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United Australian Lebanese Movement
Cordially invites you to the
2011 Annual BBQ Day
SUNDAY 27th November, 2011
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1 The capital of Tasmania is
1) Darwin

2) Brishane

3) Hobart

4) Alice Springs

2. The leader of the Australian
Government is

1) The Speaker of
Parliament

2) the Queen

3) the Prime Minister

4) The Governor General

the

3. Who becomes the Prime
Minister?

1) both houses of the
parliament elect the Prime
Minister by double majority
2) after an election, the
Governor-General — appoints
the person who got most
votes

3) after an election, the leader
of the party with most MPs
becomes the Prime Minister
4) the Queen appoints a
person of her choosing

4. The Executive power is the
power

1) to make the laws

2) to execute criminals

3) to put the laws into
practice

4) to interpret and apply the
law

Aol et | G eIladS gxd 92 Lo
§ A uckens W1 ALY

[

"oy g3l dugy demalad I

5. The Queen appoints the
Governor-General as  her
representative in Australia on
advice from

1) the Parliament

2) the Australian
Minister

3) the British Prime Minister
4) the Chief Justice of the
High Court

dnga Ol |

Correct answers:
| Question1: 3
Il Question 2 : 3
Il Question 3 : 3
IV Question 4 : 3
V Question 5: 2

Prime
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Test of English as \
a Foreign Language TOEFL
;Paper-Based test

TOEFL  Internet- Y
Based test (also known as
;(TOEFL iBT

Cambridge English: Y
Advanced (CAE) test (also
known as Certificate in
;(Advanced English
Test of ¢
English  Academic (PTE
Academic); and

Pearson

The  Occupational 0
.English Test
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23 Cann St, Gundford NSW 2161
Ph: 02 9681 6520 Mob: 0414 394 675

All great Glfts from Lebanon
uuwpa-u.dlgc.uﬂhbl-\.ﬂl yg=ad u..a.dld.ea-l

Unit 12, 61 -63 Haldon Street Lakemba NSW 2195
(Cnr of Haldon St & The Boulevarde)

Tel: (02) 9758 2444 Fax: (02) 9758 2799
Email: mideastlink@optusnet.com.au
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Marie Rizk 8 gile
Mid- East Link P/L

P

MID - EAST LINK P/L

12/ 61 Haldon Street, Lakemba
Cnr of Haldon St. & The Boulevarde, Opp. Lakemba Uniting Church

Michael Rizk
Tel: (02) 9758 2444 - Fax: (02) 9758 2799
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4S9 Wla TIPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS Hlad
@ Security

Qe

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of e .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ ‘-"G
suitable to join our team you must: - e
e Hold a first Aid certificate < ant “l,‘,-,d'd
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence “|?|?
o @S2
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . .
e Speak fluent English JM" uk”
e Have excellent presentation z*bf‘ p )ﬂ‘
e Bereliable S e e
We have the following security positions available; Jm".’ M‘ﬂ‘
Crowd Control “ e
(Events) Auwdlee
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions skkk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions . 5w .
available. A9 o
Previous Applicants need not apply 994 >
No recruitment companies Yoy
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S : .d-ﬂ-" ‘.?g 422
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Joladd! B gdiag
_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_
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EmoceneContracing Team Say it With

I af' _E “ ELECTRICAL

General Contracting Services L) .
osbLll cia Jlesl oo pSilala gusal = u‘-\d-\-«d‘@pﬂ.ﬂgb PN
Ghlisll gain (A clanilg aclgil le ﬁ:ﬂ “ ““;

Joal! b RIS 5)bias Alotao deilone 5 paad s Aol w1 Cladiad g

8,A diwa Y- 50 ASI

w)lé Sl : Jha W

Mob: 0419 999 554 - 0405 203 535
Tel/Fax: (02) 8704 1490

2418 0414 983 608: 035 ok Ipkai
wlwld! H CEDAR DRIVING SCHOOL E‘

O yhacad| 33l @atalt 3y ¥ ) sy

153 G’ Lic: 185750C Tel/Fax: (02) 9725 7011 :(gily ) Igbiai! . L )
Elass & Clarm 753 H t . dlie ol dliae ol §,)lal
. ume Hwy Shop 28A Bass Hill Vo V2
for all your slazing meeds Plazza Bass Hill NSW 2197 T v SH s
b aas b sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au . . . B S
dﬁiﬂ&ﬁﬂf yitwithxoses@optusnet umu mm)u.lsdy.aa.llusg.cl“u
» " Lllat i 48,500 dapo Ean 8)lull
Shirwers Screena, - Aolall (B Hag s lgd! 2 Ada
Siom o ||| RAINBOW BRICKLAYINY P/ 1 by sl 3 2
back Frameleas Glass _ oplsall cillal daals len
e g ikt Sl Al pilud 0407405846 : Jlasii
el D8 e ik The S TR oo 97405846
0404015551 : 33y i Jhad'¥l iﬂ,&fjﬂwu ﬂ"ﬂl' !_‘_‘.! s
o et ko ot gl

"PERFECT INCOME TAX PIL| axb i igh

ANB 17 003 994 394 . . i-
Safwat Arfan-. Saved D407 666 190 :aipll gle — \'ﬁb ¥

Manager
( e ) uml-\)_,.a&\&- M\,_’p—'\

(B.COMM., FTMA, AIM, FTIA)
T i ey Al 1351 RIS pui 124 HIGHLAND AVE,

IS 1y 3,30 BN R PTe Yaqgoona NISW 2199
el i) 858 s 3330 81 (ot [| | SRR Sipalial J W

o Al )-'-‘3“9 cnalagll Tgagicl P e c.g-.'SJ‘S-" Adge @dlg S| ul PFE: 9793 8333 Mebe: 0414 600 042

ulﬂﬁ e bl | & pus i gizr g Ld| s
Sk Jiud ddly Jlad| @sSalidled .
o pall Sl guay (A = oot - SaTS-COATS-TROUSERS 7
(Bell Tower Centre) 0404149000 :p{)." U'l" E uu‘r’iTErilﬁél:lerEs HH.B]:I.H.DJ
g o | Tailoring

Unit 24/ 191 Parramatta Rd. www.alankabout.com

Auburn, NSW 2144 \. -
Tel: 8756 3600 - Fax: 8756 3699 nkdand lmce
Email: safwat@ozemail.com.au . OPTION A FORMWORK Pty Ltd mﬁkﬂ
= ) BILLY FRANCIS | Lully i
m JEagleVzle e optionalommworiByahes cama s =
EAGLE VALE INSURANCE SERVICES e Jnnton : : . .
Active Insurance Management ¥ M J-'l'-l' i;-ﬂ-!- J-IJL!:.I ﬂfﬂ
For Your Business " . " | 3 rllﬁ' ﬁ!‘ ‘*' I _—
+ Workers' Compensation for your Employees i . b nd | ‘
. I|r15urance when st'artingr xpl:BusineZs :..JL-;“ 5 ‘51: Lu.l M w t"*' - "J'M
+ Public Liability Insurance for your Trade Work LAY PP Fg'.' JE #MM‘#MW JLI-NI
P iaraherejrroyy (lagll) th sl plaly gl Jaad
L i et dier Y FIJ Vil

165C Wattle Street Bankstown . . -
Call us Today Lt ﬁ gﬂ']"l-!r ] I’lﬂ.ﬂ
Phe 3635 7629 - Fax: 98233 18358

02 9707 3077 - -
F{02) A708 ZNT — Fx (82) 9707 I213
Mob: 0414 309 360 { * =
email: danny@eaglevaleinsurance.com.au Nk 8119 B8 FDE 51 Phillip 5t. Parramalia
Gl Ul Aiclgoll Juss
Dekkan Servwell Pty Ltd ABN 52 110 4‘54 507 frad]grgjas%;;eva\e Insurance Services are 3‘“ m -l‘!“-! n.m DFW'“" cm'n- H-I.- Hm
Authorised Representatives of AMP Gl Distribution Pty Ltd
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THE UNITED AUSTRALIAN LEBANESE MOVEMENT VICTORIA

INVITES YOU AND YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL BBQ

THERE WILL BE RIDES FOR THE KIDS, MUSIC AND PLENTY OF FOOD
CELEBRATE LEBANESE CULTURE AND COME TOGETHER AS A
COMMUNITY

,LOCATION: EDWARDE’S LAKE PARK , LEAMINGTON STREET
RESERVIOR, TIME: 12,00 UNTIL 5PM
On the 4th of December 2011

FOOD IS FREE ,DRINKS AT A SMALL COST
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33 - 37 High.St. Preston Vie 3072
Tell 0394844999 Fax: 0394844566

= MILAD HOMES

Bunldmg ‘& Construction

b 045 555555

,um‘ qpet wwgmmsm

- Renovatioh.: Extensions

e ‘Plans - orﬁsultlng F i

Registered Building ch#ntloner
Workmanship Guarantee—

AL BRI

S 7 LY fud
o3y
SUNRISE BAKE HOUSE
19 g a9 (pomay g il
PR
94841288 Jiai)
757 digh IS¢,
TJHORNBURY,
19C, 3071

Milad El-Halabi - cMmc, JP

» Appointed by the Victorian Government
Justice of the Peace Reg. No. 11838

» Appointed and authorised by
the Australian Government
Civil Marriage Celebrant Reg. No. A11175

> Individual and personal ceremonies
Mob: 0457 555 555 for all occasions and cultures

Fax: (03) 9323 5855 C'ﬁ) el Y1 Gl 3] TS
Mamage Consultant
* Commitments = Funerals

Level 1, 419 Sydney Rd,
Coburg, Vic. 3058
Email: milademc@gmail.com
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LEBANESE PIZZA & PIES
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on-Fri: Tawm - 6pm
Sab-Sum: Teim - Spm

PH: 03 9351 1301 Mob: 0413 124 170
9/11-17 PEARCEDALE PARADE
BROADMEADOWS VIC 3047
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almaza Beer

One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon

- now In Australia

To stock in your restaurant
call Classica PL on
03 9383 5222
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World News

UN rights panel condemns
Syria, Lebanon abstains

UNITED NATIONS: The U.N.
General Assembly’s hu-
man rights committee on
Tuesday condemned Syria
for its eight-month crack-
down on pro-democracy
demonstrators in a vote
backed by Western nations
and most Arab states.

The resolution, drafted by
Britain, France and Ger-
many, received 122 votes
in favor, 13 against and 41
abstentions. Thirteen Arab
states, including the six
Arab co-sponsors, voted
for it as did Syria’s erst-
while ally Turkey.

Russia and China, which
vetoed a European-drafted
U.N. Security Council reso-
lution last month that would
have condemned Syria and
threatened possible future
sanctions, abstained, ac-
cording to an official U.N.
tally, which diplomats said
could indicate a shift in
their positions.

Countries  that voted
against the resolution in-
cluded Iran, North Korea,
Belarus, Nicaragua, Ven-
ezuela and Vietnam.

The overwhelming support
for the committee’s non-
binding resolution showed
how isolated Damascus
has become. Compared to
the three other countries
singled out for condemna-
tions by the General As-
sembly’s Third Committee
-- lIran, North Korea and
Myanmar -- Syria had the
least number of support-
ers.

Arab states voting for the
declaration were Bahrain,
Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait,
Libya, Mauritania, Moroc-
co, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Sudan, Tunisia
and the United Arab Emir-

ates. Syria was the only
Arab state to vote against
it, while Algeria, Comoros,
Lebanon and Yemen ab-
stained.

Arab League members
Iraq, Djibouti and Somalia
did not vote in the commit-
tee, where all 193 U.N. na-
tions are represented.
Syrian U.N. Ambassador
Bashar Ja’afari said the
resolution had no mean-
ing for Damascus and por-
trayed it as a U.S.-inspired
political move.

“Although the draft reso-
lution is submitted primar-
ily from three European
countries it is not a secret
that the United States of
America is the mastermind
and main instigator of the
political campaign against
my country,” Ja’afari said.

BACK TO THE SECURITY
COUNCIL?

“This draft resolution defi-
nitely has nothing to do
with human rights; it is
only a part of the typically
hostile policy by the Unit-
ed States against Syria,”
he added.

Ja’afari held up for del-
egates what he said were
documents naming terror-
ists arrested while smug-
gling arms into Syria. He
said the documents offered
clear proof of a US.-led
plot to topple the govern-
ment of Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad.

The resolution says the
committee “strongly con-
demns the continued grave
and systematic human
rights violations by the
Syrian authorities, such
as arbitrary executions,
excessive use of force and
the persecution and killing

of protesters and human
rights defenders.”

It also demands an im-
mediate end to “arbitrary
detention, enforced disap-
pearances, torture and ill
treatment of detainees, in-
cluding children” in Syria,
where more than 3,500
people have died in the
crackdown, according to
U.N. figures.

German Ambassador Pe-
ter Wittig said it was time
to move the issue back
to the 15-nation Security
Council, which has been
deadlocked on Syria due
to Russian and Chinese
opposition.

“The Security Council can-
not fall behind the region,”
he said, referring to the
Arab League suspension
of Syria. “We would en-
courage the ... council to
come back to this issue.”
British Foreign Secretary
William Hague said in a
statement that the reso-
lution “sends a signal of
united condemnation of the
Syrian regime’s systematic
human rights abuses.”

“As long as the crisis in
Syria continues the inter-
national pressure on the
Assad regime will only in-
tensify,” he said.

US. Ambassador Susan
Rice also welcomed the
committee’s adoption of
the resolution, which will
be confirmed by a new
vote in a plenary meeting
of the General Assembly
next month.

“By overwhelmingly adopt-
ing its first-ever resolution
on Syria’s human rights
abuses, the ... Third Com-
mittee has sent a clear
message that it does not
accept abuse and death as
a legitimate path to retain-
ing power,” she said in a
statement.

Philippe Bolopion of Hu-
man Rights Watch praised
the committee’s vote: “By
siding with the victims of
the Syrian government’s
ruthless repression, the
General Assembly has
succeeded where the Se-
curity Council had failed,
paralyzed by the vetoes
of Russia and China,” he
said.

Lebanon celebrates Independence Day with mixed feelings

Lebanese army vehicles take part in a military parade to mark the 68th anniversary of Lebanon’s indepen-

dence, in Downtown Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday Nov. 22, 2011.(Mohammad Azakir/ The Daily Star)

BEIRUT: Lebanese offi-
cials offered mixed feel-
ings as the celebrations
for the 68th anniversary
of Lebanon’s indepen-
dence got under way
Tuesday.

President Michel Slei-
man, Prime Minister Na-
jib  Mikati, Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri,
Defense Minister Fayez
Ghosn and Lebanese
Army commander Gen.
Jean Kahwagi all at-
tended the 50-minute In-
dependence Day military
parade at Shafiq Wazzan
Avenue in Downtown
Beirut Tuesday morning.
Also present was Brazil-
ian Vice President Michel
Temer, who is in Lebanon
on an official visit. Temer
is of Lebanese origin.

A 21-gun salute was fired
at the start of the parade
after which Sleiman laid
a wreath at the tomb of
the Unknown Soldier.

A helicopter show greet-
ed Sleiman’s motorcade
upon arrival. Infantry and
navy commandos took

part in the parade which
ran without a hitch under
a bright sun, a contrast
to the heavy rain storms
that hit the country last
week.

At the end of the parade,
Sleiman, Berri and Mikati
headed to the presiden-
tial palace in suburban
Baabda to receive well-
wishers.

Israeli warplanes hov-
ered at low altitude over
Marjayoun, Bint Jbeil and
the Tyre region in south
Lebanon throughout the
parade, a security source
told The Daily Star.
Sleiman paid tribute to
Independence Day on its
eve, Monday night. “Yes
for independence. Yes
for coexistence. Yes for
freedom and social jus-
tice,” he said in a tele-
vised speech.

Meanwhile, politicians
from the opposition used
the occasion to question
Lebanon’s current sover-
eignty.

MP Ahmad Fatfat of for-
mer Prime Minister Saad

Haririi’s Future bloc said
Lebanon did not enjoy
true independence.

“Our independence is in-
complete because some
people try to violate
Lebanon’s sovereignty”
Fatfat said in an inter-
view Tuesday with the
Voice of Lebanon radio
station.

Lawmakers from across
the March 14 coalition of
which Fatfat is part have
vocally condemned re-
cent cross-border incur-
sions by the Syrian army
into Lebanese territory.
Addressing Lebanese,
Fatfat said: “We tell them
that we must join ranks in
order to achieve real in-
dependence by restoring
Lebanon’s sovereignty.”
Meanwhile, Lebanese
Forces leader Samir
Geagea urged Lebanese
to unite.

“Lebanon’s indepen-
dence is entrusted in
your own hands,” Gea-
gea said in a statement
issued Tuesday.

“Your [Lebanese] unity
is the guarantee for the
survival of Lebanon and
so is your cooperation
and harmony,” he said.
Geagea called on the ri-
val Lebanese people to
preserve their nation’s
independence “by pro-
tecting one another ..
and bridging the gap so
that Lebanon will be sov-
ereign and independent
and remain a pioneer in
democracy.”
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Turkish premier urges Syrian leader

to step down

Erdogan addresses members of parliament from his ruling AK Party (AKP) during a meeting at the Turkish parlia-

ment in Ankara Tuesday. - Reuters

BEIRUT: Turkey’s prime
minister said Tuesday
that Syria’s president
must step down over the
country’s  crackdown
on dissent, ratcheting
up the pressure on the
increasingly  isolated
Bashar Assad, as Syrian
activists reported that
four children were killed
by security forces.

The Local Coordina-
tion Committees, a key
activist network, and
the British-based Syr-
ian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights, said the
children, between the
ages of 10 and 15, were
killed by gunshots fired
at random from a mili-
tary checkpoint near the
town of Houla in the res-
tive Homs province.

The LCC said Syrian
forces backed by tanks
and armored vehicles
stormed the area of Hou-
la and were besieging
the district of Bayada in
Homs, a hotbed of dis-
sent against President
Assad’s regime.

Syria places severe re-
strictions on the work
of journalists and bans
most foreign journal-
ists from the country,
making confirmation of
events on the ground
difficult.

In his harshest words
yet, Recep Tayyip Erdo-

gan of Turkey reminded
Assad of the bloody end
of Libyan leader Moam-
mar Gadhafi and those
of past dictators, includ-
ing Adolf Hitler.

“For the welfare of your
own people and the re-
gion, just leave that
seat,” Erdogan said in a
televised speech.

“If you want to see some-
one who has fought un-
til death against his own
people, just look at Nazi
Germany, just look at
Hitler, at Mussolini, at
Nicolae Ceausescu in
Romania,” he said. “If
you cannot draw any
lessons from these,
then look at the Libyan
leader who was Kkilled
just 32 days ago.”
Erdogan’swarning came
the day after Syrian sol-
diers opened fire on at
least two buses carry-
ing Turkish citizens,
witnesses and officials
said, apparent retalia-
tion for Turkey’s criti-
cism of Assad, whose
military crackdown on
an 8-month-old upris-
ing against his rule has
killed nearly 4,000 peo-
ple.

“To protect travelers,
especially those return-
ing from the hajj, is a
country’s honor,” Er-
dogan said, referring
to the annual Muslim

pilgrimage to Mecca in
Saudi Arabia.
Neighboring Turkey was
once a close economic
and political partner of
Syria, but Erdogan has
grown increasingly criti-
cal of the Syrian regime.
He said last week that
the world must urgently
“hear the screams” from
Syria and do something
to stop the bloodshed.
Turkey has allowed Syr-
ian refugees and military
defectors to take refuge
on its soil, and Syria’s
political opposition has
used Turkey as a place
to meet and organize.
Assad’s deepening iso-
lation and the growing
calls for his ouster are a
severe blow to a family
dynasty that has ruled
Syria for four decades
- and any change to the
leadership could trans-
form some of the most
enduring alliances in
the Middle East and be-
yond.

Syria’s uprising has
grown increasingly vi-
olent in recent months.
Army defectors who
sided with the revolt
have grown bolder in
recent weeks, fighting
back against regime
forces and even at-
tacking military bases
- raising fears of a civil
war.

International court. Libya can try Gadhafi’s son

TRIPOLI, Libya: The Inter-
national Criminal Court’s
prosecutor said Tuesday
that Libya can put Moam-
mar Gadhafi’s son and
one-time heir apparent
on trial at home, but that
The Hague court’s judges
must be involved in the
case.

Luis Moreno-Ocampo
was in Tripoli on Tuesday
for talks with Libya’s new
leaders about their plans
for Seif al-Islam Gadhafi,
who was captured Sat-
urday in southern Libya
and is being held by fight-
ers in the mountain town
of Zintan, southwest of
the capital. The ICC has
charged him with crimes
against humanity. Libya’s
new leaders have said
they will try Seif al-Islam
at home even though they
have yet to set up a court
system.

“Seif is captured so we
are here to ensure coop-
eration,” Moreno-Oca-
mpo told reporters after
arriving in Libya. “If they
(Libyans) prosecute the
case, we will discuss with
them how to inform the
judges, and they can do
it, but our judges have to
be involved.”

The ICC, which is based
in The Hague, Nether-
lands, has also charged
Gadhafi’s former intel-
ligence chief, Abdullah
al-Senoussi, with crimes
against humanity. Libyan
officials have said al-Se-
noussi was captured over
the weekend and is being
held in the southern city
of Sabha, although Lib-
ya’s interim prime minis-
ter could not confirm the
report

Rights groups have called
on Libya to hand both
men over for trial in The
Hague, and Moreno-Oc-
ampo stressed that even
if Libyans want to try the
two men in Libya they
must still cooperate with
the world’s first perma-
nent war crimes tribunal.
Libya is obliged by a Se-
curity Council resolution

to work with the court, but
that does not necessarily
preclude a trial in Libya. If
the National Transitional
Council can convince
judges in The Hague that
the country has a func-
tioning legal system that
will give Seif al-Islam and
al-Senoussi a fair trial on
substantially the same
charges as Moreno-Oc-
ampo filed, then the ICC
could declare Moreno-Oc-
ampo’s case inadmissible
and turn it over to Libya.
“The International Crimi-
nal Court acts when the
national system cannot
do it,” Moreno-Ocampo
said. “That’s why we are
here, to understand what
they are doing.”

In a statement before his
arrival, Moreno-Ocampo
called the arrest of Seif
al-Islam and al-Senoussi
“a crucial step in bring-
ing to justice those most
responsible for crimes
committed in Libya.”
Libya’s new leaders have
not yet established a
functioning court system,
and have been struggling
to put together a new
transitional government
since Gadhafi’s fall. Later
Tuesday, interim Prime
Minister Abdurrahim el-
Keib was expected to an-
nounce the members of
his new Cabinet.

Seif al-Islam, who was
once the face of reform
in Libya and who led his
father’s drive to emerge
from pariah status over
the last decade, was cap-

tured Saturday by fighters
from the small western
mountain town of Zintan
who had tracked him to
the desert in the south of
the country. He was then
flown to Zintan, 85 miles
(150 kilometers) south-
west of Tripoli, where he
remains in a secret loca-
tion.

In new video footage tak-
en the day of his capture
and obtained by The As-
sociated Press, Seif al-
Islam warns his captors
that Libya’s regions that
united to oust Gadhafi will
turn against each other
“in a couple of months or
maximum one year,” sug-
gesting the country will
descend into infighting.
There have been signs in
recent months of grow-
ing tensions among Lib-
ya’s powerful regions,
and even after Gadhafi’s
fall in August and after
his capture and killing in
October, the country’s
numerous and sometime
competing revolutionary
factions have refused to
disarm, raising fears of
new violence and instabil-
ity. The regions, backed
by bands of armed fight-
ers, are able to act auton-
omously, even on issues
of the highest national
interest.

In the video, revolutionary
fighters stand around Seif
al-Islam, who is seated in
a green chair. Three of his
fingers are heavily ban-
daged, and he occasion-
ally winces from the pain.

Lebanese Army under fire in Bekaa

BEIRUT: A Lebanese
Army patrol came under
fire in the Bekaa town
of Arsal overnight as it
chased several wanted
men, a military commu-
niqué said Tuesday.

The report issued by the
army headquarters said
a military patrol “came
under fire and attack by
a large number of people
who surrounded the pa-
trol Monday evening.”

The statement said two
army vehicles were se-
verely damaged.

It said army troops, al-
ready deployed in Arsal,
were called in to dis-
perse the crowd.

The hunt for the wanted
men, who are wanted on
various crimes and fled
to an unknown destina-
tion, continued Tues-
day, the communiqué
added.
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Beirut to host international military and security conference

ISF commander Maj. Gen. Ashraf Rifi speaks during a news conference in Beirut,
Lebanon, Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2011. (The Daily Star)

BEIRUT: Some 1173
companies from 28
countries around the
world will take part in a
three-day exhibition on
modern military and se-
curity technology and
policy at Downtown’s
BIEL next week, securi-
ty and military officials
announced  Wednes-
day.

Two years after the
first Security Middle
East Show was held in
Beirut, the exhibition
will return to Lebanon
under the sponsorship
of Prime Minister Najib
Mikati, the Lebanese
Army and the Internal
Security Forces.
Organized by the Insti-
tute for Near East & Gulf
Military Analysis, which
is based in Dubai, the
exhibition will focus
on counter-terrorism,
search and rescue op-
erations, border securi-
ty, information security
and fire-fighting mea-
sures.

Speaking at a news
conference at the
ISF’s headquarters in
Ashrafieh Wednesday,
ISF commander Maj.
Gen. Ashraf Rifi said the
exhibition would pro-
vide Lebanese security
bodies the opportunity
to exchange expertise
with foreign security
and military institutions
to better safeguard the
country against secu-
rity threats.

Rifi told The Daily Star
that it is no longer pos-
sible to tackle security
threats through tradi-
tional methods.

“We have to look for-
ward in advancing our
security institutions
so that they base their
security measures on
modern technological
methods that respect
human rights,?? he
said, adding that Leba-
non should regain its
unique position in the
region as a country
known for respecting
human rights.

The exhibition will start
on Nov. 28 and will be
open to the public on
Nov. 29 and 30, when
special units from the
Army and ISF will per-
form live drills.

At the news confer-
ence, Rifi also told re-
porters that the country
needs to strengthen its
security capabilities.
“We have pledged
to protect this coun-
try together with the
Lebanese Army and
other security institu-
tions .. and today we
are working together
to strengthen this na-
tion,? ? he said.

Rifi also said that Leba-
nese security institu-
tions need to boost
their capacity to fight
terrorism.

“This exhibition is also
to invest in security
measures against ter-

rorism, which has be-
come the world’s num-
ber one enemy,?? he
noted.

Karim Sinjari, the interi-
or minister of the Kurd-
ish Regional Govern-
ment in Iraq, will brief
the conference Monday
on the region’s expetri-
ence in counter-terror-
ism and security.

His presentation will be
followed by a discus-
sion on the role of me-
dia in security by the
secretary-general  of
Arab Interior Ministers,
Mohammad Ben Ali Ko-
man.

Speaking on behalf of
army commander Gen-
eral Jean Kahwagi, Brig.
Gen. Antoine Njeim
praised the SMES and
called on the security
institutions and compa-
nies taking part in this
year’s SMES to share
their expertise.

“This year’s exhibition
will be a chance for ex-
changing expertise on
upcoming [military and
security] challenges,? ?
said Njeim.

In addition to the United
States and the United
Kingdom, which took
part in the first exhibi-
tion SMES 2009, this
year’s exhibition will
also host companies
from Russian and Chi-
nese companies, as
well as from Jordan,
Iraq, Iran, Egypt and the
UAE.

Funding flurry as STL chief visits

BEIRUT: The head of the U.N.-
backed Special Tribunal for
Lebanon held talks with Leb-
anese leaders Wednesday
on the STL’s work as Prime
Minister Najib Mikati reiter-
ated Lebanon’s commitment
to U.N. resolutions, saying he
was pursuing his efforts to
pay Lebanon’s share to the
court’s budget within the le-
gal deadline.

In the meantime, ministe-
rial sources said that efforts
were under way to find a so-
lution for the divisive issue
of paying Lebanon’s dues
to the STL in order to avoid
a Cabinet vote that could put
the fate of the government
into jeopardy.

Sir David Baragwanath, the
new STL president, met with
Sleiman, Mikati and Foreign
Minister Adnan Mansour to
brief them on the tribunal’s
work on his first visit to Bei-
rut amid signs that Mikati is
prodding his Hezbollah-dom-
inated Cabinet for a quick
action on paying Lebanon’s
more than $30 million share
to the tribunal’s funding
ahead of a Dec. 15 deadline.
Baragwanath, New Zealand’s
judge, replaced Antonio
Cassese who died of cancer
last month. His visit came
as Mikati is coming under
mounting local and interna-
tional pressure to fund the
STL.

Baragwanath, accompanied
by the STL’s Vice President
Judge Ralph Riachy, briefed
Sleiman on the progress in
the tribunal’s work. The STL
president did not speak to re-
porters after the three meet-
ings, promising to make a
detailed statement at the end
of his visit.

STL spokesperson Marten
Youssef described Barag-
wanath’s visit as “very posi-
tive and productive” on all
fronts.

“The issue of the Security
Council was not raised. All
Lebanese authorities [Barag-
wanath] met with reiterated
in general the need to abide
by international obligations,”
Youssef told The Daily Star.
During his meeting with
Mikati at the Grand Serail,
Baragwanath discussed co-
operation between Lebanon
and the Netherlands-based
STL. Baragwanath  said

what was important was “to
achieve justice and bring
those involved in the crime”
[of Hariri’s assassination] to
book,” according to a state-
ment released by Mikati’s of-
fice. He added that Lebanon
was 11 months behind the
payment of its share to the
tribunal’s 2011 budget.

The tribunal’s 2011 budget is
$65.7 million, of which Leba-
non owes around $36 million.
Under U.N. Resolution 1151,
Lebanon has to pay 49 per-
cent of the court’s annual
budget.

During his meeting with Leb-
anese officials, Baragwanath
said that relevant states had
informed him that nothing
could delay or terminate the
tribunal’s work. He said he
expected the trial of suspects
in Hariri’s assassination to
take three years before ver-
dicts are announced, Leba-
nese sources said.

The STL has indicted four
Hezbollah  members in
Hariri’s killing and demanded
their arrests. Hezbollah lead-
er Sayyed Hasan Nasrallah
has rejected the indictment,
vowing never to turn over the
four suspects.

On Nov. 11 the STL convened
its first hearing to discuss the
viability of in absentia trials
against the four suspects.
Mikati renewed Lebanon’s
respect of international reso-
lutions, particularly Resolu-
tion1157 that established
the STL in 2001, including
the tribunal’s funding.

“I hope that the tribunal’s
work will remain in its legal
framework away from selec-
tivity or political exploitation,
while taking into account
observations by some relat-
ing to certain aspects of the
entire tribunal,” Mikati said
during the meeting with the
STL president.

He stressed that he was pur-
suing “the means to finalize
the file relating to [payment
of] Lebanon’s share in prep-
aration for taking the right
decision regarding funding
within the legal deadline,”
according to a statement re-
leased by Mikati’s office.

The Cabinet is expected
to discuss the issue of the
STL’s funding during its
meeting scheduled on Nov.
30 after Finance Minister Mo-

hammad Safadi sent a letter
to the Cabinet demanding
a loan from the treasury to
pay Lebanon ‘s share to the
STL’s funding.

The STL president is expect-
ed to meet with other Leba-
nese officials involved in the
work of the tribunal.
Meanwhile, the STL’s Trial
Chamber decided to await
response from Lebanese
authorities on their efforts
to arrest the accused before
deciding whether to begin
proceedings in absentia.

The STL’s funding is emerg-
ing as a major bone of con-
tention within the Cabinet
and also between the March
8 and March 14 camps. Mika-
ti is coming under pressure
from the opposition March
14 parties and international
powers to fund the STL. The
US has warned Lebanon it
could face “serious conse-
quences” should it fail to fi-
nance the tribunal.

Hezbollah and its March 8 al-
lies, which staunchly oppose
the STL altogether, let alone
funding it, have a majority in
the Cabinet and can block
any decision.

The parliamentary Future
bloc of former Prime Minister
Saad Hariri accused the gov-
ernment of stalling over the
payment of Lebanon’s share
to the STL’s funding. A state-
ment issued after the bloc’s
weekly meeting warned that
failure to honor Lebanon’s
international obligations,
particularly toward the STL’s
funding, will put the country
in “an extremely dangerous
and embarrassing situation.”
“The funding of the Special
Tribunal for Lebanon is a pri-
ority and a basic right for the
Lebanese and the parents of
the martyrs. Therefore, it is a
moral case with which Leba-
non must comply and fully
cooperate with this special
tribunal,” the statement said.
Amid the sharp split within
the Cabinet over the STL’s
funding, ministerial sources
said that efforts have been
intensified to reach a solu-
tion that allows the govern-
ment to approve the payment
of Lebanon’s share for 2011
without causing a crisis with-
in the Cabinet.

Despite Hezbollah’s opposi-
tion to the tribunal’s funde.
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Hezbollah, Amal stand by Iran, Syria against U.S., Israeli threats

March 8 supporters carry Hezbollah and Amal Movement flags along pic-

tures of Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hasan Nasrallah as they celebrate the

elections results outside the AUB campus in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednes-
day, Nov. 16, 2011. (Mahmoud Kheir/The Daily Star)

BEIRUT: Hezbollah and its
Shiite ally, the Amal Move-
ment led by Speaker Nabih
Berri, vowed Monday to stand
by Syria and Iran against U.S.
and Israeli threats to attack
the two countries.

A joint statement issued after
a meeting of the Hezbollah
and Amal commands in the
eastern city of Baalbek said
that the current turmoil in
Syria was part of an “interna-
tional conspiracy” targeting
Damascus for its support for
Arab and Muslim resistance
movements in the region.
The statement came amid
mounting international pres-
sures on Iran over its contro-
versial nuclear program and
against Syria over its bru-
tal crackdown on an eight-
month popular uprising de-
manding a regime change.
Hezbollah and Amal empha-
sized their “firm support for
the Islamic Republic in the
face of American and Israeli
threats,” the statement said.
“They said that what is hap-
pening in Syria is an interna-
tional conspiracy targeting
Syria’s rejectionist position
and its policies which sup-
port the Arab and Muslim
resistance movements, par-
ticularly in Palestine,” the
statement said.

Reiterating their solidarity
with Syria’s people, army and
institutions, Hezbollah and
Amal stressed that Lebanon
will never be “a conduit for
a conspiracy against sisterly
Syria.”

The two sides stressed the
unity of Muslims, rejecting
anything that harms the soli-
darity and unity of Muslims,
the statement said.

Earlier this month, Hezbollah
leader Sayyed Hasan Nasral-

lah accused Washington of
ramping up pressure on Iran
and Syria as a way to divert
attention from “America’s
defeat” as it withdraws its
troops from Iraq by the end
of the year.

Meanwhile, the president of
the U.N.-backed Special Tri-
bunal for Lebanon, Judge Sir
David Baragwanath, will be
visiting Lebanon this week
for the first time amid signs
that Prime Minister Najib Mi-
kati is pushing for a quick
Cabinet action to decide on
the divisive issue of paying
Lebanon’s share to the STL’s
funding ahead of a Dec. 15
deadline. He is accompanied
by the STL’s Vice President
Judge Ralph Riachy. Barag-
wanath replaced Antonio
Cassese who died of cancer
last month.

During the visit, Baragwanath
will meet President Michel
Sleiman and other Lebanese
officials who work with the
STL as well as agencies and
members of the academic
and legal community.

“I am honored to visit a
country of such great cul-
tural and legal traditions,”
Baragwanath said, accord-
ing to a statement released
by the STL. “The tribunal’s
judges consider themselves
not just international judges,
but also judges of Lebanon,
applying the criminal law of
Lebanon and respectful of its
sovereignty and its people. |
am determined that the work
of the tribunal be fair and ex-
peditious, with full respect of
the rights of the accused and
the interests of the victims.”
STL spokesperson Marten
Youssef said Baragwanath’s
visit to Lebanon had been
planned in advance, without
considering the timing of

funding. “It is his first trip to
Lebanon. The STL president
wishes to present himself to
Lebanon and listen,” Youssef
told The Daily Star. He could
not disclose the length of Ba-
ragwanath’s visit.

A source close to Mikati told
The Daily Star Sunday the
prime minister, who who is
under mounting local and in-
ternational pressure to fund
the STL, is speeding efforts
to have the Cabinet decide
on the issue of paying Leba-
non’s share to the tribunal’s
budget.

Hezbollah and its March 8
allies staunchly oppose the
STL altogether, let alone
funding it.

Nasrallah said last month that
Hezbollah is entirely against
the STL’s funding and called
for a vote within the Cabinet
if no agreement was reached
among the ministers on the
contentious issue.

Since Hezbollah and its
March 8 allies have a majori-
ty in Mikati’s 30-man Cabinet
and can block any decision,
Nasrallah’s declaration effec-
tively dashes any hope for
the government to approve
the payment of Lebanon’s
share to the STL’s funding.
Progressive Socialist Party
leader MP Walid Jumblatt re-
iterated his party’s support
for the STL’s funding, saying
this was in Lebanon’s na-
tional interest, while showing
understanding toward Hez-
bollah’s concerns over the
STL. Jumblatt, in his weekly
article to be published in the
PSP’s weekly newspaper Al-
Anbaa Tuesday, said: “It is
more suitable for Hezbollah,
while taking into account its
reservations after the release
of the indictment, to cooper-
ate positively in this issue in
order to reduce the intensity
of internal tension.”

On the unrest in Syria, Jum-
blatt said it has been proven
that the security crackdown
on protesters was not the
right approach to dealing with
the crisis. “The main gateway
to a solution remains a strict
implementation of the provi-
sions of the Arab initiative
and acceptance of observ-
ers,” he said. He was refer-
ring to a Nov. 2 Arab League
plan which called on the Syr-
ian government to withdraw
the military from restive cit-

ies, release prisoners and
launch a dialogue with the
opposition.

MP Ahmad Fatfat from former
Prime Minister Saad Hariri’s
parliamentary Future bloc ac-
cused the government of not
being serious about funding
the STL. He told the Voice of
Lebanon radio station that
if the issue of the tribunal’s
funding is put to a vote in the
Cabinet, it will be foiled by
Hezbollah and its allies.

The STL’s funding is emerg-
ing as a major bone of con-
tention within the Cabinet
and also between the March
8 and March 14 camps.
Mikati is coming under pres-
sure from the opposition
March 14 parties and inter-
national powers to honor
Lebanon’s commitments
and U.N. resolutions, includ-
ing the STL and its funding.
The U.S has warned Lebanon
it could face “serious con-
sequences” should it fail to
fund the STL.

Health Minister Ali Hasan
Khalil said he expected Syria
to emerge from its current
crisis and accused “some
politicians” — a reference to
the opposition March 14 par-
ties — of betting on a regime
change in Syria.

“We are confident that de-
spite all the current chal-
lenges, Syria is strong and
can emerge from its crisis.
Syria’s stability is [essential]
for Lebanon’s stability. Secu-
rity in Syria will bolster secu-
rity in Lebanon,” Khalil told
a ceremony opening a tumor
and blood diseases section
at the Nabatieh Government
Hospital Monday.

Hezbollah MP Mohammad
Raad said Syria, because of
Russia’s and China’s sup-
port, enjoys international
protection and is immune to
military aggression. He said
Syria still had many options
available to it in dealing with
its crisis.

“The supportive role for
Syria — Russia’s and China’s
veto at the [UN.] Security
Council — tells the world that
it is forbidden for anyone to
think of any military action
against Syria,” Raad told a
Hezbollah rally in the south-
ern town of Nabatieh. “No
aerial sanctions, no buffer
zones and no aggression
against Syria,” he said.

Arab League set to slap sanc-
tions on Syria

View of delegates during a meeting comprising of Arab league
Member states and Turkey to discuss a response to the crack-
down in Syria, in Rabat on November 16, 2011.

BEIRUT: The Arab League
is set to adopt sanctions
against Syria Thursday, Arab
diplomats told The Daily
Star, as France became the
first country to openly back
international intervention to
end the crisis, in the form of
humanitarian corridors.
Arab foreign ministers are
to meet Thursday in Cairo
to discuss the Syria crisis,
after rebuffing Syrian re-
quests for an amendment to
the League’s Nov. 2 initiative
that would see a 500-strong
observer mission to moni-
tor the full implementation
of the plan to remove troops
from cities and release po-
litical prisoners. The Arab
League suspended Syria’s
participation in meetings af-
ter it failed to implement the
agreement.

Arab diplomats told The Dai-
ly Star Wednesday that Syr-
ia’s Foreign Minister Walid
al-Moallem told the organi-
zation Syria is willing to sign
on to the plan on the condi-
tion the League add the re-
quested amendments, and
the League’s rebuttal. But,
the source said a League
committee would also refuse
that request Thursday and
that foreigh ministers would
press ahead with economic
sanctions. The source said
the League would also move
to freeze senior government
members’ assets held in
Arab countries.

After a meeting with SNC
Chairman Burhan Ghalioun
Wednesday French Foreign
Minister Alain Juppe de-
scribed Syria’s exiled op-
position National Council as
“the legitimate partner with
which we want to work,”
the biggest international
endorsement yet for the na-
scent opposition body.

He ruled out any military in-
tervention to create a “buffer

zone” in northern Syria but
suggested that a ‘“securi-
tized zone” may be feasible
to protect civilians and ferry
in humanitarian aid.

“If it's possible to have a
humanitarian dimension for
a securitized zone to pro-
tect civilians, that’s a ques-
tion which has to be studied
by the European Union on
the one side and the Arab
League on the other,” he told
a news conference. Further
details of the proposal were
not immediately available.
Until now, Western countries
have imposed economic
sanctions on Syria but have
shown no appetite for in-
tervention on the ground in
the country. France, the first
Western country to recog-
nize Libya’s opposition, has
been championing the cause
of pro-democracy protesters
in Syria, leading calls for a
U.N. Security Council reso-
lution to condemn the gov-
ernment’s crackdown.
Juppe said he had asked
to put on the agenda of the
next European Union meet-
ing the possibility of creat-
ing humanitarian initiatives.
European foreign ministers
meet next week, with lead-
ers convening the following
week.

International concern has
grown over Assad’s violent
crackdown on the eight-
month uprising, with Turk-
ish President Abdullah Gul
warning it threatened to
“drag the whole region into
turmoil and bloodshed.”

A day earlier, Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan criticized the “cow-
ardice” of Assad for turning
guns on his own people.
Erdogan spoke of the fate
of defeated dictators from
Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussoli-
ni to Moammar Gadhafi, and
bluntly told Assad to quit.
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UNIQUE WARTIME HERITAGE GIV-
EN STATE’S HIGHEST HERITAGE
PROTECTION

The ruin of an under-
ground bunker used
as Sydney Air Defence
Headquarters during
World War Il has been
given the State’s high-
est level of heritage pro-
tection.

Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes, today
announced that the ru-
ins of the Former Air
Defence Headquarters
complex located at
Condell Park, Sydney,
had been placed on the
State Heritage Register.
“The Former Air De-
fence Headquarters in
Western Sydney is the
only facility of the type
built in NSW during
World War Il. The under-
ground bunker was one
of four purpose built Air
Defence Headquarters
in Australia, of which
only three survive.

“It was the heart of the
Australian defence net-
work, where, in coop-
eration with Navy and
Army, Australian bomb-
ers and fighters were

controlled in defence
and attack against the
enemy.

“Today it is hard to ap-
preciate the need for a
purpose built Fighter-
Sector headquarters,
but during World War i,
the threat of naval and
aerial attack was con-
sidered high, especially
following the strike on
Sydney Harbour by Jap-
anese midget subma-

rines in 1942.

“The Condell Park site
came into operation in
January 1945 and was
an integral part of Aus-
tralia’s defence network
during the latter stages
of the War,” Mr. Brookes
said.

Representing an impor-
tant part of New South
Wales’ military history,
the deeply buried bun-
ker survives as an ar-
chaeological site and
is not accessible to the
public, protected by
landscaping.

The Former Air De-
fence Headquarters
Ruin, Sydney was pro-
posed for listing by the
Office of Environment
and Heritage’s Heritage
Branch under the Heri-
tage Council’s Thematic
Listings Program (2009-
11), which includes a
World War | & Il theme.
As a result of the list-
ing, any major works for
the site will be subject
to approval of the Heri-
tage Council of NSW, as
well as Bankstown City
Council.

“I congratulate the Heri-
tage Branch and the
Heritage Council in pre-
serving the importance
of this unique heritage
site and ask people to
respect its fragile re-
mains,” Glenn Brookes
said.

Media: Geoffrey Grasso
0421 778 671

Labor and the Greens made a deal over a tax cut for
foreign bank transactions to push through the URRT

Treasurer Wayne Swan listens to Assistant Treasurer Bill Shorten introduce the Minerals Resource Rent Tax Bill into Parliament.

Picture: Kym Smith Source: The Australian

LABOR will defer a tax cut
on financial transactions
involving foreign banks
under a deal with the
Greens to secure the pas-
sage of its mining tax.
The government will de-
lay for one year a cut to
interest withholding tax,
levied on payments by
Australian-based banks
that borrow from overseas
financial institutions.

The measure will deliver
the $20 million a year de-
manded by the Greens to
cover last-minute conces-
sions for small miners in
the minerals resource rent
tax.

The government and the
Greens had been accused
of doing a “secret” deal
after both sides refused to
divulge details of the mea-
sure following the pas-
sage of the MRRT about
2.45am this morning.
Treasurer Wayne Swan
hailed passage of the
$11.1 billion bill though
the House of Representa-
tives today.

“I's only fair the Aus-
tralian people receive a
share of that bounty which

comes from the mineral re-
sources they own 100 per
cent, | think this is a very
big win for Australia,” Mr
Swan said.

He rejected the opposition
criticism that Labor and
the Greens had done a
secret deal in the dead of
night to pass the bill.

“We agreed we would find
savings in the budget to
make room for a measure
to lift the threshold at
which the tax cuts in for
small mining companies,”
he told ABC radio.

Greens MP Adam Bandt
said the government sav-
ings were “fair and pro-
gressive”.

“We are satisfied that what
is going to happen is that
the $100 million shortfall
is not going to be met from
the public.”

The Greens are still re-
serving the right to alter
the tax in the Senate when
debate begins in the new
year, while Mr Swan said
he was confident the tax
would pass into law.
Assistant Treasurer Bill
Shorten said the the rate
of interest withholding tax

for foreign bank branches
that sourced funds from
overseas-based head of-
fices would now fall from
5 per cent to 2.5 per cent
in 2014-15, and would be
eliminated in 2015-16.
The rate of the tax on oth-
er Australian-based finan-
cial institutions borrowing
from overseas sources
would fall from 10 per cent
to 7.5 per centin 2014, and
to 5 per cent in 2015-16.
“The deferral announced
today was being contem-
plated for announcement
in the upcoming Midyear
Economic and Fiscal
Outlook, among a range
of savings measures re-
quired because fiscal cir-
cumstances have changed
due to global economic
events,” Mr Shorten said.
Mr Abbott, who has vowed
to rescind the tax, called
on the government to ex-
plain a funding shortfall
between the tax’s revenue
and associated expendi-
ture measures.

“Even on the govern-
ment’s own figures they
are going to spend $14
billion — they say they

are going to get $11 billion
but then they will have to
give $3 billion back to the
states,” he said.

“So there is a $6 billion
hole in the mining tax and
the government really
has to explain where the
money is going to come
from.”

He predicted Labor would
release a crisis mini-bud-
get because the govern-
ment was running out of
money, a claim disput-
ed by Treasurer Wayne
Swan.

Mr Swan said the Liberal
Party’s continuing oppo-
sition to the tax, despite
most mining companies
agreeing to pay it, was
proof the opposition was
controlled by vested inter-
ests.

The 30 per cent tax to
start on July 1, 2012 is ex-
pected to generate $11.1
billion to 2013/14, which
the government will put
towards a company tax
rate cut, infrastructure
and an increase in the su-
perannuation guarantee
rate from nine to 12 per
cent.
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2GB’s Alan Jones
breached radio code the
ACMA has found

Radio personality Alan Jones at the 2GB studios in Pyrmont, Syd-

ney. Picture: Anthony Reginato Source: The Daily Telegraph

Radio announcer Alan Jones has found to have breached the commercial

radio codes of practice. Picture: Sam Mooy Source: The Australian

SYDNEY radio host Alan
Jones breached commercial
radio codes of practice by
broadcasting factual inac-
curacies and failing to give
more than one viewpoint, the
broadcasting watchdog has
found.

The Australian Communica-
tions and Media Authority
(ACMA) says the breaches
relate to segments of The
Alan Jones Breakfast Show
broadcast on 2GB in Febru-
ary 2010.

“During the segments, Mr
Jones was highly critical of
the operation of native veg-
etation laws and their admin-
istration by the (then) NSW
Department of Environment
and Climate Change,” the

ACMA said.

“The ACMA found that 2GB
did not present nor take steps
to present more than one sig-
nificant viewpoint about the
operation and administration
of native vegetation laws in
NSW.”

The ACMA also found that
one of the segments con-
tained a factual error.

It did not uphold the com-
plainant’s allegation that
2GB breached the code rule
against broadcasting mate-
rial likely to encourage vio-
lence for its own sake.

The ACMA is in discussion
with 2GB about its response
to the breaches.

Comment is being sought
from 2GB.

Kyle Sandilands’ vile radio rant at female journalist over TV review

Kyle Sandilands and Jackie O on A Night with the Stars. Sandilands abused a news.com.au writer after she

reported on the Twitter reaction to his show. Picture: Channel Seven Source: Supplied

THE sponsors of the Kyle
and Jackie O show have
raised serious concerns
about Kyle Sandilands’
behaviour after he called
a female journalist a “fat
slag” on air, threatened
to “hunt her down” and
made derogatory re-
marks about her hair and
breasts.

Holden distanced itself
from the shock jock’s
highly personal attack on
the news.com.au writer,
which he made in re-
sponse to her report on
on Twitter reaction to his
TV show, A Night with the
Stars.

However, both Austereo,
which airs Sandiland’s
radio show, and Channel
Seven, which produced A
Night with the Stars, are
refusing to take any ac-
tion over his comments.
Sandilands said on his
2DayFM show yesterday
morning: “Some fat slag
on the Telegraph web-
site, sorry, news.com.au,
has already branded it a
disaster. You can tell by
reading the article she
just hates us. What a
fat bitter thing you are.
You’ve got a nothing job
anyway. You’re a piece of
s---."

His co-host Jackie O
joked that Sandilands
didn’t take criticism well.
Sandilands then named
the journalist and said:
“You are supposed to be

impartial, you little troll
... You’re a bullshit artist
girl. That’s what you are.
You should be fired from
your job.”

After Jackie O told listen-
ers that the article con-
tained a picture of the
journalist, Sandilands
said: “You haven’t got
that much titty to be wear-
ing that low cut a blouse.
Watch your mouth girl, or
I will hunt you down.”
Holden said it was disap-
pointed with Sandilands’
behaviour.

“Kyle Sandilands’ com-
ments do not on any way
reflect the views or opin-
ions of Holden and we
are very disappointed to
hear his personal attack
on a journalist. We have
raised our serious con-
cerns with the station di-
rectly. “

News.com.au asked
2DayFM if it stood be-
hind Sandilands and if
thought those sorts of
comments were accept-
able. It replied: “No com-
ment.” Channel Seven,
which also produces
Australia’s Got Talent on
which Kyle Sandilands is
a judge, was asked the
same questions and had
yet to reply at time of
publication.

This is not the first time
Sandilands has crossed
the line.

News.com.au can reveal
that the broadcasting

watchdog, ACMA,
posed a licence condition
on Austereo over Sandi-
lands’ on-air questioning
of a 14-year-old girl about
her sexual history.
Sandilands was pulled
off the air for two weeks
in 2009 after he invited
the girl to take a lie detec-
tor test. The girl revealed
she had been raped, to
which Sandilands replied
“so that’s the only expe-
rience you’ve had?”.
Sandilands fired
from his job as Australian
Idol host over the affair
and Optus withdrew its
online advertising from
his radio show.
Psychologists said the
stunt was tantamount to
child abuse and called for
the show to be cancelled.
However, 2DayFM’s own-
ers, Austero, refused to
dump Sandilands and
insisted he had not been
suspended.

ACMA was unable to in-
vestigate Sandilands and
hit Austereo with an En-
forceable Undertaking,
which would have re-
sulted in heavy fines, be-
cause of a legal loophole.
The licence condition im-
posed on Austereo over
the affair concerns child
welfare.

im-

was

TRANSCRIPT OF 2DAY-
FM SHOW

Kyle: Some fat slag on

the Telegraph website,
sorry, the news.com.au,
has already branded it a
disaster. You can tell by
reading the article she
just hates us, and has
always hated us. She
trawled through the twit-
ter comments and pulled
out all the bad comments
and ran them. What a fat
bitter thing you are, you
deputy editor of an online
thing. You’ve got a noth-
ing job anyway. You’re a
piece of shit.

Jackie O: You take criti-
cism so well. | don’t think
| heard Hamish and Andy
do this when this hap-
pened.

Kyle:  don’t care. Hamish
and Andy handle their
things the way that they
do. But this low thing,
... | can tell you, you are
supposed to be impartial,
you little troll.

Jackie O: Is it in the TV
section?

Kyle: No, it’'s on news.
com.au. (Reads out the
review.) “video killed the
radio star. Shock jock
Kyle Sandilands and
Jackie O are maybe the
latest airwave talent to
fall victim of the small
screen. Within minutes of
the radio duo’s highly an-
ticipated program a night
with the stars premiered,
fans had already taken to
twitter to pronounce the
90-minute special ‘awk-
ward and a ‘disaster’.
You’re a bullshit artist,
girl. That’s what you are.
You should be fired from
your job. And your hair.
Your hair is very 90s.
Jackie O: They’ve put a
picture of her?

Kyle: Yeah, and your
blouse. You haven’t got
that much titty to be wear-
ing that low cut a blouse.
Watch your mouth, girl,
or | will hunt you down.
Jackie O: You have got
to learn to take it on the
chin a little bit.

Kyle: No. Even people |
hate, | give them the ben-
efit of the doubt.
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House S

eaker Harry Jenkins resigns

Harry Jenkins after he announced he would step down as the Speaker of the House of Represen-

tatives, leaves Parliament House in Canberra. Picture: Kym Smith Source: The Australian

A DEAL has been done to
give Labor an extra num-
ber in minority government
by pushing aside Harry
Jenkins as speaker and re-
placing him with maverick
Liberal backbencher Peter
Slipper.

Both sides expect an elec-
tion for speaker within
hours and Peter Slipper to
be the endorsed candidate
of the Labor Party.

The Coalition has formally
been informed Mr Slipper
is standing as speaker.

It has resolved not to run a
Coalition candidate for the
post, ensuring Mr Slipper’s
election.

Mr Slipper is expected to
resign from the party, after
a series of internal wran-
gles, to enable him to be-
come speaker.

Sources said Mr Jenkins
visited Ms Gillard in her of-
fice at 7.30am on thursday
where his resignation was
discussed.

The Prime Minister the
contacted Leader of the
House Anthony Albanese,
who spoke to Mr Slipper
about 8.30am.

It’s understood Mr Slipper
agreed to be Labor’s can-
didate for the post, after
which Mr Albanese called
a meeting of caucus.
Caucus members said Mr
Jenkins decision was com-
pletely unexpected.

One said the move could
be designed to shore up
Labor's numbers in the
chamber ahead of a stoush
next year on poker ma-
chine pre-commitment leg-
islation, demanded by in-
dependent Andrew Wilkie.
The theory is that the
Prime Minister may have

prevailed upon Mr Jen-
kins to stand aside as
the demands of the inde-
pendents, particularly Mr
Wilkie, take their toll on the
government.

There is concern among
MPs about the mounting
financial and political cost
of dealing with the Greens
and the crossbench inde-
pendents.

Government sources said
the change of speaker
would not alter its position
on any of its commitments
to the independents.

But it’s speculated that if
Labor gained an extra vote
in the House it would be
able to back away from its
poker machine reform deal
with Mr Wilkie, which has
many Labor MPs in fear of
losing their seats.

Mr Wilkie has threatened
to end the minority gov-
ernment if it failed to in-
troduce a mandatory pre-
commitment scheme.

But Labor MPs are also
concerned about whether
Mr Slipper, if he became
Speaker, would operate in
a bipartisan way.

Mr Jenkins has visited
the Governor-General this
morning to make his resig-
nation official.

Opposition leader Tony
Abbott said he’d had no
notice of the move and he
believed something “ex-
traordinary” had occurred.
In a statement to Parlia-
ment, Speaker Jenkins
said he’d divorced himself
from party political matters
in order to carry out his du-
ties in a non-partisan man-
ner.

“In this era of minority gov-
ernment | have progres-

sively become frustrated
at this stricture,” he said.
“My desire is to be able to
participate in policy and
parliamentary debate, and
this would be incompatible
with continuing in the role
of Speaker.

“As a consequence, when |
vacate the Chair at the end
of this short statement | will
visit the Governor-General
to tender my resignation
as Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

“l thank all members for
their co-operation which
they have dispensed to
varying degrees depend-
ing upon the individual.”
Mr Slipper has become in-
creasingly estranged from
his party amid a push for
Howard government min-
ister Mal Brough to be pre-
selected in his seat.

The Queensland LNP last
night deferred a move to
deal with Mr Slipper, who
recently infuriated his par-
ty by inviting Foreign Min-
ister Kevin Rudd to a com-
munity event in his seat.
Opposition Leader Tony
Abbott thanked Mr Jenkins
for “serving this parlia-
ment with distinction for
four years”.

“It is a remarkable thing for
this parliament to witness
out of the blue the resig-
nation of the speaker,” he
said.

“One must assume that’s
something extraordinary
is happening in the Labor
party at the moment for the
speaker to resign his of-
fice,” he said

Mr Abbott said the Coali-
tion would support who-
ever Labor proposed to
replace Mr Jenkins..

Forecast high winds worry WA crews
battling to control fires

Fire crews battle a mas-
sive bushfire blaze in El-
len Brook and surround-
ing areas near Margaret
River in southwest WA
as residents flee. Source:
PerthNow

FIRE fighters battling a
blaze which has already
destroyed 20 homes
in Western Australia’s
southwest are bracing for
shocking weather condi-
tions which may put more
homes at risk.

Residents in the areas ex-
pected to be most at risk
will receive an emergen-
cy text message alert on
thursday morning warn-
ing them to evacuate im-
mediately or stay and de-
fend their homes.

The two areas most affect-
ed Prevelly and Gnarabup
which sit right on the
coast just out of the Mar-

garet River town centre.
Wind gusts of up to
65km/h are expected by
9am (WST) and Depart-
ment of Environment and
Conservation spokesman
Tim Folly said this would
put the fire in the path of
the coastal homes. The
wind direction should see
the Margaret River town
centre spared from the
blaze.

Authorities say the fire
that broke out from a con-
trolled burn in national
park on Wednesday is 85
pert cent contained, after
engulfing 1800 hectares
and forcing hundreds to
evacuate their homes.
With at least 200 firefight-
ers expected to be on the
ground today, a spokes-
man for the Department of
Environment and Conser-
vation says it’s too early

to put an exact figure on
the number of homes
lost.

“In a couple of hours we
should be better equipped
onwhat’s been damaged,”
he said.

Of greatest concern is the
southern front of the fire,
with winds gusts of up to
55km/h predicted.

“We are now getting to
a critical phase,” the
spokesman said.

“If winds push that fire to
the southwest, those fires
could hit Prevelly.”

Extra firefighters will be
deployed to secure that
front of the fire, which
started in the Leeuwin-
Naturaliste National Park,
about 280km out of Perth.
“If we can get through the
next couple of hours here,
things are looking good,”
the spokesman said.

Sinking in the Slipper to restore some order to Parly

Peter Sleepier won’t be able to do this on the big chair. Pic: Glen

McCurtayne.

Tony Abbott could have
done more to look after
Peter Slipper as ambitious
enemies lusted after his
cushy Queensland seat of
Fisher. But he didn’t.

Slipper, or Slippery Pete
as his nickname goes,
has looked after himself
by quitting the Liberals
and taking up a Labor of-
fer to become Speaker
replacing the estimable
Harry Jenkins. There is
no formal requirement for
the speaker to be from the
party of government.

He knew he was going to
be kicked out of Fisher in
favour of former Liberal
minister Mal Brough, so
he moved first.

There is more than mere
bruised party pride at
stake. The numbers in the
chamber will move from
75-74, when Government
MPs are combined with
independents, to 76-73.
This means less pres-
sure to win over all cross
bench MPs on legislation,
giving the Government a
tiny buffer. It also means

it will be able to depend
less on its uncomfort-
able engagement with
the Greens, through their
Lower House MP Adam
Bandt, to get things done.
Opposition MPs  will
blame everyone else for
this dramatic switch, but
might also make a close
inspection of their own
candidate management.
After doing much to make
it clear he is on politi-
cal death row, they can’t
be surprised he walked
away.

Tony Abbott said the res-
ignation of Harry Jenkins
showed minority gov-
ernment doesn’t work,
and the Jenkins resigna-
tion means Julia Gillard
should call an election.
But his insistence there is
a crisis doesn’t ring true.
This demeans Jenkins,
who is to be believed
when he says he quit as
Speaker to spend his fi-
nal term in Parliament as
a back bench MP taking
part in debates
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