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Tel:

e Be reliable

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control
(Events)

e RSA certificate

dka IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must:

e Hold a first Aid certificate
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation

o Available 7 days/nights

Static positions
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
No recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: employment

ipssecurity.com.au
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MEDIA RELEASE

Thursday 8 December 2011
ROCKDALE CITY LAPS NEW TIME

A unanimous vote to go ahead with the communi-

ty consultation program of the Bexley Pool proj-

ect met with rapturous applause from a packed
gallery at last night’s Council meeting.

“A 21st Century 50m Olympic Pool, 25m lap pool,

state of the art gymnasium, spa, sauna, creche and

other associated leisure facilities will guarantee

that this family-friendly centre will be one of Na-

tional standing,” Councillor Shane O’Brien said.

The centre will also provide 214 car spaces on the
site for visitors.

“The community told us what they want in their
swimming centre. | am thrilled that we can start
down the path to bringing their ideas to reality.
This proposal for the Bexley Swimming Centre is
now open for discussion. Let us look at how we
can bring a greater benefit to our community and
the surrounding area,” Mayor Bill Saravinovski
said. The Bexley Pool upgrade will provide year
round access to swimming, leisure and fitness.

Energy efficiency principles will be incorporated

into the initial construction of the new centre.

Once built, there will be savings in power, pool
heating, cooling and lighting.

Council will discuss the proposal with the gen-
eral community. A wide range of information
campaigns, commencing Tuesday 13 December
through to 2 March will inform the community
of the plans and give everyone an opportunity to
comment. Plans and information are available
on Council’s website, Bexley Pool, Council’s
Customer Service Centre and all Rockdale City
branch libraries.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Vince Carrabs, Coordinator
City Media & Events

02 9562 1792
carrabs@rockdale.nsw.gov.au

Councillor
Bill Saravinovski
Mayor
bsaravinovski@rockdale.nsw.gov.au
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McDonald’s, Punchbowl
1171 Canterbury Rd

HALAL CERTIFIED

NOW

t(:" opeéen 24 hours
DRIVE-THRU ONLY

..................................................’.....

Buy One, Get One
FREE Big Mac’

Valid until 31/11/11 at McDonald’s, Punchbowl

PARENT/CARER MUST BE PRESENT FOR A CHILD UNDER 14 YEARS TO REDEEM THIS VOUCHER.
Hand in this voucher when ordering to receive offer. Limit of one voucher per person per day. Not to be used to
discount any other offer or a McValue Meal® purchase. Available after 10.30am.
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@ didg dlex IPS Security @ —_—
| " ATEM
Are you Ifedkupfwr[h yo;Jr current er_n[é)_loyft)arl'i Bt(oke?
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for - . .
change! IPS "’-h-’
At IPS Security V\rl16 value ou?bemployees and know that E]'eCtrlca]' ContraCtlng
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. * o ” ¥ LQ oy " ‘S
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . ) 9
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)ﬁ'.d" Py e &
excellence. Mb 5
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of uﬁ‘ ““‘ mn &G ﬂ
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be o ¢ P P
suitable to join our team you must: - Mh ’ gs ” ) ‘-u ‘ &l ' ’
e Hold afirst Aid certificate a‘.‘."? 4'.‘.'!“"" o o *»
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &‘ pﬁbb
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . ) LQS‘ “ ” LQAA.” . |
. - <y AA_‘
e Speak fluent English J'Aﬁ‘j 0> P o ;d N
e Have excellent presentation pr Mbﬁ" O UA‘S ‘A—')ﬁ M—l Ws-b-“
e Be reliable )la.wi.? :“aw‘ d.\fll.\).QS." c_||..\.|.).0_|.” L,ﬁ u_l_u.AL«.A_Alu
We have the following security positions available; : o, ol - U ¢
Cro?deor;%/rgl - ’L’“ d_us.u.\.“ LJ)L"Q'HS «_Ah.o]ls ‘_\Luu-u.ls.n.“ ).\Sl‘
Events Aud P o R . .
. RSAcericate Joald AlaSq dlolall B dkia .. dad g k>
¢ Available 7 days/nights - bt .“
Statc posions Ak Pl b delu 24/24 Jaw
We have full time, part time and casual positions .. & e . > ot -«
: available. .. 42994 & f> ("’I’ "\E’.l'“ l‘k‘.&" i JI'“""
Previous Applicants need not apply .
No recruitment companies Yoy
Victoria Licence Number: F;74—201—108 . Jead! @@ a8 Tel/Fax:=03 9391 0686
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300572627~ <laddl B s Mb: 04 1794 9650

_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961

www.totospizzahouse.com

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053
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HEAD OFFICE MELBODLURNE
2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062

[ oy W T LR T N A T T-T. % L L S PP A

ek (03] 9308 0880 - Fax {03) 5308 0500

BRISBANE: ADFLAIDE: PEF

1111 Beenleigh Rd & Georpe Strect &8 McDo
Acacia Ridge, B 4108 |Grees Fells, 5A 5107 | Welshpeo!
Tel: (07} 3344 7400 | Tek (08} E78T 6865 | Tel: (E) 5
Fax: (O7) 3344 7500 | Fax (08} £359 0044 | Fax (8) £

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.c

U AGE AB I

Sugde WogBpde Byl L L L
el swamd Jadd oISL
ol 19 (Lol
¢9)) (raiony ol 7 pio
Surud| s192 W1 (5819

bt 3gu> ¥ S¥ Lo ay)
1295339 Lgdla g

Jhau ¥ Ml e

sl - daglas _z1g) . Aoyl @S luulie
s 9 idles - A

4140 EA00 - Jlailllg paal 5 bies hods - dell ALY _ ugls et
13 gad B avkiad ) ! y2ut ! o & yhaald ko B g

HUME HWY L —c woms
SOMERTON Sl Aoy ple i pul g gl 3 (B Gprelais!




Page 26

Saturday 10 December 2011

the middle east

-.-”HEH LD"

YA Jodl eslS | b Casud

Y1 indua

Melbourne

WL

o ¥1 B33 (9513 gy Bty Byl

FREE PATRIOTIC MOVEMENT

Ol ey a Lt Lend LS8 Jsl&all A
pLYl cials b dsylaicg olijla sall liag
G Ul Jabng il 1 agayg . niully
Gy lowdi Glall Lalh Lasabiy &g
Lilas Gle b il 8yl &l jlagll ol oSifohl
G981 agsian Gl &y jganl Baseus dulai (0 21 Vg
Aliag )l Al o dlin HY dole nilS Lo
ol o 5581 Al Lilag aghll a0
295 gl ga Lllb jehally caj ualy iyl
Jelagall gl Ailgall wldyly Guglially HLall %
Juai¥l o p&aill (Jolasl) g SIV1 i
89 pall iy

clwliall 3 wisleSy Lgwap olohil Ll
colagl e dayli danal Sl

A8l alga I pLall Jaall Lal Lid

JBRYL g LS 8ually pad Il lgeis JSII
Py &l pgm JUAYI Gatily qleldl
ole daBll Flgall cuejgg Yguagill s 52
Lol

| )L{.L“ oo )Sa.u delS il ,49.1.“ 139 ,QL'AS
o onall ing Lilag lgand cpuilly 198 L pnall
G ¢l Jal Gle .8 Lially g Bl 0l o
et plilg ple JSg .. deald culiwlia

Jg.n:dl O 92| al™

@9 laymas ol A QoS Gall el
ichl dgally pLaidl §olag dwlwdl b all
dulgaa ¥l 83,01 padys (Sly daall draaaill
i8Sl el gl aall g olLAlN

150 duagall Lids pgaag Liageal sl Liag
Luagald (A9 juodilly zla¥l Lillu) ol pSl
Ghgll HLally el Vg 65, Vg 98, Y
Jlins aleall Jo¥l Ja Il g0 alla o 418 LS 5L
08

-kl &g,

0380 Ll cgadll GuSLSI alal glE L
Gl Gle il ijeead LYl ghil cgalgall
ghal ey 8 cohyg puaally guaall
o0 S alll gauly (pguny 8 Jilisd <l el
caaloall &8 (0 fgury Cageay (uALSIN polid
oba¥l ol e e Y LIl o il YA
ol 58 sals

JLins aleell ud)ll dlga ang dumliall 62219
alyls pe cadl o)Ll jgaasll &lS ge
paio Ltk geall Gl Laty lalatiul cigaall
fl8s ulul o o Gill bl £5abilly élugill
al il ol JlBy . .adagmag o)l aiaaly L
Oly pisldis jub (SS8a LA, (A Jabs )l

w’.dﬁ }ﬁ" @@ﬁ‘)hﬁ”@ﬁ

Gage b g8 Gl dalall ol @ally
64-'5'”

areall HLall (€ i) cilS &slall &l
)Ll )900alls L jo Lalomial ol laads alos
Jugdi Enaly Joan 13l Jeluaty oSia JSII JLEg
Al Gilbgll HLall gl liklg ddgall &Saall
oy ol o Ld dugaill posy abBgs e
b dogaill pas o Al Gilbgll LAl Bga ]
JS J8 Lok pea dugedll oY 90 90 )
dal 0 I hagy wilS Lo Lall A LS jm0g £
cloawgall jgu dalelg doluwll 6dg Lo Llaall
oo aliigatlly culaagill cughhe lago duc pll
Ol podl Lisg Ll duaillyg .dadgall cubiglell
oalill clals Enlig Zluyl dls e degSall Jiu
alaayl Gle dalylly cdgll ghdi  pacy
goiaall g0 (2 88l LIS 00 ol 98t (SIS
Ol g Jal o Jazz gl (Agall
calegingll caligSe cidi patiaall 1ag Jgls cllal
P Gnadallg & 85U AN 5501 6559 628 Ll
daly Luls cgpa Jlelily §riall Jga Jals
olan Gle Gihulall Guadll Jag gl
syl Al Gihgll LAl e IS Lis o ol
clhcl go i ..dnadall cuall elli pigl polasll

sl L ()10 Ayl duand y*
g

*Ogsabs Jlda¥I*

¥l Ll Baall yls Gaaly dunhy dole
55BN Jaall )5l B Al Gilagll )Ll pla
JlS g B0 Gl kil Glile clily ggiall
G el Hlgal d8ian (A aball aa I Hlas elldg
poilly o)Ll 3 )Ll (e 2 llig )lgd) Il dihais
& 8pddll polally dewlgll dfuaall cuas
L)}&a LYy slail gues oo lgil onall paile
LAl adl e g0l sgiall 625, LL 88 )Ll
il caling Jaall (2 )L sallg cple JSS
Jleely Jlo Jla,g daodely duelatialy dralaily
.aLlaidlg

dolS Allg 55leds pag)y sl Jaall callls ol
gl LAl e Land Giaa

daaly duwsi) ppedl Lk dasadl JLEaYl del)
QLAH I B e dalS Jaall camial ol
sl 1324 8)9 puaa Lil oS cullig y500alls a9
Bagagall dhll sgaglliy Al Gibgll HLall &a
Jis Gl dala i pS culldg sl8l1 Ly (A Lisg
Ly s 8,5 Lao¥S cngid g geall lagg sL8LIN 1ag
£ ‘&LQ;-LI

by Gle @l cly gl Sy @Yglh
Golisall Il Boagia dapds dull oYl
oAb Al clll Load elgiyl saeigll g luallg




Page 27 Saturday 10 December 2011

the niddle east

My

Yo Jodl 9eslS | ¢ sl YV indua

OJgke

Melbourne

03% 919 ok 3yl st 5N &l yd
Jea ¥l ikl ae gl
‘_aL.A;u;.ll Elgil paan = jewlg u.A.u‘ PEEN
N - “re) aBlia mgnae pal
diag alha -giliwn olha
dald cugadl glail giang
| JgpalsSll e LN
Bl Olid oo 2, gl Kl Sy
Slaw¥ ) Jadf pe dol dBLAY
33 - 37 High.St. Preston Vie 3072
Tell 0394844999 Fax: 0394844566

= MILAD HOMES

Bunldmg ‘& Construction

b 045 555555

,um‘ qpet wwgmmsm

- Renovatioh.: Extensions

e ‘Plans - orﬁsultlng F i

Registered Building ch#ntloner
Workmanship Guarantee—

AL BRI

S 7 LY fud
o3y
SUNRISE BAKE HOUSE
19 g a9 (pomay g il
PR
94841288 Jiai)
757 digh IS¢,
TJHORNBURY,
19C, 3071

Milad El-Halabi - cMmc, JP

» Appointed by the Victorian Government
Justice of the Peace Reg. No. 11838

» Appointed and authorised by
the Australian Government
Civil Marriage Celebrant Reg. No. A11175
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World News

Lebanese Cabinet approves,

Sleiman heads the session of Cabinet.

BEIRUT: Cabinet signed
off on a Iong-awaited
wage increase decree
Wednesday, hiking mini-
mum wage by LL100,000
toLL600,000, salaries un-
der LLA million by 30 per-
cent up to a LL200,000
increase, and salaries
above LL1 million by a
20 percent increase up to
LL275,000.

But the government sug-
gested that employees
who had received “con-
sensual” salary increases
from employers since
Jan. 1, 2010, may not be
eligible for the raise.

The Cabinet also agreed
to hike the yearly educa-
tion allowance to a maxi-
mum of LLA.5 million
from its current LLA mil-
lion level.

The decree was passed
after Prime Minister Najib
Mikati proposed an alter-
native to Labor Minister
Charbel Nahhas’ salary
package which apparent-
ly did not have sufficient
support

Only one of the sug-
gestions made by Nah-
has was adopted by the
Cabinet: It gave approval
to developing a “youth
support” program, a bid
to tackle the country’s
emigration problem by
helping recent graduates

find job opportunities in
Lebanon.

Nahhas had suggested
allocating LLA0 Dbillion
to the program, but is as
yet unclear how much the
Cabinet intends to allo-
cate.

Most ministers favored
Mikati’s proposal with
only the seven Free Patri-
otic Movement ministers
voting against it. Industry
Minister Vrej Sabounjian
voted in favor.

The decision will be imple-
mented once the decree
is signed and published
in the Official Gazette, but
it would not have any ret-
roactive effect, sources
said.

This means employees
could benefit from the
raise by the beginning of
2012.

The transportation allow-
ance was unchanged by
the ministers, remaining
at the current LL8,000 per
working day which totals
to a monthly allowance of
LL176,000.

The General Labor Con-
federation = immediately
rejected the deal and
threatened to stage a
general strike. Head of the
GLC Ghassan Ghosn told
The Daily Star they reject
outright the decree which
“humiliated workers and

threatened their rights.”
“We will hold a meeting of
the GLC executive council
tomorrow [Thursday] and
we are headed toward an-
nouncing a return to gen-
eral strike,” he warned.

A mid-October wage in-
crease decree averted
what may have become
the country’s biggest ever
labor strike. It increased
by LL200,000 salaries
under LLA million and
by LL300,000 salaries
between LLA million and
LLA.8 million.

But the decree was later
rejected by the Shura
Council over the illegal-
ity of the ceiling which
excluded those who earn
above LLA.8 million from
the raise. This issue was
avoided at the decree is-
sued Wednesday which
gave a raise to all employ-
ees. The Shura Council’s
rejection had prompted
additional deliberations
within the framework of
the Price Index Commit-
tee in the hope of reach-
ing a settlement.

The Price Index Com-
mittee meetings failed to
reach a common under-
standing over the issue,
prompting Nahhas to
take his own suggestions
to Wednesday’s Cabinet
session.

GLC rejects hike

Nahhas’ bid stipulated a
171 percent increase on
salaries up to LLA million,
increasing salaries above
LLA million by LL170,000
— a figure reflecting a 17
percent increase on the
first salary bracket.

The rejected bid also in-
cluded a suggestion that
the government should
pay, on the behalf of em-
ployees and employers,
the National Social Se-
curity Fund sickness and
maternity fees, relieving
employees from paying
up to 9 percent of their
salaries.

The step, Nahhas says,
would have prepared the
way for the implementa-
tion of a publically fund-
ed universal health care
coverage for Lebanese
residents.

But Nahhas said his pro-
posals would be forward-
ed to the Socioeconomic
Council, headed by Mi-
kati, for further delibera-
tions.

A statement issued ear-
lier by Labor Ministry
said it would hike wages
to more than specified
in last October’s decree
rejected by the Shura
Council. It lashed out at
the GLC for its failure to
realize the importance of
extending health cover-
age.

“The General Labor Con-
federation, which repre-
sents 10 out of 26 board
members of the National
Social Security Fund, had
never worked toward ap-
plying article 12 [which
calls for the extension
of NSSF coverage to all
Lebanese].”

It said half of Lebanese
families were bearing
health-care costs and
were excluded from any
coverage including the
NSSF.

Arab League seeks Iraqi

mediation in Syria

DAMASCUS: The Arab League
sought Iraq’s help on Thursday
in persuading Syria to allow ob-
servers on its soil as part of ef-
forts to end unrest, as activists
called for a civil disobedience
campaign against the regime.

A defiant President Bashar al-
Assad meanwhile vowed that
Syria would “not change its
positions” in the face of any
pressure, a day after drawing a
stinging US rebuke for denying
he had ordered a deadly crack-
down on protesters.

On the ground, activists said
security forces killed 12 peo-
ple Thursday as they pushed
their months-long crackdown
against regime opponents in
the protest hubs of Homs and
Idlib.

Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar
Zebari told a joint news con-
ference in Baghdad with Arab
League chief Nabil al-Arabi that
Iraq would try to convince Syria
to accept an Arab peace deal
and the deployment of moni-
tors.

“We will exert efforts and dis-
cuss with the Syrian govern-
ment how to remove all the
obstacles facing this initiative,”
said Zebari.

Arabi added: “The ball is in the
Syrian court.”

Iraq has close trade ties with
Syria and has refused to en-
force the sweeping sanctions
against Damascus approved
by the Arab League on Novem-
ber 27 over the Syrian govern-
ment’s deadly crackdown on
protests.

The Arab League wants Syria
to allow a group of observers in
the country to monitor the situ-
ation on the ground.

Burhan Ghalioun, who heads
the opposition Syrian National
Council (SNC) said Assad’s
conditional acceptance of ob-
servers does not amount to
meaningful progress, in an in-
terview published Thursday in
Brazil’s Estado de Sao Paulo
daily.

“The president (Assad) is
viewed as as a murderer by the
majority of the Syrian people
and any negotiation for a demo-
cratic transition requires Assad
relinquishing power” Ghalioun
said.

At the United Nations on Thurs-
day, Britain, France and Germa-
ny said the UN’s human rights
chief Navi Pillay should brief

the Security Council on the As-
sad regime’s relentless assault
on protesters, diplomats said.
The UN says at least 4,000 peo-
ple -- mostly civilians -- have
been Killed in the crackdown
since  anti-regime  protests
erupted in mid-March.

Last month the Arab bloc sus-
pended Syria’s membership
and hit the Damascus regime
with crippling trade and diplo-
matic sanctions, warning of fur-
ther measures unless it signs a
protocol allowing in an observ-
er mission.

Syrian Foreign Minister Walid
Muallem said the monitors
would be allowed to enter the
country under certain condi-
tions, according to the text of a
letter to Arabi published by Syr-
ian newspapers.

If Syria observers into the coun-
try all the Arab bloc’s sanctions
would become “null and void”,
the letter said.

Assad said he would not be
swayed by pressure, the official
SANA news agency reported on
Thursday.

“Syria is strong, thanks to
its people and the support of
friends,” he told a delegation
of Lebanese Druze clerics in
Damascus.

An Arab League ministerial
team is due to meet on Satur-
day in Qatar to discuss the next
move, according to an Arab
diplomat.

Assad said in an interview
with ABC News broadcast on
Wednesday that no govern-
ment would Kill its people “un-
less it’s led by a crazy person”
and said he did not “own” the
security forces carrying out the
violence.

His remarks -- coming after a
bloody weekend which saw
more than 100 people repori-
edly killed across Syria -- fu-
elled a stinging rebuke from
Washington.

“It either says that he’s com-
pletely lost any power that
he had within Syria, that he’s
simply a tool or that he’s com-
pletely disconnected with real-
ity,” said US State Department
spokesman Mark Toner.

In Thursday’s violence, Syr-
ian forces killed 10 civilians
in the central city of Homs and
two others in the northwestern
province of Idlib, the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
reported.
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Assad says only

B

BEIRUT: Syrian President
Bashar Assad has denied
ordering his troops to Kill
peaceful demonstrators,
telling the U.S. television
channel ABC that only a
“crazy” leader kills his
own people.

Assad is under mount-
ing international pres-
sure, including a threat of
sanctions from the Arab
League, over a crack-
down on nationwide anti-
government protests in
which the United Nations
says more than 4,000
people have been killed.
“We don’t kill our people
.. No government in the
world kills its people, un-
less it’'s led by a crazy
person,” ABC’s website
Wednesday quoted As-
sad as saying in a record-
ed interview.

“Most of the people that
have been Kkilled are sup-
porters of the govern-
ment, not the vice versa,”
Assad said.

Syrian  activists  say
around a quarter of the
more than 4,500 deaths
they have recorded in nine
months of protest have
been among the security
forces. Most foreign me-
dia have been excluded
from Syria, making it hard
to verify events indepen-
dently.

The Arab League has
threatened to impose
sanctions on Syria un-
less armed forces are
verifiably withdrawn from
towns and cities and a po-

Syrian President Bashar Assad. (Archive PhotolThe Daily Star)

7,

litical dialogue is opened
with opposition represen-
tatives. Major Western
powers as well as neigh-
bors Turkey and Jordan
are calling on Assad to
step down.

U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton said on
Tuesday that Washington
and its NATO allies want-
ed Assad to make way for
a government ready to
establish the rule of law
and protect “the rights of
all citizens, regardless of
sect or ethnicity or gen-
der”.

Peaceful protests against
Assad, inspired by the
Arab Spring in Tunisia
and Egypt, were met with
massive force as soon as
they began in March. Now
Syria is creeping closer
to civil war as armed op-
position groups organise
and move into some city
districts.

Assad conceded that
some members of his
armed forces had gone
too far, but said they had
been punished.

“Every ‘brute reaction’
was by an individual, not
an institution, that’s what
you have to know,” he told
ABC'’s Barbara Walters.
“There is a difference be-
tween having a policy to
crack down and between
having some mistakes
committed by some of-
ficials,” he said. “There
was no command to Kill
or be brutal.”

Asked if he regretted the

“crazy

violence that has beset
his country, he said he
had done his best to “pro-
tect the people”.

Assad repeated that he
was introducing reforms

and elections, but said
the changes could not be
rushed:

“We never said we are
a democratic country ..
we are moving forward
in reforms, especially in
the last nine months ... It
takes a long time, it takes
a lot of maturity to be a
full-fledged democracy.”
He said the mounting in-
ternational effort to im-
pose sanctions on Syria
would have little effect.
“We’ve been under sanc-
tions for the last 30, 35
years. It’s not something
new,” Assad said.

“We’re not isolated. You
have people coming and
going, you have trade,
you have everything.”
US. State Department
spokesman Mark Toner
was quoted in US. me-
dia as saying it was “lu-
dicrous” that Assad was
“attempting to hide be-
hind a sort of shell game
and claim he does not
exercise authority in his
own country”.

Russia and Algeria both
called for the Arab League
peace plan, which Syria
says it is considering, to
be given time.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov noted that
months of effort to secure
agreement on a regional

” leaders Kkill own people

plan had now finally start-
ed a handover of power in
Yemen.

“The same kind of pa-
tience, the same kind of
responsibility need to be
exercised in relation to
the realization of the plan
of the Arab League in
Syria,” he told reporters
after attending a meeting
in Lithuania of the Orga-
nization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE).

Algerian Foreign Minister
Mourad Medelci told law-
makers in Paris that Syria
was in a “pre-civil war
situation”.

“Today we are in a situa-
tion where we are putting
pressure on the Syrian
government and, on the
other hand, talking to the
opposition to create the
conditions for dialogue,”
he said.

“Outside of this dialogue,
this transition will not
happen. We must give the
maximum chance to this
Arab initiative.”

Syria’s state news agen-
cy SANA said an “armed
terrorist group” had shot
dead an army pilot on
Tuesday in front of his
home in the city of Homs,
scene of some of the
worst violence.

On Tuesday, SANA had
reported that Syrian bor-
der guards had blocked
an attempt by about 35
“armed terrorists” to en-
ter from Turkey.

It said some of those
who came over the bor-
der were wounded and
escaped back to Turkey
where they were picked
up in Turkish military ve-
hicles, SANA said.
Relations between Syria
and Turkey have disin-
tegrated since Syria be-
gan using force to sup-
press the revolt. Turkey
has said a buffer zone
may be required on its
900-kilometers  border
with Syria if the violence
causes a mass exodus of
Syrians.

Ghalioun warns Iran,
says Hezbollah let down
Syrian opposition

Leader of the opposition Syrian National Council Burhan

Ghalioun attends a press conference in Sofia on December
2, 2011. (AFP PHOTO | DIMITAR DILKOFF)

BEIRUT: The Ileader
of the Syrian National
Council has warned
Iran against protecting
President Bashar Assad
and accused Lebanon’s
Hezbollah of letting
down the Syrian oppo-
sition.

Iran is “participating in
suppressing the Syrian
people” by backing As-
sad, Burhan Ghalioun
told CNN in an interview
Tuesday.

The Assad family, which
has ruled over Syria for
four decades, has been
a longtime ally of the Is-
lamic Republic.
Ghalioun, who was
elected chairman of the
SNC in late August, also
warned that the crack-
down could lead to in-
ternational military in-
tervention.

“I hope that the Iranians
realize the importance
of not compromising
the Syrian-Iranian rela-
tionship by defending a
regime whose own peo-
ple clearly reject it and
has become a regime of
torture to its own peo-
ple,” Ghalioun told the
U.S. broadcaster.

He said Iran needed to
understand “that this is
the last chance to avoid
an unwanted fate to the
Syrian-Iranian relation-
ship.”

Turning to Hezbollah,
Iran’s primary ally in
Lebanon, Ghalioun said
the Syrian opposition
had been let down by
the resistance group.
“The Syrian people
stood completely by
Hezbollah once. But to-
day, they are surprised
that Hezbollah did not
return the favor and
support the Syrian peo-
ple’s struggle for free-
dom,” he said.

Last week the Wall
Street Journal pub-
lished an interview with
Ghalioun in which he
said “our relations with
Iran will be revisited as
[will those of] any of the
countries in the region,
based on the exchange
of economic and diplo-
matic interests, in the
context of improving
stability in the region
and not that of a special
relationship. There will
be no special relation-
ship with Iran.”
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Nasrallah after speaking in Dahiyeh.

BEIRUT: Former Prime
Minister Saad Hariri said
Wednesday that he “open-
ly and proudly” supports
the uprising of the Syr-
ian people, one day after
Hezbollah leader Sayyed
Hasan Nasrallah repeated
his support for the Syrian
regime.

“If Hezbollah openly sup-
ports the Syrian regime,
we openly and proudly
support the Syrian revolu-
tion and the Syrian peo-
ple,” Hariri told his Twitter
followers.

Meanwhile, lawmak-
ers from Hariri’s Future
bloc said that Nasrallah’s
speech and rare public
appearance were aimed
at boosting the dwindling
morale of his supporters
since his regional allies
“are falling” and after the
funding of the Special Tri-
bunal for Lebanon, which
the party had strongly op-
posed.

“He felt that there was a
need to boost the morale
of his supporters after a
Cabinet, which his party
dominates, had financed
the tribunal,” Minieh MP
Ahmad Fatfat told Future
News.

“What’s more important
in Nasrallah’s speech was
the [part] on Arab affairs,”
Fatfat said. “He will clearly
fight by the side of Presi-
dent Bashar Assad and his
regime and he accuses the
[Syrian] opposition of trea-
son, which is clear interfer-
ence in Syrian affairs.”
Following a rare and short
public appearance Tues-
day, Nasrallah said that his
group was continuing to
arm itself and would stand
by Assad who is facing a
popular uprising nearing

its ninth month.

“Our forces have increased
and so have our arms day
after day,” Nasrallah said
in a video link on the occa-
sion of Ashura, one of the
holiest occasions in Shi-
ite Islam which marks the
martyrdom of Imam Hus-
sein, the grandson of the
Prophet Mohammad.

“This resistance and its
weapons will continue to
exist and your conspira-
cies as well as your psy-
chological, political and
intelligence wars will not
destroy us,” Nasrallah told
crowds at a packed sta-
dium in the southern sub-
urbs of Beirut.

Thousands of men dressed
in black applauded as Nas-
rallah yelled: “The resis-
tance in Lebanon, with its
weapons and mujahideen,
God willing, will continue
to exist We will hold onto
our arms .. our weapons
do not rust. They are being
upgraded.”

Fatfat said that Nasrallah
had torpedoed dialogue
when he refused to dis-
cuss the party’s arms.
Beirut MP Serge Torsarkis-
sian, Fatfat’s colleague
in the Future bloc, com-
mented on Nasrallah’s
statement that Hezbollah’s
arms would not rust.

“We say that arms will rust
because when they are not
used domestically, what
will they be used for? To
launch a war against Israel,
this is unrealistic,” he told
al-Jadeed TV station.
During the appearance,
Nasrallah, speaking from
an open-air podium, told
the cheering crowd: ‘I
wanted to be with you for a
few minutes .. to renew our
pledge with [Imam] Hus-

sein who stood at this day
alone in the face of 30,000
individuals.”

Nasrallah said his public
appearance was a mes-
sage to those who believe
they can intimidate Hez-
bollah.

“We tell all those who bet
on scaring us or threaten-
ing us that we are the com-
panions of Imam Hussein,
who says he will never be
humiliated,” he said before
he was whisked out of Al-
Raya Stadium in the south-
ern suburb neighborhood
of Sfeir.

A good section of Nasral-
lah’s speech was devoted
to Syria, saying that while
he supported reforms, he
would “stand by a regime
that has stood by the resis-
tance for a long time.”
“There are some who don’t
want civil peace or stability
and want to destroy Syria.
There are some who want
to make up for their defeat
in Iraq and their inevitable
loss in any change in the
situation in Syria for the
benefit of Israel,” Nasrallah
told the packed stadium in
reference to the U.S.

“What some seek for in
Syria is not reforms .. but
an Arab regime which is
ready to rubber stamp any-
thing for the U.S. and Isra-
el,” he said.

He also slammed the Syr-
ian National Council, the
main anti-Assad opposi-
tion group, for seeking to
“destroy” Syria while mov-
ing closer to the U.S. and
Israel.

“The so-called Syrian Na-
tional Council, formed in
Istanbul, has a leader, a
university professor by
the name of Burhan Ghal-
ioun who said a few days
ago that he wants to cut
ties with Iran, Hezbollah
and Hamas if they [Syr-
ian opposition] were able
to change the regime and
take over power in Syria
. they are trying to pres-
ent their credentials to the
Americans and the Israe-
lis,” Nasrallah said.

Last week, the Wall Street
Journal published an in-
terview with Ghalioun in
which he said “Our rela-
tions with Iran will be revis-

ited as [will those of] any of
the countries in the region,
based on the exchange of
economic and diplomatic
interests, in the context of
improving stability in the
region and not that of a
special relationship. There
will be no special relation-
ship with Iran.”

He said breaking the ex-
ceptional relationship with
Iran after the fall of the Syr-
ian regime would change
its relationship with Hez-
bollah.

Speaking to a local ra-
dio station, West Bekaa
MP Amin Wehbe, from
the Future bloc, said that
Nasrallah was mobilizing
his supporters “which is
understandable in these
circumstances when he
feels that his allies are fall-
ing under the pressure of
people who are demanding
freedom, and particularly
in Syria.”

Wehbe said he was pained
that Nasrallah congratu-
lated the Libyans and
other Arab people for their
revolutions and victories
“but when speaking about
Syria, he behaved as if the
Syrian people do not have
the right to enjoy freedom.”
He said that Nasrallah had
overlooked the fact that
NATO had supported the
Libyans to oust late Libyan
leader Moammar Gadhafi.
On local matters, Nasral-
lah touched on the issue
of “false witnesses” in the
case of the assassination
of former Prime Minister
Rafik Hariri.

Nasrallah said the issue
had caused tensions in
ties between Lebanon and
Syria and called on the
government to address the
divisive topic.

“There is a need to resolve
the issue of ‘false witness-
es’ and that of the four of-
ficers who were jailed,”
Nasrallah said, referring
to the four generals who
were held without charge
for nearly four years before
the STL probing Hariri’s as-
sassination ordered their
release.

The Hezbollah leader also
reiterated his support to the
Free Patriotic Movement’s
demands to the Cabinet.

Ukraine’s prime minister
urges further economic

BEIRUT: The Ukrainian
Prime Minister Mykola
Azarov met Thursday with
Lebanon’s top officials in
a bid to strengthen eco-
nomic and trade relations
between the two coun-
tries.

Azarov met with President
Michel Sleiman on the sec-
ond day of his official visit
to Lebanon, and discussed
bilateral relations and the
necessity of reinforcing
and reviving economic co-
operation through encour-
aging investments.
According to a statement
released by Sleiman’s
press office, Azarov said
Lebanon’s relative stability
in the region encouraged
Ukraine to strengthen its
economic cooperation
with the country.

Sleiman, in return, thanked
Ukraine for its participa-
tion in the United Nations
Interim Forces in Lebanon,
which monitors Lebanon’s
border with Israel

Azarov also met with Prime
Minister Najib Mikati at
the Grand Serail and with
Parliament Speaker Nabih
Berri in Ain al-Tineh.

“We had good relations
this year between our
peoples and governments.
And the volume of trade

relations with Lebanon

between the countries
has exceeded $1 billion
in the first nine months of
this year,” Azarov told re-
porters after meeting with
Berri

Azarov also said that he
met with Lebanese busi-
nessmen Wednesday
night, along with repre-
sentatives of the govern-
ment. He said the meet-
ings touched upon issues
concerning  businesses
including adoption of a
no-visa policy between
the two countries and the
establishment of a free
trade zone.

He added that 2012 marks
20 years of diplomatic re-
lations between Ukraine
and Lebanon.

Following his meeting with
Lebanon’s prime minister,
Mikati said Lebanon can-
not be isolated from the
international community
and it was active and inter-
active with the internation-
al and Arab community.
“We have gone through
difficult times and we
have proven we are keen
on stability and this is the
government’s goal and we
will follow up on all issues
and God willing, Lebanon
will not be affected by re-
gional events.
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Safadi to U.S.: arming military

decreases Hezbollah’s role

Finance Minister Mohammad Safadi

BEIRUT: Finance Minister
Mohammad Safadi told U.S.
Congress that Hezbollah’s
role as an armed resis-
tance in defending Lebanon
would become moot if the
country’s army was fully
equipped and capable.
“The decline in the military
role of Hezbollah is corre-
lated with the ability of the
Lebanese Army to defend
Lebanon’s territory,” Safadi
told members of Congress
during an official visit to
Washington = Wednesday,
according to his press of-
fice.

“And this requires equip-
ping the army with appro-
priate weapons so it can
be the only guarantee for
security in the country,” he
added.

Safadi’s remarks came dur-
ing a meeting with members
of the House of Representa-
tives committee responsible
for discussing and allocat-
ing aid to countries.

In a meeting with U.S. Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary of
State for Near Eastern Af-
fairs Elizabeth Dibble, the
minster urged the US. to
support Lebanon politi-
cally, reiterating Lebanon’s
request for the U.S. to equip
the Lebanese Army with
“arms needed to preserve
stability and reinforce the
state’s authority through its
legitimate powers.”

“Our government does not
fall under orders of any
country and it is not true
that it is a Hezbollah cap-
tive,” Safadi told the con-
gressional committee, add-
ing that Hezbollah, which
the US. designates as a
terrorist organization, rep-
resented Lebanese in Par-

liament and Cabinet.

The US. has provided
around $100 million annu-
ally in military aid to Leba-
non since 2005, although
the funds were temporarily
put on hold last August.
U.S. Secretary of State Hi-
lary Clinton had promised
Prime Minister Najib Mikati
that the U.S. will continue
its assistance to the Leba-
nese Army.
Lebanese Army Commander
Gen. Jean Kahwagi traveled
to the U.S. in October on an
official visit to request the
continuation of the military
aid program to Lebanon.

“I realize that some recom-
mendations have suggested
lowering U.S. aid to security
and educational institutions
but | am confident that rep-
resentatives of the Ameri-
can people in Congress will
not do anything that would
hurt the interests of the
Lebanese people without
a reasonable right,” Safadi
said.

There was fear that the U.S.
would cut military aid to
Lebanon after Hezbollah
and its allies gained a ma-
jority in the government ear-
lier this year. However, Leb-
anese officials have been
urging the U.S. to continue
the funding and attempting
to assure the U.S. that Hez-
bollah does not control the
government.

“The current Lebanese gov-
ernment is a coalition gov-
ernment which enjoys rep-
resentation in Parliament
and has a reform and devel-
opment program and has
proven its ability to commit
to Lebanon’s international
obligations,” the finance
minister said.

U.S. will back Lebanese Army: Feltman

Feltman leaves the Grand Serail in Beirut.

BEIRUT: A senior U.S. of-
ficial praised Lebanon’s
decision to pay its share
to the U.N.-backed Special
Tribunal for Lebanon as “a
very positive sign” for the
international community,
saying Wednesday that
Washington would sup-
port the Lebanese Army to
secure its borders with its
neighbors.

Jeffrey Feltman, U.S. assis-
tant secretary of state for
Near Eastern affairs, also
voiced U.S. concerns that
the current turmoil in Syria
would lead to instability
in Lebanon or other coun-
tries.

Feltman spoke to report-
ers after holding talks with
Prime Minister Najib Mikati
at the Grand Serail. He ar-
rived in the country earlier
Wednesday and met with
senior officials to discuss
the political and security
situation in Lebanon, devel-
opments in Syria, and other
regional issues, according
to a statement released by
the U.S. Embassy.

During the meeting with Mi-
kati also attended by U.S.
Ambassador to Lebanon
Maura Connelly, Feltman
delivered a letter from U.S.
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton “welcoming Leba-
non’s action to fund the
Special Tribunal for Leba-
non.”

“He noted the importance
of Lebanon’s continued co-
operation with the tribunal
and of Lebanon upholding
its international obligations
under United Nations Se-

curity Council Resolutions
1559 and 1701,” the state-
ment said.

In her letter to Mikati dated
Dec. 5, Clinton welcomed
his announcement about
transferring $32 million to
the Special Tribunal for
Lebanon, “thus fulfilling
Lebanon’s funding obli-
gations to the tribunal for
2011.”

“I appreciate the steps you
have taken as prime minis-
ter to ensure that Lebanon
complies with key inter-
national commitments,”
she said. “Vigorous imple-
mentation of UN. Secu-
rity Council resolutions,
including Resolutions 1559
and 1701, and full and un-
equivocal cooperation with
the Special Tribunal for
Lebanon, are in Lebanon’s
interests and contribute to
regional stability.”

“The U.S. government re-
mains committed to an in-
dependent and sovereign
Lebanon, free of extremist
influences,” Clinton said.
“We will continue to sup-
port this objective, includ-
ing through our assistance
programs, in cooperation
with your office and other
Lebanese stakeholders.”
Feltman also renewed the
United States’ commit-
ment to a stable, sovereign
and independent Lebanon.
“Ambassador Feltman
underscored the U.S. Ad-
ministration’s support to
strengthening Lebanon
and Lebanon’s institutions,
including the Lebanese
Armed Forces, recognizing

its importance in serving
as Lebanon’s sole legiti-
mate defense force, secur-
ing Lebanon’s borders and
defending the sovereignty
and independence of the
state,” the embassy state-
ment added.

There have been reports
about the smuggling of
arms and sending fighters
from the Lebanese border
into Syria to help protest-
ers against the violent
crackdown launched by
Syrian security forces and
reported Syrian incursions
into Lebanon to chase Syr-
ian nationals.

Feltman discussed regional
developments with Mikati,
consulting with him on a
range of issues, including
the 8-month-old popular
uprising in Syria against
President Bashar Assad.
“Ambassador Feltman
shared the grave concerns
of the United States for the
people of Syria and our de-
sire to see the Syrian gov-
ernment end its brutality
against them immediately,”
the statement said. It added
that Feltman highlighted
“U.S. concerns that devel-
opments in Syria not con-
tribute to instability in Leb-
anon or in other countries
in the region.”

Given the sharp split be-
tween the rival Lebanese
factions on the situation in
Syria, there are fears that
the turmoil in Syria could
spill over into Lebanon.
While the Hezbollah-led
March 8 alliance supports
the Assad regime, the op-

position March 14 parties
have expressed solidarity
with Syrian pro-democracy
protesters demanding As-
sad’s ouster.

Speaking to reporters at
the Grand Serail, Feltman
described his meeting with
Mikati as “very good.”
Referring to Mikati’s deci-
sion last week to transfer
Lebanon’s $32 million
share to the STL’s bud-
get, Feltman said this de-
cision was “a very posi-
tive sign for all of us as
an international commu-
nity with regard to Leba-
non’s continuing and firm
respect of international
obligations.” He said Mi-
kati’s move was taken on
the basis of serving Leba-
non’s interest.

The row over the STL’s
funding had sharply split
the government and put
its fate into jeopardy after
Mikati threatened to resign
if the Cabinet failed to ap-
prove the payment of Leba-
non’s share to the tribunal.
Hezbollah and its March 8
allies reject the STL alto-
gether, let alone funding it.
Feltman said he had asked
to meet with President Mi-
chel Sleiman but political
sources said Sleiman re-
fused to meet him, in a tit-
for-tat move after U.S. offi-
cials declined to meet with
the president when he was
in Washington in Septem-
ber.

Feltman said he will meet
with Speaker Nabih Berri
and officials from the gov-
ernment and the March 14
coalition during his visit.
He met Wednesday with
former MP Nassib Lahoud,
head of the Democratic Re-
newal Movement.

Feltman, who served as
ambassador to Lebanon
from 2004-08, praised Arab
and international unanim-
ity on imposing sanctions
on Syria to force it to halt
its violent crackdown on
protesters.He also said
that Lebanon’s leadership
recognhizes Lebanon’s in-
terests regarding events in
neighboring Syria.
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Honouring our volunteers
Summer reading fun

Bankstown Mayor Clr Khal
Asfour paid tribute to Bank-
stown’s Meals on Wheels
Volunteers at their Annual
Presentation, which coin-
cided with International Vol-
unteer Day on 5 December.
“In the past 45 years Meals
on Wheels volunteers have
delivered literally millions
of meals and warmed the
hearts of innumerable
residents by their generos-
ity and compassion”, Bank-
stown Mayor Khal Asfour
said.

“This year | had the plea-
sure of honouring 36 volun-
teers for their outstanding
dedication.

“One of the founding mem-
bers, Gwen Banner, has
been delivering meals since
1966. She is an exceptional
example of community spir-
it and an inspiration to us
all,” Mayor Asfour said.
Since its inception four and
a half decades ago, Bank-
stown Meals on Wheels has
grown into a service com-
prising176 volunteers who
deliver 97,000 meals each
year.

It also provides meals at
Bankstown Senior Citizens
Centre on weekdays for
aged residents who drop in
not only to enjoy the food,
but also the company of
their peers.

Mayor Asfour said that the
Meals on Wheels volunteer
contributions are becom-
ing increasingly valuable as
our nation tries to keep up
with the needs of an ageing
population.

Mayor Asfour also wished
to pay tribute to all of Bank-
stown’s volunteers for their
contributions.
“International Volunteer
Day is about honouring all

those who give freely of
themselves to our commu-
nity. To each and every one
of you out there | extend
my heartfelt appreciation,”
Mayor Asfour said.

On the other hand Bank-
stown Mayor Cir Khal As-
four is urging all children in
Bankstown to get involved
with the 2012 Summer
Reading Club program.
“The holiday period is a
great opportunity for our
children to spend time
reading their favourite
books and discovering new
ones,” Mayor of Bankstown
Clr Khal Asfour said.
“Reading not only provides
our kids with a fun, imagi-
native escape but also
teaches them one of life’s
most invaluable skills.

“For every five books read,
participants will receive a
token of achievement and
a chance to win some great
prizes,” Mayor Asfour said.
Registration for the pro-
gram began on 14 Novem-
ber 2011 and will continue
throughout the summer
holiday period at Bank-
stown, Chester Hill, Pa-
nania, Greenacre and Pad-
stow libraries.

Mayor Asfour said that
members who returned
their Reading Record by
Sunday 22 January 2012
(4.00pm) will be invited to
attend The Summer Read-
ing Club Presentation Night
on Thursday 9 February
2011 at 6pm.

The event, to be held at
Bankstown Sports Club,
will coincide with the 2012
theme “A  Midsummer
Knight's Read” with chil-
dren encouraged to come
dressed in magical and fan-
tasy costumes.

Jason Clare opens new
Language Centre at
Chester Hill High School

Jason Clare MP with Chester Hill High School captains at the

official openning

Federal Member for
Blaxland, Jason Clare
MP, visited Chester
Hill High School last
week to officially open
its new Language
Centre which was con-
structed as part of

the Australian Govern-
ment’s Building the
Education Revolution
(BER).

Mr Clare was joined
at the opening by the
School’s Principal Bri-
an Miller, Deputy
Principal Mechel Pik-
oulas, Languages Co-
ordinator Wendy Bel-
lamy along with the
Language staff and the
school’s newly elected

student leaders for
2012.
Chester Hill High

School received a to-
tal of $1,021,000 under
the Language Centres
for 21st Century Sec-
ondary Schools pro-
gram.

“This is a great new
teaching and learning
facility, which will be
used by the students
at Chester Hill High
School for many years
to come,” Mr Clare
said.

“It is great to see the
impact this Language
Centre is already hav-
ing on language
students, who con-

tinue to achieve great
results in the HSC,” Mr
Clare said.

Principal of Chester
Hill High School Mr
Brian Miller spoke
about the $5.5 million
in

additional federal
funding (from 2009 -
2013) through the BER
and National
partnerships program.
“This is once in a gen-
eration funding. In my
35 years experience in
public education

there has been noth-
ing like this generosity
of funding, Mr Miller
said.

“Chester hill High
School has always had
outstanding results in
Japanese, French

and ltalian over many
years. The language
laboratory will help en-
sure the school
maintains these re-
sults into the future,”
Mr Miller added.
Further information
about this project and
all schools funded un-
der the BER is
available at www.build-
ingtheeducationrevo-
lution.gov.au or at
www.economicstimu-
lusplan.gov.au.

Media contact: Chris
Zogopoulos 02 9790
2466

CARBON TAX HIT FOR COUN-
CILS AND COMMUNITIES

NSW Local

Govern-
ment Minister Don
Page says he under-
stands the concerns of
families who have on
tuesday learned that
their council rates will
increase as a result of
the Federal Govern-
ment’s carbon tax.

Mr Page said the deci-
sion by the Indepen-
dent Pricing and Regu-
latory Tribunal (IPART)
to allow NSW councils
to increase their rates
by 3.6% next year was
influenced in part by
the predicted effects
of the carbon tax on
councils.

“I believe it is signifi-
cant that 11 per cent
of the increase allowed
by IPART today is to
cover costs associated
with the carbon tax,” Mr
Page said.

“The effects of the Fed-
eral Government car-
bon tax have worked
their way down to our

suburbs, to our neigh-
bourhoods, and to our
councils.
“Thedecisionby IPART
to allow an increase in
council rates has been
made with consider-
ation to a predicted
rise in the costs asso-
ciated with delivery of
services to ratepayers,
and IPART acknowl-
edges that the carbon
tax is part of that.

“The fact is that the
carbon tax will impact
on family budgets -
and that now includes
the cost of council
rates for essential dai-
ly services in our com-
munities.

“l feel for ratepayers
who will see their rates
driven up by the car-
bon tax and | feel for
councils which say that
they will find it difficult
to meet the demands
of ratepayers unless
they adopt the rate in-
crease of 3.6% allowed
by IPART today.”

Mr Page also urged
councils to consider
whether there was a
need for a rate increase
in their area, to strong-
ly consider the effects
of a rate increase on
their ratepayers, and to
ensure that ratepayers’
money is spent appro-
priately.

Sydney’s coldest summer
start since 1960

SYDNEY has officially

recorded its coldest
start to summer in half
a century.

The maximum tem-
perature for the city
peaked at 22C today,
meaning there have
now been seven con-
secutive days below 23
degrees.

According to Dick
Whitaker, chief meteo-
rologist at the Weather
Channel, it has been

Sydney’s coolest first
week of December since
1960.

“The cool temperatures
are the result of persis-
tent southerly winds and
cloud cover,” Mr Whita-
ker said.

But the cold shap won>t
be here for long.

“There will be a slow rise
in temperatures towards
the weekend ... rising to
24 degrees Celsius on
Friday,” he said.
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Scrooge Aussie banks are sitting on rate cuts

THE Gillard Government
has stepped up pressure
on Australia’s big banks to
pass on the Reserve Bank’s
interest rate cut.

Treasurer Wayne Swan has
warned the nation’s major
banks they face the wrath
of their customers if they
don’t pass on the latest
official interest rate cut in
full.

Yet none of the big four
banks - ANZ Bank, Com-
monwealth Bank of Austra-
lia, National Australia Bank
or Westpac - has flagged
their response yet.

| think families and small
businesses will be really
angry with the banks if they
try to hold back on the rate
cut, particularly given how
massively profitable banks
are,” he told ABC Radio on
Wednesday.

A decision not to pass on
the cut could deny a house-
hold with a $300,000 mort-
gage a monthly saving of
up to $49.

Two smaller banks - Bank
of Queensland and ME
Bank - almost immediately
lowered their interest rates
in line with the RBA’s cut.
Australian National Retail-
ers Association CEO Margy
Osmond said an interest
rate cut was at the top of
her members’ Santa list.
Butlike everyoneelse, we’re
now hanging by our finger-
nails to see what will hap-
pen with the major banks,”
she told ABC Radio.

A quick and full cut in bank
interest rates would create
a more beneficial environ-
ment that could offset the
mindset of extraordinarily

cautious’” consumers.
Finance Minister Penny
Wong said she understood
banks were operating in a
tough global environment.
But the banks also have to
understand the tough en-
vironment that their cus-
tomers, families and small
business face,” she told
ABC Radio.

Australian Bankers’ As-
sociation chief executive
Steve Munchenburg told
the ABC the banks had sev-
eral things to weigh up.

On the one hand they know
that if they don’t pass on
the rate cuts in full it’s go-
ing to be very unpopular
with customers,” he said.
On the other hand the cost
of money has gone up.”
Opposition Leader Tony
Abbott said Mr Swan must
ensure the rate cut is
passed on, citing a history
of the banks ignoring the
treasurer.

Wayne Swan keeps telling
the banks that they should
pass interest rate cuts on in
full and pretty consistently
they thumb their nose at
him,” he told Macquarie
Radio.Unfortunately ... he
might be the world’s great-
est treasurer, but he doesn’t
seem to have a lot of au-
thority with local banks.”
Opposition treasury
spokesman Joe Hockey
said Mr Swan had warned
banks about interest rate
movements on more than
50 occasions.

Mr Swan can huff and puff
all he likes, but no one
takes him seriously,” Mr
Hockey told AAP.

Labor backbencher Ed Hu-

sic said the banks “have to
pass this cut on”.

“They can either sit on their
hands and earn the con-
demnation of the broader
community or they can get
on with the job of passing
this interest cut through,”
Mr Husic told Sky News.
The RBA yesterday dropped
its cash rate by 25 basis
points to 4.25 per cent.
While the Bank of Queen-
sland and ME Bank lowered
their rates in line with the
cut, the big banks are yet to
respond.

Retail chiefs said the fate
of their Christmas was now
largely in the hands of the
banks and whether they
handed over the full cut.

If passed along in full, the
cut would save the aver-
age mortgage holder with a
$300,000, 25-year mortgage
nearly $47 a month. From
the big four banks’ per-
spective, every basis point
they hold back is worth $60
million.

Myer boss Bernie Brookes
told The Daily Telegraph
passing the rate cut on to
families would significantly
bolster the retailer's sales
heading into the critical
Christmas trading period.
“This decision will be good
for retailers with consum-
ers no doubt appreciating
the relief,” he said.

David Jones chief execu-
tive Paul Zahra welcomed
the rate decision, suggest-
ing consumers needed to
feel some stability in their
lives.

“Over the past six months
we have experienced a
marked deterioration in
consumer sentiment and
this has been reflected in
our trading performance,”
Mr Zahra said.

RBA cuts interest rates by
0.25 per cent

“People need to feel that
some stability is being re-
stored and that their wealth
is not being eroded. While
an interest rate cut in isola-
tion will not completely re-
store consumer confidence
it does go some way in the
lead up to Christmas.”

The banks’ inaction came
despite predictions last
night that another global

financial downturn could
drive official rates down by
more than one percentage
point to below 3 per cent by
the middle of next year.
UBS interest rate strategist
Matthew Johnson said the
futures market was now
betting on 1.25 percentage
points of interest rate cuts
by the RBA by June 2012
- worth a whopping $235 a
month to the typical Syd-
ney mortgage-holder. That
would take the cash rate to
3 per cent by the middle of
the year.

Gillard supports rate cut
call

“It does seem a little ex-
treme but the futures mar-
ket is a better predictor than
most people,” Mr Johnson
said.

“All the experts said it
would be up higher a little
while ago (a few months
ago), and the market ig-
nored them.”

Former Reserve Bank board
member and owner of Pre-
mier Investments Solomon
Lew said the retail industry
desperately needed sup-
port amid tough economic
times.

“The retail industry is not
only our largest employer,
providing 1.2 million Aus-
tralians with jobs, but it is
also the engine for driving
economic activity across
the nation,” Mr Lew said.
“Cuts are needed to ben-
efit not only the consumer
but also the broader econ-
omy.”

BOQ took just six minutes
to announce it would pass
the rate cut on in full to
both home and business
borrowers, taking its stan-
dard variable rate home
loans by 25 basis points to
7.36 per cent.

Chief executive Stuart
Grimshaw said passing
on the full rate cut was the
right thing to do by custom-
ers.

“Pricing remains a balanc-
ing act of shareholder and
customer interests,” he
said.

“But with Christmas less
than three weeks away, we
know our customers will
appreciate the extra dollars
in their wallet.”

Former Labor minister lan Mac-
donald has been suspended from
the NSW Labor Party

lan Macdonald has been suspended from the NSW Labor

Party. Picture: John Grainger Source: The Daily Telegraph

DISGRACED former La-
bor minister lan Macdon-
ald has been suspended
from the NSW Labor Par-
ty.

The NSW Labor branch
said this afternoon that
Mr Macdonald’s member-
ship had been suspended
following a request by
NSW Labor leader John
Mr Robertson.

Mr Robertson wrote to
the NSW Labor general
secretary Sam Dastyari
on Tuesday, asking that
Mr Macdonald, who is be-
ing investigated by the
Independent Commis-
sion Against Corruption
(ICAC), be suspended
from the party in “light of
the alleged actions”.

Mr Macdonald’s member-
ship will be reconsidered
pending the conclusion
of the investigation by
ICAC, the branch said in
a statement.

The former minister is be-
ing investigated for set-
ting up meetings between
electricity bosses and
businessman Ron Med-
ich in return for a meeting
with a prostitute, paid for
by Medich who is on bail
after being charged with
murder.

ICAC is investigating al-
legations that property
tycoon Ron Medich ar-
ranged for Mr Macdonald
- then the energy minis-
ter - to spend time with a
prostitute as a reward for
setting up meetings with
executives from Country
Energy and Energy Aus-
tralia.

Mr Macdonald has admit-
ted to receiving a mas-
sage from the prostitute

at a Sydney hotel, but
denied having sexual re-
lations with her.

Mr Robertson last week
said he was “appalled”
by the allegations.

“There is no place for this
in politics,” he told ABC
Television at the time.

“l can tell you that there
is no place for anyone
behaving like that in the
Labor party under my
leadership.”

The granting of an ex-
ploration licence in the
Hunter Valley to mining
company NuCoal Re-
sources by Mr Macdonald
has also been referred to
ICAC by the parliament,
after a report raised ques-
tions about the tender
process.

Mr Macdonald an-
nounced the approval of
the Doyles Creek licence
in December 2008 after
inviting only the former
national secretary of the
Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union,
John Maitland, to tender.
Doyles Creek Mining Pty
Ltd was chaired by Mr
Maitland who also held
an 11 per cent share of
the company.

NuCoal bought Doyles
Creek Mining in February
2010.

Mr Macdonald resigned as
State Development Minis-
ter under Kristina Kene-
ally’s leadership in June
2010, following claims he
misused taxpayer funds
to help pay for a trip to
the Middle East.

He did not recontest his
seat of Campbelltown, in
Sydney’s southwest, at
the March election.




Page 38

Saturday 10 December 2011

the middie east

RN

Yo Jo¥l 5gals ) ¢ sl

YA dndua

News

ANZ and NAB the first
major banks to move on
interest rates

AFTER nearly two days
of waiting, ANZ and
NAB are the first of the
nation’s biggest banks
to finally respond to the
Reserve Bank - choos-
ing to pass on the re-
duction to customers.
National Australia Bank
this afternoon followed
ANZ by passing on the
full central bank rate
cut to home loan and
business borrowers.
The bank said that it
would reduce its stan-
dard variable home loan
rate by 0.25 percentage
points to 7.22 per cent,
making it the lowest
rate among the big four
banks.

“This has been a diffi-
cult decision, where we
have had to weigh the
concerns of our cus-
tomers and the commu-
nity with the rising cost
of funds,” Lisa Gray,
group executive NAB
Personal Banking, said.
“While we continue to
be concerned about un-
certainty in Europe and
the impact on increased
funding costs, our view
is that it is important to
put money back in the
hands of our customers
and assist with support-
ing the Australian econ-
omy this Christmas.”

In a statement released
this earlier afternoon,
ANZ said it would re-
duce its interest rates
for mortgages and
small business lending
by the full 0.25 percent-
age points.

ANZ CEO Australia,
Philip Chronican de-
scribed the bank’s de-
cision in the face of the
current economic and
banking crisis facing
Europe as “one of the
most difficult we have
made in recent times.”
“Retail banking mar-
gins have been con-

tracting as the cost of
funds has progressive-
ly risen over the last six
months,” Mr Chronican
said.

“Bank funding costs
are now largely unrelat-
ed to movements in the
Reserve Bank’s official
cash rate.”

In a bold move, the bank
also announced chang-
es in announcing future
pricing policy. Instead
of an immediate reac-
tion to decisions made
by the Reserve Bank,
ANZ said it would “an-
nounce future pricing
changes for retail and
small business variable
interest rates on the
second Friday of each
month.”

With a major bank re-
sponding, all eyes turn
to Commonwealth Bank
and Westpac to see
what their response will
be.

Treasurer Wayne Swan
says the ANZ Bank has
done the right thing by
its customers.

Mr Swan said ANZ cus-
tomers could breathe a
sigh of relief while the
heat was now on the
Commonwealth Bank
and Westpac to follow
suit.

“Australian families
and small businesses
are asking for nothing
more than a fair go, at
a time when bank prof-
its are huge and family
budgets are stretched,”
he said in a brief state-
ment.

Mr Swan added that new
government legislation
would assist consum-
ers.

“So if Westpac and CBA
don’t do the right thing,
we’ve made it much eas-
ier for their customers
to walk down the road
and get a better deal
elsewhere,” he said.

Jobless rate rises to 5.3pc

Australia>s unemployment rate unexpectedly rose in NovemberSource: AFP

AUSTRALIA’S unemploy-
ment rate rose to a high-
er-than-expected season-
ally adjusted 5.3 per cent
in November from 5.2 per
cent in October.

The number of employed
fell 6300, the Australian
Bureau of Statistics said
ON thursday.
Economists on average
had expected an unem-
ployment rate of 5.2 per
cent, with the number of
employed up 10,000.

The number of people in
full-time work fell 39,900
to 8.03 million in Novem-
ber, while the number of
people in part-time work
rose 33,600 to 3.43 mil-
lion.

The November partici-
pation rate was a lightly
weaker than expected
65.5 per cent, compared
with an unrevised 65.6
per cent in October.

The Australian dollar fell
on the report. At 11:32
AEDT today, the Austra-
lian dollar was trading at
$US1.0243, down from
$US1.0286 just before the
data was released.

“The numbers shows the
cyclical nature of the holi-
day season and justify the
recent Reserve Bank rate
cut decision,” said CMC
Markets sales trader Ben
Taylor.

The RBA this week cut
rates by 25 basis points
for the second consecu-
tive month to shield the
economy from the sour-
ing global outlook.
“Overall, the tick up of the
unemployment rate was a
slight ‘negative’ surprise,”

said UBS senior econo-
mist George Tharenou,
adding the jobless rate
would likely drift up to 5.5
per cent by mid-2012.

Mr Tharenou said while
the third quarter GDP
data released yesterday
showed solid growth,
slowing growth in China,
a European recession
and some easing of infla-
tion pressures would lead
the RBA to trim rates by a
further 25 basis points in

February.
AMP chief economist
Shane Oliver said the

figures showed the jobs
market was softening as
businesses shed jobs to
cope with a weaker than
expected economy.

“The economy outside
mining has been quite
week so companies have
had to start laying people
off to get their costs un-
der control,” he said.

Mr Oliver said the figures
meant it was likely the
RBA would cut interest
rates by up to 50 basis
points early next year.
Looking at specific re-
gions, Deutsche Bank
senior economist Phil
O’Donaghoe said there
seemed to be a growing
divide between the min-
ing and other states.

“We’re not surprised that
the strongest figures were
in Western Australia, and
we saw that in the GDP
figures as well,” he said.
“There seems to be a di-
chotomy at the moment
between WA and the rest
of Australia.”

STATE OF THE ART SCANNERS AT

BANKSTOWN HELPS SAVE LIVES

Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes MP, visited
on wednesday Bankstown
Hospital to inspect two new
state-of-the-art SPECT CT
scanners which includes an
all purpose camera as well as
a specialised cardiac camera
and one ultrasound machine.
“The multimillion dollar pur-
chase will result in enhanced
medical services being avail-
able for patients throughout
the East Hills — Bankstown
area.” Glenn Brookes said.
A/General Manager Carol
Farmer said the new tech-
nology, which has recently
been installed in the Nuclear
Medicine Department, has
dramatically improved diag-
nostic services at Bankstown
Hospital.

“Bankstown patients now
have access to some of the
best scanning technology on
offer, which will help save
lives and significantly im-
prove patient treatment,” Ms
Farmer said.

“These scanners revolu-
tionise the way Hospital staff
diagnose and treat a range of
diseases and help save time
for patients, which shortens
bed stays and improves hos-
pital efficiency,” she said.
Doctor Kien Lee, Head of
Nuclear Medicine at Bank-
stown Hospital said both new
SPECT CT cameras combine
two imaging modes (SPECT
and CT) to produce high
quality diagnostic images
and have numerous benefits
for patients.

“New imaging technology is
used which has a five-fold
increase in count sensitiv-
ity and superior energy and
spatial resolution. These im-
proved images provide clear
and concise functional imag-
es of the human body as well
as more accurate diagnosis

for patients,” Dr Lee said.
“One of the major benefits
of the new scanner is the
reduction in radiation dose
which enables the camera to
perform low dose CTs whilst
still producing quality im-
ages for better diagnosis. It
allows for a 40 to 50 per cent
radiation dose reduction in
patients which is particularly
important.

“Another major benefit is
the huge improvement in the
quality of cardiac images be-
ing produced. The scanner
has a dedicated camera for
scanning the heart which can
also dramatically reduce the
radiation dose — an important
issue when performing a car-
diac scan.

“Both cameras are more ef-
ficient in detecting radiation
hence imaging is quicker and
more comfortable for the pa-
tient,” he said.

Glenn Brookes said, “The
Nuclear Department has also
received a boost to its ultra-
sound services which have
been updated with a new
state-of-the-art  ultrasound
machine with better imaging
quality in all areas includ-
ing abdominal, vascular, ob-
stetric and musculoskeletal
studies.”

“There is less than ten Dis-
covery 570 SPECT CT Scan-
ners in the world and, signifi-
cantly, the scanner installed
at Bankstown Hospital is the
only one in Australia.”

“The purchase and instal-
lation of these two new CT
scanners will be of great
benefit to not just patients
within the East Hills — Bank-
stown area but for people
living within the broader
south western region.” Glenn
Brookes said.

Media: Geoffrey Grasso 0421
778 671
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