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JOHN'S DAY

OPEN
TILL
SPM

LOWEST PRIVATE PRESCRIPTION PRICES EVERYDAY

WINNERS

DAYS
&
NIGHTS

WINNER

333 GUILDFORD RD, GUILDFORD

TEL: 9632 6890
$10

AFTER $30
CASHBACK ON

UPGRADE
WINNER

[t Vo ire v Sy

Offer only available for patients on insulin. Offer can not be used in conjunction with any other
offer. Exc\{udes Optium Omega, Oﬁ)tium Xceed and FeeStyle Lite as trade-in. Customer’s old
meter must be traded in to qualify for this offer. One per customer. Cash back amount is limited
up to $50 and cannot exceed the purchase price of the meter.

*Diabetics with elevated ketone levels shou\dpseek medical advice. Ask you healthcare
professional how an Optium Xceed or FreeStyle Lite may assist you. Always read the label and
use only as directed. Information contained herein is for distribution outside of the USA only.

666 Doncaster Road Doncaster Victoria 3108 Australia  www.abbottdiabetescare.com.au
ABN 95 000 180 389 MSE110630114126

12382387-080911
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4aSy Wla TIPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we’re always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

L

IPS Hlas
@ Security

Qgeke

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of v .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be uﬁ‘u\ﬁw‘ ‘-"G
suitable to join our team you must: U
e Hold a first Aid certificate < and A'.?.d'd
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘:" ‘6—"?‘?
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s .
e Speak fluent English J'»Qﬁ‘j >
e Have excellent presentation %Y‘ Mbﬂ‘
e Bereliable S e e
We have the following security positions available; )hﬂ‘.} M‘ﬁ"
Crowd Control “  ele
(Events) Awd e
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions kksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions .o & e .
available. -] o
Previous Applicants need not apply 994 00
No recruitment companies Yoy
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S .. Jead! ‘“,9 a2
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jalad! P 9eag
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au I_
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1. There is a Governor in each
of the states

1) Yes, except in Queensland
and Western Australia

2) Each state has
Governors

3) Yes, it is correct

4) No, there is only one
Queen’s representative and
that is the Governor-General.

two

2. Local governments are
responsible for

1) street signs, rubbish
collection, building permits,
animal control

2) bridges,
employment, drains
3) animal control,
collection,  schools,
traffic control

4) road traffic control, air
safety, caravan parks, bridges

police,

rubbish
road

3. The Capital of Queensland
is

1) Brisbane

2) Melbourne

3) Adelaide

4) Perth

4. Anzac Day is named after
1) the Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps

2) the Australian and New

Zealand Army Corpse

3) the leader of the First Fleet,
Captain Anzac

4) the Australian and New
Zealand Army Corporation

5. Who signs all Bills passed
by the Australian Parliament,

thereby  granting  Royal
Assent?
1) Queen
2) King
3) Governor-General
4)  Prime Minister of
Australia
dngua Ol

Correct answers:

| Question1: 3
Il Question 2 : 1
I11 Question 3 : 1
IV Question 4 : 1
V Question 5 : 3
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McDonald’s, Punchbowl
1171 Canterbury Rd

HALAL CERTIFIED

NOW

t(:" opeéen 24 hours
DRIVE-THRU ONLY

..................................................’.....

Buy One, Get One
FREE Big Mac’

Valid until 31/11/11 at McDonald’s, Punchbowl

PARENT/CARER MUST BE PRESENT FOR A CHILD UNDER 14 YEARS TO REDEEM THIS VOUCHER.
Hand in this voucher when ordering to receive offer. Limit of one voucher per person per day. Not to be used to
discount any other offer or a McValue Meal® purchase. Available after 10.30am.
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@ didg dlex IPS Security @ —_—
| " ATEM
Are you Ifedkupfwr[h yo;Jr current er_n[é)_loyft)arl'i Bt(oke?
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for w . .
change! IPS "’-h-’
At IPS Security V\rl16 value ou?bemployees and know that E]'eCtrlca]' ContraCtlng
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. * o ” ¥ LQ oy " ‘S
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . ) 9
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)ﬁ'.d" Py e &
excellence. Mb 5
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of uﬁ‘ ““‘ mn &G ﬂ
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be o ¢ P P
suitable to join our team you must: - Mh ’ gs ” ) ‘-u ‘ &l ' ’
e Hold afirst Aid certificate a‘.‘."? 4'.‘.'!“"" o o *»
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &‘ pﬁbb
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . ) LQS‘ “ ” LQAA.” . |
. - <y AA_‘
e Speak fluent English J'Aﬁ‘j 0> P o ;d N
e Have excellent presentation pr Mbﬁ" O UA‘S ‘A—')ﬁ M—l Ws-b-“
e Be reliable )la.wi.? :“aw‘ d.\fll.\).QS." c_||..\.|.).0_|.” L,ﬁ u_l_u.AL«.A_Alu
We have the following security positions available; : o, ol - U ¢
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No recruitment companies Yoy
Victoria Licence Number: F;74—201—108 . Jead! @@ a8 Tel/Fax:=03 9391 0686
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300572627~ <laddl B s Mb: 04 1794 9650

_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961

www.totospizzahouse.com

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053
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T HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
| m 2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
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SYDNEY: BRISBANE: ADFLAIDE: PEF

195195 Newios Rd 1111 Beenleigh Rd & Georpe Strest &8 McDoy
Tel: (07} 3394 7400 Tek (08} E287 665 | Tel- (0K} =
Fax- (O07]) 3344 7500 | Fax (08) £359 0044 | Fax (08) £

ek (K2} 88T 950
Fan: (0] 9r29 4002

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.c
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558 EDWARDES LAKE PARK . RESERVOIR
o J#all LEAMINGTON STREET
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THE UNITED AUSTRALIAN LEBANESE MOVEMENT VICTORIA || oAkl
INVITES YOU AND YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL BBQ

THERE WILL BE RIDES FOR THE KIDS, MUSIC AND PLENTY OF FOOD
CELEBRATE LEBANESE CULTURE AND COME TOGETHER AS A

.LOCATION: EDWARDE’S LAKE PARK , LEAMINGTON STREET
RESERVIOR, TIME: 12,00 UNTIL 5PM
On the 4th of December 2011

FOOD IS FREE ,DRINKS AT A SMALL COST
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33 - 37 High.St. Preston Vie 3072
Tell 0394844999 Fax: 0394844566

= MILAD HOMES

Bunldmg ‘& Construction

b 045 555555

,um‘ qpet wwgmmsm

- Renovatioh.: Extensions

e ‘Plans - orﬁsultlng F i

Registered Building ch#ntloner
Workmanship Guarantee—

AL BRI

S 7 LY fud
o3y
SUNRISE BAKE HOUSE
19 g a9 (pomay g il
PR
94841288 Jiai)
757 digh IS¢,
TJHORNBURY,
19C, 3071

Milad El-Halabi - cMmc, JP

» Appointed by the Victorian Government
Justice of the Peace Reg. No. 11838

» Appointed and authorised by
the Australian Government
Civil Marriage Celebrant Reg. No. A11175

> Individual and personal ceremonies
Mob: 0457 555 555 for all occasions and cultures

Fax: (03) 9323 5855 C'ﬁ) el Y1 Gl 3] TS
Mamage Consultant
* Commitments = Funerals

Level 1, 419 Sydney Rd,
Coburg, Vic. 3058
Email: milademc@gmail.com
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LEBANESE PIZZA & PIES
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Directdbr

on-Fri: Tawm - 6pm
Sab-Sum: Teim - Spm

PH: 03 9351 1301 Mob: 0413 124 170
9/11-17 PEARCEDALE PARADE
BROADMEADOWS VIC 3047

\ «Opposite CentreLink»
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almaza Beer

One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon

- now In Australia

To stock in your restaurant
call Classica PL on
03 9383 5222
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Tel: 03 9384 6103
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STL funding: curtains without applause
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Mikati prepares to make his announcement

BEIRUT: Political leaders
and the international com-
munity expressed relief
at Lebanon’s payment of
its $32.6 million share of
the annual funding for the
Special Tribunal for Leba-
non Wednesday, which
averted the possible col-
lapse of the government.
Political sources told The
Daily Star that Prime Min-
ister Najib Mikati asked
the Central Bank for the
funds from the budget of
the Higher Relief Com-
mittee, which is under the
prime minister’s office.
The sources said Mikati
reached the deal without
any trade-offs with his
March 8 allies, includ-
ing no compromise over
the issue of “false wit-
nesses” who allegedly
misled investigators into
the 2005 assassination
of former Prime Minister
Rafik Hariri.

The surprise move came
hours before the Cabinet
was set to meet to discuss
the controversial funding
issue funding. The ses-
sion was postponed.
“This morning, | trans-
ferred Lebanon’s share of
the [budget for the] tribu-
nal,” Mikati said during a
news conference Wednes-
day afternoon.

“I cannot be a prime min-
ister for a government
that does not comply with
international resolutions,
therefore | transferred
Lebanon’s share of the tri-
bunal,” he said. Mikati had
threatened to resign if the
funding was not secured.
“This is a national deci-
sion to preserve Leba-

non,” he added.

The Future Movement de-
scribed the funding of the
STL as an acknowledge-
ment by Hezbollah and
the Cabinet of the legiti-
macy and importance of
the court. “This measure
is an acknowledgement
from all members of the
government, primar-
ily Hezbollah, of the im-
portance of the tribunal,
which we want in order
to guarantee stability,” a
statement released by the
party’s press office said.
The Future Movement
also said that Lebanese
are aware Hezbollah rec-
ognized the U.N.-backed
court despite its previ-
ous allegations against
the probe of being “politi-
cized” by the West.
“Lebanese cannot be
deceived and they know
very well today that Hez-
bollah recognized the le-
gitimacy of the court by
funding it without allow-
ing the resignation of the
government.”

It also called on Hezbol-
lah to fully coordinate
with STL and facilitate in
the arrest of the four Hez-
bollah members accused
of Hariri’s Killing.
“Hezbollah is also respon-
sible in this regard to fol-
low up on the court’s path
and hand over the four
accused in the Killing ...
to the Lebanese authori-
ties so that [Lebanon] can
fulfill its promise to the in-
ternational community.”
According to Al-Manar
Television, Hezbollah
leader Sayyed Hasan
Nasrallah will address the

STL issue and other mat-
ters Thursday.

In a statement released
after Mikati’s announce-
ment, U.S. Ambassador to
Lebanon Maura Connelly
“welcomed Prime Minis-
ter Mikati’s action to fund
Lebanon’s share of the
Special Tribunal for Leba-
non.”

She also “noted that Leb-
anon’s commitments to
the Tribunal extend be-
yond the issue of funding
alone and fulfilling these
commitments are impor-
tant indicators of the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
both Lebanon’s interests
and its international obli-
gations.”

In an immediate reaction,
the court, which is investi-
gating Hariri’s killing, said
via its Twitter feed that it
was “greatly encouraged
by the Lebanese PM’s
announcement that [the]
2011 contribution to the
STL has been transferred
to our account.”

“We look forward to re-
ceiving the money. When
we do we will confirm that
it has arrived,” it added.
The United Kingdom also
released a statement wel-
coming the step. “We
welcome Lebanese Prime
Minister Najib Mikati’s an-
nouncement this morning
that his government will
honor its international
commitments to pay its
share of the United Na-
tions Special Tribunal,”
the statement said. “The
United Kingdom remains
a strong supporter of the
Special Tribunal and of a
stable, independent and
peaceful Lebanon.”
Catherine Ashton, the EU
foreign policy chief, simi-
larly praised the move in
a statement. “| welcome
this positive step, in line
with previous commit-
ments by the Lebanese
authorities that Lebanon
would continue to respect
its international obliga-
tions. The Special Tribu-

nal plays an important
role in the fight against
impunity in Lebanon and
in the search for justice. |
encourage the Lebanese
authorities to continue
their cooperation with the
Tribunal.”

“The prime minister’s
decision should enable
Lebanon to preserve the
stability of its government
and advance towards
implementing its impor-
tant reform agenda,” she
added.

While the Future Move-
ment-led March 14 coali-
tion hailed the move as a
“victory to the principle of
funding,” it condemned
the way the funds were
delivered.

March 14 “deplores the
way funding has been
smuggled through,” the
coalition said, urging the
government to hand over
the four suspects. It also
blasted the way a “na-
tional, justice issue has
been made equivalent to

Lebanon paid STL dues: Mikati

BEIRUT: Prime Minister
Najib Mikati said Leba-
non paid its share of
the Special Tribunal for
Lebanon’s annual budget
Wednesday, amounting
to $36 million.

“This morning, | trans-
ferred Lebanon’s share
of the [budget for the]
tribunal,” Mikati said dur-
ing a news conference
Wednesday afternoon.
“Since I cannot be a prime
minister for a government
that does not comply with
international resolutions,
that’s why | transferred
Lebanon’s share of the
tribunal,” Mikati said.
“This is a national deci-
sion to preserve Leba-
non,” he added.

Sources told The Daily
Star the funds had come
from the budget of the
prime minister’s office
and were paid through the
Higher Relief Committee.

There was no immediate
response or reaction from
Hezbollah or its March 8
allies.

He also urged the re-
vival of national dialogue
among rival politicians
under the auspices of
President Michel Sleiman.
Mikati said the funding
decision should not be
considered as a victory
for one political team
against the other “but
rather a gain for the state
and all the Lebanese with-
out exceptions.

“The decision stemmed
from my desire to pro-
tect Lebanon ... as people,
army, and resistance, and
also from my belief in the
right to achieve justice,
as [we]should not over-
look an assassination of
a former prime minister.”
“This is a decision that
reflects Lebanon’s com-
mitment to international

resolution and reinforces
confidence in Lebanon,”
he said.

The Netherlands-based
court has indicted four
Hezbollah operatives in
connection with Hariri’s
murder but they have not
surrendered to the court.
Hezbollah chief Hassan
Nasrallah, who has de-
nounced the court as part
of a US-Israeli conspiracy,
has steadfastly pushed
with his allies for Leba-
non to cut all ties with the

tribunal.
Hezbollah toppled the
government of Saad

Hariri, the slain leader’s
son, in January after he
refused to stop coopera-
tion with the court.

The premier said last
week that he would rath-
er quit than be head of a
government that did not
honour its international
obligations.

a natural disaster.”

The Higher Relief Com-
mittee is responsibility
for paying compensation
for the victims of natural
disasters and other emer-
gency situations.

For its part, Walid Jumb-
latt’s Progressive Socialist
Party unreservedly hailed
Mikati’s measure as a vic-
tory for Lebanon. “This
is an important achieve-
ment for Lebanon and for
the [political] forces that
make up the government
... in light of this sensitive
regional moment,” PSP
spokesman Rami Rayyes
told The Daily Star.
Speaker Nabih Berri, a key
player in efforts to find a
way out of the STL fund-
ing crisis, said: “What
happened is in the inter-
est of the country.”

Both Mikati and Presi-
dent  Michel Sleiman
telephoned Berri, con-
gratulating him on the
agreement.

Speaking Wednesday af-
ternoon, Mikati also urged
rival politicians to return
to national dialogue un-
der the auspices of Slei-
man. The prime minister
said the funding decision
should not be considered
a victory for one political
team against the other
“but rather a gain for the
state and all the Lebanese
without exception.”

“The decision stemmed
from my desire to pro-
tect Lebanon ... as people,
army, and resistance, and
also from my belief in the
right to achieve justice,
as [we] should not over-
look an assassination of
a former prime minister.”
“This is a decision that re-
flects Lebanon’s commit-
ment to international res-
olutions and reinforces
confidence in Lebanon,”
he added.

The Netherlands-based
court has indicted four
Hezbollah operatives in
connection with Hariri’s
assassination, all of
whom remain at large.




Page 33

Saturday 3 December 2011

the middie east

N

YN Jodl 9eslS ¥ el

Y dodun

World News

Cabinet survival trumps objections to tribunal

-

Exterior view of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon building, near The Hague, Netherlands, Friday Nov. 11, 2011.

BEIRUT: The zero-hour
deal reached this week to
pay Lebanon’s share of
2011 funding for the Spe-
cial Tribunal for Lebanon
meant that Prime Minister
Najib Mikati did not have
to follow through with his
threat to resign and that
Lebanon is free — for the
time being — from interna-
tional sanctions.

But a Cabinet in which
Hezbollah calls most of the
shots supporting a court
that accuses its members
of assassinating Rafik
Hariri cannot come to pass
without the current restive
climate in Syria, accord-
ing to a senior political
source.

“With all the storms around
us in the region, especially
over Syria, it is vital that
we in Lebanon maintain
our immunity and stability.
This is best done by keep-
ing this government afloat
and functioning through
finding a way to fund the
STL,” the source said.
Given Syria’s increasing
isolation, it is important for
President Bashar Assad
to have allies in charge
of Lebanon. Beirut’s gov-
ernment has been one of
very few to disassociate
itself from or vote against
United Nations and Arab
League sanctions in Syria,
and Damascus is keen to
keep it that way.

Just as Syria needs a sta-
ble — and friendly — admin-
istration in Lebanon, so
too does the health of the
Lebanese government de-
pend on sustained Syrian
support Saving the cur-
rent Cabinet was _mutually

beneficial, even if what it
took to save it was per-
haps unpalatable for STL
detractors, according to
analysts.

“This government is based
on power balances that
were constructed in Janu-
ary. The future of the gov-
ernment and the balance
of power is dependent on
what happens in Syria,”
said Paul Salem, director
of the Carnegie Middle East
Center. “The fall of the re-
gime in Syria would make
Hezbollah more vulnerable
but we don’t see the effect
of that now. No one wants
Lebanon to be recalibrated
at the moment.”

With Syria’s influence still
looming large in Leba-
nese affairs, the next few
months are likely to test
this Cabinet’s resolve, as
Assad finds his tenure in-
creasingly difficult amid
sanctions and travel bans.
“Under normal circum-
stances, this Cabinet
would be able to work to-
gether fairly well, given
that it is based on a largely
majoritarian formula. The
situation in Syria, though,
seems most likely to test
this government’s cohe-
siveness,” said Elias Mu-
hanna, author of the Leba-
nese Political blog Qifa
Nabki.

The decision to fund the
tribunal demonstrated that
the currentgovernment val-
ues staying intact above a
principled stance. The STL
maintained that its opera-
tions would continue with
or without Lebanese fund-
ing, even if failure to abide

by U.N. Security Council
Resolution 171571 would
have placed Lebanon in
direct opposition to the in-
ternational community.
Although Hezbollah and
its allies in Amal Move-
ment and the Free Patriotic
Movement had voiced their
opposition to paying for a
court they claim is a con-
spiracy, bringing down the
government would have
been too high a price to
pay, analysts said.

Salem and Muhanna sug-
gested that a tacit deal
to fund the tribunal may
have been in place for
some time; the delay could
have been a byproduct of
court opponents seeking
concessions from Prime
Minister Najib Mikati, who
had threatened to resign
if an agreement was not
reached.

“In the formation of the
government, we don’t know
if Hezbollah told Mikati it
was clear it was committed
[to tribunal funding] but it
was Mikati’s understand-
ing it would not break with
international agreements,”
Salem said.

Muhanna added: “It is en-
tirely possible that [FPM
leader Michel] Aoun and
Hezbollah had come to an
agreement to let the fund-
ing go through months
ago, but decided to put up
a fight in order to extract
some valuable conces-
sions out of Mikati.”

As well as averting poten-
tial sanctions, Wednes-
day’s decision has also
helped to rebuild some of
the international commu-

nity’s lost confidence in
Lebanon, after its stances
on Syria.

Nadim Shehadi, associate
fellow at the London-based
think tank Chatham House,
said that while Lebanon’s
commitment to the STL is
by no means complete, its
support for the tribunal will
be tested beyond the latest
crisis over funding.

“The Lebanese govern-
ment still has to cooperate
by handing over the sus-
pects to the STL and this
will probably be an ele-
ment of the next crisis,” he
said. “The importance of
the STL is that it is not only
about the assassination of
Hariri, it is also a challenge
to a whole political culture
that has prevailed in the re-
gion for the last A0 years
and thus has significant
regional implications.”

By supporting the tribunal,
a Cabinet containing STL
opponents has shown it
is keen to at least be seen
as in favor of international
justice, Shehadi added.
There are many issues
down the road likely to test
the current administra-
tion’s unity. In addition to
2012’s draft budget, there
are several pieces of leg-
islation that need discuss-
ing, including a likely divi-
sive draft election law and
a planned overhaul of the
energy sector.

Muhanna said Lebanon’s
political sectarianism made
disagreement likely for any
government, regardless of
its complexion.

“Coalition governments all
around the world have to
deal with paralysis, stale-
mate, and extensive nego-
tiation in order to get leg-
islation passed. Lebanon
is particularly vulnerable
to breakdown because of
the added confessional el-
ement,” he said.

The government took
months to build and has
overcome a major hurdle
by funding the STL. Salem
argued that the Cabinet’s
March 8 core would likely
seek to keep power in gen-
eral rather than crumble on
a matter of principle, what-
ever that principle proves
to be.

“It’s a government of con-
tradictions but they have
common interests. Aoun
is a heavy bargainer but he
wants to remain in govern-
ment. The prime minister

wants to stay in too,” he
said.

“[This Cabinet] will likely
lurch from crisis to crisis
and see what they can get
out of it.”

Citigroup: Confidence solid in

Lebanese banking sector

BEIRUT: Citigroup consid-
ers that confidence in the
Lebanese banking system
has remained solid, de-
spite ongoing political tur-
moil. These findings were
reported by Bank Audi’s
Lebanon Weekly Monitor.
Citigroup just released its
Middle East Macro Monthly
report covering macroeco-
nomic conditions in the
MENA region, including
Lebanon.

According to the report,
while there has been a
small uptick in dollariza-
tion, a possible indicator
of eroding confidence in
the Lebanese pound, de-
posit growth and, in par-
ticular, nonresident de-
posit growth, remain very
strong, at 12 percent and
18 percent year-on-year in
September respectively.
The premium charged on
Lebanese pound depos-
its over dollar deposits, a
common measure of the
country’s risk premium,
has remained at all-time
lows and stable (2.7 per-
cent).

These indicators are partic-
ularly important given the
role the Lebanese banking
sector plays in propping
up government finances
through its purchase of
government debt.

On the other hand, Citi-
group calculated that the
12-month rolling deficit
fell to 5.6 percent of GDP
in July, its lowest level in
the past decade.

This is mainly due to a
decrease in real govern-
ment expenditure, which
continues to fall as a
share of GDP due to the
government not enacting

spending programs. Total
government expenditures
fell to just 21.4 percent of
GDP on a 12-month rolling
basis in August
Furthermore, Citigroup in-
dicated that indicators are
mixed on the economic
front.

Tourism appears to have
suffered as a result of re-
gional and domestic po-
litical uncertainty, with
passenger arrival growth
continuing to slow at Bei-
rut airport and hotel occu-
pancy rates averaging only
56 percent in the year to
October, as opposed to 68
percent for the same pe-
riod last year — according
to latest data from Ernst &
Young.

Imports slowed substan-
tially earlier this year,
with incoming freight de-
clining, but latest figures
from August show a sharp
rise, leveling year-on-year
growth.

Indicators from the con-
struction sector show a
slowdown in growth, with
outstanding construc-
tion permits (measured in
terms of area under con-
struction) falling in recent
months.

As real estate and tour-
ism are key drivers of the
Lebanese economy, Citi-
group anticipates a sharp
slowdown in real econom-
ic growth, to 2.8 percent
this year, rising gradually
in2012-13.

Yet, Citigroup sees sub-
stantial risks to the Leba-
nese outlook emanating
from regional geopolitics,
which have the potential
of disturbing local political
stability.
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UK. shuts embassy in Iran, expels diplomats

A British police car secures the area outside of the IRANian Embassy in west London, Wednes-
day Nov. 30, 2011.(AP Photol/ Yui Mok, PA)

LONDONIPARISITEHRAN:
Britain expelled all Iranian
diplomats and shut its em-
bassy in Tehran Wednes-
day after the mission was
attacked by protesters
Tuesday angry at fresh
sanctions against the Is-
lamic republic’s nuclear
program.

France, Germany and the
Netherlands said they were
recalling their envoys for
consultations, despite
Iran’s warnings that Brit-
ain would face “repercus-
sions” for the recall, urging
other European Union na-
tions not to follow suit.
British Foreign Secretary
William Hague accused
the lIranian government
of tacit support for Tues-
day’s attack by hundreds
of demonstrators, though
he stopped short of cutting
diplomatic ties altogether.
“If any country makes it im-
possible for us to operate
on their soil they cannot
expect to have a function-
ing embassy here,” Hague
said in a speech to parlia-
ment.

To cheers from lawmakers,
Hague said he had ordered
all Iranian Embassy staff
to leave Britain within 48
hours and closed the mis-
sion in London immedi-
ately.

All Britain-based staff had
also been evacuated from
the embassy in Iran for
their safety and the mission
had been shut just minutes
before he spoke, he added.
The protests in Tehran were
called to vent anger over
Britain’s announcement
last week that it was halting

all transactions with Iran’s
financial system, including
its central bank.

Iranian officials this week
retaliated by passing a law
to expel the British am-
bassador within days as
diplomatic ties were down-
graded.

British Prime Minister Da-
vid Cameron had earlier
promised “very tough ac-
tion” following the violent
scenes when around 200
protesters rampaged for
hours through Britain’s two
diplomatic compounds in
Tehran.

They tore down the Union
Jack flag, ripped up pic-
tures of Queen Elizabeth I,
trashed embassy offices,
set documents alight, and
briefly blocked the move-
ments of six diplomats.
Iranian police, who initially
appeared to do little to pre-
vent the violence, eventu-
ally forced protesters to
leave after firing tear gas
and clashing with them,
Hague said.

“The idea that the Iranian
authorities could not have
protected our embassy or
that this assault could have
taken place without some
degree of regime consent
is fanciful,” he said.

But he said the British ac-
tions did “not amount to
the severing of diplomatic
relations in their entirety.
It is action that reduces
our relations with Iran to
the lowest level consistent
with the maintenance of
diplomatic relations.”The
United States demanded
“clarity” from Iran Wednes-
day on whether it would

protect foreign diplomats
and backed Britain’s deci-
sion to expel the Iranian
diplomats.

“We are looking for some
clarity from the Iranian re-
gime that they’re going to
live up to their international
obligations to protect the
welfare and safety of diplo-
mats,” said Josh Earnest, a
White House spokesman.
The situation dramatically
heightened tensions be-
tween the West and Iran
over Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gram, which it insists is
only for civilian purposes.
EU foreign ministers held
talks Wednesday on issues
including Iran, with Britain
believed to be pushing for
coordinated action that

could include oil sanc-
tions.
France, Germany and

the Netherlands all said
Wednesday they were re-
calling their ambassadors
to Iran for “consultations,”
while Norway closed its
Tehran embassy and Swe-
den summoned the Iranian
ambassador.

“Given the flagrant and
unacceptable violation of
the Vienna convention on
diplomatic relations and
the seriousness of the vio-
lence, the French authori-
ties have decided to recall
their ambassador from Iran
for consultations,” French
Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Bernard Valero said in
a statement.

“Tomorrow ... with our Euro-
pean partners, we will dis-
cuss further repercussions
of this latest irresponsible
behavior by the Iranian au-

thorities,” Valero said.

In what appeared to be re-
prisal attacks, police in the
Swiss capital Bern said they
arrested two young men for
throwing incendiary de-
vices and stones at Iran’s
embassy Wednesday.

The U.N. Security Council,
the United States, the Euro-
pean Union and even Iran’s
ally Russia all condemned
the attacks as unaccept-
able.

But  prominent Iranian
MP Aladdin Brujerdi, the
chairman of the Iranian
parliamentary national se-
curity and foreign policy
commission, Wednesday
said “Britain is responsible
for all the repercussions of
its action.”

“We recommend other Eu-
ropean nations not follow
the policies of Britain and
the United States,” Brujerdi
said.

Iran’s foreign ministry had
earlier expressed “regret”
over the incident, and a se-
nior policeman was quoted
as saying that some pro-
testers had been arrested.
Parliamentary Speaker Ali
Larijani defended the pro-
testers, saying they had
been angered by the British
government and “decades
of domineering moves by
the British in Iran.”
Britain’s sanctions against
Iran’s financial system
were announced in con-
junction with similar mea-
sures by the United States
and Canada following a
U.N. report which crystal-
ized fears about Tehran’s
nuclear program.

The European Union’s for-
eign ministers are to meet
in Brussels Wednesday to
map out Europe’s response
to the report. French Presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy has
proposed freezing central
bank assets and halting oil
purchases to press Tehran
to halt its nuclear program.
The EU has already decided
to add some 180 names to
a list of people and entities
targeted by pan-European
sanctions. Diplomats said
earlier this week that the
French proposal for an
embargo is being met with
resistance from some EU
capitals.

Israel to release millions in

withheld Palestinian tax money

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin netanyahu gestures as he speaks during a Likud
faction meeting in the Knesset, Israel’s parliament, in Jerusalem, Monday, Nov.
28, 2011. netanyahu hinted Monday that Israel might soon release tens of mil-
lions of dollars owed to the Palestinians, according to officials who heard him
testify before an influential parliamentary panel. (AP PhotoilSebastian Scheiner)

OCCUPIED JERUSA-
LEM: Israel announced
Wednesday it was releas-
ing millions of dollars
in tax revenues it owes
the Palestinians, lifting a
month-old freeze that had
threatened to undermine
the pro-Western Palestin-
ian Authority.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu had come un-
der international pressure
to hand over the funds,
about$100 million a month
that includes import duties
Israel collects on behalf of
the West Bank-based au-
thority.

The money is vital for
paying civil servants em-
ployed by the Palestinian
government in the occu-
pied West Bank, where it
exercises limited self-rule
under interim peace deals
with Israel.

In a punitive measure, Is-
rael began withholding
the funds on Nov. 1, a day
after the Palestinians won
membership in the U.N.
cultural agency UNESCO
as part of their unilateral,
and slow-moving, drive
for U.N. statehood recog-
nition.

Israel has called on the
Palestinians to abandon
that bid and return to
peace talks that collapsed
in September 2010 over
Israeli settlement building
in the West Bank and East
Jerusalem which they say
will deny them a viable
state.

An Israeli government offi-

cial said tax payments for
October and November
would be handed over to
the Palestinian Authority,
but Netanyahu made clear
that he reserved the op-
tion to halt them again.
“Netanyahu approved the
resumption of tax revenue
transfers, at this stage, to
the Palestinian Authority,”
said a statement issued
by the prime minister’s of-
fice after his inner Cabinet
gave its backing.

The statement cited what
it described as a suspen-
sion of “unilateral moves”
by the Palestinian Author-
ity, a reference to any
further bids for status up-
grades in U.N. bodies.

“If the Palestinian Au-
thority takes unilateral
steps again, the transfer
of funds will be reconsid-
ered,” it said.

Commenting on the deci-
sion to transfer the funds,
Saleh Rafat, a member of
the Palestine Liberation
Organization’s executive
committee, said: “This
is first of all Palestinian
money ... Israel should
have retracted this deci-
sion weeks ago.”

Last week, Palestinian
Prime Minister = Salam
Fayyad said the Palestin-
ian Authority was “fast
approaching the point of
being completely incapac-
itated” and would not be
able to pay about 150,000
workers this month if Is-
rael did not release the
money.
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Turkey follows through on Syria sanctions threat

Moallem and Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Hamad bin Jassem al-

Thani in Jeddah.

ANKARA/JEDDAH/BEI-
RUT: Turkey said Wednes-
day it had suspended all
financial credit dealings
with Syria and frozen Syr-
ian government assets,
joining the Arab League
and Western powers in
imposing economic sanc-
tions against President
Bashar Assad’s govern-
ment.

The world’s largest Islam-
ic body, meanwhile urged
Syria to “immediately
stop the use of excessive
force” against its citizens
to avert the threat of for-
eign intervention.
Ekmeleddin lhsanoglu,
secretary-general of the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, told a news
conference in the Red Sea
City of Jeddah that for-
eign ministers, attending
an OIC meeting, called on
Damascus to quickly en-
ter into a dialogue with its
opponents.

“The executive commit-
tee [of the OIC] ... urges
the Syrian authorities to
immediately stop using
excessive force against
citizens and to respect
human rights,” a state-
ment said.

lhsanoglu earlier said the
57-member body wanted
to try to resolve the cri-
sis in Syria within the OIC
without foreign interven-
tion, saying the group op-
posed any plans to take
the issue to the interna-
tional community.

“We are keen to preserve
Syria’s safety, security

and stability, and insist
on rejecting the interna-
tionalization of the Syrian
crisis and on working to-
wards resolving it within
the broader Islamic fam-
ily,” lhsanoglu said at the
start of the meeting.

But at a news conference
after the session, lhsano-
glu warned that Syria’s
failure to heed calls for a
peaceful resolution would
make internationalization
inevitable.

“If this problem is not
solved within this family,
it will go to other places ...
We think and Syria thinks
that it is better to solve the
problem within this frame-
work,” he said.

Asked whether the OIC
had considered expelling
Syria from its ranks, Ilh-
sanoglu said that was not
considered.

Syrian Foreign Minister
Walid al-Moallem left the
meeting without speaking
to journalists.

Syrian security forces
have been using lethal
force to crack down on
demonstrations that be-
gan in March against 41
years of rule by the Assad
family. Assad says that
his forces are confronting
saboteurs inspired by for-
eign powers.
Wednesday’s OIC meet-
ing came as Turkey fol-
lowed through on threats
of sanctions and the Arab
League unveiled a list of
top Syrian officials facing
a travel ban Wednesday.
The 17 officials who could

be banned from traveling
to other Arab countries
include the defense and
interior ministers, along
with close members of
Assad’s inner circle. As-
sad’s millionaire cousin,
Rami Makhlouf, who has
controlled the mobile
phone network and other
lucrative enterprises in
Syria, and the president’s
younger brother Maher,
who is believed to be in
command of much of the
crackdown, also were on
the list.

The 17 high-level Syrian
officials facing an Arab
League travel ban also
include a number of of-
ficials in the state secu-
rity service, including
Maj. Gen. Assef Shawkat,
the deputy chief of staff
for security affairs who is
married to Assad’s sister,
Bushra.

The travel ban is part of
an unprecedented series
of sanctions announced
by the 22-nation bloc Sun-
day. While many of the
sanctions went into effect
immediately, including
cutting off transactions
with the Syrian central
bank, halting Arab gov-
ernment funding for proj-
ects in Syria and freezing
government assets, the
travel ban will still need
be reviewed by a techni-
cal committee Saturday in
Doha, Qatar.

The League imposed
sanctions after Damascus
failed to agree to allow a
500-strong monitoring
mission into Syria.
Turkish Foreign Minis-
ter Ahmet Davutoglu told
a news conference that
Turkey was imposing a
travel ban and freezing
the assets of “certain of-
ficials who are members
of the main cadre of lead-
ers, who are the subject of
claims of exerting violence
against the people or of
resorting to illegitimate
means.”“All shipments of
arms and military equip-

ment through Turkey’s
land, airspace and seas
.. will be prevented,” he
said.

He said Ankara was sus-
pending all ties to the Syr-
ian central bank, freezing
any Syrian government
assets in Turkey and sus-
pending any loan deals.
Future dealing with the
Syrian Trade Bank would
be suspended, while cur-
rent deals would continue.
He also announced the
suspension of a joint eco-
nomic and political coop-
eration council between
the two countries “until a
legitimate leadership that
is in peace with its people
comes to power in Syria.”
However, in imposing the
sanctions, Davutoglu said
Ankara had taken “me-
ticulous care” to not in-
flict suffering on the Syr-
ian people because of the
mistakes of the govern-
ment.

“We will also evaluate ad-
ditional that
we can take after this,
depending on the behav-
ior of the Syrian govern-
ment,” he said.

Turkish President Abdul-
lah Gul, speaking after Da-
vutoglu’s announcement,
said Turkey was moving
“extremely carefully.”
“Basic and vital human
needs such as water or
electricity will definitely
not be included in these
measures,” Gul said.

The new sanctions come
ontop of sanctions already
imposed by the United
States and the European
Union — punishing an al-
ready wobbling economy.
Turkey and Syria did $2.4
billion in trade last year,
according to the Turkish
Embassy in Damascus.
The sanctions are aimed
at weakening the resolve
of Syria’s business class-
es based in the two capi-
tal cities, Damascus and
Aleppo. Syrian business
leaders have long traded
political freedoms for eco-

measures

nomic privileges in Syria,
the prosperous
merchant classes are key
supporters.

Despite the increased
diplomatic and finan-
cial pressure, activists
reported continued vio-
lence Wednesday in sev-
eral areas, including Idlib
province, which borders
Turkey, and the southern
Deraa province. The Brit-
ish-based Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights
said Wednesday dozens
of tanks and armored per-
sonnel carriers stormed
the village of Dael in Deraa
province early in the morn-
ing amid heavy gunfire.
All communications with
the village were cut at
dawn, including mobile,
land lines as well as elec-
tricity, the observatory
said.

Another activist coalition,
called the Local Coordi-
nation Committees, also
reported explosions and
deployment of the military
in Dael and said communi-
cations had been cut.
Syria has banned most
foreign journalists and
prevented independent
reporting, making witness
accounts and details gath-

where

ered by activist groups a
channel of information.
Wednesday, state-run TV
announced that more than
900 detainees involved
in the uprising were re-
leased from prison in an
act of amnesty. About
1,700 prisoners were re-
leased earlier this month,
the state-run news agency
SANA said.

Separately, a judge in Da-
mascus ordered the re-
lease of nine activists who
were detained in August,
human rights campaign-
ers said. “They will be out
within hours, we are just
waiting for their papers,”
said activist Mazen Dar-
wish.

The U.N. Human Rights
Council will hold a special
session on the situation
in Syria Friday following
a request by the European
Union, a diplomatic source
told AFP.

The move follows a report
published Monday by the
U.N.-appointed investi-
gators who found Syrian
security forces had com-
mitted crimes against hu-
manity, including the Kkill-
ing and torture of children,
on orders from the top of
Assad’s command.

Franjieh praises Rai fol-
lowing BKirki visit

BEIRUT: Marada Move-
ment leader Suleiman
Franjieh expressed his
support for Maronite
Patriarch Beshara Rai
Wednesdayandendorsed
a system of proportional
representation in parlia-
mentary elections.

“We came to stress to
him [Rai] that we were
and are still with Bkirki
and we stand today by
his side in these circum-
stances,” Franjieh told
reporters after visiting
the patriarch at his resi-
dence in Bkirki.

The Zghorta MP said he
supported a proportional

representation  system
with medium-size dis-
tricts. “We don’t mind the
adoption of the Orthodox
[Gathering’s] proposal.
We should have sev-
eral choices, the first of
which should be that of
the Orthodox Gathering,”
Franjieh said. “We must
agree on an [electoral]
law and look for what
unites Christians.”

The Orthodox Gathering
proposed that each sect
elects its own MPs within
a proportional represen-
tation system with a sin-
dgle, nationwide electoral
district.
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MEMBER FOR EAST HILLS

MEETS WITH TEACHERS

Glenn Brookes MP, met
on monday with sev-
eral local teachers and
representatives from
the NSW Teachers Fed-
eration outside his East
Hills Electorate office to
discuss their concerns
about the NSW Govern-
ment’s wages legisla-
tion.

“l appreciate the con-
cerns raised by the
Teacher>s about the
NSW Government’s
wages legislation.” Mr.
Brookes said.
“However, everyone
needs to understand
that if the Government
does not act to ensure
wage increases above
2.5% are matched by
savings, the impact on
the State over the next
four years will be in the
order of $1.96 billion.”
He said.

“That is simply money
NSW does not have at
the moment because
under the previous
Government, a number
of agreed savings that
were to fund wages
increases were never
achieved.”

“The previous Govern-
ment’s inability to fund
wage increases result-
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Rugby league legend
Artie Beetson dies of
heart attack at 66

ed in an additional $900
million in costs to NSW
taxpayers.” Mr. Brookes
said.

The meeting with the
teachers was cordial
and everyone present
had an opportunity to
express their views and
ask Mr Brookes ques-
tions.

Mr Brookes asked the
teachers to write to him
to outline their local is-
sues and said he would
take their concerns di-
rectly to the Hon. Adrian
Piccoli, MP, Minister for
Education.

“Although the Govern-
ment’s policy is going
to deliver real benefits
for NSW while ensur-
ing public servants re-
ceive wage increases,
it is important that the
decision makers are
aware of the concerns
being expressed by my
constituents.”  Glenn
Brookes said.

“I'm glad the teachers
took the time to meet
with me today.”

“I was elected to rep-
resent the views of all
East Hills voters and |
fully intend to do that.”

Media: Geoffrey Grasso
0421778 671

Source: The Courier-Mail

RUGBY league great Ar-
thur Beetson has died
after suffering a heart at-
tack on the Gold Coast.
Beetson, 66, was riding
his bike at Paradise Point
around 9.15am on thurs-
day when witnhesses said
he suffered severe chest
pains and ambulance of-
ficers were called to treat
him at the scene.
Queensland Premier
Anna Bligh broke the
news of Beetson’s death
in parliament, saying
Queensland had lost one
of its legends.

“He was a knockabout
bloke from country
Queensland, he Iloved
his league, he loved his
Queensland and his loss
will be felt from many,”
Ms Bligh told parliament.
Beetson was Queen-
sland’s first State of Ori-
gin captain in 1980, and
coached the Maroons to
series wins from 1982,
1983, 1984 and 1989.

He was inducted into the
Australian Rugby League
Hall of Fame in 2003.
Born in Roma, he repre-
sented Queensland and
Australia from 1964 to
1981.

The first Indigenous
Australian to captain his
country, he went on to
play 29 Tests between
1966 and 1977.

He made his first grade
debut with the Redcliffe
in 1964 and after two
seasons in the Brisbane
competition he joined

the Balmain Tigers.

He was instrumental
in the Tigers run to the
1969 premiership, even
though he did not play
in the grand final against
South Sydney due to
suspension.

After he left the Tigers
in acromonious circum-
stances in 1970 he linked
with Eastern Suburbs,
winning two premier-
ships in 1974-75 before
ending his Sydney ca-
reer with Parramatta. He
returned to end his play-
ing career with Redcliffe
in 1981.

He later coached Aus-
tralia, Queensland the
Roosters, Redcliffe and
the Cronulla Sharks.

In February 2008, Beet-
son was named in a list
of Australia’s 100 Great-
est Players (1908-2007)
which was commis-
sioned by the NRL and
ARL to celebrate the
code’s centenary year in
Australia.

Beetson went on to be
named in the front-row in
Australianrugby league’s
Team of the Century.

He was hospitalised in
Townsville in 2009 dur-
ing a work visit.

Beetson was one of just
seven Immortals, along-
side Clive Churchill, Bob
Fulton, Reg Gasnier,
Wally Lewis, Graeme
Langlands and Johnny
Raper.

In recent years, he spent
many years as a recruit-
ment officer for sides in
NSW and Queensland.

ALP brawl looms over plan
to lift refugee intake in bid to
shore up Malaysian swap plan

LABOR’S Left faction
will oppose a push by
Immigration  Minister
Chris Bowen to lift the
nation’s refugee intake
in exchange for plat-
form changes to sup-
port his so-called Ma-
laysian Solution.

Left convenor Doug
Cameron said the refu-
gee intake should be
lifted, but the change
should not be tied to
the Malaysia people
swap plan.

“I would not think that
the Left would support
that proposition,” he
told The Australian On-
line.

“It’s time to stop treat-
ing refugees like they
are some kind of dis-
ease affecting Austra-
lia.”

Senator Cameron said
Mr Bowen’s proposed
Malaysia Solution had
little change of suc-
ceeding in parliament
and should not gain the
support of the ALP’s
policy-making confer-
ence, which begins to-
MOorrow.

“The principled po-
sition is to increase
our refugee intake, do
heavy lifting as coun-
tries like Malaysia are
already doing, continue
to take steps against
people-smugglers in
cooperation with our
regional partners but
play a more humane
and fair role in dealing
with asylum-seekers,”
he said.

Mr Bowen will propose
at the ALP’s confer-
ence that the party
amend its platform to
reflect an “aspiration”
for Australia to boost
its refugee intake from
13,750 to 20,000.

“l just think it’'s very
important that the La-
bor platform, which is

after all a statement of
broad objectives, has
that objective in it for
the first time,” he told
the ABC.

But the Immigration
Minister wants the Left
to back his stalled Ma-
laysian Solution as part
of a tough offshore
processing regime to
tackle people-smug-
gling.

“Just increasing your
refugee intake is not a
deterrent to getting on
a boat to come to Aus-
tralia, but if it is part of
a broader mix, which
included offshore pro-
cessing, that would be
important,” he said.
Senator Cameron con-
firmed the Left would
also propose a motion
at the ALP conference,
starting in Sydney to-
morrow, that Labor
should abandon its
pledge to return to sur-
plus by 2012-13 if the
global economic situa-
tion continues to dete-
riorate.

“l think generally the
position the govern-
ment has adopted on a
return to surplus under
current economic con-
ditions is reasonable,”
he said.

“But if the economic
situation in Europe
and the United States
deteriorates and has
an affect on employ-
ment in Australia then
I am strongly of the
view that the govern-
ment should prioritise
jobs over budget sur-
pluses.”

Labor Left delegates to
conference will meet
this afternoon to dis-
cuss conference pro-
posals including gay
marriage, uranium
sales to India, party
reform and industrial
relations.
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No wonder she’s happy ... Prime Minister Julia Gillard. Picture:

The Daily Telegraph Source: HWT Image Library

PRIME Minister Julia Gil-
lard’s pay packet is to
soar by $90,000 to about
$470,000 - making her
higher paid than US Presi-
dent Barack Obama and
British PM David Cam-
eron.

Former Liberal member
and new Speaker Peter
Slipper will pocket at least
$315,000 after snaring a
$70,000 pay rise as part
of a generous pay rise for
federal MPs - to be in ef-
fect in time for Christmas.
A social services expert
says politicians will now
be under pressure to jus-
tify their pay rises, when
in other professions you
must prove your perfor-
mance has improved to
command a bump.

Just days after the Gillard
government announced
plans to slash billions of
dollars in public spending
as part of a savage mini-
budget, The Daily Tele-
graph reports the base
salary for even the most
junior parliamentarian will
jump from $140,000 to at
least $180,000.

The benefits will be even
more lucrative for shadow
ministers - such as Joe
Hockey, Malcolm Turnbull
and Chris Pyne - who will
be paid a special “load-
ing” for the first time.

The Government is brac-
ing for a public backlash
to the pay deal, particular-
ly after its spending cuts
announced just two days
ago included slashing the

baby bonus and reducing
public service spending.
Victorian Council of Social
Services chief Cath Smith
said MPs should show im-
provements in the same
way they expect improve-
ments from nurses, police
or teachers.

“l think we need to see
some productivity and ef-
ficiency gains by our pol-
lies as well, their account-
ability for pay rises,” Ms
Smith said.

“If you're going to have
pay rise at the moment if
you’re government fund-
ed or you’re a public sec-
tor workforce you’ve got
to demonstrate account-
ability and productivity
improvements so | think
| would like to see some
productivity improve-
ments for how parliamen-
tarians work as well.”

She suggested one exam-
ple would be to improve
behaviour during ques-
tion time.

“I think the point of Parlia-
ment is to debate ques-
tions of policy so | would
certainly put some mea-
sures around efficiency
in debating policy rather
than personal attacks.”
Perks cut

But the lifetime Gold Pass
will be axed for future MPs
as part of an overhaul
of entitlements aimed at
cleaning up a system
open to abuse.

The overseas study allow-
ance - which allows MPs
to travel first class around

the world to study wine re-
gions and fashion houses
- will also be junked.

After a lengthy review, the
independent Remunera-
tion Tribunal has decid-
ed on the biggest boost
to federal MPs’ salaries
in decades - reversing
Kevin Rudd’s decision to
“freeze” their pay during
the global financial crisis.
Well placed Canberra
sources said the tribu-
nal’s decision would see
the current base salary for
MPs - $140,910 - increased
to at least $180,000 and
possibly more.

This will lift the salary of
Mr Slipper, who last week
become Speaker, from
$168,000 when he was
Deputy Speaker to about
$315,000 when the new
deal begins.

And this is before you add
in all the perks of office.
Treasurer Wayne Swan -
who is also Deputy Prime
Minister - will take home
about $370,000 compared
to his current salary of
$287,000.

And, while Finance Minis-
ter Penny Wong has been
busy slashing spend-
ing, she will earn a hand-
some increase of around
$70,000 - boosting her
pay to about $310,000.

It is expected the pay ris-
es will flow to all MPs and
Senators shortly after the
announcement next week
-and possibly appear in
their next pay packet.

The government is brac-
ing for a public backlash
to the pay deal, particu-
larly after announcing
spending cuts including
reducing the baby bonus
and announcing plans
to slash public service
spending.

Senior Coalition figures
are backing the reforms,
arguing the present pay
scales for federal MPs are
too low.

It is expected MPs will
keep their electorate al-
lowances - worth up to
$46,000 for some parlia-

mentarians.

It was expected this would
be “rolled into” the base
salaries for MPs but the
tribunal has decided to

Politicians get a Christmas cracker of a pay rise

keep it as an entitlement.

The boost in pay means
the prime minister, who is
paid a loading of 160 per
cent, takes home at least

$470,000 - more than US
president, who earns
about $400,000, and Mr
Cameron, whose salary is
about $221,000.

Plonk, prostitutes, a paranoid pollie: Former NSW Minister
lan Macdonald appears before the ICAC inquiry

FORMER NSW minister
lan Macdonald has admit-
ted to being inside a hotel
room with a “masseuse”,
but says he fell “asleep
as soon as his head hit
the pillow” and kept his
clothes on.

Mr Macdonald took the
witness stand at the In-
dependent Commission
Against Corruption at
12pm today, and admit-
ted that he stayed with
the woman at the Four
Seasons Hotel for a cou-
ple of hours.

He could not recall kiss-
ing the prostitute Tiffanie
roughly or lying on top of
her but didn’t deny this
occurred.

He said Ron Medich drove
him to the hotel and paid
for what he believed was
a late-night remedial mas-
sage.

But according to Mr Mac-
donald’s evidence, he
was very tired and had
consumed too much al-
cohol so he lay down on
the bed and fell asleep
immediately.

Mr Macdonald could not
explain mobile phone re-
cords that showed he ac-
cessed the internet from
his phone at 11.18pm and
again at 1am - after he left
Mr Medich and entered
the hotel room.

Mr Macdonald denied tak-
ing off any clothes in the
room, except for his jack-
et, and could not recall
telling the prostitute Tif-
fanie: “If only you knew
who | am, you would be
surprised.”

Mr Macdonald inferred
that he was the victim of
a honeytrap constructed
by Mr Medich and Mr Gat-
tellari.

“I’m not saying that | was
a victim, but I'm saying
that clearly other things
were going on that | was
not privy too,” he said.

Asked why he didn’t just
go home if he was tired,
Mr Macdonald replied
that he “should have”.
The commission is inves-
tigating allegations that
Mr Macdonald accepted
the services of a prosti-
tute from Mr Medich and
Lucky Gattellari in return
for the minister organis-
ing for electricity com-
pany executives to attend
dinners at the Tuscany
Restaurant in June and
July 2009.

Earlier today, the ICAC
heard:

FRANK Moio, the maitre’d
at the Tuscany Restau-
rant, has denied that he
organised a prostitute for
former NSW minister lan
Macdonald.

Mr Moio today contradict-
ed evidence given to the
Independent Commission
Against Corruption by
accused murderer Ron
Medich, who said he was
asked to help organise
the liaison by Mr Moio.
Mr Moio said he didn’t
think Mr Macdonald was
the type of man to “go
with a girl”.

He denied that he was ini-
tially to drive Mr Macdon-
ald from the restaurant
in Leichhardt to the Four
Seasons Hotel for the lia-
sion on July 15, 2009.

He told the inquiry the first
he heard of the dalliance
was when Mr Macdon-
ald’s wife Anita Gylseth
found the electronic hotel
key in a trouser pocket
the next day and contact-
ed the restaurant.

“l know his wife and I
know he’s freshly married
and | didn’t think that Mr
Macdonald was the type
to go with a girl,” he said.
The commission is inves-
tigating allegations that
Mr Medich and business
party Lucky Gattellari or-
ganised for a prostitute

to kiss and fondle Mr
Macdonald as a favour
in return for the minister
organising for electricity
company executives to
attend dinners at the Tus-
cany Restaurant in June
and July 2009.

Mr Moio told the commis-
sion that he believed the
prostitutes seated at a
nearby table - which Mr
Macdonald was to select
from - were “part of the
company” in which Mr
Medich invested.

“That was my impres-
sion and | think Mr Med-
ich mentioned more than
once that ‘the girls work
for us’,” he said.

Mr Gattellari said in earli-
er evidence that directors
of the electrical company
had prostitutes “on tap”.
Mr Medich in his evidence
yesterday portrayed Mr
Moio as far more than a
man who ran a restau-
rant.

Mr Moio today said he
was paid $3000 a week
by Mr Gatteralli for intro-
ductions to “government
ministers” who dined at
the restaurant.

It was also to introduce to
large construction com-
panies.

The commission heard
half of this money was
paid to Mr Moio’s son-
in-law who was given
a “phantom job” at the
electrical company.

The balance was to be
given to Mr Moio in cash,
and he agreed this was
“good money”.

Mr Moio rejected sugges-
tions that when the pay-
ments to his son-in-law
dried up he complained
to the company accoun-
tant Kim Shipley.

The money was to be
paid to Mr Moio in “what-
ever way requested” by
Mr Moio, the contract
stated.
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FAMILY SQUEEZE: Cuts to baby bonus to
get back to surplus

Treasurer Wayne Swan has revealed the baby bonus will be slashed by $400 to get the bud-

get back to surplus. Picture: Kym Smith Source: The Daily Telegraph

MORE than $400 will
be shaved off the baby
bonus and some visa
charges will jump as the
Government battles to
turn a $37 billion Budget
deficit into a $1.5 billion
surplus.

Treasurer Wayne Swan
today outlined wide-
spread Budget pruning
as he released the Trea-
sury’s regular assess-
ment of the economy,
the Mid-year Economic
and Fiscal Outlook (MY-
EFO).

The Government is tight-
ening its belt - and yours
as well. Scroll down to
take our Cost of Living
survey to tell us how
tough it is to make ends
meet.

The bid for a surplus was
backed by a new AAA
rating from a financial
agency, meaning that for
the first time even Aus-
tralia has been given top
marks by all three major
rating agencies.

The Government fore-
casts a $1.5 billion sur-
plus in 2012-13 - to be
contained in next May’s
Budget - despite a giant
deficit of $37 billion for
2011-12, up from a pro-
jected $22.6 billion.
Treasurer Wayne Swan
confirmed on teusday
that Government tax
revenue had fallen by

$20 billion over the four
years beginning this fi-
nancial year, ramping up
the deficit.

Along with the baby bo-
nus cut, Mr Swan an-
nounced other cost
cutting measures includ-
ing:

. A one-off
crease in the efficiency
dividend demanded of
departments, set to raise
$1.5 billion, and possibly
causing public service
job losses and service
reductions;

. Attacking rort-
ing of the Living Away
from Home Allowance
tax concessions for for-
eign executives working
here, expected to save
$710 million;

. Making it harder
to get the Dependent
Spouse Offset avail-
able to spouses without
children by limiting it to
those born after 1952,
which is expected to
save $370 million;

. Reducing the
Baby Bonus from 1 Sep-
tember 2012 to $5000,
down from $5400, and
a three-year pause in
indexation of the pay-
ment. The Paid Parental
Leave Scheme will not
be touched;

. Increasing
charges for some visas
for non-residents com-

in-

ing to Australia to ensure
Australian taxpayers are
no longer subsidising
visa applications, saving
$613 million.

Today the third of the
big three economics rat-
ings agencies, Fitch, up-
graded Australia’s long-
term outlook from AA+ to
AAA.

The promotion was cred-
ited in part to Australia’s
“low public debt” and
“credible inflation target”
by Fitch Ratings, which
with Standard&Poors
and Moodies evaluates
the strengths of national
economies.

“These factors have
helped Australia weather
a number of externally-
driven shocks over the
past two decades,” said

the agency.
It added Australia’s
debt-to-GDP ratio was

26.3 per cent in 2010-
11, while the average for
like economies was 55.7
per cent in 2010. But
it warned the aim for a
Budget surplus in 2013
might not be practicable.
“The Federal Govern-
ment remains committed
to returning the Com-
monwealth Budget back
to surplus by FY2012-13
(fiscal year ending 30
June, 2013), although a
further deterioration in

global economic con-

ditions could delay the
achievement of this ob-
jective,” said the Fitch
assessment.

The cuts make it more
likely the Reserve Bank
will lower official inter-
est rates by another 0.25
percentage points next
week as the Govern-
ment looks for parallel
assistance on monetary

policy.
It wants mortgage and
credit interest rates

generally to fall as it im-
proves the Budget re-
sult.

The Government’s confi-
dence in Australia being
able to withstand the col-
lapse of European econ-
omies was bolstered by
an independent forecast
that investment in the
mining industry at Octo-
ber was a record $231.8
billion, a rise of 34 per
cent from April.

The public service will
be asked to provide
much of the savings and
the Opposition immedi-
ately accused Ms Gillard
of breaking an election
promise.

In July last year Ms Gil-
lard said the public ser-
vice would be spared
across-the-board cuts.
The mid-year assess-
ment said unemploy-
ment was expected to go
from 5.2 per cent to 5.5
per cent as national out-
put falls.

Economic growth in
2011-12 was expected
to come in below expec-
tations at 3.25 per cent,
down by 0.75 per cent.
Net debt - as opposed
to the gross debt calcu-
lated by Fitch Ratings -
is expected to be 8.9 per
cent of GDP in 2011-12,
falling to 7.7 per cent in
2014-15. This would be
one of the lowest debt
ratios in the world.

Hellenic Bank opened
its 15th Branch at
Chullora Marketiplace

L-R): Kevin Joseph, Deputy CEO Steven Pambris, Barbara Perry)

MP, Soteris Hadjikyriacou and Despina Savva

L-R): Tony Mrad, Malak Takache, Nancy Chrysanthakopoulos)

and Despina Savva

OnSaturday 19/11/2011
Beirut Hellenic Bank
opened its 15th Branch
at Chullora Marketi-
place.

The Bank celebrated
the occasion by pro-
viding sweets and re-
freshments for the cus-
tomers and guests. The
Bank’s Deputy CEO Mr
Steven Pambris was
available on the day to
say a few words and
was honoured to have
MP Barbara Perry visit
the branch at midday
and say a few words
to the people in atten-
dance.

The new Bank branch

highlight’s the Bank’s
commitment to be
close to the communi-
ty it serves and is part
of the strategic move
to expand the network
and service more peo-
ple in Australia. The
experience customers
get when they visit the
bank with it’s beautiful
design and open plan is
testament to the Bank’s
desire to be a modern
and caring brand.

The Bank looks for-
ward to providing the
best service and award
winning products to
customers in the Chul-
lora area.
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McDonald’s. Rockdale

603 Princes Highway
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At participating restaurants only. ‘Coca-Cola’ and the Contour Bottle are registered trademarks of The Coca-Cola Company.
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