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Tel:

e Be reliable

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control
(Events)

e RSA certificate

4idg Wlea IPS Security fips )

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must:

e Hold a first Aid certificate
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
No recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: employment

ipssecurity.com.au
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333 GUILDFORD RD, GUILDFORD

TEL: 9632 6890

Low Carb Bags 660g
Chocolate OR Banana

weight

{11 1 )

Slimmm#

Meal
Replacement
Shakes Assorted
12 Pack with
="~ Bonus Skin
Basics Sorbolene
Cream 100g

program

1sult your doctor or healthcare professional for advice before embarking on any weight loss program.

53695}

Childre:

pPanadol

ys read the label. Use only as directed. If symptoms persist see your healthcare praf B

Panadol™
Infant Drops

Colourfree

20mL

Silthcare professional.

/ing claims are based on the supplier Recommended Retail Prlce 3

Laundry Powder
350g OR
Morning
Fresh
Dishwashing
Liquid 80%
Bonus 450mL
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Australia Day

Celebrate what's great!

Australia Day isn’t just about freedom and ‘
wide-open spaces. We're not just celebrating \
our diverse blend of cultures. And it’s not just
about friends coming together for an all-day

eat-a-thon. We celebrate on 26 January because
tomorrow, we get to live it all over again.
To find out about celebrations near you,
visit australiaday.org.au
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@ didg dlex IPS Security @ —
| " ATEM
Are you Ifedkupfwr[h yo;Jr current er_n[é)_loyft)arl'i Bt(oke?
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for w . .
change! IPS "’-h-’
At IPS Security V\rl16 value ou?bemployees and know that E]'eCtrlca]' ContraCtlng
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. * o ” ¥ LQ oy " ‘S
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . ) 9
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)ﬁ'.d" Py e &
excellence. Mb 5
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of uﬁ‘ ““‘ mn &G ﬂ
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be o ¢ P P
suitable to join our team you must: - Mh ’ gs ” ) ‘-u ‘ &l ' ’
e Hold afirst Aid certificate a‘.‘."? 4'.‘.'!“"" o o *»
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &‘ pﬁbb
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . ) LQS‘ “ ” LQAA.” . |
. - <y AA_‘
e Speak fluent English J'Aﬁ‘j 0> P o ;d N
e Have excellent presentation pr Mbﬁ" O UA‘S ‘A—')ﬁ M—l Ws-b-“
e Be reliable )la.wi.? :“aw‘ d.\fll.\).QS." c_||..\.|.).0_|.” L,ﬁ u_l_u.AL«.A_Alu
We have the following security positions available; : o, ol - U ¢
Cro?deor;%/rgl - ’L’“ d_us.u.\.“ LJ)L"Q'HS «_Ah.o]ls ‘_\Luu-u.ls.n.“ ).\Sl‘
Events Aud P o R . .
. RSAcericate Joald AlaSq dlolall B dkia .. dad g k>
¢ Available 7 days/nights - bt .“
Statc posions Ak Pl b delu 24/24 Jaw
We have full time, part time and casual positions .. & e . > ot -«
: available. .. 42994 & f> ("’I’ "\E’.l'“ l‘k‘.&" i JI'“""
Previous Applicants need not apply .
No recruitment companies Yoy
Victoria Licence Number: F;74—201—108 . Jead! @@ a8 Tel/Fax:=03 9391 0686
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300572627~ <laddl B s Mb: 04 1794 9650

_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961

www.totospizzahouse.com

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053
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Pizza — Pasta — Steak — Seafood
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BLUESTAR
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HEAD OFFICE MELBDURNE

2432 Stanley Drive Somerion, Vic 3062
Tek [03) 9308 0880 - Fax: {03) 9308 0506

SYDNEY: BRISBANE: ADFEL AIDYE- PEF

B 1551595 Newiom Bd 1IN Beeslesyh B & Georpge Strect =E McDo
Tel: (07} 3344 7400 Tek (08} 8787 GRGS | Tel: (8) 5
Fan: (O07) 3344 7500 | Fan: (08} 8359 0044 | Fax (8}

Tek (02} ETET 0500
Faoc (OF) 9725 4012

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.c
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33 - 37 High.St. Preston Vie 3072
Tell 0394844999 Fax: 0394844566

= MILAD HOMES

Bunldmg ‘& Construction

b 045 555555

,um‘ qpet wwgmmsm

- Renovatioh.: Extensions

e ‘Plans - orﬁsultlng F i

Registered Building ch#ntloner
Workmanship Guarantee—

AL BRI

S 7 LY fud
o3y
SUNRISE BAKE HOUSE
19 g a9 (pomay g il
PR
94841288 Jiai)
757 digh IS¢,
TJHORNBURY,
19C, 3071

Milad El-Halabi - cMmc, JP

» Appointed by the Victorian Government
Justice of the Peace Reg. No. 11838

» Appointed and authorised by
the Australian Government
Civil Marriage Celebrant Reg. No. A11175

> Individual and personal ceremonies
Mob: 0457 555 555 for all occasions and cultures

Fax: (03) 9323 5855 C'ﬁ) el Y1 Gl 3] TS
Mamage Consultant
* Commitments = Funerals

Level 1, 419 Sydney Rd,
Coburg, Vic. 3058
Email: milademc@gmail.com
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LEBANESE PIZZA & PIES

el ¢ 193] guber g nomad @t ucBlio

Abdo

Directdbr

on-Fri: Tawm - 6pm
Sab-Sum: Teim - Spm

PH: 03 9351 1301 Mob: 0413 124 170
9/11-17 PEARCEDALE PARADE
BROADMEADOWS VIC 3047

\ «Opposite CentreLink»

Cliaeld Sugdf 312

- Ooanae @ - Sl gl gldd | Laagn pudi
(i - Bonssy ZlaS - A9 Adliisy yillad
A7 9 bkt gt - gz (9 gl il -

il | &gdl
el i G L. Gty o] . dcgide Glalal
il ddllasg

)35| oudd  Zluwdd ‘,.g.n...u.:“"’“l.nu.l.la. I
T 92 g’a il |gades
10| gdad |
395 Sydney Rd, Coburg
\_ Tel: 93542340 Y

Sebdd | @ )ma
dudfdal! 3 gald

Gigailly cagaall plail guon
cbdaally ool <)y
e oplly il Sl
éou.. ‘E ul‘ C),C S“. b ‘5@‘ ‘:‘M

aigalini Lo JS oS! (afig
cddblae algs (0

393 SYDNEY RD COGURG

4 N ||

Lias g Ligs oy

almaza Beer

One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon

- now In Australia

To stock in your restaurant
call Classica PL on
03 9383 5222
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New salary package finally passes

Ministerial Council. Wednesday, January 18, 2012

BEIRUT: The Cabinet
finally passed another
salary increase package
Wednesday, despite the
strong reservations of
Labor Minister Charbel
Nahhas, who threatened
at one point not to sign
the new agreement. The
new agreement, which
won the support of 19
ministers, stipulates that
the minimum wage would
rise from the current
LL500,000 fo LL675,000
and keeps the transporta-
tion and education allow-
ances unchanged until a
new draft law on these is-
sues is approved by the
Parliament.

The newly approved leg-
islation means that the
Cabinet has given its seal
of approval to an earlier
agreement reached be-
tween the private sector
and the General Labor
Confederation (GLC) and
sponsored and orches-
trated by Prime Minister
Najib Mikati.

According to the plan,
employees earning be-
tween LL500,000 and
LLA million would re-
ceive a maximum salary
increase of LL200,000,
while wages ranging be-
tween LL1 million and
LLA.5 million would be
increased by LL250,000
and salaries exceeding
LLA.5 million would rise
by LL300,000.

The Cabinet also autho-
rized Nahhas to prepare a
draft law that would allow
the government to set the
minimum rates for daily
transportation and edu-

cation allowances.
Nahhas had insisted on
adding the transportation
allowance to the basic
salary, but this proposal
won the support of just
10 out of the 29 minis-
ters who attended the
session.

The minister had argued
that transportation and
education allowances
run contrary to the labor
law, reiterating his view
that the Shura Council
had backed his position
in its last verdict issued
two weeks ago.

Political sources told
The Daily Star that Nah-
has remained adamant
in his position during
the discussions, despite
confirmed reports that
MP Michel Aoun and Mi-
kati had agreed during a
dinner Tuesday night not
to block any agreement
reached by the ministers.
The sources added that
Nahhas risks putting him-
self in an awkward posi-
tion with his bloc, which
is headed by Aoun, if the
minister refuses to sign
the Cabinet decision.
However, the sources
added that Nahhas may
not have been aware that
Aoun and Mikati had held
adinner Tuesday in which
the subject of wages was
high on their menu.
Mikati assured Nahhas
during the Cabinet dis-
cussions that he has no
intention of overstepping
the prerogatives of the la-
bor minister.

The  prime minister
stressed that he would

push aggressively for
the agreement reached
by the Cabinet and ex-
pects Nahhas to fully co-
operate with the govern-
ment for the sake of the
country, employees and
workers.

In theory, Nahhas should
sign the Cabinet decision
and then send it to the
president, prime ministen
and finance minister fon
approval.

It is unclear, however,
whether Nahhas will urge|
the Shura Council to re-
voke the new agreement
on wages.

The Cabinet has passed
four previous wage plans,
all of which were rejected
by the Shura Council fon
failing to conform with
labor laws.

Concerns are mounting|
that independent labor
unions and teachers may,
call for a general strike
and demonstration
across the country if th
Cabinet tries to enforce
a wage agreement thaf
they view as unfair.
Some labor unions feel
that GLC has betrayed
the workers by compro-
mising their demands.
After emerging from)
Wednesday’s Cabinet
session, Nahhas refused
to answer reporters
questions on whether he|
would refrain from sign-
ing the new salary deal.
Apart from the salaries,
the Cabinetagreed to pro-
vide advance payments|
for the Finance Ministry,
Telecoms Ministry, High-
er Relief Committee and
Council for Development,
and Reconstruction. The
government also ap-
jproved a donation from)
the United States to the
Lebanese Army.
Telecoms Minister Ni-
colas Sehnaoui said the
Cabinet has provided
him with funds to buy
and install 1,000 Jand-
lines to meet growing
demand.

Sleiman upbeat about 2012, Berri
warns of conspiracy

BEIRUT: President Michel
Sleiman struck an upbeat note
Wednesday about the New
Year, saying 2012 would be a
good year for Lebanon, while
Speaker Nabih Berri warned
that the region was facing “a
dangerous conspiracy” to
create a new Middle East in
order to stoke sectarian and
ethnic tensions. Both Sleiman
and Berri delivered speeches
during a meeting with the con-
sular corps based in Lebanon,
a day after the president ad-
dressed Arab and foreign dip-
lomatic corps based here.

In his speech, Sleiman ex-
pressed his belief that this
year would be “a good year.”
He said it was important for
Lebanon to overcome the
repercussions of the global
economic crisis and the rever-
berations of the Arab Spring
uprisings in the region, ac-
cording to a statement from
Baabda Palace.

“We have to protect our do-
mestic arena and improve the
practice of our democracy
so that Lebanon can remain
a pioneer in practicing de-
mocracy in the region, which
is witnessing movements
demanding a shift to democ-
racy,” Sleiman said.

He urged the Cabinet to act on
draft plans under discussion
such as the proposed election
law for the 2013 parliamen-
tary elections and administra-
tive decentralization.

The president said the Cabi-
net’s recent approval of de-
crees to begin drilling for oil
and gas in Lebanese waters
would boost investors’ con-
fidence in the economy as
soon as exploration gets un-
der way.

Addressing the consular
corps, Berri warned of at-
tempts to incite sectarian
strife in the region.

“The region is witnessing a
huge conspiracy and an ex-
tremely dangerous [drive to
create] the so-called Great
Middle East, by manipulating
ethnic, sectarian and confes-
sional factors,” Berri said.

He said Lebanon has so far
dissociated itself from the
“evils” as a result of the up-
heavals in the Arab world.
“God willing, the conspiracy

[to ignite] sectarian strife will
not succeed in Lebanon,” he
said, calling on Lebanon to
play a role in not only protect-
ing its Christians and sects
but also confronting attempts
to sow divisions.

Referring to Lebanese fears
that the 10-month turmoil in
Syria might spill over to Leba-
non, Berri said: “Should strife
or partition happen in Syria,
God forbid, won't this reflect
on Lebanon?”

Jumblatt slams Assad, de-
claring he ‘listens to nobody’

BEIRUT: Syria risks plunging
deeper into violence and even
civil war because President
Bashar Assad “listens to no-
body” inside or outside the
country calling for change,
Druze leader Walid Jumb-
latt said. A veteran politician
whose ties with Damascus
have ebbed and flowed over
decades of shifting alliances,
Jumblatt said he had no con-
tact with the Syrian leader
since meeting him in Damas-
cus seven months ago in the
early weeks of Syria’s upris-
ing.

The United Nations says more
than 5,000 people have been
killed in Assad’s crackdown
on protests. Armed insurgents
are increasingly fighting back.
Syria says foreign-backed
“terrorists” have killed 2,000
soldiers and police.

“l am more and more con-
cerned about the possibil-
ity that Syria will plunge into
more violence and .. maybe
civil war,” Jumblatt told Reu-
ters in an interview at his Bei-
rut home.

The longer the violence rages,
the greater the threat of rifts
between Syria’s Sunni Muslim
majority and Assad’s minority
Alawite sect, an offshoot of
Shiite Islam, he added, citing
reports of sectarian Kkillings
in Homs, a mixed city which
is also a stronghold of pro-
testers and insurgents. Syria
also has Druze, Christian and
Kurdish minorities.

Jumblatt said that from the
start of the crisis in March
Assad had ignored calls from
the United States, China, Rus-
sia and his former ally Turkish
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to defuse the revolt
by swiftly enacting political
reform.

Instead, Assad blamed a “con-
spiracy” against Syria and at-

tempted to crush the popular
uprising by force.

“There was a very close po-
litical and family relationship
between Bashar and Erdogan.
But ... he listens to nobody,”
Jumblatt said. “Up till now he
has refused to listen to the
rightful demands of the Syrian
people for a new Syria.” An
Arab League initiative, which
calls for Assad to withdraw
troops from protest centers,
free detainees and start talks
with the opposition, offered
the only hope of a solution,
Jumblatt said, but prospects
were bleak “unless a miracle
happens.”

There is a “slow but sure de-
caying of the Syrian situation.
It’s fatal,” he added.

The turmoil in Syria has fueled
tensions in neighboring Leba-
non where Syria has many al-
lies, including Hezbollah, as
well as foes who resent the
nearly three decades of Syr-
ian military presence which
ended in 2005.

Hezbollah leader Sayyed
Hasan Nasrallah has defend-
ed Assad and said he should
be given the chance to imple-
ment political reform, while
anti-Syrian ~ Sunni  former
Prime Minister Saad Hariri has
openly called for the downfall
of the Syrian president.

“We have to insist on trying
to isolate Lebanon from the
Syrian problem,” Jumblatt
said. “There is a need for the
Lebanese to talk to each other
and mainly the leaders of the
main ... Shiite and Sunni com-
munities.”

Criticizing his former ally Hariri
for rejecting political dialogue
unless Hezbollah hands its
weapons to the state, as other
Lebanese armed groups did
after Lebanon’s 1975-90 Civil
War, Jumblatt said Hariri’s
stance “leads nowhere.”
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Search at collapsed building
site called off, 21 dead

Rescuers carry a body at the scene of a collapsed building in
Beirut’s Ashrafieh district, Lebanon, Monday, Jan. 16, 2012.
(The Daily StariHasan Shaaban)

BEIRUT: The death toll
from Sunday’s building
collapse in Beirut stands
at 27 and search opera-
tions have ended, Interior
Minister Marwan Charbel
said Tuesday.

“This morning, we called
off the rescue operation
and rescue vehicles have
been pulled out,” Charbel
told the Kataeb-run Voice
of Lebanon.

He said the deaths in-
cluded 11 Lebanese and
16 foreigners.

Charbel said five Leba-
nese and seven foreign-
ers were among the 12
tenants who were pulled
out alive from the rubble.
The seven-story build-
ing collapsed at about 5
p-m. Sunday in the Fas-
souh neighborhood of
Ashrafieh.

Charbel said that no more
people were believed to
be missing under the
rubble. Reports that a
number of foreigners
were missing turned out
to be inaccurate.

The building had been
home to more than 20
Sudanese, as well as
people from the Philip-
pines, Egypt and Jordan.
While they had not an-
ticipated such a sudden
collapse, neighbors and
residents of the build-
ing who had not been
inside said Monday there
had been warning signs
of structural problems

weeks earlier.

According to several ac-
counts, a loud noise had
been heard behind the
building on New Year’s
Eve, prompting the own-
er to place metal support
poles on both sides of
the building.

Residents said it had
been too difficult for
them to move elsewhere
and blamed the owner,
Michel Saadeh, for not
taking the appropriate
measures to address the
issue.

Prime Minister Najib Mi-
kati established a com-
mittee Monday to inves-
tigate the cause of the
collapse as Beirut Pros-
ecutor George Karam
launched a probe into
the incident.

Judicial sources told The
Daily Star Tuesday that
residents who survived
the collapse due to their
presence outside the
building were being in-
vestigated, in order to de-
termine whether Saadeh
had informed them of the
risks the building faced.
The sources also said that
Judge Raja Abi Nader has
been tasked with inspect-
ing buildings adjacent to
one that was leveled for
safety reasons.

A funeral procession
will be held Tuesday for
the Lebanese victims as
Ashrafieh observes a day
of mourning.

EU readies new sanctions on Syria, Russia opposes move

b T

Anti-regime protesters flash the victory sign as they march during a
demonstration at the mountain resort town of Zabadani, Syria.

DAMASCUSIBEIRUT:  The
European Union prepared
Wednesday to tighten sanc-
tions against Syria over its
repression of anti-regime
protests, as long-time Da-
mascus ally Moscow warned
against punitive measures.
The move came as Syria ac-
cused Qatar of fueling the cri-
sis by financing and arming
rebels, a day after Damascus
flatly rejected Doha’s pro-
posal to send in Arab troops
to quell the unrest.

In Brussels, diplomats said
EU foreign ministers are set
to slap fresh sanctions on
Syria at a meeting Monday,
adding 22 individuals and
eight companies to an exist-
ing blacklist.

“As long as the repression
continues we will step up our
restrictive measures,” said
one diplomat, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

No details were immediately
available on the new targets.
The EU has already agreed
10 rounds of sanctions
against the regime of Presi-
dent Bashar Assad, with
some 120 people and com-
panies targeted so far by an
EU assets freeze and travel
ban. It is also enforcing an
arms embargo and a ban on
imports of Syrian crude.

The news comes as the Syr-
ian pound hit a record low
Wednesday of 11 to the dol-
lar on the black market, with
one observer saying it has
been hit by the political cri-
sis, including the repercus-
sions of sanctions.

The EU move would come on
the heels of a pledge by U.S.
President Barack Obama
to double efforts to force a
change of regime in Syria
and as the UN. Security
Council struggles to agree
on a resolution on Damas-
cus’s crackdown on dissent.
Russia, which insists the

Syrian opposition is as much
to blame for the violence as
the regime, warned against
Western calls for punitive
measures.

Speaking at his annual news
conference, Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said veto-
holding Security Council
members Russia and China
would stand firm against for-
eign intervention and said
Russia was not obliged to
provide any explanation for
arms deliveries to Syria.

“We will insist — and we
have an understanding with
our Chinese colleagues that
this is our common position
— that these fundamental
points be retained in any de-
cision that may be taken by
the U.N. Security Council,”
Lavrov said.

“If somebody intends to use
force ... it will be on their con-
science. They will not receive
any authority from the Secu-
rity Council,” said Lavrov,
who also emphasized that
Russia and China oppose
any sanctions against Syria.
“We don’t consider it neces-
sary to explain ourselves or
justify ourselves, because
we are not violating any in-
ternational agreements or
any [UN.] Security Council
resolutions,” Lavrov said on
heavily criticized arms ship-
ments to Syria.

In London, British Prime
Minister David Cameron
said there was “growing evi-
dence” that Iran was supply-
ing weapons to Syria, with
Lebanon’s Hezbollah chan-
neling some of the arms and
described President Bashad
Assad as a “wretched ty-
rant.”

He promised that Britain
would “lead the way” in
tightening sanctions and as-
set bans against Syria.
“There is now growing evi-
dence that Iran is providing

a huge amount of support,”
Cameron told lawmakers.
“There have been intercep-
tions of some shipments by
Turkey which are particularly
interesting.

“People should also know
that Hezbollah is an organi-
zation standing up and sup-
porting this wretched tyrant
who is Killing so many of his
own people.”

The U.N. says that of the
5,400 people killed since
protests erupted in March,
400 have lost their lives
since the observers arrived.
Moscow and Beijing used
their vetoes at the U.N. Se-
curity Council last October
to block a Western-drafted
resolution that would have
threatened Damascus with
“targeted measures.”

Syrian state media stepped
up its rhetoric against Qatar
ahead of a meeting of the
Arab League Saturday and
Sunday, which will discuss
the future of the observer
mission.

The Gulf state “can help
Syria get out of its crisis ...
by stopping its financing of
armed [groups] and the traf-
ficking of weapons” to insur-
gents, government newspa-
per Tishrin charged.
Damascus routinely blames
the violence in Syria on
“armed groups” and “terror-
ists” backed by foreign pow-
ers pursuing an agenda of
regime change.

On Tuesday, Syria dis-
missed the Qatari call for
Arab troops to be deployed
to halt the bloodshed. The
Qatari proposal is not on the
League’s agenda but could
still be discussed, a bloc of-
ficial said.

Meanwhile, a delegation of
the opposition Syrian Na-
tional Council arrived in
Cairo to press the League to
adopt resolutions by the U.N.
human rights council accus-
ing the regime of “crimes
against humanity.”

The U.N. pledged this week
to assist the Arab mission
deployed in Syria since last
month, saying it would start
training the bloc’s observers
within days.

But the rebel Free Syrian
Army has demanded bolder
action from the world body,
urging it to “act quickly

against the regime through
Chapter Seven of the UN.
Charter to maintain peace.”
Chapter Seven provides for
U.N. forces to initiate military
action, not simply act in self-
defense.

Diplomats at the United Na-
tions said experts from the
15 members of the Secu-
rity Council held prolonged
talks Tuesday on a proposed
Russian resolution on Syria
without getting closer to U.N.
action on the bloodshed.
“There were more than four
hours of talks but they only
touched on the preparatory
paragraphs,” one Western
diplomat said.

Fresh violence Wednesday
claimed seven lives, after at
least 20 civilians were killed
Tuesday, the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights
said.

Security forces and pro-re-
gime militias killed three ci-
vilians in Idlib province, and
a soldier and a defector died
during clashes in the same
region, according to the Lon-
don-based watchdog.
Another two civilians were
reportedly killed by heavy
machinegun fire in the flash-
point city of Homs.

A tenuous truce was report-
edly holding in Zabadani,
near the Lebanese border,
where troops had been fight-
ing anti-Assad rebels, resi-
dents said.

“As of now there is no shell-
ing and no gunfire. It is quiet.
But the army is still sur-
rounding the area,” said one
Zabadani resident who gave
her name as Rita.

Syrian forces backed by
tanks attacked the hill resort
Friday in the biggest military
offensive against insurgents
since the Arab monitors be-
gan work on Dec. 26.

Michel Kilo, a dissident Syri-
an writer who spent six years
in jail, said the struggle in
Syria was at an impasse.

He criticized the rebel Free
Syrian Army for risking drag-
ging Syria into “chaos with-
out end” but said Assad’s
pledge on the one hand to
use an iron fist to crush “ter-
rorists,” while also issuing
an amnesty for criminal acts
committed during the upris-
ing, showed he had become
a “desperate man.”
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Sleiman pledges to resume arms talks

Sleiman said Lebanon has been able to preserve its stability despite re-

gional tensions.

BEIRUT: President Michel
Sleiman vowed Tuesday
to work for the resump-
tion of all-party talks
to discuss Hezbollah’s
weapons. “lI underscore
my intention to continue
efforts to provide the nec-
essary conditions for the
resumption of dialogue
between the various par-
ties, in order to protect
the Lebanese and to make
every effort to agree on a
defense strategy for Leb-
anon,” Sleiman said in a
speech to the Arab and
foreign diplomatic corps
based in Lebanon.

Both Sleiman and Parlia-
ment Speaker Nabih Berri
have stepped up efforts in
recent months to resume
the all-party National Dia-
logue.

Hezbollah’s arsenal con-
tinues to be a contentious
issue, and a roadblock to
the talks. The party says
it will hold on to its weap-
ons to defend Lebanese
territory in the absence of
a strong military force in
Lebanon. It refuses to put
the issue on the agenda of
National Dialogue, while
the March 14 coalition
says it will not go into dia-
logue without discussion
of the arsenal.

Turning to Syria, Sleiman
urged the neighboring
country to end its internal
crisis. “Syria is connected

to Lebanon through broth-
erly ties, and Lebanon has
an interest in seeing the
Arab League plan succeed
and in finding a politi-
cal solution to the crisis,
which has hampered its
economic growth .. and
caused the death of inno-
cent lives,” Sleiman said
during the meeting, which
took place at the Presi-
dential Palace in Baabda
to mark the new year.

The president said de-
velopments in the region
should not detract from
the Palestinian cause.

“All these developments
[in the region] cannot dis-
tract the attention of the
Arab people from the Pal-
estinian cause,” he said,
adding that change in the
region instead proves the
need to increase efforts
to solve the Arab-Israeli
struggle.

“Democracy and justice
require the establishment
of a free and independent
Palestinian  state,” he
said.

He reiterated Lebanon’s
rejection of naturalization
of Palestinians living in the
country. “Lebanon rejects
any form of naturalization,
owing to the [Palestin-
ians’] right of return,” he
said, and added the inter-
national community must
not forget its commitment
to the Palestinian people.

Sleiman hailed the gov-
ernment of Prime Minis-
ter Najib Mikati for being
able to move forward on
a number of projects, in-
cluding the electricity law
and the beginning of dis-
cussions over prison and
electoral reform. He said
movement toward mari-
time demarcation meant
Lebanon would soon be
able to begin to search for
oil.

“Amid the tense regional
atmosphere Lebanon has
been able to preserve its
stability, avoid the reper-
cussions of the global fi-
nancial crisis and attract
a lot of investment,” he
said.

The president praised
Lebanon for the Lebanese
Army for its role in com-
bating terrorism.

However, he also reiter-
ated condemnation of
recent attacks on United
Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon, and the praised
continued commitment of
participating states.

“We hope that the current
strategic review between
UNIFIL and the army will
come up with suggestions
that will improve the full
implementation of resolu-
tion 1701, which Lebanon
is committed to,” he said,
in reference to the resolu-
tion that ended the 2006
war with Israel.

Berri and Mikati launch Litani river project

Berri held a 30-minute closed-door meeting with Mikati
prior to the ceremony.

BEIRUT: Speaker Nabih
Berri and Prime Minis-
ter Najib Mikati launched
Tuesday the Litani River
project, which aims to
provide potable water
for between 330,000 and
340,000 residents and ir-
rigate 15,000 hectares of
agricultural land.

The first phase of the proj-
ect will start within weeks
and last for five years.
Speaking during the cere-
mony at the Grand Serail,
Mikati said the project will
channel “around 110 mil-
lion cubic meters of water
annually from the Qaroun
reservoir to the south.”
“Twenty million cubic
meters of [it] will be po-
table water for around
100 towns and villages
and 90 million cubic me-
ters will irrigate around
15,000 hectares of agri-
cultural land,” he said.
Mikati explained that
this project can only be
achieved by boosting
stability to protect Leba-
non from “great and im-
minent” challenges.

The prime minister also
said it was a “dear occa-
sion today to announce
the launching of this vital
project to invest in the
most important natural
resources which make
Lebanon distinct and
which were, and still are,
a major reason behind Is-
rael’s designs toward our
land.”

Mikati also said the proj-
ect was among steps to
encourage people to re-
main on their land and to

make it fertile again.
Around 85 percent of
phase one’s $330 million
budget will come from the
Arab Fund for Social and
Economic Development
and the Kuwaiti Fund for
Arab Economic Develop-
ment, which Berri and
Mikati thanked for their
support

Berri hailed the project,
calling it a “chapter of
victory against Israel.”
“Finally but not lastly,
we witness today one of
the chapters of victory
against Israel in Lebanon
and with generous Arab
aid,” he said.

Berri touched on repeat-
ed attempts to Ilaunch
the project over past de-
cades.

“LL A5 million was allo-
cated to finish this proj-
ect in 1954 and it was
defended by late MP
Hamid Franjieh,” said the
speaker. Ibrahim Abdul-
Aal, a Lebanese engineer,
first developed the idea
of diverting water from
the Litani River for agri-
cultural and development
more than 60 years ago.
Prior to the ceremony,
Berri held a closed-door
meeting with Mikati.
Attending the ceremony
at the Grand Serail were
Deputy Prime Minister
Samir Moqbel, Energy
Minister  Jibran Bas-
sil, Information Minis-
ter Walid Daouk, Health
Minister Ali Hasan Khalil,
Finance Minister Moham-
mad Safadi, Economy
Minister Nicholas Nah-

has, Minister of State for
Administrative Develop-
ment Mohammad Fneish,
Transport Minister Ghazi
Aridi, Environment Min-
ister Nazem Khoury and a
host of lawmakers.

Also on hand was Fouad
Siniora, former prime
minister and head of for-
mer Prime Minister Saad
Hariri’s Future parlia-
mentary bloc, Kuwait’s
Ambassador to Lebanon
Abdul-Aal Kinaa and Ab-
dul-Wahab al-Badr, the
head of the Kuwaiti Fund
for Arab Economic Devel-
opment.

Nabil Jisr, the head of the
Council of Development
and Reconstruction,
signed the project’s con-
tract on behalf of Lebanon
while Marzouq Khurafi
signed it on behalf of the
company that will lead
the construction.
Speaking after the cere-
mony, Siniora praised the
project and thanked the
Arab Fund for Social and
Economic Development
and the Kuwaiti Fund for
Arab Economic Develop-
ment for providing the
bulk of the funds.

Sinora called for seeking
the support of Arab funds
in implementing projects
to boost the electricity
sector, arguing that the
funds provide loans with
low interests. He also
urged the government to
follow up on the process
of contract-awarding in
that sector, while ensur-
ing that it’s carried out
transparently.

The Litani project will
be implemented in two
phases.

The first phase will chan-
nel water from the Qaroun
Reservoir to the south,
while the second phase
will provide agricultural
land with irrigation net-
works and facilities,
along with land rehabili-
tation.

The CDR will prepare the
needed studies for the
second phase in 2012.
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Obama: Syria violence unacceptable | fePort blames Ethiopian

US President Barack Obama (R) speaks as King Abdullah I
of Jordan looks on during a meeting in the Oval Office at the
White House in Washington, DC. (AFP PhotolJewel Samad)

DAMASCUSI WASHING-
TON: Obama condemned
as “unacceptable” Tues-
day Syria’s continuing
crackdown on protesters
and repeated his call for
President Bashar Assad’s
government to leave pow-
er.

“We’re continuing to see
unacceptable levels of vi-
olence inside that country,
and so we will continue to
consult very closely with
Jordan to create the kind
of international pressure
and environment that en-
courages the current Syr-
ian regime to step aside,”
Obama said after White
House talks with Jordan’s
King Abdullah.
Meanwhile, Syria said
Tuesday it would not ob-
ject to extending an Arab
League mission to moni-
tor its compliance with a
peace plan, but ruled out
any deployment of Arab
troops as proposed by
Qatar to halt 10 months
of deadly unrest.

It warned that such a
move would serve to
“worsen the crisis ... and
pave the way for foreign
intervention,” the foreign
ministry said.

“The Syrian people refuse
any foreign intervention
in any name. They will op-
pose any attempt to un-
dermine the sovereignty
of Syria and the integrity
of its territory,” it said in a
statement.

“It would be regrettable
for Arab blood to flow on
Syria’s territory to serve
known [interests],” the

ministry added, without
elaborating.

In an interview with U.S.
television aired over the
weekend, Qatar’s emir,
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
al-Thani, said he favored
sending Arab troops to
Syria to “stop the killing.”
The Arab League is due
to meet on Syria Saturday
and Sunday and is ex-
pected to discuss the fate
of its widely criticized ob-
server mission in the vio-
lence-stricken country.
“The outcome of the
contacts that have taken
place over the past week
between the Arab League
and Syria have affirmed
that Syria will not reject
the renewal of the Arab
monitoring mission for
another month ... if the
Arab foreign ministers
call for this at the coming
meeting,” an Arab source
said Tuesday.

Some Arab countries
say the monitors need a
broader mandate to help
stop violence, if the mis-
sion is to be continued,
but sources said that
Syria would reject any
expanded mandate and
would not permit moni-
tors into “military zones”
that are not yet agreed.
From its base in Turkey,
the Free Syrian Army has
called on the 22-member
Arab League to “quickly
transfer the case of Syria
to the U.N. Security Coun-
cil,” in a statement signed
by its leader Riyadh al-
Asaad, a dissident colo-
nel.

The United Nations has
pledged to assist the
Arab mission deployed
in Syria since last month,
saying Monday it would
start training the bloc’s
observers within days.
But the defector force is
seeking much bolder ac-
tion from the world body
and urged the interna-
tional community to “act
quickly against the regime
through Chapter 1 of the
U.N. charter to maintain
peace.”

The United Nations Se-
curity Council’s robust
Chapter 1 provision al-
lows for U.N.-backed
forces to initiate military
action, rather than mere-
ly responding when at-
tacked.

U.N. chief Ban Ki-moon
Monday said “the situa-
tion in Syria has reached
an unacceptable point,”
and urged the Security
Council to respond with
“seriousness and gravity
and in a coherent man-
ner.”

However, tough action by
the Security Council has
been repeatedly blocked
by Damascus allies China
and Russia, which vetoed
a Western draft United
nations resolution in Oc-
tober of 2011 that would
have condemned Assad’s
regime.

Russia, which has ac-
cused the West of eyeing
Libya-style regime change
in Damascus, distributed
Monday its second draft
resolution that blames
both sides for the crisis
and opposes strong Unit-
ed Nations action, West-
ern diplomats said.
France dismissed the
Russian draft Tuesday,
saying that it fell “very far
from responding to the
reality of the situation in
Syria.”

Syria’s warning against
the deployment of Arab
troops comes amid signs
of stronger coordination
between the military and
political opponents of

President Bashar Assad’s
regime.

The Syrian  National
Council, a political um-
brella group, said it has
opened a liaison office
and hotline with the FSA
to follow developments
on the ground.

The FSA claims to have
gathered some 40,000
fighters under its com-
mand since an anti-re-
gime revolt broke out in
Syria in mid-March. The
crackdown on dissent
has since cost more than
5,000 Jives, the U.N. esti-
mates.

A media adviser to a top
Syrian army defector,
General Mustafa Ahmad
al-Sheikh, said last week
that a special council is
being set up to oversee
all military operations.
Meanwhile, reports that
Syrian troops fighting
rebels in the town of Za-
badani near Lebanon
had agreed Tuesday to
a cease-fire under which
the army would withdraw
and insurgents would
leave the streets, a senior
opposition leader in con-
tact with residents said.
Rebels in the town, 30
kilometers from the capi-
tal Damascus, have been
resisting tank fire and
mortar shells for several
days.

“Tank bombardment has
stopped. Preachers are
broadcasting the agree-
ment from the minarets
of Zabadani,” Kamal al-
Labwani told Reuters.

In more violence Tuesday,
at least 14 civilians were
killed, including eight
who died as a blast hit a
minibus in the northwest-
ern province of Idlib, the
Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said.

A senior military official
in Israel, meanwhile, said
his country had serious
concerns about what will
happen to “huge stock-
piles” of chemical and
biological weapons if the
Assad regime collapsed.

flight crew for 2010 crash

Public Works and Transport Minister Ghazi Aridi, center, speaks during a press
conference about the final investigation report of the Ethiopian plane crash at Rafik Hariri
International Airport in Beirut,and appears on his left, Lebanese Pilot Mohammad Aziz,
Lebanon, Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2012. (The Daily Star/Mohammad Azakir)

BEIRUT: Lack of experience
and mismanagement by the
flight crew of Ethiopian Air-
lines ETA09 were likely the
main reasons behind its fatal
crashing shortly after it took
off from Beirut’s two years
ago, Lebanese pilot Moham-
mad Aziz said Tuesday, quot-
ing the final report into the
incident.

However, Ethiopian Airlines
rejected the report, defended
its pilots’ training levels and
accused the investigative
team of bias and as lacking
evidence.

In the wake of the fatal Jan. 25,
2010, crash that claimed 90
people, a joint investigation
committee, managed by Leba-
non’s Civil Aviation Authority,
was established to probe the
incident and was composed of
Lebanese and Ethiopian repre-
sentatives along with individu-
als representing Boeing, the
plane’s U.S. manufacturer.
During the news conference,
Aziz said a loss of control
caused by “the flight crew
mismanagement and the air-
craft speed altitude heading
and attitude ... inconsistent
flight control” were the prob-
able causes of the crash.

The report added that weather
and time of the day also con-
tributed to the crash as well as
the flight crew’s inexperience
and “a loss of situation aware-
ness to subtle incapacitation.”
It said the co-pilot was unable
to intervene at the right time
to assist the craft’s pilot. The
co-pilot’s inability was due to
a heavy meal that affected the
sleep of crew members.

The report, which exculpates
Lebanon from responsibil-
ity in the incident, also said
the Ethiopian pilot had only

51 days of flight experience
with the model of Boeing air-
craft - 137-800 — that crashed
shortly after taking off from
Rafik Hariri International Air-
port, Beirut

In response to the report,
Ethiopian Airlines accused
Lebanon’s investigation team
of bias and having presuppo-
sitions about the cause of the
crash.

“We are not surprised that the
investigation process in the
last couple of years was used
only to justify the speculation
made publicly before the be-
ginning of the investigation
process,” Tewolde Gebremar-
iam, Ethiopian Airlines’ CEO,
said in a statement released
hours after the news confer-
ence.

He also said that the investi-
gative authority was biased,
lacked evidence, incomplete
and did not present the full ac-
count of the accident, adding
that Lebanon’s report ignored
crucial information such as
security footage and declined
to provide a detailed profile of
passengers.

Another Ethiopian Aitlines of-
ficial said that there was evi-
dence indicating that the plane
exploded in the air.

“Facts clearly indicate that
there could be a disintegra-
tion of the aircraft due to ex-
plosion in the air, which could
have been caused by a shoot-
down, sabotage, or lightening
strike,” said Capt. Desta Zeru,
VP Flight Operations of Ethio-
pian Airlines, according to the
statement.

Tewolde also defended the pi-
lots, saying they were properly
trained and qualified. — Ad-
ditional reporting by Wassim
Mroue
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Applications from East Hills Elec-
torate groups invited for 2012 Envi-
ronmental Trust Research Program

Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes MP, is en-
couraging local environ-
mental groups to apply
for major environmental
research grants under the
Environmental Trust’s $1
million Environmental
Research Program.

Mr Brookes said funding
was available for grants
of up to $200,000 - or
higher for projects dem-
onstrating strong justifi-
cation - as well as seed-
ing research grants up to
$20,000.

“The 2012 Environmental
Research Programis pro-
viding $1million for re-
search projects that help
address environmental
problems in NSW,” Mr.
Brookes said.

“The Environmental
Trust has recognised the
importance of NSW com-
munities having sound
information to help them
adapt to the extreme
events associated with
climate change and has
made this a priority re-
search area.”

Minister for the Environ-
ment, Robyn Parker, said
this funding program
will provide support to
researchers working to
improve our knowledge
of regional impacts of
climate change at the
local level in NSW, help-
ing communities to un-
derstand and respond to
those impacts, whether
they are related to floods
or heat effects or bush-
fires.

“Priorities for funding

under the 2012 Environ-
mental Research Pro-
gram include research
addressing the human
health and social
pacts of climate change,
including the impacts on
people from bushfires,
extreme weather events
and water and air qual-
ity,” said Ms Parker.

“The funding will also
support research proj-
ects which help us bet-
ter understand regional
impacts and risk of
emergencies as well as
projects exploring or de-
veloping cost-effective
technologies that will
enable us to adapt to
the impacts of climate

im-

change.”
The Environmental Re-
search Program as-

sesses major grant ap-
plications in a two-stage
process, beginning with
Expressions of Interest
(EOQI) across two catego-
ries:

- Major category — Grants
up $200,000 (or higher
with strong justification)
for Climate Change re-
search.

« Minor category - Up to
$100,000 for Biodiver-
sity and Conservation or
Resource Efficiency and
Sustainability research
The EOIs are peer-re-
viewed and assessed by
a Technical Committee
and successful appli-
cants invited to submit
full applications. Full ap-
plications are invited for
grants of up to $20,000
for seeding research.
Guidelines, application
forms and more infor-
mation is available on
the Environmental Trust
website at www.environ-
mentaltrust.nsw.gov.au.
Applications are open
until 5pm on 10 February
2012.

Media: Geoffrey Grasso
0421778 671

Warning of crisis ‘worse than GFC’, says World Bank

THE World Bank has
warned that the globe
risks a deeper recession
than the 2008-09 crisis,
with any recovery likely to
be longer as Europe’s debt
problems and slowdowns
in key countries such as
India threaten growth.

As the Gillard government
warned on Wednesday
night that Australia would
be “hit by the huge chal-
lenges in the global econ-
omy” while expressing
confidence that the nation
would weather the storm,
economists predicted fur-
ther interest rate cuts as
the Reserve Bank sought
to insulate the local econ-
omy.

The World Bank warned
that the crisis in Europe
could trigger a credit
freeze that threatened to
be worse than the 2008
crash that sent Wall Street
investment bank Lehman
Brothers bankrupt and
ushered in the worst eco-
nomic shock since the
Great Depression.

It predicted a slump in
commodities prices - key
drivers of Australian ex-
ports - and forecast global
growth of only 2.5 per cent
this year and 3.1 per cent
in 2013. This is down from
its projection in June last
year of a 3.6 per cent an-
nual global growth for the
next two years.

“The world economy has
entered a very difficult
phase characterised by
significant downside risks
and fragility,” the bank’s
twice-yearly Global Eco-
nomic Prospects report
said. The global economy
grew at an estimated 2.7
per cent rate last year.
Unlike in 2009, when con-
tinuing strong trade with
China and a timely gov-
ernment stimulus spared
Australia from a recession,
the pain would be more
broadly felt in a second re-
cession.

The stockmarket shrugged
off the report, with Austra-
lian shares closing at a

five-week high as upbeat
mining figures and hopes
for a Greek debt deal
pushed the S&P/ASX 200
index 2.3 points higher at
4217.9.

The World Bank report
warned that growth in key
Australian markets such
as India was slowing, driv-
en largely by domestic in-
flation-fighting activities. It
said this, combined with a
recession in Europe, “rais-
es the risk that the two de-
velopments reinforce each
other, resulting in an even
weaker outcome”.

China appeared to be the
only continuing bright
spot. World Bank chief
economist Justin  Lifu
Lin told a briefing in Bei-
jing that China’s forecast
growth of 8.4 per cent this
year - down from 9.1 per
cent last year - remained
relatively high even as the
country tried to dampen
“overly fast” growth in
parts of the economy.

“If China can maintain its
growth, it’'s good for the
world, providing support
for commodities markets
and growth in other coun-
tries,” he said.

He added that while Chi-
na’s growth was good, the
country still needed to un-
dertake further economic
reforms to ensure another
two decades of expan-
sion.

Mr Lin said the worldwide
slowdown would affect
China’s export-driven
economy, “but the Chi-
nese government is one
of the less indebted in the
world. If necessary, it has
relatively large room for
manoeuvre to stimulate
the economy.”

The World Bank cut its
2012 growth forecast for
developing countries from
6.2 per cent to 5.4 per cent,
for high-income countries
from 2.7 per cent to 1.4 per
cent, with Europe now ex-
pected to contract 0.3 per
cent compared with its
previous forecast of 1.8
per cent growth.

The US, the world’s largest
economy, is expected to
grow 2.2 per cent this year,
and Japan is expected to
emerge from last year’s re-
cession with growth of 1.9
per cent. India is forecast
to grow at 6.5 per cent.
The report said even
achieving the weaker
outcomes was “very un-
certain” considering the
risks.

“The downturn in Europe
and weaker growth in de-
veloping countries raises
the risk that the two devel-
opments reinforce one an-
other, resulting in an even
weaker outcome,” it said.
High deficits and debts in
the US and Japan, as well
as a slow-trend growth in
gross domestic product
(economic output) in other
high-income  countries,
“could trigger sudden ad-
verse shocks”.

World Bank Development
Prospects Group director
Hans Timmer told a brief-
ing in Beijing oil prices
would fall by 28 per cent
and metals prices would
fall by 30 per cent, with
commodities  exporting
countries hit hard.

Acting  Treasurer Bill
Shorten said the outlook
for the coming year ap-
peared even more chal-
lenging than last year.
“There is no doubt we’ve
got a tough year ahead of
us,” he said.

“There are huge challeng-
es in the global economy
and these will inevitably
impact on our economy
and our budget.”

Mr Shorten said the ad-
verse conditions were al-
ready hitting the budget,
with $20 billion ripped
from government rev-
enues in just six months,
according to the latest up-
date.

“But in the face of these
major threats in the global
economy, Australians can
be confident in our strong
economic fundamentals:
we’ve got solid growth,

contained inflation, low

unemployment and very
low debt,” he said.

Mr Shorten said Australia
was recently awarded the
coveted gold-plated AAA
rating from all three global
ratings agencies for the
first time. “So while our
economy and our budget
will obviously be hit by
the huge challenges in
the global economy, we
have a proven track re-
cord, having fought off the
global recession and the
worst the world can throw
atus.”

But opposition Treasury
spokesman Joe Hock-
ey said the World Bank
warnings highlighted the
importance of running a
strong budgetary policy.
He called on the govern-
ment to reduce “Austra-
lia’s credit card bill” and
weatherproof the econo-
my in case of further in-
stability.

Mr Hockey called on the
government to take mea-
sures to boost productiv-
ity.

“Improving  productivity
will increase the competi-
tiveness of the economy
and protect it against po-
tential shocks,” he said.
Economists predicted
further interest rate cuts
as the global economic
turned down.

“China will not save us
this time,” said BT Finan-
cial Group chief econo-
mist Chris Caton.

“It will be a means of
transmission rather than a
means of protection.”

But he said Australian au-
thorities were well placed
to respond to any down-
through monetary
and fiscal policies.
JPMorgan economist
Ben Jarman said the real
question for Australia was
not so much the global
economic conditions but

turn

whether the European
crisis sparked a financial
contagion.

He said beyond the short
term the outlook was
stronger.
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Mandatory pre-commitment
over poker machine reform
my aim, says Andrew Wilkie

Independent MP Andrew Wilkie...giving fresh signals over
poker machine reform. Picture: Ray Strange. Source: The Daily
Telegraph

FEDERAL Independent
MP Andrew Wilkie says
he is still working to have
mandatory pre-commit-
ment for poker machine
users introduced by 2014,
despite suggestions the
government could delay
the change until 2016.
“m still working to
achieve my agreement
with the prime minister,
which in essence is that
mandatory pre-commit-
ment be implemented in
Australia in 2014,” Mr
Wilkie told ABC Radio on
wednesday.

The Tasmanian politician
met Prime Minister Julia
Gillard in Hobart on Sun-
day and has repeatedly
said he would not discuss
the detail of those talks
until later this week.

But he has already agreed
there was a way to go and
his focus was on getting
the proposed reforms to
poker machine gambling
right.

“It was always going to
be this way ... because my
written agreement with
the Prime Minister is a
handful of sentences,” he
said.
“Butthere’sanabundance
of detail that will underpin
those few sentences and
that’s what we’re working
on this week.”

As part of a 2010 agree-
ment Mr Wilkie made with

Labor to support it to mi-
nority government, gam-
blers would be required
to pre-set a limit on how
much they could lose on

high-stakes poker ma-
chines.
Alternatively, high-bet

poker machines could
be reprogrammed to cap
losses at $120 an hour,
rather than $1,200 an
hour. Low-bet machines
would not require pre-
commitment cards.

Mr Wilkie denied he was
being “fudged off” by Ms
Gillard.

“Julia Gillard signed an
agreement with me. She
knows she did,” he said.
“She knows the pressure
is on her to deliver on that
agreement.”

Mr Wilkie said reports
mandatory pre-commit-
ment was off the table
were wrong.

“There’s some specula-
tion that we are talking
about voluntary pre-com-
mitment,” he said.

“Well, let me make it
clear. Voluntary pre-com-
mitment, in other words
where it’s voluntary for
people to set a limit - it
does not work and | would
not agree to that.

“And if it came to that,
| would walk away from
the agreement” to sup-
port Labor in the Lower
House.

AVO granted against for-
mer NBN head Greg Willis

AVO Greg Willis leaves
Hornsby Court. Picture: John
Grainger Source: The Daily
Telegraph

THE former head of pro-
gram delivery at the feder-
al government’s National
Broadband Network has
consented to a two year
apprehended violence or-
der taken out by his ex-
wife.

Greg Willis, 61, from Pym-
ble, appeared on tuesday
in the Hornsby Local Court
where he consented to the
order sought by Tonianne
Disney, 58, whom divorced
him eight years ago.

The application for the or-
der by Constable Paul Mur-
phy of the Kuringai local
area command at Hornsby
states that Mr Willis and
Ms Disney “were married
for 25 years...and have
been divorced for eight
years”.

“During the marriage [Ms
Disney] stated to police...
the defendent was physi-
cally, emotionally and
sexually abusive towards
her. Police spoke to [the
couple’s adult] sons who
corroborated the violent
nature of the marriage”.

In the application Ms Dis-
ney alleged that Mr Willis
turned up at her house on
Sydney’s north shore un-
invited on December 17
and tried to kiss her and
then argued with her.

Ms Disney said she told
him “This is my bloody
house don’t call me, we
are divorced, we have had
our time [together]. Don’t
tell me what to do, don’t
come to this house. Don’t
call me. We are divorced,

Court ... Tonianne Disney. Pic-
ture: John Grainger Source:
The Daily Telegraph

we have had our time to-
gether.”

Ms Disney alleged in her
application that she “has
fears for her safety and is
concerned that [Mr Willis]
will return to her address
with unwanted advances”.
Magistrate Daphne Kok
made a two year appre-
hended violence order “by
consent and without ad-

missions”.
He must not assault, mo-
lest, harass, threaten,

intimidate, stalk or “oth-
erwise interfere” with Ms
Disney.

He must also not approach
within 50 metres of her
workplace or her house,
or contact her, except
through her lawyer.

If Mr Willis fails to comply
with the conditions of his
AVO he may be arrested
and charged and could
face a fine of up to $5500
and two years in jail.

Mr Willis joined the the
federal government’s Na-
tional Broadband Network
Company in September
2009 and left a year later.
Since then the millionaire
businessman has worked
as a consultant on tele-
communications issues at
his firm Newton Capital.
Prior to working at the
NBN, Mr Willis was gener-
al manager of program de-
livery at retail giant Coles
and held several senior
executive positions at Tel-
stra, entertainment com-
pany Warner Brothers Inc
and Oracle Systems.

Bob Katter insists his party
can win in Queensland

Queensland Independent MP Bob Katter has formed a new
political party. Picture: Megan Slade Source: The Courier-
Mail

FEDERAL Independent
MP Bob Katter insists
his party could still win
a mandate to govern
Queensland in its own
right.

His fledgling Katter’'s
Australian Party is con-
testing the state poll,
which is yet to be called.
Mr Katter repeated on
wednesday his vow not
to climb into bed with
Labor or the Liberal Na-
tional Party if the election
result is tight, saying his
party is only interested
in governing in its own
right.

“If the trend continues
we are almost certain to
be the front runners in
the election,” he said, cit-
ing a Galaxy poll late last
year showing 29 per cent
of respondents were like-
ly or very likely to vote
for the party.

“But we are not going
into coalition government
with anyone; we don’t
want to be contaminated
by either of them.
“They’ve proved them-
selves to be nothing
more than radioactive
material which will con-
taminate anyone who
touches them.”

Mr Katter said his party
could provide stable gov-
ernment through a multi-
party parliament, similar
to many throughout the
world.

“That would obviously

involve us exercising
enormous power which
we would do responsi-
bly, but we are not going
to sell our people out by
climbing into bed through
ministerial limousines.”
The party’s Queensland
leader Aidan McLindon
said Labor and the LNP
were both vulnerable af-
ter turning their backs on
their core bases.

“The Labor Party used
to protect the assets of
the state and stick up for
workers and it’s clear the
old school Labor Party no
longer exists, and there’s
no National or Country
party anymore in terms
of regional issues,” he
said.

“Both major parties are
now almost identical.”
He admitted the party’s
aim of governing in its
own right was “ambitious
and audacious”.

But he insisted it wasn’t
outside the bounds of
possibility.

“If that trend continues
and (our vote) goes up
another six per cent then
this election could very

well be a three-horse
race.”
Mr McLindon believes

Queenslanders will go to
the polls in two months
time.

“If | was a betting man I'd
put the Guinness on hold
for March 17, that’'s for
sure,” he said.
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PM Julia Gillard warns of inte

Julia Gillard has vowed to take mining companies that lock
Australian companies out of domestic resources projects to the
World Trade Organisation. Source: Supplied

JULIA Gillard has vowed to
take mining corporations that
lock Australian companies
out of domestic resources
projects to the World Trade
Organisation.

The Prime Minister said she
was “extremely concerned”
about anecdotal evidence that
Australian suppliers were be-
ing discriminated against in
mining industry contracts that
specified the use of Chinese
equipment and suppliers.
“Any clear evidence of this will
be taken by us to the World
Trade organisation because it
is in breach of the rules and it
is not giving Aussie manufac-
turers a fair go,” she said.
“So my message would be,
for people who have got this
anecdotal evidence, (is) that
we need to take it to the next
stage ... and if clear evidence
is available then we will cer-
tainly do everything we can to
process the case internation-
ally, because it’s not fair to
Aussie manufacturers.

The Australian Industry Group
has warned that overseas-
based prime contractors are
giving preference to sub-
contractors and suppliers in
their country of origin “un-
der explicit or implicit local
preference arrangements and
practices”.

The warnings contained in
a submission responding
to government moves to in-
crease local participation in
major projects were rejected
by mining industry figures
yesterday, who said as much
as 88 per cent of resource
project procurement was of
Australian products.

They said Australian manu-
facturers, where they were
overlooked, frequently failed
to compete on cost and the

complexity of some major re-
source projects was beyond
local capabilities.

The Al Group submission will
reignite debate over whether
the nation’s manufacturers,
who are facing the impact of
a high dollar and rising input
costs, are failing to receive
a share of the benefits of the
mining boom.

It also calls for Defence pro-
curement to be included in
the government’s moves to
improve the participation of
Australian industry in major
domestic projects.

Last year, Julia Gillard moved
to increase incentives for ma-
jor projects to use Australian
content, making more than $6
billion in federal grants contin-
gent on Australian companies
being given a “fair” chance to
obtain work in them.

In October, the Prime Minister
said she would chair a “whole
of government” taskforce with
manufacturing leaders and
unions to help a sector that
shed 53,000 jobs last year.

A spokeswoman for Industry
Minister Greg Combet said
last night claims that Austra-
lian suppliers were locked out
of projects had been put to
the federal government by a
number of groups.

“If there was evidence to sup-
port these claims, the govern-
ment would investigate,” the
spokeswoman said.
“Preferential arrangements,
such as those highlighted by
the Australian Industry Group,
may contravene World Trade
Organisation rules and if sup-
ported by evidence would be
subject to action by the fed-
eral government at the World
Trade Organisation.”
Opposition industry spokes-
man Sophie Mirabella called

for the government to investi-
gate the claims.

“Dumped cabinet minister
Kim Carr failed to investigate
this issue; Greg Combet must
now get to the bottom of it,”
Ms Mirabella said.

The Australian Manufactur-
ing Workers Union’s acting
national secretary, Mike Ni-
colaides, said pressure to
use overseas suppliers was
“certainly not unknown to us
in the mining industry as | un-
derstand it”.

“Our strong preference would
be for the principal contractor
to maximise Australian con-
tent,” Mr Nicolaides said.

“If they are going to use our
resources, they should be
leaving something behind.”
The Australian Industry Par-
ticipation Plans unveiled by
Ms Gillard and Senator Carr,
then the industry minister,
last year were designed to
provide greater assurance
that Australian suppliers had
an opportunity to compete on
level terms in bidding for gov-
ernment-supported projects.
In its submission, the Al Group
says that “in major mining
projects, overseas-owned
mining companies often give
preference to suppliers from
their country or origin”.

“More recently, there is in-
creasing evidence that major,
Australian-based mining com-
panies, under arrangements
explicitly or implicitly linked
to raw materials supply con-
tracts with China, are required
to give preference to Chinese-
produced capital equipment
and other inputs used in Aus-
tralia.”

Al Group said Australian
manufacturers were often
disadvantaged by an undue
emphasis on upfront costs
rather than “whole of life”
costs, which could skew the
emphasis towards lower qual-
ity goods and services and
neglect the costs of mainte-
nance and support.

The submission argued that
local producers were required
to produce to stringent Aus-
tralian and international stan-
dards, while imported alter-
natives faced less rigorous
enforcement.

Local businesses were disad-
vantaged by selection criteria
that required a record of sup-
ply in other countries. “This
favours offshore suppliers

rnational mining fight at WTO

and is a particular barrier to
emerging local businesses
and domestic suppliers of in-
novative goods and services,”
the submission said.
Australian Mines and Metals
Association acting chief ex-
ecutive Geoff Bull said “we’d
love to be able to use more
Australian contractors as
suppliers” in major West Aus-
tralian gas projects.

He said the complexity of
some of the major projects,
particularly LNG projects, was
beyond the capacity of Aus-
tralian manufacturers. Some
also struggled to complete on
cost.

Mr Bull said he was not aware
of any pressure from China
or other interests for offshore
procurement.

The Minerals Council of Aus-
tralia’s acting chief executive,
Chris Fraser, said market re-
alities dictated that the Aus-
tralian minerals industry had
a strong interest in the devel-
opment and maintenance of a
vibrant and competitive local
supplier industry.

“Minerals Council of Australia
member companies already
make substantial purchases
locally on major projects and
generally achieve high levels
of Australian content,” Mr
Fraser said.

“In 2009, the mining indus-
try’s total demand for goods
and services was $85.7 bil-
lion, of which $75.8bn (88 per
cent) was supplied by local
industry,” he said.

“The data simply does not
support the claim the mining
industry is not using substan-
tial local content.”

A University of Sydney study
by Don Scott-Kemmis, re-
leased last November, sug-
gested there had been an ex-
pansion of local production,
with entrepreneurial firms
developing and building new
equipment and selling it lo-
cally and overseas.

In 2010, the West Australian
Department of Commerce
commissioned an indepen-
dent assessment of the ability
of the local steel fabrication
industry to secure module
contracts from energy and
mineral projects.

It found that local fabricators
were not tendering for large
packages because they often
lacked the physical capacity
to do the work.

Is this our most expensive
carpark in Sydney?

orld Square |
Car Park

Monday to Friday Day Rates

0-1Hr $11.00
1-2Hrs $22.00
2 -3 Hrs $33.00
3 -4 Hrs $44.00
4 -5 Hrs $60.00
Gof e $77.00
Lost Ticket $71.00

Evening Flat Rate

Secure Parking World Square Carpark in Sydney CBD.
Picture: Craig Greenhill Source: The Daily Telegraph

CARPARK operators are reap-
ing millions of dollars a year
in profits by charging up to
$200 a day - simply because
they can.

With the industry estimated to
be worth just under $1 billion,
motorists are being forced to
pay as much as $22 per hour
in Sydney’s CBD.

A six-hour stay at Secure Park-
ing’s World Square premises
on George St costs $77 plus
$22 for each additional hour.
A 10 to 11-hour stay costs a
staggering $187.

It’s $89 for three hours at No. 1
Martin Place and $72 for three
hours at Atrium, Pitt St.

A Secure Parking spokesman
said the high World Square
rates were imposed by Syd-
ney City Council to deter peo-
ple driving into the city. Rates
in other carparks were driven
by demand..

“The formula used (to deter-
mine rates at World Square) is
enforced on us by council. It's
to deter people from coming
into the city by car and park-
ing long term,” the spokes-
man said.

“The reason parking is expen-
sive at Martin Place is because
it’s right bang in the centre of
Sydney, it's the most expen-
sive real estate and demand is
extremely high and that drives
up the price.”

Wilson Parking charges $69
for three hours at Darling
Park, $65 for three hours at
Clarence St and $59 for four
hours at Citipark on the cor-
ner of Kent, Market and Sus-
sex Sts.

Wilson Parking CEO Craig
Smith said: “There are a wide
variety of factors that deter-
mine carpark rates. These fac-
tors include land and building

values, parking levies, op-
erational running costs and
various demand and supply
factors. No two carparks are
the same therefore rates are
tailored accordingly.

“The single greatest element
affecting rate increases over
the past decade has been the
imposition of the NSW gov-
ernment parking levies, which
are now over $2100 per bay
per annum.”

Do you know somewhere
cheap to park? If so, where?
Tell us below.

According to financial records,
Wilson Parking earned $4.2
million in profit last year, with
net earnings of $18.3 million
in the year to June 30 up from
$14.1 million the year before.
The privately-owned company
built 20 more carparks, taking
its total to 229.

Secure Parking did not lodge

financial records with the
Australian and Investments
Commission.

Around the state, motorists
are also being stung by ex-
cessive rates including Se-
cure Parking’s Medica Centre
Car Park in Hurstville which
charges $26 for six hours and
Wilson Parking’s Miller St sta-
tion in North Sydney which
charges $58 for three hours.
Gerard McLennan, co-creator
of carpark price comparison
website carparking.info, said
rates generally rise between 3
and 10 per cent annually. “The
expensive parking is spread
around the most densely
populated areas of the city,”
he said.

“On the flip side, there are in-
dependent carparks scattered
around the city that provide
more reasonably priced park-
ing.”
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