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promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for IPS oy ot
change! ‘,.\a.f * 953!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that t-t‘." ‘3
they are our business. . . . c
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (48 Securlty ‘*“9:'” oulae gt ‘J‘A'““'
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. - oty el b aes g A
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . e piell Gikgll palagll
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)"d". aey JIE sall Ligaay salall
excellence. dﬁ.lé'-lo EL.L;L. e LAl
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of v * AN e
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ 0" sy &lgall 8,88 ek daal
suitable to join our team you must: o e alSlig Gl o el pdugll
e Hold afirst Aid certificate o oancd A'.?.d'd g ‘::‘-‘LJ-“ ?—;:“9-“‘ 5-‘;&;
(qu a5 9 Ay
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence . “b‘? §9a90 A Lush asl Sl Sy
- . o eSSl llig o1 cmgSally pslial
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s . s & gale i Loleia|
e Speak fluent English Jkﬁ’j w2 b‘u‘-‘-‘-‘)-“ Klgs x5 ul9.dl
e Have excellent presentation prery'di Mbﬁ‘ ole 8,159l aLalll 39 8-°
. c«Algll dalley
e Bereliable S e e :
Sl caalallasll - :
We have the following security positions available; )ML} Mh" o ‘c'?my "’99
MM»&ﬁﬁAldlM‘
Crowd Control “ e N .
(Events) Awd e Gl Sl g‘m(“?ﬂ‘ ;i
Lge ) o=
e RSA certificate LIl gsagall L tblaly
e Available 7 days/nights £330 308 T )b ad & Al
Static positions kkk wilS el ihagll pulaall
Patrol positions G oAl dlgs alauag
We have full time, part time and casual positions o & . G ol ol Giall 139
available. X 4 oly kIS a3 |
Previous Applicants need not apply 994 00 «9 |);_“ M;‘ 'QL;’i °|
No recruitment companies M“;“'@; ) A~ @ ZA‘ = ,,N”J
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S . = aVlaidl 59 s Juliwlg
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 el P oy [ i Tigpay gl
1 Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au [ 8,591k
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Australia Day

Celebrate what's great!

Australia Day isn’t just about freedom and
wide-open spaces. We're not just celebrating "
our diverse blend of cultures. And it’s not just
about friends coming together for an all-day

eat-a-thon. We celebrate on 26 January because
tomorrow, we get to live it all over again.
To find out about celebrations near you,
visit australiaday.org.au
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McDonald’s, Punchbowl
1171 Canterbury Rd

HALAL CERTIFIED

NOW

t(:" opeéen 24 hours
DRIVE-THRU ONLY

..................................................’.....

Buy One, Get One
FREE Big Mac’

Valid until 31/11/11 at McDonald’s, Punchbowl

PARENT/CARER MUST BE PRESENT FOR A CHILD UNDER 14 YEARS TO REDEEM THIS VOUCHER.
Hand in this voucher when ordering to receive offer. Limit of one voucher per person per day. Not to be used to
discount any other offer or a McValue Meal® purchase. Available after 10.30am.
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Midnight Basketball

-

Grand Final S@n

ation

LA

— ; y,

Mayor Khal Asfour with participants in Bankstown’s Midnight Basketball Grand Final

Bankstown City Council’s
Midnight Basketball contin-
ues to grow as an overwhelm-
ing success following Saturday
night’s Grand Final show-
down.
«With Midnight Basketball
reaching the end of only its sec-
ond season, | am thrilled with
how incredibly popular it has
already become», Bankstown
Mayor Khal Asfour said.
«The Grand Final was an
outstanding show stopper of
a game with the season’s un-
derdogs, the Green Hornets,
securing a two point win over
the Polar Bears.»
«l congratulate all players
for their outstanding perfor-
mances and sportsmanship
and | look forward to the pro-
gram being an even bigger hit
in 2012», Mayor Asfour said.
The Grand Final evening also
featured a further highlight as
players took on volunteersina
series of <friendly> matches.
Mayor Asfour said that aside
from providing the City’s
youth with a positive Saturday
late night entertainment ac-
tivity, the program also taught
invaluable life skills, promot-

ed healthy and active lifestyles
and enabled new friendships
to develop.

«The program also proved
once and for all that our
young people can have the
time of their lives without get-
ting drunk, doing drugs or en-
gaging in irresponsible behav-
lour,» Mayor Asfour said.
Mayor Asfour also said that
he was encouraged by the high
proportion of participants
who received a 100% Atten-
dance Award.

Mayor Asfour thanked Bank-
stown Youth Advisory Com-
mittee, Calvery Chapel, Youth
Off The Streets, Bankstown
City YMCA, Woodyville Com-
munity Services, Coolabu-
roo Neighbourhood Centre,
Greenacre  Neighbourhood
Centre, Commonwealth Bank
Bankstown Branch, Bank-
stown Basketball Association,
Coach Merve Tait, Metro
MRC

Creating Links and The Cor-
ner Youth Health Service for
their support.

There are two more tourna-
ments planned for 2012 in
Terms 2 and 4.
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The Service Schedule for
Christmas Services in the
Antiochian Orthodox Churches:

On the occasion of Christmas Holidays and
the Epiphany of the Holy Trinity,

The Antiochian Orthodox Churches will
have the following schedule of Services:
Saturday, December 24th: Charismas Eve.
The services to begin at 7:30PM.

Sunday, December 25th Christmas Day.
Services to begin at 10:00AM.

Epiphany, January 6th:

Thursday, January 5th, 7:00 PM evening.
Epiphany Divine Liturgy and blessing of
water.

Blessing of homes of Parishioners to begin
on Friday the six of January.

Metropolitan Saliba will welcome at the
Archdiocese Headquarters the faithful and
the friends on the occasion of Christmas
Holiday: Sunday, December 25th, from 6:00
to 10:00PM.

Wishing all Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year.
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@ didg dlex IPS Security @ —
| " ATEM
Are you Ifedkupfwr[h yo;Jr current er_n[é)_loyft)arl'i Bt(oke?
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for - . .
change! IPS "’-h-’
At IPS Security V\rl16 value ou?bemployees and know that E]'eCtrlca]' ContraCtlng
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. * o ” ¥ LQ oy " ‘S
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . ) 9
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)ﬁ'.d" Py e &
excellence. Mb 5
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of uﬁ‘ ““‘ mn &G ﬂ
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be o ¢ P P
suitable to join our team you must: - Mh ’ gs ” ) ‘-u ‘ &l ' ’
e Hold afirst Aid certificate a‘.‘."? 4'.‘.'!“"" o o *»
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &‘ pﬁbb
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . ) LQS‘ “ . LQAA.” . |
. - <y AA_‘
e Speak fluent English J'Aﬁ‘j 0> P o ;d N
e Have excellent presentation pr Mbﬁ" O UA‘S ‘A—')ﬁ M—l Ws-b-“
e Be reliable )la.wi.? :“aw‘ d.\fll.\).QS." c_||..\.|.).0_|.” L,ﬁ u_l_u.AL«.A_Alu
We have the following security positions available; : o, ol - U ¢
Cro?deor;%/rgl - ’L’“ d_us.u.\.“ LJ)L"Q'HS «_Ah.o]ls ‘_\Luu-u.ls.n.“ ).\Sl‘
Events Aud P o R . .
. RSAcericate Joald AlaSq dlolall B dkia .. dad g k>
e Available 7 days/nights - bt .“
Statc posions Ak Pl b delu 24/24 Jaw
We have full time, part time and casual positions .. & e . > o ot
. available. . 48490 5y @ Ll el ! g diad Jladt ¥
Previous Applicants need not apply .
No recruitment companies Yoy
Victoria Licence Number: F;74—201—108 . Jead! @@ a8 Tel/Fax:=03 9391 0686
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300572627~ <laddl B s Mb: 04 1794 9650

_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961

www.totospizzahouse.com

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053
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HEAD OFFICE MELBDURNE

2432 Stanley Drive Somerion, Vic 3062
Tek [03) 9308 0880 - Fax: {03) 9308 0506

SYDNEY: BRISBANE: ADFEL AIDYE- PEF

B 1551595 Newiom Bd 1IN Beeslesyh B & Georpge Strect =E McDo
Tel: (07} 3344 7400 Tek (08} 8787 GRGS | Tel: (8) 5
Fan: (O07) 3344 7500 | Fan: (08} 8359 0044 | Fax (8}

Tek (02} ETET 0500
Faoc (OF) 9725 4012

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.c
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= MILAD HOMES

Bunldmg ‘& Construction

b 045 555555

,um‘ qpet wwgmmsm

- Renovatioh.: Extensions

e ‘Plans - orﬁsultlng F i

Registered Building ch#ntloner
Workmanship Guarantee—

AL BRI

S 7 LY fud
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SUNRISE BAKE HOUSE
19 g a9 (pomay g il
PR
94841288 Jiai)
757 digh IS¢,
TJHORNBURY,
19C, 3071

Milad El-Halabi - cMmc, JP

» Appointed by the Victorian Government
Justice of the Peace Reg. No. 11838

» Appointed and authorised by
the Australian Government
Civil Marriage Celebrant Reg. No. A11175

> Individual and personal ceremonies
Mob: 0457 555 555 for all occasions and cultures

Fax: (03) 9323 5855 C'ﬁ) el Y1 Gl 3] TS
Mamage Consultant
* Commitments = Funerals

Level 1, 419 Sydney Rd,
Coburg, Vic. 3058
Email: milademc@gmail.com
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BROADMEADOWS VIC 3047
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almaza Beer

One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon

- now In Australia
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call Classica PL on
03 9383 5222
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Future: South not for score settling

In this June 12, 2009 file photo, former Prime Minister Saad Hariri speaks during an
interview at the Grand Serail in Beirut, Lebanon. (Grace Kassabl The Daily Star)

BEIRUT: The parliamen-
tary Future bloc of former
Prime Minister Saad Hariri
warned Tuesday against
attempts to use south
Lebanon as “a platform
to settle regional and in-
ternational scores” — a
clear allusion to Syria’s
confrontation with West-
ern states which have
intensified pressure on
Damascus to stop its vio-
lent crackdown on pro-
democracy  protesters
demanding the ouster of
Syrian President Bashar
Assad.

Separately, Hariri said
last week’s bomb attack
on a UNIFIL patrol that
wounded five French
peacekeepers was “a
Syrian message” from
Assad through his allies
in Lebanon.

Meanwhile, Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri and
Hezbollah renewed their
support for UNIFIL’s role
in southern Lebanon,
days after three major
security breaches threat-
ened to destabilize the
volatile region amid at-
tempts to use the border
area as a base for send-
ing political messages.
Hariri, speaking to his
supporters on the popular
social networking web-
site Twitter, said the se-
curity incidents that hap-
pened in Lebanon have
raised big questions from
the public about those re-

sponsible for them.

“The government seems
to be in a coma, ignoring
what happened or even
hiding the truth,” he said.
Referring to the roadside
bombing that targeted
French soldiers serving
with the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon
near the southern port
city of Tyre last week,
Hariri said: “Such matters
do not happen just like
that. It is a Syrian mes-
sage from Assad through
his friends in Lebanon.”
Asked about the possibil-
ity of Syria using Leba-
non as an arena for nego-
tiations, Hariri said: “This
was in the past. Soon this
regime in Syria will fall.”
Tension rose in south
Lebanon after a rocket
launched from the region
toward Israel fell short
of its target, seriously
wounding a Lebanese
woman Sunday night
The rocket launch came
two days after the attack
on UNIFIL and nearly two
weeks after rockets fired
from the south hit north-
ern Israel in the first such
attack in two years, caus-
ing no casualties.

These incidents raised
fears of military escala-
tion in south Lebanon
against the backdrop of
Arab and European eco-
nomic sanctions on Syria
for refusing to halt its
crackdown on protesters.

They also came amid
rising concerns that the
nine-month turmoil in
Syria could spill over
into Lebanon, where the
rival Lebanese factions
are sharply divided be-
tween supporters and
opponents of the Syrian
regime. While the Hezbol-
lah-led March 8 alliance
supports Assad, the op-
position March 14 coali-
tion led by the Future
Movement openly backs
the Syrian popular upris-
ing.

The Future bloc ex-
pressed its concern over
the “terrorist attack” on
the French peacekeepers
and the firing of the rock-
et at “a suspicious and
dangerous timing.”

“The Future bloc reiter-
ates its condemnation of
attempts to drag Lebanon
to a situation it does not
want in such a way as to
keep it away from serv-
ing its national cause in
boosting the solidarity of
its people, protecting its
soil and defending its ter-
ritory against the [Israeli]
enemy by the legitimate
security and military forc-
es entrusted with protect-
ing the country,” the bloc
said in a statement issued
after its weekly meeting
chaired by former Prime
Minister Fouad Siniora.
“The bloc stressed that
the Lebanese people and
the residents of the south,

who have sacrificed for
the liberation of the occu-
pied territory, will not ac-
cept a return to the prac-
tice of using them as a
platform to settle regional
and international scores
or a mailbox to send let-
ters to any party whoever
it is,” the statement said.

It called on the govern-
ment to exert, through the
military and security forc-
es, all necessary efforts
to uncover “those who
are committing those ter-
rorist and subversive acts
which harm the country
and its stability.”

“In this respect, the bloc
sees that the Lebanese
people and the residents
of the south, backed by
the Lebanese military
and security forces, are
called upon to stand
united in facing attempts
to use Lebanon by any
party whoever it is. In this
context, the bloc calls on
these military and secu-
rity forces to boost their
efforts for protecting our
people in the south and
bolstering their stead-
fastness,” the statement
said.

Meanwhile, UNIFIL com-
mander Maj. Gen. Alberto
Asarta Cuevas discussed
the developments in the
south during a meeting
Tuesday with Berri who
reiterated his support for
the U.N. force’s role.Berri
said the attack on UNIFIL
was an attack on the
people, the army and the
resistance — the tripartite
equation adopted by the
government as the best
means to defend Leba-
non against a possible
Israeli attack.

“In fact, what happened
recently targeted the tri-
angle that protects Leba-
non: the people, the army
and the resistance,” Berri
said in a statement after
meeting Asarta. “There-
fore, it is not enough for
Lebanon and officials
to make statements. We

have to work as a people,
army and resistance in
addition to UNIFIL, and
alongside it, to safeguard
the south and, in its heart,
Lebanon,” he added.

A source close to Berri
said the speaker told
Asarta that the south was
like “a private swimming
pool” confined to the
Lebanese Army, UNIFIL
and the Lebanese. “No
one else is allowed to
play with it,” the source
quoted Berri as saying.
According to the source,
Berri assured Asarta that
the Lebanese Army and
security forces will take
security measures “to
prevent the south from
becoming a theater of
chaos.”

Asarta will meet with
Prime Minister Najib Mi-
kati Wednesday to dis-
cuss the security situa-
tion in the south following
the rocket launch and the
attack on UNIFIL.

A senior Hezbollah official
also renewed the party’s
support for UNIFIL’s role.
“Hezbollah’s stance on
UNIFIL has not changed.
The party’s relations with
UNIFIL are more than
good,” the official told
The Daily Star.

However, Lebanese Forc-
es leader Samir Geagea
blamed Hezbollah for
the security incidents in
south Lebanon.
“Hezbollah is directly or
indirectly responsible
for the operations car-
ried out against UNIFIL.
Therefore, the party is
responsible for the fate
of the south,” Geagea
told a news conference at
his residence in Maarab,
north of Beirut.

“In the south, the real au-
thority belongs to Hezbol-
lah and the real security
presence in the south is
for Hezbollah,” he said.
“We all know that Hezbol-
lah is responsible for all
the incidents that happen
in the south. Terrorist
groups accused of carry-
ing out these operations
cannot exist in the south
without Hezbollah’s
knowledge or its cover,”
Geagea added.

Hezbollah and Syria de-
nied Monday French ac-
cusations that they were
behind the UNIFIL attack.
French Foreign Minister
Alain Juppe said Sun-
day that Syria was prob-
ably behind the attack,
but added that he had no
proof.

Federal MPs set for big wage boost,
but they’ll have to wait until next year

JULIA Gillard is in line
for a $140,000 pay rise,
while federal backbench-
ers will see their pay
packets swell by more
than $50,000 a year, un-
der an overhaul of MPs’
pay rates.

But before they can enjoy
their windfall rises, feder-
al MPs will have to agree
to legislative changes to
ensure retired parliamen-
tarians don>t also benefit
through a resulting boost
in their pensions.

Under a reform blueprint
released by the indepen-
dent Remuneration Tribu-

nal today, the controver-
sial gold pass allowing
MPs unlimited domestic
travel will be abolished.
They will also lose the
right to go on regular
taxpayer-funded “study”
trips.

The adjustments will push
the Prime Minister-s pay
to $481,000 a year, while
backbenchers will earn a
base salary of $185,000.
Senior public servants
will also get big pay rises,
which will lift the salaries
of the nation’s top bu-
reaucrats to more than
$800,000 by 2014.
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13 die as Syria defectors retaliate over shooting
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Demonstrators against Syria’s President Bashar Assad gather in Kafranbel near Adlb

DAMASCUS: Army defec-
tors killed at least eight
Syrian troops Wednes-
day in an act of revenge
after security forces shot
dead five civilians, activ-
ists said, while strikes
were observed in several
areas.

“At least eight soldiers
were killed in an ambush
on four military jeeps trav-
elling in the village of Al-
Asharna on the outskirts
of[the central city of]
Hama,” said the Britain-
based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights.

The violence comes as
Western nations seek
tough action against
Syria at the U.N. Security
Council, where President
Bashar Assad’s regime
has support from his ve-
to-wielding ally Russia.
Wednesday’s ambush
marked the second such
insurgent attack in as
many days.

It was carried out by “army
defectors in response to
the death of five ...
ians who were killed [on
Wednesday] morning
when their car was hit by
security forces” near Al-
Khataab, the Observatory
said in a statement.

Three army “defectors”
were wounded when
they clashed with regular
troops at Lujat in south-
ern Daraa Province, cra-
dle of the revolt against
Assad'’s 11-year rule, said
the statement received in
Nicosia.

civil-

“Heavy gunfire was heard
in the town of Hirak,” also
in Daraa, which came un-
der assault by military
forces backed by tanks
and troop carriers, said
the rights group.

In Douma, to the north
of Damascus, telephone
lines were completely cut
off at dawn while heavy
gunfire could be heard
near a state security of-
fice.

In Harasta, a suburb on
the outskirts of the capi-
tal, security forces con-
ducted raids and arrests
in an assault coupled
with “power-cuts in some
neighbourhoods,” said
the Observatory.

The reports cannot be
independently verified
as most foreign report-
ers cannot enter or move
freely in Syria.

They come a day after ac-
tivists reported the deaths
of at least 23 civilians
across Syria at the hands
of security forces seeking
to crush the unprecedent-
ed protest movement that
erupted mid-March.

Also on Tuesday, army
defectors ambushed a
Syrian security patrol,
killing seven in revenge
for a raid that cost 11
civilian lives, they said,
while state media report-
ed Syrian border guards
shot dead two “terrorists”
from Turkey.

The violence on Wednes-
day spilled over into
neighbouring  Lebanon

where a Syrian military
patrol entered Lebanese
territory and opened fire
on a border town, wound-
ing two people, a local of-
ficial said.

“Syrian troops entered
Lebanese territory today
and opened fire on the vil-
lage of Khirbat Daoud in
Aarsal,” said Bakr Hujairi
of Aarsal municipality.

At least three people have
been killed in the area
since October as Syrian
troops staging incursions
into Lebanon opened fire
on border villages.
Meanwhile, a civil disobe-
dience campaign was ob-
served in parts of Syria,
including the central cit-
ies of Hama and Homes,
Idlib to the northwest and
in Daraa, activists said.
“The second stage has
begun... We will shut our
mobile phones for four
hours in the afternoon,
block roads, and go to
work without working,”
they wrote on their Face-
book page.

The strike, which kicked
off on Sunday in the name
of “dignity,” aims to “de-
prive the regime of the fi-
nancial means it is using
to kill our children.”

A resident of Kanaker,
50 kilometres south of
the capital, told AFP that
“no one voted in the mu-
nicipal elections,” which
were held on Monday.
“The strike has been on-
going since Sunday and
children are not attending

school,” he added.

The Syrian National Coun-
cil, the opposition’s most
representative grouping,
said on its website that it
is seeking new means to
protect civilians from the
regime’s crackdown on
dissent.

“The members of the Syr-
ian National Council must
discuss different ways
to protect civilians. They
must find new means to
protect civilians in Syr-
ia,” said spokeswoman
Bassma Kodmani.

The unrest gripping Syria
was the focus of a UN Se-
curity Council meeting on
Tuesday, with UN rights
chief Navi Pillay estimat-
ing more than 5,000 peo-
ple have died since March
in the government’s
crackdown on dissent.
Pillay’s private briefing
to the 15-nation coun-
cil -- where Russia and
China blocked a resolu-
tion condemning Assad
in October -- heightened
divisions over how to re-
spond to the Syrian vio-
lence.

Washington has de-
nounced the Security
Council’s silence on Syr-
ia as “unconscionable.”
But Moscow said the
West is pursuing an
agenda of “regime
change” by putting pres-
sure on Syria’s govern-
ment but not on armed
groups in the troubled
country.

Pillay told reporters she
had given the new toll of
more than 5,000 dead --
including some 300 chil-
dren -- and recommend-
ed the Assad regime’s
crackdown be referred
to the International Crim-
inal Court.

The Arab League has
called an emergency
meeting of the 22-mem-
ber bloc’s foreign minis-
ters in Cairo on Saturday
to respond to Syria’s pro-
posal to admit observers
in exchange for an end
to regional sanctions.

NYT:. Hezbollah used
LCB to launder money

BEIRUT: The Lebanese-
Canadian Bank was the
hub of international mon-
ey-laundering operations
used to fund Hezbollah,
a New York Times article
said Wednesday.

The article says the LCB,
which in February was
accused of laundering
money from international
crime rings with ties to
the party, leading to its
sale, aided in the launder-
ing of millions of dollars
a year from international
businesses, including
some used as a front to
move money from inter-
national drugs rings into
the legitimate economy.
Hezbollah has denied re-
ceiving money via LCB
bank accounts.

A leading banker, speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity, told The Daily
Star Wednesday that the
timing of the article is
very suspicious. “Why
are they [The New York
Times] opening this file
again although the Cen-
tral Bank took quick and
decisive action to con-
tain the negative effects
of the Lebanese-Cana-
dian Bank?” the banker
asked.

The banker felt some
quarters are trying to un-
dermine the reputation of
the Lebanese banks for
ulterior motives.

“Most of the informa-
tion about the banks in
the article is baseless
and [a] figment of the
author’s  imagination,”
the banker said. Accord-
ing to the report, those
brought in to audit the
company after the sale
of its assets to Société
Générale de Banque au
Liban in the wake of the
scandal uncovered 200
accounts suspected of
money laundering and
links with Hezbollah. The
original investigation
into the bank included

the discovery that senior
bank managers had fa-
cilitated a scheme which
involved laundering drug
money by integrating it
with funds from used
cars bought by Lebanese
businessman Ayman
Joumaa in the U.S. and
sold in Africa.

The US. Drug Enforce-
ment Agency says the
LCB deposited some of
the funds directly to Hez-
bollah, the report says.
Joumaa was indicted
Tuesday by the U.S. on
suspicion of running an
international drug smug-
gling ring involving sup-
pliers in Colombia and
the notorious Los Zetas
drug gang of Mexico.
According to the re-
port the investigation
revealed that several
businessmen - mainly
Shiite, often known Hez-
bollah supporters — used
the bank for businesses
based in West Africa that
appeared to be a front to
enable Hezbollah to move
funds.

According to the news-
paper, the LCB also pro-
vided a crucial loan to
aid a relative of a former
Hezbollah commander,
Ali Tajeddine, to buy over
140 acres of land in the
Chouf using Shiite dia-
mond dealer, Nazem Said
Ahmad as a front.
Hezbollah MP Ali Fayyad,
who was interviewed for
the story, reiterated to
The Daily Star his rejec-
tion of the allegations. “I
rejected the story they
had about buying lands
in the Chouf area. Those
were regular business-
man,” Fayyad told The
Daily Star. Fayyad re-
jected the idea the bank
would assist Hezbollah as
it was “not even a Shiite
organization,” and said
links between business-
men in Africa and Hez-
bollah were imagined.
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Lebanese teachers carry banners during a protest to demand the ad-

justment of salaries in front of the Government House in Beirut, Leba-
non, Wednesday, Oct. 19, 2011. (Mohammad Azakiri The Daily Star)

BEIRUT: Teachers and
groups of workers geared
up to stage a strike Thurs-
day to demand higher sal-
aries as the government
decided Wednesday to re-
move the value added tax
on red gasoil in a clear at-
tempt to alleviate the pres-
sure from labor unions
and political parties.
Government and private
sector employees as
well as private and pub-
lic school teachers have
been urged by some la-
bor unions to observe a
strike to protest the gov-
ernment’s recent deci-
sion to raise the monthly
minimum  wage from
LL500,000 {o LL600,000.
Many political parties, in-
cluding Hezbollah, the Ka-
taeb party (Phalange) and
the Free Patriotic Move-
ment voiced support for
the strike.

“We call on all teachers
in high schools, private
and public schools and
institutes, and employees
in public administrations
to strike and participate
widely in the demonstra-
tion, to be held 11 a.m.
Thursday, [which will be]
heading to the Grand Se-
rail to announce rejection
to the humiliating wage in-
crease decision made by
the government,” a state-
ment issued by Union
Coordination Committee
Wednesday said.

Many  private  school
teachers also affirmed
their participation in the
strike: “Tomorrow [Thurs-
day] is a general strike
day at all private and pub-
lic schools,” head of the
private school teachers’

union, Nehme Mahfoud
said in a statement.

The Cabinet had approved
last week a plan to raise
the minimum wage to
LL600,000. The decree
stipulated that salaries
under LLAmillion be in-
creased by 30 percent up
to a LL200,000 cap, and
salaries above LLA mil-
lion by 20 percent up to
LL275,000. The Cabinet
also agreed to hike the
yearly education allow-
ance to a maximum of
LLA.5 million from its cur-
rent LLA million level.

But the UCC, General La-
bor Confederation and
almost all labor groups
rejected the deal outright,
arguing that it failed to
meet their aspirations and
fell short of last October’s
wage increase which they
also rejected.

Despite the strike being
primarily a teachers’ ac-
tion, some labor unions
intend to participate in
the strike and protest. The
Association of Public Em-
ployees, a part of the UCC,
had already announced
last week its participation,
calling on public sector
employees to take part in
the strike.

Castro Abdallah, presi-
dent of the National Labor
Confederation — a GLC ri-
val union - said his group
would participate in the
strike and demonstration
Thursday.

The UCC, a grouping of
teachers’ and employees’
unions, upheld their de-
mand entailing a 60 per-
cent increase for salaries
under LLA million, A0 per-
cent on salaries between

Lebanese teachers fire warning shot

LLA million and LL2 mil-
lion, and 20 percent on
salaries above LL2 million.
They said pensioners and
public employees working
on contract should ben-
efit from the wage hike
and asked for bolstered
social benefits, express-
ing support for a plan for
publically funded univer-
sal health care coverage
for all resident Lebanese
suggested by the Labor
Ministry.

Meanwhile, head of Leba-
nese Industrialists Asso-
ciation Jack Sarraf said
his group will suspend
negotiations with labor
groups — a reaction he
said was in response to
Thursday’s strike.

“Why go ahead with the
strike and amplify de-
mands that will eventually
cause increases in school
tuition fees and obstruct
teaching for a day,” he
said, adding that most
businesses were in con-
fusion over how to imple-
ment the wage increase.
The private sector has
agreed to the wage in-
crease decision, which in-
cludes an article that says
employees who received
“consensual” salary in-
creases from employers
since Jan. 1, 2010 may not
be eligible for the raise.
Meanwhile, the Cabinet
cancelled the VAT tax
on red gasoil, saying
the measure was perma-
nent. The decision came
at the request of Energy
and Water Minister Gi-
bran Bassil. The Cabinet
said the removal of the
tax would be effective as
of Monday, adding that it
would also draft a law to
cancel the tax on red gas-
oil so it can be endorsed
by the parliament The
minister also discussed
Finance Minister Moham-
mad Safadi’s 2012 draft
budget but postponed de-
liberation on this bill until
the next session. Informa-
tion Minister Walid Daouk
admitted many ministers
expressed some reserva-
tions about Safadi’s draft
budget.

UNIFIL commander calls for stabilization

of south Lebanon

UNIFIL Commander Major General Alberto Asarta Cue-
vas. (Archive The Daily Star)

BEIRUT: The commander
of UNIFIL peacekeeping
forces urged Lebanese
authorities Wednesday to
step up efforts to prevent
destabilizing acts in the
south, in the wake of re-
cent bombings and rocket
launchings.

UNIFIL commander Maj.
Gen. Alberto Asarta Cue-
vas met with Prime Minister
Najib Mikati Wednesday to
discuss last week’s attack
on French peacekeepers.
“The Lebanese govern-
ment has the primary re-
sponsibility for ensuring
security of UNIFIL ... there
is clearly a need for further
enhancing security con-
trol in the area to prevent
further attempts at under-
mining peace and secu-
rity in the south,” Asarta
said, according to a UNIFIL
statement.A roadside bomb
hit a UNIFIL vehicle carry-
ing members of the French
contingent Friday, wound-
ing five peacekeepers
and one bystander. It was
the second attack target-
ing French forces and the
third against UNIFIL this
year.“The recent incidents
showed that despite all the
efforts made by UNIFIL and
[the Lebanese Army] there
continue to be weapons
and hostile armed elements
in the area of operations in
violation of one of the most
important provisions of
U.N. Security Council reso-
lution 1701,” Asarta said.
Mikati said Lebanon was
committed to cooperating
with UNIFIL.

“Targeting the French con-
tingent is aimed at harming
the relationship between
Lebanon and France, which

has always stood beside
Lebanon under all circum-
stances,” Mikati told Asarta
at the Grand Serail.
Although Paris had warned
after the first attack this
year that it would downsize
its contingent if further at-
tacks occurred, French
officials said recently the
country would wait until
a strategic review being
carried out by the U.N. is
complete before making a
decision.

Mikati reiterated his con-
demnation of the attack,
which he said was aimed at
destabilizing the south.

The prime minister also
renewed his call for the
international community
and the U.N. to support the
Lebanese Army logistically
and implement internation-
al resolutions

“This attack does not affect
our commitment to the role
of the international forces
in supporting Lebanon and
aiding the Lebanese Army
in strengthening stability,”
he added.

Meanwhile, Hezbollah and
the Amal Movement said
Wednesday they were com-
mitted to the role of UNIFIL,
denouncing the recent at-
tack.

“Hezbollah and the Amal
Movement leaderships
stress their commitment
to UNIFIL’s role, which is
supporting the Lebanese
Army in line with Resolu-
tion 1701,” said a state-
ment issued by the two
parties after a meeting at
Amal’s office in Tyre.

In the statement, Hezbollah
and Amal condemned an
incident Monday in which a
rocket, apparently aimed at

Israel, hit the home of a 55-
year-old woman in Houla,
south Lebanon. The state-
ment said such incidents
underscore the “pressing
need for unity.”

The two parties, which
enjoy wide support in the
south, called on security
and judicial authorities to
accelerate investigations
into the incidents.

They also accused “some
in Lebanon of going along
with external desires and
their suspicious projects
in pursuit of power,” point-
ing to the international
community’s role in recent
change in the region.
Separately, U.N. Special
Coordinator for Lebanon
ad interim Robert Watkins
met with Marada Movement
leader Suleiman Franjieh
in north Lebanon Wednes-
day for discussions that
touched on the implemen-
tation of Resolution 1701.
“I told MP Franjieh that the
U.N. was concerned about
the recent serious devel-
opments in south Leba-
non, particularly the latest
attack against UNIFIL last
Friday and the two inci-
dents of rocket fire from
south Lebanon toward
Israel,” Watkins said in a
statement following their
meeting.

“The secretary-general
has condemned all these
incidents, and we hope
that stability and calm will
prevail instead in south
Lebanon and along the
Blue Line.”

“This is a critical time to
preserve that calm and
stability, maintain the ces-
sation of hostilities put in
place by Resolution 1701,
and continue to work
with UNIFIL and the Leba-
nese Army towards these
goals,” Watkins added.

For its part, the March 14
coalition said Wednesday
that Hezbollah bears “to-
tal responsibility” for the
latest security incidents in
the south.

The group condemned the
recent UNIFIL attack and
the launching of rockets
from Lebanon in the direc-
tion of Israel.




Page 35

Saturday 17 December 2011

the middie east

RN

Yo Jo¥l 9alS VYV s

Y0 dondua

News

$8,000 Telco mistake cost family
their new home

15th December 2011

A Bateau Bay resi-
dent, Daniel Carter and
his young family were
shocked when they ap-
plied for a home loan
last year to find they
were refused due to a
whopping $8,000 debt
and five years of bad
credit when a botched
phone plan with Telstra
in 2006 came back to
haunt them.

The Carters were told
by the lender there was
no way they would be
given a home loan with
a black mark against
their name - a mark
Daniel says was a huge
mistake.

"I was on a 10MB plan
initially, but wanted to
start using the internet
from my phone. | con-
tacted Telstra to get up-
graded to 1GB, which
the operator agreed
to. It wasn’t until |1 got
the bill for $4,000 that |
saw the operator hadn't
changed the data allow-
ance and | was still on
10MB,” he explains.

Mr Carter says he spent
more than 3 months
in contact with Telstra
attempting to resolve
the problem, and was
passed on from one
person to another.

"All the operators said
they didn’t have the au-
thority to remove this
bill or change it. No one
was willing to help they
all just kept passing me
around operators which
lead to hours on end
being caught up on the
phone without getting
answers,” he says.

" After a few months they
disconnected my phone,
but | had no idea they
had referred the debt to
a collection agency, and
banned me from credit
for 5 years.”
The credit

rating re-

pairer who has taken up
the Carter's case says
thousands of Telco cus-
tomers are living with
negative listings on
their credit file that just
shouldn’t be there, and
this should serve as a
warning to all credit ac-
tive individuals to check
the accuracy of their
own credit rating.
"Consumers need to
know that mistakes do
happen for a variety of
reasons, and often it is
not until people apply
for credit in a separate
instance that they find
out - by then it is too
late,” MyCRA’s Graham
Doessel explains.

This comes after the
Telecommunications In-
dustry Ombudsman re-
leased its annual report
this month on the num-
ber and nature of con-
sumer complaints in the
2010-11 year, revealing
a staggering 18 per cent
increase in complaints
from the previous year.
The report attributes the
rise to mobile phone
service faults and in-
creased smart phones
use.

"The record number of
complaints made to the
TIO is disappointing.
Customers who have
complained to us have
been frustrated not only
by mobile telephone
problems, but also by
deficient customer ser-
vice and complaint han-
dling,” Ombudsman Si-
mon Cohen said.

Mr Carter says trying
to get the mistake fixed
up and his credit file
restored himself, was
problematic.

"l tried to clear it with
Baycorp, they told me
if 1 paid the debt they
would reduce it to
$6,000 - which I did. Un-
fortunately that didn’t
clear my credit file, it

was only marked as
'paid’ and was no use
to me getting a home
loan,” he says.

Mr Doessel says many
people have trouble
resolving errors them-
selves, because they
aren’t familiar with the
legislation and find it
difficult to negotiate
with creditors.
"Customers can often
be given the run-around
by creditors, and can
find it difficult to apply
the letter of the law to
their own circumstanc-
es when they have no
knowledge of what the
rules are. Sometimes
that can do their case
more harm than good,”
he says.

Mr Carter's case has
been resolved and My-
CRA have now con-
firmed he’'s been re-
funded $5407.09 of the
$6000 he paid out to
Baycorp.

"We’'re relieved to be fi-
nally getting a home, but
the whole thing has left
us very disappointed in
big corporations - you
really don’'t get looked
after,” he says.

Every 'credit active’ con-
sumer is entitled to see
what is said about them
on their credit report.

A copy can be obtained
for free every year from
one or more of the cred-
it reporting agencies in
Australia. The report is
mailed to the credit file
holder within 10 work-
ing days.

If consumers find er-
rors, or listings which
they believe are inaccu-
rate or unjust they have
the right to have them
removed.

For further information
people can contact My-
CRA Credit Repairs toll-
free on 1300 667 218 or
visit their website, www.
mycra.com.au

PAY DIRT FOR MPs: Did anyone
them a performance review?

Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard (front-2nd L) joins her new cabinet and ministers

after the swearing in ceremony with Governor-General Quentin Bryce (front-3rd L) at

Admiralty House in Sydney. Picture: AFP Source: AFP

PRIME Minister Julia Gil-
lard has been given a
$114,000 pay rise as part
of a bump to all politi-
cians - on the same day
an MP was outed for
spending $24,000 on a
junket, only to cut and
paste a report from Wiki-
pedia.

Ms Gillard>s salary will
rise to $481,000 and
backbenchers will get a
base rate of $185,000 - a
$40,000 increase - from
2012, under a plan re-
leased on thursday.

The Remuneration Tri-
bunal released its final
determination of politi-
cians> and public ser-
vant pay, which still
needs the parliament>s
approval before it comes
into effect.

Tribunal president John
Conde said the prime
minister>s new salary
would be $481,000 - up
from $367,000.

“In our view that is not
an unreasonable salary
for the prime minister of
Australia, whoever he or
she may be,” Mr Conde
said.

It was important that
Australia paid its politi-
cians well enough to at-
tract and retain people
from all walks of life in
the parliament.

Asked whether it was

the right time in the eco-
nomic cycle to be think-
ing about pay rises, Mr
Conde said: “There is
never a right time for
this.

“lIt>s been a long time
coming. We>ve conclud-
ed our work and this is
our conclusion.”

Before the decision was
announced, Federal En-
ergy Minister Martin Fer-
guson said he did not
need a pay rise,

‘1 have no idea what
those people have deter-
mined and I>ve paid little
attention to it,” Mr Fer-
guson told reporters in
Sydney on Thursday.
When asked if he would
personally welcome a
pay rise, Mr Ferguson
said no.

“I actually think my min-
isterial salary is pretty
good to be honest with
you,” he said.

“I>Il wait and see what
comes out of it and
they>ll have to explain
their recommendations
because they->re an in-
dependent tribunal.

“The government does
not make these deci-
sions.”

The pay rise was ap-
proved the same day as
a report in Fairfax that
Federal Labor MP Craig
Thomson spent $24,000

on a 42-day overseas
study trip - visiting Brit-
ain, Ireland, France,
Spain and the US.

When Mr Thomson finally
submitted a report fromt
his trip - four months late
- most of its analysis and
commentary had been
cut and pasted from in-
ternet sources.

Mr Thomson>s analysis
of US fiscal policy was
lifted from a speech giv-
en by John Lipsky, first
deputy managing direc-
tor of the International
Monetary Fund.

His summing up of Euro-
pean Union financial re-
forms was taken from a
speech given by Europe-
an Commission member
Michael Barnier in Vilni-
us, Lithuania on Septem-
ber 8, four months after
Mr Thomson returned to
Australia.

And much of his run-
down on economic con-
ditions in Ireland and
Spain was taken from
outdated Wikipedia ar-
ticles, Fairfax said.

It comes as just the latest
blotch on Mr Thomson>s
tattered copybook.

The embattled MP is
still  under investiga-
tion for the alleged use
of a union credit card
for prostitutes and cash
withdrawals.
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Australia among the world’s
priciest on food, housing

Cinema ticket, cars, fruit and veges and property prices in

Australia are among the world’s dearest. Picture: Herald Sun

Source: Herald Su

FORGET the lucky coun-
try - Australia has been
branded the land of the
great big rip-off.

It is absurd that staples
such as fruits and veg-
etables are several times
more expensive than in
Europe; DVDs and books
can be bought far cheaper
offshore; the same cars
cost twice as much com-
pared with overseas, and;
housing is less affordable
than some of the world’s
biggest cities, says a Cen-
tre for Independent Stud-
ies report.

What is the biggest drain
on your money? Scroll
down the page to take our
Cost of Living survey and
tell us where it hurts.

The pro-business think-
tank wants property stamp
duty axed or slashed and
first home buyer grants
and negative gearing
scrapped to reduce the
cost divide, claiming the
policies have added to
the housing affordability
crisis.

And it says import restric-
tions should be dropped
for bananas, cars and
books, the Herald Sun re-
ported.

The paper labels the na-
tion one of the priciest on
the planet, blaming suc-
cessive governments for
key essentials now being
steeper than in London,
New York and Singapore.
“That Australia is now one
of the most expensive ad-
dresses on the planet was
by no means unavoidable
... what we got instead is
a country in which both
products and land are

much more expensive
than in most other coun-
tries.”

But a federal government
spokesman said tariffs
had been progressively
reduced over three de-
cades to promote free
trade and lower consumer
goods prices, and that a
strong biosecurity and
quarantine system was
needed for imported-food
risks.

Personal tax cuts, higher
pensions and other poli-
cies had eased cost pres-
sures.

The Victorian Government
reduced stamp duty for
first home buyers by 20
per cent in July. The cuts
will steadily increase over
the next three years.

The CIS researchers ex-
amined price data for ba-
nanas, books, cars, real
estate and some retail
goods.

They found houses that
once cost three times
the median household in-
come were now up to nine
times that in some capital
cities.

Retail rip-offs driven by
high rents, outlandish
CBD carparking rates
and restrictive planning
and zoning regulations
pushed shoppers to for-
eign websites, they said.
Outdated copyright laws
meant local stores regu-
larly charged double or
triple for books.

The report estimated car
prices would fall by up
to 50 per cent if import
duties, the luxury car tax
and bans on used vehicle
imports were abolished.

Kevin Rudd backers mobilise over Kim Carr demotion

Labor Minister Kim Karr

SUPPORTERS of Kevin
Rudd are preparing to
capitalise on the fallout
from Julia Gillard’s cabi-
net reshuffle after the de-
motion of Victorian Left

factional warhorse Kim
Carr sparked uproar in
the Prime Minister’s home
branch.

Factional leaders were On
tuesday assessing the im-
pact of the decision to de-
mote Senator Carr, who is
a longstanding numbers
man and policy architect
in the Socialist Left.

But the damage to the
Prime Minister over the

move is not restricted to
the Left, with key Right
faction members also an-
gry at what one described
as the “complete betrayal”
of Senator Carr. The for-
mer Gillard supporter now
seen as sympathetic to Mr
Rudd, was demoted from
cabinet from the Innova-
tion, Industry, Science and
Research portfolios to the
outer ministries of Manu-
facturing and Defence Ma-
teriel.

“Gillard’s unpopped the
cork,” a senior Labor in-
sider said of the dumping
of Senator Carr.

Senator wants Liberal vote on gay marriage

LIBERAL senator Si-
mon Birmingham will
ask his party room to
approve a conscience
vote on same-sex mar-
riage.

The move is not sup-
ported by his leader
Tony Abbott nor shad-
ow cabinet which con-
firmed coalition oppo-
sition this week to any
changes to the Mar-

riage Act.
Mr Abbott has argued
the coalition went

to the 2010 election
promising to maintain
the position that mar-
riage should be limited
to a union between a
man and a woman.

But Senator Birming-
ham, a supporter of
gay marriage, wants
the Liberal Party to
uphold its tradition of
giving a conscience

vote if Labor does the
same.

Labor resolved at its
national party confer-
ence a fortnight ago
to grant its MPs a con-
science vote on the is-
sue.

“l think it’s important
that the Liberal Party
honours its histori-
cal tradition of always
granting its members
greater freedom than
does the Labor Par-
ty,” Senator Birming-
ham told Sky News on
wednesday.

“Ill certainly take my
viewpoint to the party
room.”

As a shadow parlia-
mentary secretary he
said it would be ex-
pected he abide by
any decision the party
room makes about
MPs voting as a bloc.

As Mr Rudd On tuesday
declared Senator Carr
had been “a very good
minister”, the Australian
Industry Group put itself
at odds with unions by
criticising the fact that
manufacturing was no
longer represented by a
cabinet-level minister. The
developments came as Ms
Gillard declared she had
appointed “the best team”
to meet current national
circumstances and denied
claims that Peter Garrett
and Robert McClelland
had told her they would
resign from parliament
and spark byelections if
she demoted them from
cabinet.

On Monday, Ms Gillard
ended days of speculation
by announcing a ministe-
rial reshuffle in which she
promoted factional play-
ers Bill Shorten and Mark
Arbib and former union
leader Greg Combet to
more senior positions and
expanded her cabinet from
20 members to 22.

On tuesday, key Rudd sup-
porters said Ms Gillard had
angered the Labor caucus
because she had appeared
weak by promoting sup-
porters without having the
courage to demote poor
performers.

They said the reshuffle
could drive MPs to sup-
port Mr Rudd if there was
a leadership contest next
year. “In every reshuffle
you have winners and los-
ers, but the test is whether
the reason changes have
been made is easily iden-
tifiable, even to those who
are unhappy,” said one
MP, who asked not to be
named.

A key Carr supporter said:
“She has created distinct
divisions in her own cau-
cus. She now has drawn a
line and said who is on my
side and who isn’t.”

The fallout over the Carr
demotion is complicated
in Victoria because of his
leadership in the so-called
“Stability Alliance” deal
between the Socialist Left

and part of the Right.
Senator Carr is in talks
with Mr Shorten and Ste-
phen Conroy to extend
the deal, which shuts out
a significant slice of the
Right faction but delivers
preselection “certainty”
for Ms Gillard and state
Labor leader Daniel An-
drews.

“She f . . ks everything,”
a senior Socialist Left
source said.

Sources suggested Ms Gil-
lard might be strategically
shifting her allegiances to
NSW, following in the foot-
steps of Bob Hawke, in the
belief that she needs to
broaden her support base
in the face of a potential
challenge by Mr Rudd.

Ms Gillard’s office denied
consideration was given
to dumping Senator Carr
from the ministry altogeth-
er or that former Speaker
Harry Jenkins was consid-
ered for elevation to the
front bench.

Sources said a push to
promote Mr Jenkins was
scuttled amid concerns
Tony Abbott would cam-
paign on the issue.

They said Senator Conroy,
the Communications Min-
ister, had lobbied heavily
against demoting Sena-
tor Carr, who yesterday
released a pointed state-
ment.

“Whilst this change of
portfolio was not of my
choosing, it is a job | am
honoured to do,” he said.
“The recent reshuffle is not
a reflection of our efforts
or our achievements.”
Australian Industry Group
chief executive Heather
Ridout said she was con-
cerned that manufactur-
ing was not a cabinet-level
portfolio.

Australian Workers Union
national secretary Paul
Howes and his Austra-
lian Manufacturing Work-
ers Union counterpart
Dave Oliver defended the
changes, noting that Mr
Combet, the new Industry
and Innovation Minister,
was in cabinet.
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Justice Peter McClellan calls for
court review of jury process

"J'

Margins under pressure: Westpac

Jusy system overhaul ... Justice Peter McClellan Source: The

Daily Telegraph

JURIES should be dumped
from criminal trials as foren-
sic and medical evidence
gets more complicated and
reluctance to serve grows,
one of the state’s highest-
ranking judges believes.
Justice Peter McClellan,
who recently presided over
the murder conviction ap-
peals of both Jeffrey Gilham
and Gordon Wood, said: “If
there are difficulties for a
judge in resolving disputes
between experts, these will
be greater (for) lay people.”
During a speech at the Uni-
versity of NSW law faculty,
the judge suggested an al-
ternative to juries in crimi-
nal trials could be introduc-
ing one or two assessors to
sit alongside a judge, or the
use of a panel of judges, as
is currently the system at
appeal level.

“A trial with only a judge or
multiple judges will be far
less time consuming and
would result in significantly
reduced expense to the
state,” he said.

The proposal was met with
resistance within the legal
fraternity, including victims-
of-crime advocate Howard
Brown, who said the sys-
tem “of being judged by
your peers” should remain.
In his speech, Justice Mc-
Clellan said: “The chal-
lenge which | sense we will
confront (in coming years)
is whether we should con-
tinue to use lay juries in
criminal trials. Many crimi-
nal trials involve medical
issues or the sophisticated
expertise of forensic sci-
entists (and) increasingly
the prosecution of white
collar and financial crimes
involve accounting issues

and an understanding of
market transactions.

“The complexities can be
significant and the issues
perplexing even for experts
in the relevant field.”
Justice McClellan said one
of the greatest challenges
facing the jury system
was that many summoned
to serve will go to great
lengths to avoid it: “There
are blog sites and talkback
radio programs devoted
to advising people how to
avoid jury service.”

Some jurors in disgraced
investigator Mark Stand-
en’s five-month trial earlier
this year suffered financial
hardship after the case
dragged on for two months
longer than estimated.
They wrote to the judge ex-
pressing their dismay over
“the serious effects (being
placed) on our lives emo-
tionally, physically and fi-
nancially”.

Some of them had to cancel
holidays, work night shifts
or move out of their rental
homes as they struggled on
the daily salary - which for
trials that go past 10 days
is $102.50 a day for unem-
ployed jurors and $230.60 a
day for those with jobs.
“The length of the average
murder trial has at least
trebled in the last 40 years.
Trials are taking months,
not weeks,” Justice McClel-
lan said.”Resistance to giv-
ing up time for inadequate
remuneration is likely to
grow. There are various
ways in which the court
could be constituted.

“It may be that you would
sit a judge with two or more
full-time assessors or sit a
panel of judges.”

Gail Kelly s Photo: AFP

Westpac, Australia’s
third-largest lender, says
higher funding costs will
put pressure on margins
and it needed to balance
economic realities before
passing on central bank
interest rate cuts to cus-
tomers.

The crisis in Europe has
slowed growth, made cus-
tomers cautious and hurt
revenue in its markets
and treasury business,
chief executive Gail Kelly
said in a statement ahead
of the annual sharehold-
ers’ meeting.

“Higher funding costs are
a reality of this environ-
ment and are continuing
to place pressure on inter-
est margins,” Kelly said.
“We are mindful of the im-
pacts of interest rate de-
cision on customers but
these must be balanced
with what is economically
responsible.”

Westpac shares were re-
cently down 36 cents, or
1.7 per cent, to $20.24.
Westpac has passed on
the last two central bank
rate cuts in full to custom-
ers joining two other key
rivals.

Outgoing Westpac chair-
man Ted Evans, mean-
while, was resolute in his
view on rates at the meet-
ing.

“Interest rates will be set
in the market place,” he
said.

Mr Evans, a former Trea-
sury secretary, also sug-
gested the government

should stop jawboning
the sector especially as
turmoil remains in global
finance markets.
“Australian governments
must allow our institu-
tions of strengh - not least
the banking system - the
flexibility needed to adapt
to a changing world”.
The top four banks, which
raise $100 billion primari-
ly from Europe and United
States to bridge the gap
between loans and de-
posits, have said funding
costs are rising signalling
they may not continue
cutting rates at the same
pace as the central bank.
Australian politicians
have piled pressure on
lenders to pass on inter-
est rate cuts in full, but
banks argue the central
bank rate influences only
afifth of their funding cost
and as result they should
be free to decide rates.
National Australia Bank
and Australia and New
Zealand Banking Group

hold their shareholder
meetings later in the
week.

The annual general meet-
ings come as rising fund-
ing costs and slowing
loan demand threaten to
hurt profit growth at Aus-
tralia’s big banks.

The four big banks racked
up a record $25 billion in
combined profits this
year, in stark contrast to
their struggling European
and US rivals.

Interest rates are the
subject of passionate de-
bates in a country with
one of the highest levels
of home-ownership in
the world. More than one-
third of households have
mortgages.

Australians are avid Re-
serve Bank of Australia
watchers and have an opin-
ion on what the central
bank’s next move will be
and join politicians in com-
ing down heavily on banks
if they resist passing on
cuts.

Last week, the big banks
took two days to respond
to the central bank’s rate
cut drawing flak from poli-
ticians, local media and

customers with almost all
drawing reference to the
banks’ record profits.

ANZ, while passing on the
rate cut, also distanced it-
self from the central bank
action saying it will review

rates on the second Friday
of every month compared
with the central bank rate
review on the first Tues-
day.

Analysts expect other
banks to follow ANZ’s lead.

Australia Day Spectacular 2012

With Bankstown Coun-
cil preparing for its most
spectacular Australia Day
celebrations ever, Bank-
stown residents are in for
a major treat at Garrison
Point, Georges Hall on 26
January 2012.

“Council has an incred-
ible line up of musical
acts, entertainment for
the kids, food stalls and
an awesome fireworks
display scheduled,” May-
or of Bankstown Cir Khal
Asfour said.

“lI urge all residents to
come along and bring
their children. It will be a
thoroughly enjoyable day
for everyone and a great
opportunity for our com-
munity to get together.
“Australia Day is also a
timely opportunity for us
to celebrate the common
identity we share as Aus-
tralians and to reflect on
how lucky we are to live
in this country,” Mayor
Asfour said.

Iconic Aussie band, ‘The
Black Sorrows’, will be
headlining the free 5-hour
concert, along with some
of the nation’s latest sen-
sations including Austra-
lia’s Got Talent favourite

‘Timomatic’, Australian
Idol winner ‘Wes Carr’,
‘The Australian Blues
Brothers Show’, ‘Sabrina
Mitwali’, members of the
Bankstown Talent Ad-
vancement Program and
The Jitterbugs

There will be no end of fun
for the children with free
rides for all ages includ-
ing the Haunted House,
Giant Slide, Dodgem Cars
and the Sizzler.

A Kids Corner will also
be set up featuring face
painting, clowns, magic
shows and craft activi-
ties.

Mayor Asfour said that
the main attraction will be
the Australia Day Concert
from 4.00pm-9.00pm fol-
lowed by a 15 minute fire-
work spectacular.
“Council will be assisting
residents by running a
free shuttle bus from the
parking areas along Hen-
ry Lawson Drive”, Mayor
Asfour said.

For further information
contact Bankstown City
Council on 02 9707 9999,
email events@bank-
stown.nsw.gov.au or visit
www.bankstown.nsw.
gov.au
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The Wiki MP: Craig Thomson’s  Julia Gillard’s support leaks to Kevin Rudd
embarrassing cut-and-paste job
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Craig Thomson'’s latest scandal involves copied speeches

nd stolen Wikipedia articles. Picture: Kym Smith Source:

he Daily Telegraph

FEDERAL Labor MP Craig
Thomson has been caught
out plagiarising a report
after a $24,000, 42-day
overseas study trip.
Fairfax Media says Mr
Thomson passed off
speeches by overseas of-
ficials and outdated Wiki-
pedia articles as his own
work.

It said a compilation of
reports
tabled in parliament last
month also concealed Mr
Thomson’s failure to sub-
mit his report within the
30-day deadline.

It was eventually handed
in four months late.

The Labor MP spent at
least $23,899 of his over-
seas travel entitlement be-
tween March 26 and May
8 visiting Britain, Ireland,
France, Spain and the US.
Fairfax said more than 60
per cent of Mr Thomson’s
33-page report, including
most of its analysis and
commentary, had been
cut and pasted from inter-
net sources.

It said Mr Thomson’s anal-
ysis of US fiscal policy
was lifted from a speech
given by John Lipsky, first
deputy managing director
of the International Mon-
etary Fund.

overseas travel

His summing up of Euro-
pean Union financial re-
forms was taken from a
speech given by Europe-
an Commission member
Michael Barnier in Vilnius,
Lithuania on Septem-
ber 8, four months after
Mr Thomson returned to
Australia.

And much of his rundown
on economic conditions
in Ireland and Spain was
taken from outdated Wiki-
pedia articles, Fairfax
said.

It comes as just the latest
blotch on Mr Thomson’s
tattered copybook.

The embattled MP is still
under for
the alleged use of a union
credit card for prostitutes
and cash withdrawals.
The workplace watchdog
has been looking at the
allegations relating to Mr
Thomson’s time as the
Health Services Union
(HSU) national secretary
since April 2009, but a for-
mal investigation did not
start until March 2010.

It’'s been alleged that two
union credit cards in Mr
Thomson’s name were
used for escort services,
lavish dinners and the
withdrawal of more than
$100,000 from ATMs.

investigation

Julia Gillard joins winners and losers of her reshuffle for the ministerial swearing-in at Admi-
ralty House in Sydney yesterday. Picture: Renee Nowytarger Source: The Australian

AT least six Labor minis-
ters are understood to have
abandoned their allegiance
to Julia Gillard amid con-
tinuing caucus criticism of
the Prime Minister’s political
judgment.

While none of them is open-
ly advocating an immediate
leadership change, it is un-
derstood the ministers have
made clear to colleagues
that they would not support
Ms Gillard in the event of a
leadership spill.

The erosion of Ms Gillard’s
position follows this week’s
cabinet reshuffle and her
handling of Labor’s recent
national conference, at
which she snubbed prede-
cessor and possible lead-
ership rival Kevin Rudd by
glossing over his record as
prime minister in a speech
to the party faithful.

Despite the shift, Ms Gil-
lard’s remaining support-
ers were solidly behind the
Prime Minister yesterday,
applauding the reshuffle and
insisting it had positioned
Labor to take on the Coali-
tion in the lead-up to the
next election, due in 2013.
Ms Gillard yesterday main-
tained she had a good work-
ing relationship with Mr
Rudd. “Look, Kevin and | are
working well together and
that's the important thing
for the government and the
country,” she told veteran
broadcaster John Laws.
“We are doing something
serious. We are running a
government and we are run-
ning a nation and the impor-
tant things in all of that is
that people are working as
professionals in the nation’s
interests and Kevin Rudd

most certainly is.”

On Monday, Ms Gillard ex-
panded her cabinet from 20
to 22 members, promoting
right-wing faction leaders
Bill Shorten and Mark Arbib,
ditching industry minister
Kim Carr to the outer minis-
try and reducing the respon-
sibilities of Robert McClel-
land, Chris Evans and Peter
Garrett while allowing them
to remain in cabinet.

In the aftermath, Gillard op-
ponents said the reshuffle
highlighted the Prime Min-
ister’s lack of political judg-
ment in that she had ex-
posed her inability to sack
ministers for fear of resigna-
tions.

Yesterday, as the new min-
isters and those with new
portfolios were sworn in by
Governor-General Quentin
Bryce in Sydney, multiple
sources said Ms Gillard had
alienated supporters and
that the group of MPs criti-
cal of her performance had
expanded to take on minis-
ters including Immigration
Minister Chris Bowen and
Resources Minister Martin
Ferguson.

They also said Senator Carr,
Mr Garrett and Mr McClelland
were thought to have moved
out of the Gillard camp.
“People go to Christmas
thinking it’s only a matter
of time (before a leadership
battle),” one senior source
said.

“People are just shaking
their heads about it. Kim
(Carr) doesn’t need to en-
courage people to support
Kevin Rudd. She (Ms Gillard)
is doing it for him.”

Another senior source said
while the Prime Minister had

a good month in November
when she attended several
international meetings and
hosted Queen Elizabeth and
US President Barack Obama,
her performance in recent
weeks had been poor.

He criticised Ms Gillard’s
performance at this month’s
Labor Party conference, her
handling of the reshuffle and
the fact that one of her sup-
porters appeared to have
leaked to the media an in-
ternal Labor Party report
that was critical of Mr Rudd.
The source said there was
anger about the fact that
Ms Gillard had stripped Mr
McClelland of his role as
attorney-general, given that
he had publicly indicated
he had wanted to remain in
the role and had been sub-
jected to “the indignity” of
remaining in cabinet with
the low-profile portfolios of
Emergency Services, Hous-
ing and Homelessness.
Another source said Senator
Carr’s demotion had been
an act of treachery because
he had helped Ms Gillard win
the leadership in June last
year.

“She just used him up,” the
source said.

“If this is how she treats her
friends, you’d wonder how
she would treat an enemy.”
While antipathy towards Ms
Gillard would be expected
from ministers demoted in
Monday’s reshuffle, Mr Bow-
en and Mr Ferguson retained
their portfolios.

Mr Ferguson and Mr Garrett
publicly contradicted Ms Gil-
lard last week when calling
for the release of the leaked
Labor Party report into the
party’s performance in last

year’s election campaign.
And Mr Bowen was photo-
graphed several times with
Mr Rudd at Labor’s national
conference. There have also
been suggestions Mr Bo-
wen could expect to become
treasurer in a Rudd govern-
ment.

Gillard supporters rejected
the criticism of her judg-
ment yesterday, insisting the
Prime Minister had made the
right decisions to ensure that
Labor’s best communicators
-- Mr Combet, the new Indus-
try Minister, and new Work-
place Relations Minister Bill
Shorten -- were positioned to
advance Labor’s policy and
take on the opposition.
Home Affairs Minister Bren-
dan O’Connor, a long-term
Gillard supporter, said it was
understandable some minis-
ters would have been disap-
pointed with the reshuffle.
“This is determined by the
Prime Minister,” Mr O’Connor
told Melbourne Talk Radio.
“It's something that has to be
done from time to time and |
think it’s a very difficult thing
to do, to make decisions, to
make arrangements.

“But | think in the main
this has been a very good
change. It freshens up the
government and provides
a new lease of life to go
forward with some very
important policies into
the New Year.”

Another senior govern-
ment source said Ms Gil-
lard had improved the
government’s frontline.
“We need strong people
taking the fight up to Tony
Abbott,” the MP said.
“That's what we have
been missing. There is
plenty of scope to go af-
ter him and these are the
right people to be doing
it.

“Of course some minis-
ters would be telling you
they don’t support the
Prime Minister. They are
disappointed. That’s the
nature of these things.”
Also yesterday, Senator
Evans said he was not
disappointed that he had
lost the workplace rela-
tions role to Mr Shorten.
He added that he believed
his successor would do a
good job.
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