetings are often held
on specific policy issues,
this is the first of its type
to allow the backbench
input into general policy
direction.

One MP said the meeting
was “a subtle reminder of
what life was like under
Kevin”.

A message was sent to
NSW MPs early last week
from backbencher Daryl
Melham, informing them
they would have to be in
Canberra on February 5
for the meeting.

“The Prime Minister has
asked me to call the cau-
cus together for a plan-
ning session for 2012,”
he wrote.

Senior members of the
Gillard government were
concerned that the cau-
cus would “blow up” if
the pokie reform ishad
not been resolved before
parliament resumed.
They conceded part of
the strategy of dumping
the deal with indepen-
dent Andrew Wilkie last
week was the timing.
“This meeting allows us
to move forward without
the pokie issue becoming
the single issue of focus
for MPs, especially those
from NSW,” one minister
said.

Another agreed the sum-
mit was unusual: “Yes, it
is the first time we have
done anything like this in
that format. But it will be
good for MPs to get stuff
off their chest.”

Another MP said the
backbench would see
through it and most of the
major decisions, such as
pokies, had been done
without caucus: “What
difference will this make?
It's for one reason only.
Kevin Rudd.”

Mr Rudd used to hold
similar meetings in oppo-
sition but was accused of
abandoning caucus input
on becoming prime min-
ister.

Bligh calls election for March 24

Anna Bligh at the press conference where she announced the
state election will be held on March 24. iPhone Picture: Jono Sear-

le. Source: The Courier-Mail

PREMIER Anna Bligh
has called an election
for March 24 after say-
ing she wanted to go on
March 3.

Ms Bligh has told a me-
dia conference she was

going to call the election
for March 3. However,
she says that’s not pos-
sible now as she wants
Queenslanders to see
the flood report first.

She said she will go to

the Governor on Febru-
ary 19.

Yesterday, the Premier
said she’d granted an
extension to the Queen-
sland floods inquiry so
it could examine new
claims Wivenhoe dam
was mismanaged.

She warned it could affect
the timing of state and
local elections, because
Queenslanders needed
to see the inquiry’s final
report before they went
to the ballot box.

The inquiry had been due
to provide its final report
by February 24.

Ms Bligh said she was
seeking urgent legal ad-
vice “on a number of op-
tions”.

The Premier did not pro-
vide a hew reporting date
for the inquiry.

Former PM Kevin Rudd and some of his
backers will miss a Labor strategy session

KEVIN Rudd will be ab-
sent from a key strat-
egy meeting next month
aimed at shoring up Julia
Gillard’s prime minister-
ship, instead attending
a global security confer-
ence.

It is understood the For-
eign Minister will attend
the Munich Security
Conference 2012, which
runs from February 3
to 5, while several of Mr
Rudd’s backers are also
expected to miss the
session.

Every member of the
Labor caucus has been
urged to attend the Feb-
ruary 5 strategy meeting,
as revealed by The Aus-
tralian Online on Monday,
which will be followed by
a caucus barbecue at the
Lodge on the Monday be-
fore parliament resumes.
All 102 members of the
Labor caucus have been
asked to attend the ses-

sion, where they will

next month

have an opportunity to
raise discuss strategy
and raise concerns from
their electorates.

One Rudd supporter
told The Australian On-
line: “If the strategy day
helps the prime minister
work out what she is do-
ing, that would be a good
thing”.

“l won’t make it, I've got
functions on that day,”
the MP said.

Trade Minister Craig
Emerson played down
the significance of the
meeting, characterising
it as an extended caucus
meeting.

“We do actually have
as long a discussion in
Caucus as we can man-

age. And | can tell you
this about Caucus: if
there’s a bit of extra time
to be filled up the Cau-
cus members will fill it
up because they have
got plenty of opinions to
express,” he told radio
station 2CC ov wednes-
day morning.

“But when parliament is
actually on, there’s not
all that much time. And
here’s an opportunity to
spend more time, to give
Caucus members an op-
portunity to express their
opinions about the policy
issues that are going on
in their own electorates.”
But opposition immigra-
tion spokesman Scott
Morrison said the meet-
ing was a clear sign Ms
Gillard’s leadership was
in crisis.

“This is a crisis meeting
of Julia Gillard’s leader-
ship for a government
that has run out of ideas
and money,” he said.
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More rain to come as southeast Queensland cops a drenching

Car flooded at Kenmore

DOZENS of people have

been evacuated from
their homes, hundreds of
streets closed and Austra-
lia Day celebrations can-
celled as drenching rain
continues to fall across
the Queensland.
Conditions are expected
to worsen with creeks
already breaking their
banks, sending floodwa-
ters into homes and busi-
nesses, the Courier-Mail
reported.

Two women were re-
ported missing after a
car was found flooded in
the Glass House Moun-
tains with no-one inside,
but police found them on
wednesday morning.

On tuesday night, emer-
gency rescue officers
were called to Bellmere,
north of Caboolture, after
reports of people trapped
in their cars by floodwa-
ters.

Conditions are expected
to worsen with creeks
already breaking their
banks, sending floodwa-
ters into homes and busi-
nesses.

As at 5.45am Wednesday
there are flood warnings
for the Mary, Noosa, Ma-
roochy and Mooloolah riv-
ers, north of Brisbane and
for the Albert and Logan
rivers south of Brisbane.
On tuesday night, emer-

gency rescue officers
were called to Bellmere,
north of Caboolture, after
reports of people trapped
in their cars by floodwa-
ters. On arrival, police
found the occupants had
managed to free them-
selves.

And a car was found flood-
ed in the Glass House
Mountains with no one in-
side. Ambulance and fire
crews were called to Old
Gympie Road for a water
rescue about 8.30pm but
the car was found empty.
Police were searching to
determine whether any-
one is missing.

Three people were forced
to swim from their car at
Kenmore Hills, in Bris-
bane’s west, after being
caught in waters yester-
day afternoon, while an
ABC childcare centre was
evacuated on Zillmere Rd
at Boondall, in the city’s
north.

Three people in Narangba
were rescued after their
house was flooded.
Rescue crews were called
to a house on Moore
Road in Kurwongbah in
Brisbane’s north at 8pm
but were unable to find
anyone in danger.

After a further street pa-
trol, however, three peo-
ple were found stuck in
their house.

Car flooded at Kenmore

Earlier in the day, five
children were reported
trapped in chest-deep
stormwater at Moray-
field, north of Brisbane,
prompting calls for closer
parental supervision in
waterways.

Evacuation centres were
set up in Deception Bay
and Narangba, also to
Brisbane’s north, On
tuesday night.

The SES received more
than 400 requests for as-
sistance between mid-
night and 4pm and re-
sponded to more than 160
jobs across Queensland,
including 90 jobs in Bris-
bane, 50 in the southeast
and 23 across the north
coast.

At Toombul, in Brisbane’s
north, several cars were
immersed “roughly half-
way up their windows”,
although no one was in-
jured.

The Sunshine Coast was
hammered yesterday, with
Sugarbag Rd at Aroona
recording 222mm be-
tween 9am and 5pm, and
many other places getting
more than 150mm.

Falls of more than 100mm
were recorded throughout
Brisbane and as far west
as Goondiwindi, extend-
ing north.

Thirty  Brisbane bus
routes were also either
cut or rerouted.

Power interruptions hit
the grid yesterday, affect-
ing about 9000 homes in
the southeast.

Weather bureau forecast-
er Jackson Browne said
no rainfall records were
broken on tuesday.
“There’s still a moist in-
flow off the ocean from an
upper level trough. The

trough is inducing the
rain and it isn’t moving
anywhere,” he said.

“The other major fac-
tor is the monsoon
trough, which is gradu-
ally strengthening. It's a
bit unusual, dipping so
far south, but not uncom-
mon.”

More drenching rain is
expected today in the
soaked southeast, north
and central areas.
Brisbane, Ipswich, Hervey
Bay, Gympie, Toowoom-
ba and the Sunshine and
Gold coasts are all ex-
pected to receive heavy
falls.

Storms and rain will con-
tinue about Brisbane until
Sunday when it will ease
to showers.

Offshore, conditions will
remain rough. The up-
per Noosa River in the
Cooloola section of Great
Sandy National Park is

flooded, and campers
have been directed to
leave.

Authorities have moved to
ease pressure on dams.
Seqwater mobilised its
Flood Operations Centre
and made moderate re-
leases from Leslie Har-
rison Dam, southeast of
Brisbane at 2pm and the
storage capacity of other
catchments continued
to climb, with North Pine
dam at 95.9 per cent, Som-
erset Dam at 99.6 per cent
and Wivenhoe at 76.1.
Queensland Fire and Res-
cue Service commission-
er Lee Johnson appealed
to drivers not to entered
floodwaters, saying fire-
fighters rescued more
people from water than
they did from fires each
year.

ON-LINE SCAM SURVEY

Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes is en-

couraging local resi-
dents to help law en-
forcement agencies
tackle scammers and
fraudsters by participat-
ing in a confidential on-
line scam survey.

The Australasian Con-
sumer Fraud Task
Force and the Austra-
lian Institute of Crimi-
nology’s annual on-line
scam survey gathers
the most up-to-date and
complete picture of the
prevalence and nature
of scams, assisting gov-
ernments to reduce the
incidence of scams and
better warn the commu-
nity.

Mr. Brookes said infor-
mation supplied by the
public on what scams
are being touted out
there on the ground is
a key weapon in the war
against fraudsters.

“If you have beenthe vic-
tim of a scam or noticed
a new or persistent form
of scam, your participa-
tion in the national on-
line survey can make a
positive contribution to
ridding the community
of these opportunistic
criminals,” he said.
“Scammers target peo-
ple of all ages, incomes
and addresses, but
sadly, it is often those
whom least can afford
to be stung are the ones
to fall into their clutch-
es.

“If each of us plays
our small role in this
Australia-wide effort to
identify scams and learn

how to avoid them, it
may be our family mem-
ber, friend or neighbour
saved from losing their
money or personal iden-
tity security.”

The information re-
ceived by the survey will
assist law enforcement
agencies to better map
emerging scam trends
and identify new and
timely messages to alert
the public as to what to
watch out for and how
to protect yourself from
scams.

Last year's survey
showed a sharp in-
crease in the number
of people being ap-
proached by scammers
and an increase in over-
seas-based telephone
scams and SMS scams.
The on-line scam sur-
vey is open until 31
March. All responses
will remain anonymous.
Individual responses
will not be disclosed
to third parties and will
only be used for statisti-
cal analysis.

“Life throws up enough
hurdles without having
to constantly deal with
people out to fleece us.
Participating in this con-
fidential survey is a way
we can all add to the
sweep of the broom,”
Mr. Brookes said.

The Australian Con-
sumer Taskforce was
formed in 2005 and is
comprised of 22 govern-
ment agencies across
Australia and New Zea-
land and is charged
with protecting con-
sumers against frauds
and scams. New South
Wales is represented by
NSW Fair Trading and
the NSW Police Force’s
Fraud Squad.

You can find the sur-
vey at http://aic.gov.au/
crime—community/sur-
veys/acft.asx

Media: Geoffrey Grasso
0421778 671
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McDonald’s. Rockdale

603 Princes Highway
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At participating restaurants only. ‘Coca-Cola’ and the Contour Bottle are registered trademarks of The Coca-Cola Company.
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