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AUSTRALIAN FEDERATION
OF ISLAMIC COUNCILS INC.

HEAD OFFICE

932 Bourke Street, Zetland
Sydney NSW 2017

PO BOX 7185 SSBH,
Alexandria NSW 2015
AUSTRALIA

Tel: (02) 9319 6733

Fax: (02) 9319 0159
admin@afic.com.au

www.afic.com.au

MELBOURNE OFFICE
66-68 Jeffcott Street West
Melbourne VIC 3003
AUSTRALIA

Tel: (03) 9329 1228

Fax: (03) 9329 1677
aficmelb@bigpond.com

AFIC SCHOOLS

Malek Fahd Islamic School
Tel: (02) 9642 8766

Fax: (02) 9642 5479

Islamic School of Brishane
Tel: (07) 3841 3645
Fax: (07) 3841 4320

Islamic College of SA
Tel: (08) 8340 7799
Fax: (08) 8340 9988

Langford Islamic College
Tel (08) 9458 5206
Fax: (08) 9258 5661

Islamic School of Canberra
Tel: (02) 6241 9554
Fax: (02) 6241 5448

« Halal Certification & Accreditation
« Muslims Australia Magazine

« Islamic Schools Projects

o Zakat & Charitable Services

« Imams & Religious Services

« Dawah Work

« Interfaith Dialogue

« Palitical Advocacy

MEMBER STATE COUNCILS
Muslim Council of NSW
Islamic Council of VIC
Islamic Council of LD
Islamic Council of WA
Islamic Council of SA
Islamic Council of ACT
Istamic Council of NT
Islamic Council of TAS
Islamic Council of
Christmas Island

MEMBER SOCIETIES
Over 100

W
L4

PRESS RELEASFE"

4 November 2011

EID-UL-ADHA MESSAGE

THE STAFF AND THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF MUSLIMS AUSTRALIA
(AFIC) EXTEND SINCERE GREETINGS TO THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY OF
AUSTRALIA ON THE OCCASION OF £ID UL ADHA, HAJJ MABROOR TO ALL
WHO HAVE MADE THE JOURNEY TO PERFORM HAJJ. WE PRAY AND LOOK
FORWARD TO YOUR SAFE RETURN, INSHA ALLAH.

EID UL ADHA IS ALSO A TIME FOR SACRIFICE IN THE GREAT TRADITIONS
OF OUR PROPHETS. WE ALSO REFLECT ON THE PLIGHT OF THOSE LESS
FORTUNATE AND THOSE WHO ARE SUFFERING AT THIS TIME.

I TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY ON BEHALF OF THE MUSLIMS OF AUSTRALIA TO
ALSO EXTEND OUR GOOD WISHES TO ALL AUSTRALIANS OF ALL FAITHS
ON THIS AUSPICIOUS OCCASION OF EID UL ADHA : PRAY FOR PEACE,
HARMONY AND GOODWILL AMONG ALL AUSTRALIANS, AND ALL OVER THE
WORLD. v

o

MAY GOD FILL EVERYONE'S LIFE WITH ABUNDANCE OF JOY, PEACE

AND HAPPINESS.
<+
Yy
14

“Kul Amm Wa Antum Bi ]

WY
hair”- -+
Eid Mubarak
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Sydney KSW 2017
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Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC)

United Australian Lebanese Movement

Cordially invites you to the

2011 Annual BBQ Day

SUNDAY 27th November, 2011

11AM start

Parramatta

per family
15299 299 - Anthony 0404 850 501
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1. Trying to make other
people hate or act violently
towards others because of
their culture, ethnicity or
background, is against the
law.

1) Trying isn’t against the
law, but making them act
violently is.

2) It is correct

3) It is only illegal to act
violently, not trying, or
making other people to do
SO.

4) It is correct, except in
cases of cultures or ethnicities
not officially approved in
Australia.

2. What is the biggest annual
public event in Australia?

1) Australia Day

2) Christmas Day

3) New Years Day

4) Anzac Day

3. When did the European
settlement start?

1) When the first 11 convict
ships arrived on 26 January
1788

2) In 1901, when colonies
became a confederation

Wales and Victoria
4) In 1788, when Australia
was discovered

4. The Capital of South
Australia is

1) Darwin

2) Brisbane

3) Adelaide

4) Hobart

5. What colour on the
Australian Aboriginal Flag
represents the earth?

1) Red

2) Yellow

3) White

4) Black

dngna G|

Correct answers:

I Question 1: 2
IT Question 2: 1
III Question 3: 1
IV Question 4: 3
V Question 5: 1
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e Be reliable

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control
(Events)

e RSA certificate

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we’re always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must:

e Hold a first Aid certificate
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
No recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au
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(Bell Tower Centre)

Unit 24/ 191 Parramatta Rd.
Auburn, NSW 2144

Tel: 8756 3600 - Fax: 8756 3699
Email: safwat@ozemail.com.au

EAGLE VALE INSURANCE SERVICES
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, OPTION A FORMWORK Pty Ltd
BILLY FRANCIS

optionaforrmwork@yakos comau

\

Active Insurance Management
For Your Business

o Workers' Compensation for your Employees
o Insurance when starting up a Business
o Public Liability Insurance for your Trade Work
o Home Construction Insurance
Your Specialist AMP Advisers

165C Wattle Street Bankstown
Call us Today
029707 3077
Mob: 0414 309 360

email: danny@eaglevaleinsurance.com.au

Gl obl Aeclgall L
Dekkan Servwell Pty Ltd ABN 52 110 494 507 trading as Eaglevale Insurance Services are
Authorised Representatives of AMP Gl Distribution Pty Ltd
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McDonald’s, Punchbowl
1171 Canterbury Rd

HALAL CERTIFIED

NOW

t(:.‘ opeéen 24 hours
DRIVE-THRU ONLY

.......................Q..........................’.....

Buy One, Get One
FREE Big Mac

Valid until 31/11/11 at McDonald’s, Punchbowl

PARENT/CARER MUST BE PRESENT FOR A CHILD UNDER 14 YEARS TO REDEEM THIS VOUCHER.
Hand in this voucher when ordering to receive offer. Limit of one voucher per person per day. Not to be used to
discount any other offer or a McValue Meal® purchase. Available after 10.30am.
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McDonald’s. Rockdale

603 Princes Highway

FAMILY VALUE DINNER BOX"
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FAMIL
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At participating restaurants only. ‘Coca-Cola’ and the Contour Bottle are registéred trademarks of The Coca-Cola Company.
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41 Waterloo Rd, 128 Haldon 179 Merrylands
Punchbowl St, Rd,
97503300 Lakemba Merrylands
L iy dws Qs || 97509766 A= 2 9760 1886 )

OPEN DAYS 333 GUILDFORD RD, GUILDFORD

3PN uesrs  TEL: 9632 6890

LOWEST PRIVATE PRESCRIPTION PRICES EVERYDAY AFTER $30

CASHBACK ON

UPGRADE

: I:hal::etes Care

.FreeSlyle NO
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D rnum EVERYDAY BLOOD
GLUCOSE AND
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TESTING
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ABN 95000180 389MSE110630114126




Page 23

Saturday 12 November 2011

the middie east

.;Il,-._,';i’ll

ARR R HIRYPR-SR R Qv YY indua

Loyl8l elaly lil Jle Lai)by;

Lallgaly
Sl go las danew Ll iy Jod
d—-—~m-u 1258 8)9,mny  cbadl

by g clis OB oty (pogle
g a1 ddlall bl le il
;l),«.: U.Lc lgla&_ng d.uul)..\.ll U.Lc
o cabug )aiﬂg u_n.ll O )Lsu..\lll
6-‘-"9 & c\.._u;.ll il Gl gl
d).m Y &R pIl ol ‘J.n.lA
Lol Joweall il

doleiy dua acy Ly sliall
GWIL 59,8 plell  caagicl
adl guati CulS Ly cuB8ag dyullg
Copall Jass il gall 9o plall 9
a¥lag JS B anla gl lagidg
BLall

Aoy b bt dedhe ¥
OAD dreS (b a?!
Y et i

dpw¥l dLa 5 dlueall Sl
lyaes 20 d.cl_t‘..u Hl dlo\S.mJl
Gaxig polell Jraxi Gle Gilustig

lall
S s, ol eliwall dlally
2 ) Ty Jlive G
,oll-clll.- é)lal el u.la.a;\s é)aLn.dlg
P plagsi daaly o cIlaivly
aloe culasg jlig cuglu g9 dadlg
Sl B Gugaill e Wghuss
il cagrn il sl
ISl (8 29 A (A

AabLdl p.l..g 8 yollg
298 idwa (A ol g
Jhosall (8 culowy o 8als Il Ly y g
OA.Ll c_|)|) LS L@-I)l) U.I.” U.lLu.L“
B laially Laly hiws Ly
8ol cuhael Gill oLl ells § o<l
Lla ulgs u.dg.-g)--mﬂ Ol Aol
PR S350l o ll Ak (el
el cuetigig daidhjguag Ll il

> o
\ |
<\ ]

Gugal pS) gud

‘*"’-" C-b‘-’ apsm

>

M‘MY sy pladl pSalf gﬂg&" o gt | o) o Aty 5l

(i) g ST a1 iy pladl ySadl agdl emi3ondl sy *

Aol @wlalgall cala all as,
dlabag dligh dLl&s aso Lyl 08 LSy
ol Iyl pall aja 3o, aiylai e
sl pag dalew pohil Al passe) Gha
gaall aa duihgll &agliall Jlalg Lall
Lt b JS goftian  Gudll Gigaaeall

.(ye dadg LalS LAl 19 doWd

oty plE aglall Lo Gl el Ji8
Adally elaia¥l GogBll 5)guall cjall
Sybip acy pleil ¥l Jualiall sl
sle cuadly JLadll b a8la ) dadas
omoo8ll (L8 s oSl cndas ad
ol guan B duihgll dS,all Gljalg
99 @lpalae dac GAllg  ddl mwdl

Egbs Jleif o diige lagkae 39 chay

| WA Tlas b i
$ylokd oukiad o (s p rmiad (J2
il aaall lala-

oabll GBI s oA SVl o «_‘,54
bl plell Geadll CiiSs (A Galall J9guasll ul
JYs olgse dibull Lavgzenl dlgall deSasll
G daasll alsl 2l qAAIA Sl 8850 pad
d&ig0 culogles Laud 4)9| Ol & JLila daSaqll
bl aljlaiayl jleas gla Jlaaal e
JLsel daa q's Ol e durdyy clugally
S Al

o8l 5allg ,oll.cﬁll )Lb.ll «_uaml cdgknll om as
all caja ul RE co).me.ll a.x.q;.n AA\L: uk ulS l.:l
508 osadgiall aelighy Le Alida AT plSa (A
ﬁ-\‘mmwr&@szwsauh‘u‘ﬂw
Lotlaninl olg cdllaall julos deaall s3a ol yill
(orpilisl gllens Gl Elga plliasl iy el
oYl sletely o puall Toss LeSlomil Laale cileg
acled Gl (A Lyiladea agaal Lyjglaig «dad hall
Lpoladinl doags 1SSy bl

dolaall olevieal wie alll iy 33ly B8gw Y dld
N [ Y PN RSP SEYCTE R PR
i cloill Foa, 23k il sly oAl 33,
oyliiel Gl elld saiy ahlgs Ll ciaSasll 03a
Ll LRl pagl Llgs daay Lol ol
ablagl je jusly dagliall 3)gua aagdii
ol Gle dalga

A8 hy ki JYa bl c)aLm cill ylg
Gl B ol Lngiall sVl 6yl i
gidi S0 ki cé).xl dx (0 Lol Yl e lgall
IXEY cu.nl.A.ll =aaill Lytiijgang d.n.lg..\.ll daSayll
BALAall.ml ceadiall » B8 iei Y dual
202 ol §ys8all &eanll Gow (pall Lilsall
o ale paliin FLaS Jas gl gl paalel
Lrb-llg wibuablly cyliadl J8Lae¥l s
S B iy Saslgll Bus Al Jilay g5 )
fas Ol plasdl angi U8 il dlly cdleid
uﬂikuuuadmu‘lwg_um.@AJ|dmm‘l
il gall daSaall Lowd s il ol ypadill Llaa
8ay (saalg c._nilLA.-}ll ol Lei8y il o
gall lag il adg ¢I3T1E ) s cxdilell
8,58 aall daSanall Laing daa (0 ey Sl

ool e Llaall 593 0 Joo (0 dlin Jo
rlall 35 (e gl A8 (3 Lol o
Looeill clel pYl uald caglys’ &ilSaly JYa
Gl 130 jluss geanedi B uandl A JLils
oblals (Al alaall sls )93 Al 88 2
6l sl b 1J¥a Galaall dghd Ll L8las Jo,
0agn eVl ey MYl wiw &l Y1 Gia Jolo
(ol ¥l Jleaa¥l B Bl i gl 8 Saall
Lojd ail Jo&i cgaie §,8lguall cilogloall cchusillg
dasaa allail @byl Elgall deSasll jouatiu
043 pedlig clll Lia e d..ALAl rablie Jolhas
bl o)l gl &3V el 0

Gl glhy (A jaasw )b b 1glilsle duasg
lowsdi degonall o o plal elyli dagaall
s JUE| @l Gl Al olail gudlys
bl Bales (lgse o IS JLaEl Gilglaag s gl
ol

Gl bl ao¥l a1 Gle pllake Gisig
Of ¢Ib oy waddl dlle cagy ply G
sgena culdlfielg allitl (B olusall gold islsal
Sl Logandy ol ladyai ¥ clowl (0 0029 28,
onti LS gl Jusall ol 84 . uail 3 ualill
clual sy ailidee pl8 bl cl88asl) A
i yjall i yoS g biieasll Ghg dihis (3 slagall
ple g oy il culid (b cago)lall i jsS
coluwgall daliagl ¥--0 I aes LA ngg Y- -odl
69ls T il gdhinly sa) Jloels pld LS
bl Laagiwl Gl s AV Jilal 0 aacy
i L83 Y aLuagall

Lb9m duye Jgo dujlan uL.l.sLo aesiun Yy
JSiwl o Laeial dalulll a.u.a‘:ll o).q,;’:ll Sle
G pesill Ll ssig @, ga il
oy e Jueall 13 A4S d8 2l enliydall
D8 131 g iyl » I (g8 8 o)
ma ol o on e e Juas

3.
4

el o] | gl
pail bl e dlag Yl
pall Sl ek el phlg
Lage BANI le Laja oS4

W g b addlgd  ag
opie slgle o el g
A ke h B o

Aaily  GRIN Gle alii ek
Audl s gl ojhe (0
bt palpi pa bl s

ror gl Gl (e sla, Ligh
T Sl i
paiily aldayl Gl Gle Al
00 G bl Gl Lgle
PO ISP RV
Lalhs jpull dgpa (0 83) L
ja gl ple Ga gl
sadja plaadly ) sl
puily gliall ge s)lgi el
Grber po b il il
Fislly agall Gal slu G Ja
fade i WllT Ggs g
R il Bl e Ll
Lii loblagl A it phllg
ey Jolas S low olid
b LA o G L) L
A il B bl o Y
dilp Skl @ Gl 1
A3 ol olig¥l B Vae by
i ale¥l s GEN 13
pally - Jlailly eyl phsy
awhe ol s¥s by ol
AU GEE sy Ll Al

By ok lagl dby laa
pily alall ge ghe §) oS
g dib i b Laags s
Mg ol i p Liga
Lb bl 3 zacn ole L
hin ol pldYl Gl o saa
Lags gl 3y B Loly L
Al gl Los Lige Cuo b
puitbe plaall ga Jew il
A8 bl s il
S8 alll Jgum) ple plA
Kl plell mai cleall ol
alaia sl cga daladll a8
A Ldlie Gl ool Lok
lolgad  gpally lais  Gamalld
AB ey Jb o ladnp ally

\_ JE’.""*'" ‘3‘3!’.‘ o Y,




the middie ea:

.

Yo G et VY sl Y $ indua

Y [ |

OJ)gke

Page 24 Saturday 12 November 2011
Melbourne
@ didg dlea IPS Security @
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy
change! IPS O'h"
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (48 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)}.d‘
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of o .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ O'G
suitable to join our team you must: . e
e Hold a first Aid certificate <t 4-1-4-‘-',,,
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &‘ ﬂS—ﬂ?‘?
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s W .
e Speak fluent English J'Aﬁ‘j 0>
e Have excellent presentation Kg.qﬁ‘ P )ﬁ' f
e Bereliable S e e
We have the following security positions available; )hﬂ‘-j dalnd!
Crowd Control o es
(Events) Awdlee
o RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions sk sksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions .. & e .
available. A8 o
Previous Applicants need not apply 994 ”
No recruitment companies aia
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S "‘J'“'" ‘“,ﬁ a2)
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jalad! 2 9iag

_l Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_
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Electrical Contracting
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Tel/Fax: 03 9391 0686
Mb: 04 1794 9650

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961

www.totospizzahouse.com

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053
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Pizza — Pasta — Steak — Seafood
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511 Wendell St, Brunswick VICTORIA

Tel: 03 9380 8789
www.NSM.com.au
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‘World Lebanese Cultural Union of Victoria Inc.
PO Box 299 Essendon North Vic. 3041

ww.wlcu.com.a

ual.um <@ sinall dl.\.u Jasw
PETREN s um
Ray Bramham Gardens Preston

Corner of Bell Street & St. Georges Road,
Preston, Victoria
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BELUESTAR

logistics
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Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.

9

HEAD OFFICE MELEDURNE

2432 Stanley Drive Somerion, Vic 3062

Tek (03) 9308 0880 - Fax: {03) 9308 0506

SYDNEY: BRISBANE: ADELAIDE: PEF
155155 Newloa Rd 1IN Beesleigh Rd 6 Georpe Sirest &8 McDm
Tek (02) 6787 9500 Tel: {07} 3344 7400 | Tek (08) 8787 GBGS | Td: (0€) 5
Fac (02) Faxc (O7] 3344 7500 | Faoc (08} £359 0044 | Fax (08) £

au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.c
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» Appointed and authorised by
the Australian Government
Civil Marriage Celebrant Reg. No. A11175

Individual and personal ceremonies
for all occasions and cultures

clp Mk&:?lubdﬂlt!y!#&pm
* Marriage Consultant
e Commitments ¢ Funerals
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World News

Mikati to put STL funding to vote

Cameron greets Mikati at 10 Downing Street in London.

BEIRUT: Prime Minister
Najib Mikati said after
talks in London with Brit-
ish Prime Minister David
Cameron that he will put
the divisive issue of fund-
ing a UN.-backed court
to a vote in the Cabinet, a
move that is likely to result
in blocking the payment
of Lebanon’s share to the
court by Hezbollah and its
March 8 allies.

Lebanon’s commitment to
U.N. resolutions, including
Resolution 1751 which es-
tablished the Special Tri-
bunal for Lebanon, and the
current popular upheavals
in the Arab world, includ-
ing the unrest in Syria,
were among topics dis-
cussed by Mikati during
his meeting with Cameron
Monday night.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter the meeting, Mikati
stressed the significance
of protecting the current
stability in Lebanon and
the country’s respect of
U.N. resolutions, particu-
larly Resolution 1701,
which ended the 2006 Is-
raeli war on Lebanon. He
said that funding the STL
was one of three pillars of
Lebanon’s stability.

“The issue of funding the
Special Tribunal for Leba-
non will be raised in the
Cabinet in order to take
the appropriate decision,”
Mikati said, according to a
statement released by his
media office Tuesday.
Mikati, on his first official
visit to Britain as prime
minister since he formed
his Cabinet in June, said
all the parties in Lebanon

recognized the dangers
facing the country should
it fail to pay its more than
$30 million share toward
the STL’s annual budget
“Everyone knows the situ-
ation in Lebanon. The is-
sue of funding will be put
to discussion at a specific
time in constitutional in-
stitutions,” Mikati said. “I
don’t think that any party
in Lebanon does not care
about stability or does not
recognize the dangers that
arise from non-compliance
with international resolu-
tions,” he added.

Asked if the STL’s fund-
ing was discussed with
Cameron, Mikati said, “We

discussed international
resolutions in general.
Lebanon is committed to
respecting international

resolutions in line with
the [government’s] policy
statement.”Mikati’s re-
marks came apparently
in response to Hezbollah
leader Sayyed Hasan Nas-
rallah who said last month
that his party is against
the STL’s funding and
called for a vote within the
Cabinet if no agreement
was reached among the
ministers on the conten-
tious issue.

Since Hezbollah and its
March 8 allies have a ma-
jority in Mikati’s 30-man
Cabinet and can block any
decision, Nasrallah’s dec-
laration effectively dashes
any hope for the govern-
ment to approve the pay-
ment of Lebanon’s share
to the STL’s funding.
Cameron said the United
Kingdom supported Leba-

non’s sovereignty, stabil-
ity and independence, but
stressed the significance
of full implementation of
Resolution 1701 and Leb-
anon’s compliance with its
commitments toward the
STL.

The STL’s funding is
emerging as a major point
of contention within the
Cabinet and also between
the Hezbollah-led March
8 alliance and the oppo-
sition March 14 coalition.
The STL has indicted four
Hezbollah members in the
2005 assassination of for-
mer Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri and demanded their
arrests. However, Nasral-
lah has rejected the indict-
ment, vowing never to turn
over the four suspects.
Mikati is coming under
heavy pressure from the
March 14 parties and inter-
national powers to honor
Lebanon’s commitments
to U.N. resolutions, includ-
ing the STL and its funding.
The U.S has warned Leba-
non it could face “serious
consequences” should it
fail to pay its dues to the
STL.

Mikati said he discussed
with Cameron the basic
factors of Lebanon’s sta-
bility. “I stressed that sta-
bility is the government’s
main goal and that we are
trying to consolidate it with
all strength,” he said.
Mikati dismissed reports
that Lebanon was head-
ing to instability. “Anyone
who is betting on a dete-
rioration of the situation
will be wrong in his wager
because all the Lebanese
care for the security situa-
tion and stability,” he said.
Earlier Monday, Mikati told
Lebanese journalists ac-
companying him on his
visit that Lebanon’s stabil-
ity was based on three pil-
lars: Maintaining a cease-
fire in south Lebanon and
adhering to Resolution
1701; full cooperation with
international resolutions,
including the STL and its
funding; and the situation
in Syria.

Mikati said once the issue
of paying Lebanon’s share
to the STL has been settled,
the government can move

ahead with tackling the
other financial, economic
and social problems.
During his meeting with
Cameron, Mikati said he
requested British assis-
tance to the Lebanese
Army. “I have provided the
British prime minister with
a list of some of the needs
of the Lebanese Army and
Internal Security Forces
. | have also provided
him with a list of civilian
needs,” Mikati said.
Explaining the nature of
Lebanese-Syrian relations,
Mikati reiterated Leba-
non’s position “to dissoci-
ate itself from the events
in Syria.”

Asked whether his visit to
Britain would help break
Lebanon’s isolation, Mika-
ti said, “No one can isolate
Lebanon. The issue does
not have to do with me per-
sonally but with Lebanon.
Lebanon’s prime minister
is welcome in all capitals
and countries.”
Meanwhile, Minister of
Youth and Sports Faisal
Karami predicted that the
government will eventu-
ally reach “a consensus”
to pay Lebanon’s share to
the STL. Speaking to sup-
porters at his residence in
Tripoli Tuesday, Karami
slammed the STL as a “po-
liticized” court. “The tribu-
nal is targeting civil peace
and exposing Lebanon to
danger,” he said.
Lebanese Forces MP An-
toine Zahra said ifthe STL’s
funding is put to a vote in
Parliament, the govern-
ment will collapse. He ac-
cused Mikati of counting
on “procrastination” over
the STL’s funding.

“The funding issue is a
routine administrative pro-
cedure that does not need
a Cabinet decision,” Zah-
ra told the Future News
television. “The issue of
the STL’s funding should
not be discussed in the
Cabinet because the lat-
ter does not discuss bind-
ing duties. The talk about
putting the tribunal’s fund-
ing [to a vote] in Parlia-
ment is meaningless. The
government will collapse
if it [funding] is put [to a
vote].”

Bellemare says in absentia

BEIRUT: The prosecutor
of the Special Tribunal for
Lebanon said Tuesday that it
was premature to begin the
in absentia trial of four Hez-
bollah members he accused
of the 2005 assassination of
statesman Rafik Hariri.

In a submission to the court
ahead of a Trial Chamber
hearing Friday, STL Pros-
ecutor Daniel Bellemare said
that more time was needed
for Lebanese authorities to
apprehend suspects.

“It is premature to initiate
trial in absentia,” Bellemare
wrote in the document, pub-
lished on the court’s website
Tuesday. “Not enough time
has been allowed for the
Lebanese authorities to af-
fect the arrests of the four
accused and not enough
has been done to affect the
arrests because the Leba-
nese authorities have either
been unable or unwilling to
do so.”

Last month, STL Registrar
Herman von Hebel asked the
Trial Chamber to determine
whether or not in absentia
proceedings were appropri-
ate against the accused. Fri-
day will see prosecuting and
defense counsels present
their cases to decide upon
the point of law and four law-
yers have been appointed by
the court to represent the ac-
cused for the hearing.
Bellemare argued that in
absentia trials were not cur-
rently appropriate because
the reasons behind the
suspects’ absence were un-
known.

“The Trial Chamber does not
have sufficient information
to determine whether the ac-
cused have absconded or
otherwise cannot be found
. or whether the Lebanese
authorities’ inability to arrest
and transfer them results
from the failure or refusal of
Lebanon to hand them over,”
the Canadian judge said.
“Moreover, the requirements
for trial in absentia have not

tribunal trial

s premature

yet been met because all rea-
sonable or necessary steps,
respectively, have not been
exhausted.”

Bellemare suggested that
Lebanese security officials
could be called to give evi-
dence in front of the Cham-
ber.

The STL is unique among in-
ternational tribunals in that
its statute contains provi-
sions for in absentia trials
of the accused, as well the
assignment of legal repre-
sentation for suspects.Au-
thorities in Beirut have failed
to arrest suspects and Hez-
bollah members Salim Jamil
Ayyash, Mustafa Amine Ba-
dreddine, Hussein Hassan
Onessi or Assad Hassan Sa-
bra, in spite of what security
commanders have described
as “daily” searches.

In what would turn out to be
one of his last reports for the
court, former STL President
Antonio Cassese slammed
Lebanon’s attempts at de-
taining the suspects in Au-
gust as “not sufficient,”
ordering State Prosecutor
Saeed Mirza to file monthly
progress reports detailing
the ongoing manhunt.
Bellemare hinted that Leba-
nese authorities were not
conducting a fully compre-
hensive search operation.

“If the Trial Chamber deems
that the Lebanese authori-
ties have taken reasonable
steps to inform the accused
of the charges brought
against them, then the steps
that have to be taken to se-
cure the appearance of the
accused - that is to say, to
arrest and transfer them —
should be subject to a more
rigorous standard,” he said.
“The Tribunal has no police
force and exclusively relies
upon the Lebanese authori-
ties in effecting the arrest
and transfer of the accused,
if in Lebanon,” Bellemare
added.

The intention of the defense
counsel has not yet been
made public, but it is likely
it will support Bellemare’s
suggestion that in absentia
trials would be untimely at
this stage.

Although the court has set
no official timeframe, it is
thought that trials are set to
commence in mid-2012.
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U.N. reports 3,500 dead in Syria as siege of Homs escalates

Syrian protesters stage a demonstration against the Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s regime at Mreidekh village in Edlib province,
northern Syria

BEIRUTIDAMASCUS!
AMMAN: The Arab
League came under
mounting pressure
Tuesday to act after
the Syrian government
failed to implement its
peace blueprint and
tightened a five-day
siege on the flashpoint
city of Homs.

The United Nations
said meanwhile that
the government’s re-
pression has left more
than 3,500 people dead
since protests against
the rule of President
Bashar Assad erupted
mid-March.

The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said
13 people were Kkilled
across the country
Tuesday, among them a
girl who died in Homs,
as soldiers pressed on
a military campaign in
the central industrial
city.

“A civilian was Kkilled
during raids in the
neighborhood of Bab
Amro,” where soldiers
were searching for peo-
ple wanted by the secu-
rity services, the Brit-
ain-based rights group
said in a statement.
Ravina  Shamdasani,
spokeswoman for the
U.N. High Commission-
er for Human Rights,
described the situation
in the embattled neigh-
borhood as “appalling,”
with residents deprived
of food, water and medi-
cal supplies for a week.
However, Syria’s state-
run media said the “ter-

rible” situation in Bab
Amro was the result of
“armed terrorist gangs”
besieging houses and
planting mines in the
area. Sheikh Abdul-II-
lah al-Sioufi, the Imam
of al-Saman mosque
in Bab Amro, told Syr-
ian television Monday
that reports of shelling
houses in the neigh-
borhood were “fabrica-
tions.”

In another Homs sub-
urb, “a girl was killed by
the explosion of a rock-
et that hit her home,”
said the Observatory.
And in Qusayr, near
Homs, overnight
clashes pitted soldiers
against gunmen pre-
sumed to be defectors.
As reports of increasing
defections continue, de-
fected Colonel Riad al-
Asaad, the leader of the
so-called “Free Syrian
Army,” told the pan-Ar-
ab daily Ash-Sharq al-
Awsat Saturday that his
troops will resume op-
erations against forces
loyal to Assad. The Tur-
key-based colonel said
he had ordered the sus-
pension of operation to
give the Arab League
initiative a chance to
succeed.

“We gave the Syrian
regime an opportunity
two days after it an-
nounced its agreement
to the initiative. Now
that we have uncovered
its lies and maneuvers,
we will return to qualita-
tive operations,” he was
quoted as saying.

Asaad denied be-
ing merely the armed
wing of the opposition
and promised to form
a “military council as
soon as possible,” reit-
erating his position that
a peaceful solution was
no longer possible.
Security forces, mean-
while, killed three civil-
ians and “five people
were wounded” when
troops in armored ve-
hicles opened fire on
the highway linking Da-
mascus with Aleppo.

In aletter, the opposition
Syrian National Council
urged the Arab League
“to take a strong and ef-
fective position against
the Syrian regime com-
mensurate with the dan-
gerous development of
the situation in Syria,
especially in .. Homs.”
It wants the League to
freeze Syria’s member-
ship, impose economic
and diplomatic sanc-
tions, and seek the re-
ferral of allegations of
genocide and other hu-
man rights violations by
the regime to the Inter-
national Criminal Court.
British Foreign Sec-
retary William Hague
joined the chorus de-
manding the Arab
League respond quick-
ly and decisively to Syr-
ia’s failure to abide by
its commitments.

“It is deplorable that
despite making a com-
mitment to the Arab
League to end the vio-
lence last week, the Syr-
ian government has es-
calated the repression
and many more people
have died as a result,”
said Hague.

Hague urged the Syr-
ian government to end
the siege of Homs and
“allow in international
and relief efforts [and]
to withdraw all Syrian
forces from the towns
and cities of Syria in ac-
cordance with its agree-
ment with the Arab

League.”

The Syrian National
Council, which groups
the main opposition
currents, has declared
Homs a “humanitarian
disaster area.”

Homs is the only major
city to remain outside
the government’s con-
trol after deadly mili-
tary operations in Hama
further north, Deir al-
Zour in the east and the
coastal cities of Latakia
and Banias.

The United Nations said
Syrian security forces
have killed 60 people
acrossthe country since
Assad signed up to the
Arab League peace
agreement Wednesday
last week.

Shamdasani of the U.N.
High Commissioner
for Human Rights said
that, nationwide, “the
brutal crackdown on
the dissent in Syria has
so far claimed the lives
of more than 3,500 Syr-
ians.”

“There was a peace
plan by the league of
Arab states that the
Syrian government had
engaged to, but since
the peace plan was
signed, there have been
further killings, further
sieges of towns and re-
ally shocking reports
coming out from the
ground,” she noted.
The Arab roadmap calls
for an end to violence,
the release of detain-
ees, the withdrawal of
the army from urban ar-
eas and free movement
for observers and the
media, as well as talks
between the govern-
ment and opposition.
As a first step toward
implementing the Arab
League plan, Syria said
Saturday it had released
more than 550 people
who were arrested dur-
ing anti-government
protests, to mark the
Eid al-Adha Muslim
feast.

Sleiman: Syria regrets
incursions into Lebanon

BEIRUT: Syria has “ex-
pressed regret” to Leba-
non for repeated incur-
sions into its territory that
left at least one Lebanese
dead, following the official
confirmation that its army
had mined its side of the
border.

President Michel Sleiman
said Wednesday that Syr-
ian officials had been in
contact and promised
to respect Lebanon’s in-
dependence and sover-
eignty. “Syria expressed
regret for the unintended
violations,” Sleiman said
in remarks published by
Al-Liwaa newspaper.

The president also con-
firmed that mines had
been planted along the
Syrian side of its border
with Lebanon.

“Syria fully fulfilled its
promises to respect Leba-
non’s independence and
sovereignty and planted
mines along the border
to prevent infiltration and
smuggling,” Sleiman said.
A source close to Slei-
man’s office told The Daily
Star that senior Lebanese
and Syrian officials had
formed a follow-up com-
mittee to discuss recent
alleged into
Lebanon.

During the meeting, Syr-
ian representatives “of-
fered an explanation” over
military operations that
had entered Lebanese
territory, according to the
source. Lebanese officials
expressed the hope that
coordination between the
two state armies would be
increased in order to avoid
a repeat of incursions, it
added.

A  senior diplomatic
source said that the lack
of border demarcation
could have contributed to
several of Syria’s frontier
raids. “Not to defend Syr-
ia, but its troops probably
don’t know when they are
entering Lebanon. Maps
belonging to both armies
differ,” the source told

incursions

The Daily Star.

The Syrian Army has
crossed into Lebanon
on several occasions as
authorities in Damascus
continue their prolonged
crackdown against pro-
democracy  protesters.
The military insists it
had been pursuing “dis-
sidents” in cross-border
raids that have left three
Syrian nationals in Leba-
non dead.

The United States has
strongly condemned the
frontier crossings and
countries from around
the world have spoken
out against a security
operation that the U.N.
estimates has left 3,500
people dead across Syria
since March.

Officials in north Lebanon
previously alleged that the
Syrian Army planted land
mines along parts of the
border. Since neither Leb-
anon nor Syria is a signa-
tory to the Ottawa Treaty
outlawing land mine use,
the action cannot be con-
strued as illegal.

Ongoing violence has
led over 5,000 Syrians to
seek refuge in Lebanon.
Syria has accused some
groups in Lebanon of
smuggling arms across
the border to aid what au-
thorities say are extremist
anti-government factions.
Security forces in Beirut
have come under attack
over the alleged kidnap-
ping of several Syrian op-
position figures in Leba-
non. Although Prime
Minister Najib Mikati ad-
mitted last week that Syr-
ian nationals had disap-
peared on Lebanese soil,
Foreign Minister Adnan
Mansour said Wednesday
that there was still no ac-
curate information on the
reasons behind their van-
ishing.

“There are some Syrians
who fled to Lebanon and
some others have been ar-
rested in Syria,” Mansour
told a local radio station.
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West, Russia in standoff over Iran

PARISIMOSCOW: A new
East-West front opened
Wednesday over an
atomic agency report on
Iran with Western lead-
ers calling for expanded
sanctions against Iran,
and veto-wielder Russia
indicating it would block
any new measures at the
U.N. Security Council.
The U.N. watchdog re-
port, released late Tues-
day, released a trove of
intelligence suggesting
that Iran is seeking nu-
clear weapons.

France said it would
summon the Security
Council. Britain said the
standoff was entering a
more dangerous phase
and the risk of conflict
would increase if Iran
does not negotiate.

The Security Council
has already imposed
four rounds of sanc-
tions on Tehran since
2006 over its nuclear
program, which West-
ern countries suspect is
being used to develop
weapons but Iran says is
purely peaceful.

There has been concern
that if world powers
cannot close ranks on
isolating Iran to nudge it
into serious talks, then
Israel -- which feels en-
dangered by Tehran’s
nuclear program -- will
attack it, precipitating a
Middle East confflict.
“Convening of the
U.N. Security Council
is called for,” French
Foreign Minister Alain
Juppe told RFI radio.
Pressure must be in-
tensified, he said, after
years of Iranian defi-
ance of U.N. resolutions
demanding it halt ura-
nium enrichment, which
can yield nuclear fuel
for power stations or
weapons.

“If Iran refuses to con-
form to the demands of
the international com-
munity and refuses any
serious cooperation, we
stand ready to adopt ..
sanctions on an unprec-

edented scale,” Juppe
said.

But Moscow made its
opposition to new sanc-
tions clear.

“Any additional sanc-
tions against Iran will be
seen in the international
community as an instru-
ment for regime change
in Iran. That approach
is unacceptable to us,”
Deputy Foreign Minister
Gennady Gatilov told the
Interfax news agency.
Russia, which has sig-
nificant trade ties with
Iran, has called for a
phased process under
which existing sanctions
would be eased in return
for actions by Tehran to
dispel international con-
cerns.

But in talks between
Iran and big powers
that would be needed
to achieve that goal,
the sides have been un-
able to agree even on an
agenda. The last round
petered out in January.
Still, Russia’s Foreign
Ministry, in a statement
Wednesday after a meet-
ing with a senior Iranian
security official, said
Moscow re-affirmed the
need to find mutually
acceptable solutions
via negotiations. Russia
accepts that the West
has legitimate concerns
about Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram but sees no clear
evidence that Tehran is
trying to develop nuclear
warheads. Israel urged
the international com-
munity to stop Iran from
getting nuclear weapons
at all costs.

“The significance of the
[IAEA] report is that the
international  commu-
nity must bring about
the cessation of Iran’s
pursuit of nuclear weap-
ons, which endanger
the peace of the world
and of the Middle East,”
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s office said
in a statement.

Iran has repeatedly in-
sisted it wants nuclear

energy only for electric-
ity. On Wednesday, it
vowed no retreat from
the program following
the UN. watchdog re-
port, which used West-

ern intelligence infor-
mation that Tehran calls
forgeries.

“You should know that
this nation will not pull
back even a needle’s
width from the path it
is on,” President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad said
in a speech carried live
on state TV.

Russia’s Foreign Minis-
try said: “According to
our initial evaluations,
there is no fundamen-
tally new information in
the report .. We are talk-
ing about a compilation
of known facts, given a
politicized tone.” It said
interpretations of the
report were reminiscent
of the use of faulty intel-
ligence to seek support
for the U.S.-led invasion
of Iraq in 2003.

In addition to U.N. sanc-
tions that commit all
countries, the United
States and European
Union have imposed
extra sanctions of their
own. A US. official said
that because of Russian
and Chinese opposition,
chances were slim for
another U.N. Security
Council sanctions reso-
lution against Iran.
Washington might ex-
tend sanctions against
Iranian commercial
banks or front compa-
nies but is unlikely to
go after its oil and gas
industry or central bank,
the clearing house for
Iran’s energy trade, for
now.

Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Hong Lei said China
was studying the IAEA
report and repeated a
call to resolve the row
through talks. In a com-
mentary, China’s official
Xinhua news agency
said the U.N. watchdog
still “lacks a smoking
gun.”

Gadhafi top aide: Disappeared Imam Sadr killed in Libya

Ramadan says former Libyan officials “liquidated” Sadr

BEIRUT: Slain Libyan
leader Moammar Gad-
hafi’s right-hand man, Ah-
mad Ramadan, says his
former boss most likely
ordered the killing of Leb-
anon’s disappeared Imam
Musa Sadr, naming the
influential figure’s alleged
killers and saying some
were alive and well.

In an interview with
Dubai-based Al-Aan TV,
Ramadan, a top Gadhafi
aide and former head of
the regime’s intelligence
office, testified that Sadr
had arrived in Libya and
that Gadhafi had received
him in his office.

“Of course, | testify that
he had arrived in Libya.
Moammar had received
him in his office. Those
who had received him
were Taha Sharif Bin
Amer, Maj. Gen. Faraj
Abou Ghaliah and Maj.
Gen. Bachir Hamid,” Ra-
madan said.

Ramadan said Amer had
been Gadhafi’'s commu-
nications secretary, Gha-
liah, the leader’s admin-
istrative secretary, and
Hamid a member of the
country’s intelligence.
Ramadan, who appeared
frail and spoke with a
hoarse voice, said Amer
had died but that the two
others were still alive.
“Bachir and Faraj Abou
Ghalieh are still there and
they were the ones who
took them,” Ramadan
said, referring to Sadr and
his two companions who
went missing in 1978.
“They were the ones who
liquidated him,” Ramadan

told his interlocutor.
“They received him at the
airport and brought him
to meet with Moammar.
The meeting lasted two
hours and a half. Moam-
mar and Taha stayed at
the office, the other two
transferred the guests,”
Ramadan said.

“[lam] 100 percent [sure]
that the talk that we heard
is that he, Musa Sadr, had
been liquidated. [I had
heard this] from some
sources at the time and
one of them was Taha,
God bless his soul,” he
added.

In an article published
Sept. 13, Time Magazine
reported that Ramadan
had been captured by
Libyan rebels, describing
him as the “man respon-
sible for relaying all of the
dictator’s orders until the
fall of Tripoli.”

The report said Rama-
dan had attempted sui-
cide by shooting himself
in the head. He survived
and was taken to Tripoli’s
central hospital. Rama-
dan was later transferred
to the rebel’s Tripoli com-
mand center and central
prison.

Ramadan said that the
two officials, Abou Gha-
liah and Hamid, were the
ones who escorted Sadr
outside the office and had
“liquidated’ him.

“l don’t know where he
was buried. But it is ru-
mored that it is either in
Janzour or Sabha,” Ra-
madan said, adding that
Abou Ghaliah might have
been captured by rebels.

Asked whether the or-
der to liquidate Sadr was
made by Gadhafi, Rama-
dan said: “Maybe, be-
cause after the meeting,
they came and he [Gad-
hafi] said come and take
them.

He also said that all sto-
ries that surfaced regard-
ing the fate of Sadr were
merely cover-ups, accus-
ing Mohammad al-Rahibi,
then head of the Internal
Security, of fabricating
the stories. “He was with
them. But he is dead,” Ra-
madan said, referring to
Rahibi.

“There are complete files
at the Justice and For-
eign [department] and in
the Gadhafi’s Association
for Human Rights,” he
added.

In response to a ques-
tion from The Daily Star,
the journalist who inter-
viewed Ramadan, Jenan
Moussa, said the reason
behind Sadr’s alleged kill-
ing was prompted by Gad-
hafi’s wishes to divide the
Shiite community.

Sadr, a charismatic leader
and one of the pioneers
of Shiite empowerment in
Lebanon, Sheikh Moham-
mad Yaacoub and jour-
nalist Abbas Badreddine
disappeared in Libya in
August 19718 when on an
official visit from Gadhafi
to the North African coun-
try.

Following his disappear-
ance, the relationship be-
tween Lebanon and Libya
had been severed under
Gadhafi’'s rule but re-
versed under the National
Transitional Council, a
group made of opponents
of Gadhafi who were bent
on the strongman’s re-
moval.

A Lebanese delegation
traveled to Libya Oct 23
following the death of
Gadhafi at the hands of
rebels. The delegation
has since returned but
there has been no offi-
cial statement about their
visit to the North African
country.
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Hariri: Opposition will not seek to

topple government

BEIRUT: Opposition leader
Saad Hariri said Wednes-
day he would not seek to
topple the government as
he is waiting for the 2013
parliamentary  elections,
while Speaker Nabih Berri
urged the resumption of
national dialogue, warning
that Lebanon was in the
“eye of the storm.”

“[The March 14 coalition’s]
next step is to regroup and
have a much stronger op-
position and | won’t tell
you more it’s a secret,” the
former prime minister told
followers on Twitter.
Meanwhile, speaking to re-
porters after visiting Presi-
dent Michel Sleiman at
Baabda Palace, Berri called
on Lebanese leaders to
take action to resume na-
tional dialogue sessions.
“What is happening around
us is not far .. and .. Leba-
non is in the eye of the
storm .. so we have to draw
the future before it is drawn
for us,” the speaker said.
Berri reiterated that he was
not against resuming dia-
logue with various items
on the agenda or opposed
to discussing the reasons
why some items that were
already agreed on in pre-
vious dialogue sessions
have not yet been imple-
mented.

“l say it for the last time. |
am not against resuming
dialogue with all its items
. | remind those who have
forgotten that | started it
[dialogue] and for sure |
am not against discussing
[reasons behind] not im-
plementing [its items], but
in line with rules,” he said.
March 14 opposition lead-
ers have said they would
not attend dialogue ses-

sions unless measures

are taken to implement
decisions already reached,
including supporting the
U.N.-backed Special Tribu-
nal for Lebanon, disarming
Palestinian groups oper-
ating outside of refugee
camps and demarcating
Lebanese-Syrian borders.
According to March 14
leaders, an agreement on
the funding for the STL was
reached in earlier dialogue
sessions and previous gov-
ernments paid Lebanon’s
share of the court’s fund-
ing. As such, they say that
Hezbollah’s arms are the
only topic on the agenda.
During a meeting in Lon-
don with Catherine Ashton,
the high representative of
the European Union for for-
eign affairs and security,
Prime Minister Najib Mikati
discussed the situation in
Lebanon and the Middle
East.

According to a statement
issued by Mikati’s office,
talks focused on the cur-
rent stability in Lebanon
despite the regional situ-
ation and the need to ce-
ment this stability through
support for the Lebanese
government’s efforts at
all levels from the inter-
national community and
specifically Europe and
through Lebanon honor-
ing its international com-
mitments.

Mikati, who wrapped up his
three-day visit to Britain,
called on Europe to sup-
port Lebanon in demarcat-
ing its maritime borders
and its Exclusive Econom-
ic Zone.

For her part, Ashton ex-
pressed her understand-
ing of Lebanon’s position

on various issues in the
region, especially dissoci-
ating itself from all interna-
tional resolutions related
to Syria, and stressed the
need for Lebanon to imple-
ment all international reso-
lutions.

Ashton said she discussed
several issues with Mikati,
including continuing to
support the STL.

Mikati also met British
Prime Minister David Cam-
eron Monday.
Commenting to The Daily
Star on Mikati’s visit to Brit-
ain, Tom Fletcher, Britain’s
Ambassador to Lebanon,
said it was “very good.”

“It was a very good visit,
focused on practical co-
operation that will support
Lebanon’s stability. Both
prime ministers wanted to
concentrate on delivery
and substance. Prime Min-
ister Mikati was clear in his
determination that Leba-
non should implement SCR
1757, and that it was firmly
in Lebanon’s interests that
it did so,” Fletcher said.
Asked whether any agree-
ment was reached on Brit-
ish assistance to the Leba-
nese Army, Fletcher, who
accompanied Mikati, said
that Britain promised to
“more than double “train-
ing programs to the Leba-
nese Army.”

On his return to Beirut, Mi-
kati contacted Brig. lbra-
him Bashir, the secretary-
general of the Higher Relief
Committee, and instructed
him to follow up on the hu-
manitarian situation of Syr-
ian refugees in Lebanon.
In a statement by Mikati’s
press office, the prime
minister dismissed reports
of ending aid to refugees,
saying this was part of “po-
litical campaigns” against
his government, stressing
that the committee had
doubled its aid to the Syr-
ian refugees.

The prime minister is to
chair a Cabinet session on
Thursday at the Grand Se-
rail and will attend another
session Friday at Baabda
Palace under President Mi-
chel Sleiman.

U.S. to return Ambassador Ford to Damascus

CAIRO/BEIRUT/UNITED NA-
TIONS: The United States
said it would return Ambas-
sador Robert Ford to Damas-
cus within “days to weeks,”
as divisions within the Syrian
opposition spilled out into the
open when egg-throwing dis-
sidents tried to prevent other
opposition figures from en-
tering the Arab League head-
quarters in Cairo.

Speaking after a hearing of
a Senate Foreign Relations
subcommittee, Assistant
Secretary of State for Near
Eastern Affairs Jeffrey Felt-
man said Ford would return to
his post in “weeks — | mean,
days to weeks.”The Cairo at-
tack highlights the growing
fault lines in the Syrian op-
position, which is struggling
to overcome infighting in the
face of a brutal government
crackdown that has persisted
even after Damascus agreed
last week to an Arab League
plan to stop the violence. Se-
curity forces killed at least
13 protesters nationwide
Wednesday, activists said.
Syria’s two major opposition
groups, the National Coor-
dination Committee and the
Syria National Council, are
divided over issues at the
core of the eight-month-old
revolution, including whether
to request foreign military as-
sistance and accept dialogue
with the regime. The divisions
have prevented the opposi-
tion from gaining the traction
it needs to present a credible
alternative to the regime.
Around 100 protesters in Cai-
ro threw eggs and tomatoes
at a four-man delegation from
the NCC - including promi-
nent writer Michel Kilo and
militant Haytham Manaa - as
the group tried to enter the
Arab League’s headquarters
for a meeting. Critics say the
NCC, which includes veteran
activists and former political
prisoners, is too lenient and
willing to engage in dialogue
with the government.

Kilo, 71, who lives in Syria,
has opposed the ruling Baath
party since it came to power
in 1963, and was jailed from
1980-83 and from 2006-09.
He is a member of the Nation-
al Committee for Democratic
Change, which was formed
on Sept. 17 and groups Arab
nationalists, socialists, Marx-
ists, members of the Kurdish

minority and
such as Kilo.
Haytham Manaa is a former
political detainee and now
lives in self-exile in France.
The NCC’'s stance has
prompted some anti-govern-
ment protesters in Syria to
carry banners reading: “The
National Coordination Com-
mittee does not represent
me.”

“What happened today in
Cairo is a sign of the Syr-
ian street’s disenchantment
with the NCC and its direc-
tion, which goes against the
people’s will,” said Ausama
Monajed, a London-based
member of the Syrian National
Council. “There should be no
dialogue with this regime. Not
before, nor after it withdraws
its tanks from the streets.”
The Syrian National Coun-
cil - made up of opponents
mostly outside Syria — has
urged the Arab League “to
take a strong and effective
position against the Syrian
regime commensurate with
the dangerous development
of the situation in Syria, es-
pecially in .. Homs.”

It wants the League to freeze
Syria’s membership, impose
economic and diplomatic
sanctions, and seek the refer-
ral of allegations of genocide
and other human rights viola-
tions by the regime to the In-
ternational Criminal Court.
Members of the NCC delega-
tion, who also were shoved
and taunted with shouts of
“traitor!” were forced to turn
back but the head of the del-
egation, Hasan Abdul-Azim,
managed to enter the Arab
League’s building from an-
other entrance and met with
Secretary-General Nabil Elar-
aby.

Abdul-Azim described the ac-
cusations that his group was
cooperating with the Syrian
regime as “nonsense.”

“We are a patriotic opposi-
tion .. and we reject excluding
any group, but others want
to exclude us because we re-
ject the foreign intervention
in Syria,” he told reporters
following the meeting with
Elaraby.

Elaraby denounced the attack
and said the Arab League is
open for all Syrian opposition
groups.

“What happened in Cairo
is completely unacceptable

independents

behavior,” Sada Hamzeh, a
Paris-based Syrian dissident
who is a member of the NCC,
told the Associated Press.
She suggested supporters of
the Syrian National Council
were behind the attack, add-
ing: “It’s like everyone who is
outside the Council is a trai-
tor, it is another kind of dic-
tatorship.”

As the opposition struggles
to find a unified voice, the
government crackdown has
continued.

Syria agreed to a peace plan
brokered by the Arab League
last week, but officials say
Damascus has since failed to
abide by its commitments to
pull tanks and other armor out
of cities and stop the blood-
shed that the U.N. estimates
has killed 3,500 people.

The deal also includes a
pledge to work on starting a
dialogue with the Syrian op-
position. The Arab League
called an emergency meeting
Saturday to discuss Damas-
cus’ failure to abide by its
commitments. It was not clear
what action the league would
take if bloodshed continues.
And, while the disagreement
over foreign intervention and
what role the Arab league
could play bristled, France
led other Western Nations
condemnation of opponents
of the U.N. action against Syr-
ia as a “failure.”

France’s U.N. envoy Gerard
Araud said Wednesday the 15-
member body had “abdicated
their responsibilities” when
China and Russia blocked a
resolution condemning the
violence in Syria.

“Some vetoed even limited
action by the Security Coun-
cil. Others chose abstention,
that is indifference,” Araud
told the meeting. “It is a se-
rious failure of the Security
Council, in humanitarian or
political terms.”

Also Wednesday, the British-
based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights and the Local
Coordination =~ Committees,
key activist networks, said at
least 13 people — and possi-
bly more than 20 — were killed
by security forces in Damas-
cus, Homs and other cities.
The unclear death tolls point
to the confusion in the after-
math of attacks in a country
that has prevented indepen-
dent reporting.
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Julia Gillard pledges $2

billion to cover pay rises
for 150,000 /owest paid

THE Federal Government
today forced a critical step
forward in the campaign for
equal pay for women by di-
rectly intervening in a wage
case for 150,000 commu-
nity service workers.

It will cost the Government
$2 billion but has the back-
ing of the Greens who said
on Thursday the move was
more critical than getting a
Budget surplus.

Prime Minister Julia Gillard
said the wage push for low-
paid social services staff,
80 per cent of them women,
was an important step to-
wards closing the pay gap.
“Workers in this sector
have been underpaid for
too long because their work
was viewed as women’s
work,” Ms Gillard said.

The target workforce is in
areas including helping
people with disabilities,
counselling families in cri-
sis, and running shelters
for the homeless.

“In 2011, it is unacceptable
that women earn on aver-
age one fifth less than men
full-time - the equivalent
of working nearly seven
weeks a year for free,” she
said.

The move is being seen as
a bid by the ALP to return
the Government to “Labor
values” and directly appeal
to its traditional constitu-
ency.

It is also personally impor-
tant for the Prime Minister
who 12 months ago react-
ed sharply to claims from
trade unions that she was
not committed to the equal
pay campaign.

She emailed a message to
party members saying she
knew women’s work in the
community services area
was undervalued. Ms Gillard
said her mother scrubbed
pots in a Salvation Army
aged care home and that
her own first job was peel-
ing vegetables there.

The Government indicated
last December it would
back an equal-pay case be-
ing led by the Australian
Services Union.

The Prime Minister today
said the Government would
make a joint submission
with the ASU to the inde-
pendent workplace umpire
Fair Work Australia.

The Government believes
that if the submission is ac-
cepted, the workers would
for the first time be given
“a fair day’s pay for a fair
day’s work”.

Of the 150,000 workers
in the sector, 120,000 are
women. Fair Work Austra-
lia has already found that
their work is undervalued
because of gender consid-
erations.

The ASU pay case is the
result of changes to work-
place laws removing barri-
ers to pay equity claims in
the federal jurisdiction.

Ms Gillard said that previ-
ously, an applicant had to
prove discrimination, and
the legal test only allowed
comparison between equal
work, rather than the new
broader test of “equal or
comparable work”.

Social services groups wel-
comed the equal pay move,
but warned it could be
harder to fund their work.
Community service provid-
er Anglicare Australia said
today the Government “has
demonstrated its commit-
ment to low paid staff in the
Not-for-Profit sector”.

“The wage increase recom-
mended to FWA by the Gov-
ernment is a major boon for
the sector but also a major
concern for how our servic-
es are to meet it,” Anglicare
executive director Kasy
Chambers said.

Lin Hatfield Dodds of Unit-
ingCare said it would be a
“long overdue increase in
community services wag-
es”.

“The Government has
shown real leadership on
this issue and today’s an-
nouncement is cause for

optimism,” Ms Hatfield
Dodds said.
“Funding this important

claim must not come at the
expense of vital social ser-
vices.”

Qantas pilots launch court challenge to
ban on industrial action against airline

THE Qantas pilots’ union is
taking Federal Court action
to challenge Fair Work Aus-
tralia’s decision to terminate
its protected industrial action
against the airline.

The Australian International
and Pilots Association said it
launched proceedings before
the Full Court of the Federal
Court on thursday.

Fair Work Australia terminat-
ed industrial action at Qantas
last month after the airline
grounded all its aircraft amid a
dispute with unions over pay,
conditions and job security.
The tribunal gave the parties
21 days to reach agreement or
face arbitration.

The AIPA said in a statement
that the only industrial ac-
tion its members had taken
against Qantas prior to the
airline’s grounding was to
wear red ties and make an-
nouncements on the aircraft
broadcasting system before
takeoff.

“Not one aircraft was delayed
or cancelled by any action
taken by AIPA members,” the
union said.

“The protected industrial ac-
tion of AIPA did not damage
the national economy or any
part of the national economy.
“It was solely the actions of
Qantas through (chief execu-

tive) Mr (Alan) Joyce in de-
termining to ground the fleet,
which AIPA contends was not
in any way protected industrial
action by Qantas, that caused
damage to the national econ-
omy and inconvenienced pas-
sengers around the world.”
The union said it was concern-
ing that a minor action, such
as the wearing of a tie, could
be met with a “disproportion-
ate” response by the employer
in the form of a lockout, which
resulted in union members
losing their rights.

It said the proceedings
launched in the Federal Court
would challenge Fair Work’s
decision on the basis that
there was no evidence that
Qantas’s actions were a re-
sponse to the industrial action
taken by the AIPA.

But the union said the pro-
ceedings would not stop its
current negotiations with the
airline.

The Transport Workers Union
has revealed it is in talks with
the ACTU about a possible
challenge to FWA’s ruling,
but no final decision has been
made.

The federal government has
said it will take on the Qantas
workers in court if they decide
to appeal the Fair Work Aus-
tralia decision.

SALVATION ARMY STANDS WITH
AUSTRALIAN COPTIC CHRISTIANS

Leader of The Salvation Army
Australia Eastern Territory
(NSW, ACT and QLD), Com-
missioner James Condon, has
declared his solidarity with
Australian Coptic Christians
in condemning the ongoing
persecution of Coptic Chris-
tians in Egypt.

“Religious freedom is a funda-
mental human right, as recog-
nised by the United Nations,”
said Commissioner Condon.
“All citizens of the world are
entitled to equal rights and
protection, regardless of race
or religion.”

Commissioner Condon also
endorsed the show of sup-
port for Australian Coptic
Christians by the Australian
Federal Parliament on 13 Oc-
tober 2011, describing it as
“an encouraging and clear

demonstration of Australia’s
commitment to religious free-
dom”.

The passing of an historic
private member’s bill by the
Australian Federal Parliament
recognised and condemned
the persecution; expressed
the Parliament’s sympathy for
those affected by recent vio-
lent attacks; and called upon
the Government to issue a
statement condemning the
attacks and make represen-
tations to the United Nations
calling for an end to the at-
tacks.

Ongoing persecution of Cop-
tic Christians in Egypt has
intensified in recent weeks, as
seen in the brutal military vio-
lence against Coptic Christian
demonstrators on 9 October
2011.

News Ltd chairman and chief
executive John Hartigan to step down

' 4

News Corp Chairman Rupert Murdoch announced John Hartigan’s res-
ignation from News Ltd in a statement today. Picture: AP Source: AP

NEWS Limited executive
chairman John Hartigan
will step down as part of a
major reshuffle at the top
of Australia’s biggest me-
dia company.

Foxtel chief executive
Kim Williams will become
the new chief executive of
News Corporation’s Aus-
tralian interests with Ru-
pert Murdoch taking over
as News Limited chair-
man when John Hartigan
leaves on December 2.
The chief executive of the
The Australian and News
Digital Media, Richard
Freudenstein, will become
Foxtel’s new chief execu-
tive.

Announcing the changes
in a statement on wednes-
day, News Corporation ex-
ecutive chairman Rupert
Murdoch said John Har-
tigan’s decision to stand
down followed a distin-
guished 41-year career at
News as a reporter, editor
and executive.

“John was an outstanding
reporter, an editor with
few peers and has been
an inspiring executive,
initially as group editorial
director and, later, as chief
executive for 11 years and
chairman and chief execu-
tive for the past six,” said
Mr Murdoch.

“Few people have con-
tributed as much as John
to the quality of journal-
ism in Australia. He has
earned enormous respect
among both colleagues
and competitors.”

Mr Murdoch also praised
Mr Hartigan’s leadership
of a long-running cam-
paign to defend the pub-
lic’s right to know how it
is governed and how our
courts dispense justice.

“Few people have done
as much as John to cam-
paign on the public’s be-
half to uphold freedom of
speech and freedom of
the press in Australia,” he
said.

“l thank John for having
contributed so much to
our company and applaud
his great integrity, im-
mense journalistic talent
and inspirational leader-
ship.”

In an email to staff, Mr Har-
tigan described his time
at News Limited as “an
unbelievable journey”.

“It is the people at News
that define who we are
and what we stand for.
It’s the people who have
made me want to come to
work everyday,” he said.
“As a reporter | learned
that journalism was a
great way to make an im-
portant difference to peo-
ple’s lives.

“As an editor | learned
that we are enormously
privileged to do what we
do. With that comes great
responsibility. I've tried to
honour that.

“As an executive | got to
appreciate how hard peo-
ple work for this company
and what loyalty really
means, especially when
things get tough.

“At every stage, | have
worked with people who
have helped, encouraged,
inspired and challenged
me.”

Mr Hartigan said there
was a “great spirit” at
News and he would “miss
it immensely”.

“Butitis time to hand over
to the next generation.
| do so with great pride
and more than a little sad-
ness.”
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VIETNAMESE COMMUNI-
TY TO ADVISE MINISTER

Consulta-
tive Committee (MCC) for
the Viethamese commu-
nity has been established
to advise the Minister for
Citizenship and Com-

A Ministerial

munities Victor Dom-
inello MP on behalf of
the NSW Government on
the needs, interests and
concerns of Australians
of Viethamese heritage in
NSW.

The MCC for the Vietham-
ese community includes
leaders from key Viet-
namese Australian repre-
sentative bodies, cultural
and religious groups, and
businesses. The MCC
will be chaired on behalf
of the Minister by: Glenn
Brooks MP, Member for
East Hills; Charlie Lynn
MLC; and Andrew Rohan
MP, Member for Smith-
field.

“It is vital to have a
strong and structured di-
alogue between the NSW
Government and the
Viethamese  Australian
community in NSW, and |
am very pleased that the
MCC for the Viethamese
community will further
enable that dialogue,”
Minister Dominello said.
“The advice of the MCC
will be sought in devel-
oping policy relevant to
the Citizenship and Com-
munities portfolio, sug-
gesting opportunities for
leveraging cultural diver-
sity for broader communi-
ty benefit, and identifying
areas for improvement
in the delivery and com-
munication of services to

the Viethamese Austra-
lian community in NSW.

“The NSW Liberals & Na-
tionals Government aims
for a relationship with the
local Viethamese Austra-
lian community that is
based on substance. The
creation of MCCs, includ-
ing for the Vietnamese
community, shows we
approach our multicul-
tural communities seri-
ously and with respect,”
Minister Dominello said.

“In March this year, many
NSW citizens with Viet-
namese heritage voted
for Liberal or Nationals
candidates because we
offered them our pledge
to restore quality in ser-
vice delivery and infra-
structure provision, re-
gardless of where you
live or what your cultural
heritage is. The Vietham-
ese MCC is part of main-
taining our commitment
to the Viethamese Aus-
tralian community.

“The Vietnamese MCC
is a critical component
of having a serious, re-
spectful and meaningful
relationship with our lo-
cal Viethamese commu-
nity. | look forward to its
views and ideas, includ-
ing on how to best rec-
ognise the contributions
of Australians of Viet-
namese heritage to our
diverse and vibrant soci-
ety,” Minister Dominello
said.

The initial group of Minis-
terial Consultative Com-
mittees will be officially
launched on Friday, 25
November 2011 at NSW
Parliament House. Fur-
ther MCCs will be formed
thereafter on the commu-
nity’s request.

MEDIA CONTACT:
(Glenn Brookes) Geoff
Grasso 0421 778 671
(Victor Dominello) Kris-
ten Cusack
0408 592 793

Afghan soldier on run
after shooting three dig-
gers, two colleagues

AN Afghan National Army
soldier is on the run af-
ter he shot and wounded
the three Australians and
two of his colleagues in
the Charmestan region on
Tuesday.

Defence force chief David
Hurley says it is too early
to tell whether the latest
shooting of three Austra-
lian soldiers in Afghani-
stan is linked to an earlier
incident.

The Australians suffered
serious wounds, but all
were stable, and their fam-
ilies had been contacted,
the defence chief said.
The incident happened
less than a fortnight af-
ter a rogue Afghan sol-
dier opened fire during
a parade in Kandahar
province, Kkilling three
Australian soldiers and
wounding seven others.
“We need to do some dig-
ging, further digging,”
General Hurley told re-
porters in Canberra, when
asked whether defence
knew of the motives for
the shootings.

Gen Hurley said there was
not enough information to
decide whether Tuesday’s
attack was linked to the
earlier incident.

THREE more Australian
soldiers have been shot
and wounded by a rogue
member of the Afghan Na-
tional Army.

ATTACKS by rogue Af-
ghan soldiers strike at the
heart of the strategy to

hand over responsibility
for security in Afghani-
stan to local forces.

“It is too early to specu-
late that the two incidents
are linked,” he said.

“l stress that there is no
simple one-line explana-
tion to this incident or the
previous incident.”

It was a highly-complex is-
sue and there were many
factors at play that would
require further examina-
tion and analysis,” Gen
Hurley said.

He said defence did not
know whether the earlier
incident had triggered the
latest shooting.
Australian troops dis-
armed about 30 other
ANA soldiers who were at
the forward base follow-
ing the shooting.

Gen Hurley said the sol-
diers were members of
Mentoring Taskforce
Three operating at a pa-
trol base.

The ANA soldier “located
in an overwatch posi-
tion” opened fire on both
Australian and ANA sol-
diers using an automatic
weapon and a grenade
launcher.

“The three Australian
soldiers suffered serious
wounds and they received
immediate first aid,” Gen
Hurley said.

They were transferred by
helicopter to a medical
facility at Tarin Kowt be-
fore being transferred to
Khandahar.

Sydney escort agency
selling 19-year-old virgin

A SYDNEY escort agen-
cy is offering the vir-
ginity of a teenage girl
for $15,000, prompting
outraged community
groups to describe the
move as “putting wom-
en’s liberation back
centuries”.

An investigation by
sex industry consult-
ing firm Brothel Bust-
ers has found MyOut-
Call Australia is offering
the Chinese 19-year old
student for four days

in exchange for the
$15,000 sum.
Brothel Busters has

found the escort agency
wants $2000 to be paid
as a deposit, with the
balance to be paid on
receipt of services from
the girl, who is claimed
to be at Sydney Univer-
sity.

Contacted by the Daily
Telegraph on tuesday,
a manager at MyOutCall
identifying himself as
“Duncan” said it was a
“genuine offer”.

“This is pretty common
in Sydney,” he claimed,
adding he had “two cli-
ents who are very inter-
ested”.

But the revelations have
horrified AustralianFam-
ily Association spokes-
man and research head
Tim Cannon, who said
it raised the ugly spec-
tre of slavery. “It is so
clearly taking us back
to the enslavement of
people,” he said.

“The damage it does
to society and human
dignity can’t be over-
stated.”

MyOutCall has stated
on its site that the girl
- who it dubs “MOC Vir-
gin” - “must (be) sold by
12/12”.

Duncan also told The
Daily Telegraph the
$15,000 would give
the client “four days”
with the girl. Australian

Christian Lobby boss
Jim Wallace said he was
“sickened” by the offer.
“The escort service is
going to profit out of a
girl giving up her vir-
ginity,” he said. “Quite
likely she is isolated -
and we are going to al-
low her to be exploited
by it.”

Mr Cannon said “selling
someone else’s virgin-
ity takes the cause of
women’s liberation back
centuries”.

“It's illegal to trade in
body parts,” he said.
“Selling your virginity
starts to get into that
territory.”

He called for Australian
society to take a “mor-
al” reality check.

“l just ask: Who is this
service tailored to? Who
are these people who
are willing to put a price
oh a young woman’s
virginity?”

Brothel Busters boss
Chris Seage said that
the firm was a well-
known escort agency.
“l believe the offer is
genuine,” he said.
“There is a sadly re-
curring theme among
young Asian girls who
come to Australia to
study and work, and get
themselves into debt.
“It is clear she is doing
this because she needs
the money urgently.”

Mr Seage said that un-
der current law there
were “no mechanisms
in place to protect
young girls from this
type of predicament”,
nor was there any law to
stop the escort service
from “profiteering from
her virginity”.

He added that, typically,
agencies take 50 per
cent of any fee earned
by the escort: Meaning
in this case, MyOutCall
could pocket as much
as $7500.
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Tony Abbott denies he is too
negative as opposition leader
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Just who’s going to pay our bills now that the carbon tax has passed

TONY Abbott has reject-
ed the “Dr No” tag, say-
ing his opposition to the
carbon tax is a positive
because he “says yes” to
lower power prices and
more jobs.

Amid growing criticism of
his negative style, Mr Ab-
bott declared his mission
as Opposition Leader was
to “save our country from
a carbon tax”.

“I say no to a carbon tax
because | say ‘yes’ to af-
fordable power prices,”
Mr Abbott told ABC radio
from London on wednes-
day morning.

“l say ‘yes’ to the addi-
tional investment and the
additional jobs we will
get if we don’t inflict this
economic own goal upon
ourselves.”

A day after Julia Gillard’s
carbon tax passed the
Senate, Mr Abbott de-
fended his decision to be
out of the country for the
vote.

The Opposition Leader
was on his way to Lon-
don when tuesday’s vote
occurred and said today
it was a “long arranged
trip”.

THE Greens yesterday
triumphantly hailed the
passage of the carbon
tax laws but warned that
there was more to do.
ONE of the nation’s big-
gest power generators
claims the carbon tax will
do nothing to limit emis-
sions from the electricity
industry.

“The Australian people
are more than capable of
understanding they’ve

been dudded without
needing my presence on
the day that this goes
through,” he said.

“This is a long arranged
trip. The government only
decided late last week
that was going to cut
short debate and push
this through.”

Assistant Treasurer Bill
Shorten said it was un-
surprising that Mr Abbott
was absent for yester-
day’s vote to withess the
failure of his negatiove
campaign against the car-
bon tax.

“I think what will happen
on the first of July next
year when the scheme
comes into place is the
sun will still come up, in-
dustry will still keep work-
ing, the cows will still
keep giving milk and a lot
of the fears will prove to
be groundless,” he said.
However, opposition cli-
mate spokesman Greg
Hunt maintained the Co-
alition would rescind the
tax in under a year if it
won the next election.
“We’ll be seeking a man-
date to rescind the car-
bon tax and we will go to
the election with a very
clear proposal,” he told
ABC Radio.

“It will be all done and
dusted within six months
and under a worst case
scenario it will be 11
months,” he said of the
plan to rescind the tax.

“It can be done quickly,
it can be done effectively
and this is not difficult.
The ALP goal is to present
it as impossible it’s no

“Betrayal” is complete ... Prime Min-
ister Julia Gillard / Pic: Kym Smith
Source: The Sunday Telegraph

FOR a few, it was a mo-
ment to celebrate and to
embrace.

Greens leader Bob Brown
emerged from parliament
into a thunderstorm to de-
clare “even the heavens
are clapping”.

But as the carbon tax Ju-
lia Gillard vowed never to
impose was passed into
law, on tuesday marked a
dark day for the majority
of Australians opposed to
it. According to her detrac-
tors, Ms Gillard>s “betray-
al” was now complete.
And with the passing of the
controversial tax came an
admission from the gov-
ernment it had effectively
divided the nation - any-
one who disagreed with it
would stand accused as a
“naysayer” or “denier”.
GREENS and Labor MPs
who will talk up the carbon
tax at a celebrity-studded
climate summit in South
Africa have been accused
of forgetting people in
western Sydney who will
pay for the tax.

“This has been a victory
for the optimists and a
defeat for the naysayers,”
Deputy Prime Minister
Wayne Swan said.
Finance Minister Penny
Wong claimed a clear di-
vide in Australian poli-
tics between “those who
speak to hope and opti-
mism and those who want
to drum up fear”.

The divide appeared close
to home, with a prominent
government MP absent
when the senate voted on
the legislation just after
midday. Communications
Minister Stephen Conroy,
who reportedly believes
the carbon tax is de-

stroying the government,
chose to stay in a cabinet
sub-committee  meeting
during the historic vote.
Liberal MPs seized on a
handshake between Mr
Brown and Labor Senate
leader Chris Evans.

“That handshake between
the leader of the govern-
ment and the leader of the
Australian Greens says it
all about the betrayal and
the sellout of traditional
Australia Labor Party val-
ues to the Greens,” Lib-
eral senate leader Eric
Abetz said.

He added that the pas-
sage of the tax was: “The
grossest betrayal of an
electoral mandate in Aus-
tralian political history.”
The carbon tax will add
an average $514.80 a year
to family bills and, while
most will receive compen-
sation, high-income fami-
lies will pay as much as
$1031 a year with just $6
in tax cuts.

Concern Australians
would pay a $23 a tonne
carbon price which is now
twice the rate in Europe
after a market collapse
there were dismissed by
the government.

The Greens hailed
yesterday>s vote as a
victory for their share in
power, crowing Ms Gillard
only won their support to
guarantee supply because
she agreed to a tax.

“I think everybody around
Australia knows this has
been delivered because
we have a power-shar-
ing parliament,” deputy
Greens leader Christine
Milne said.

Mr Brown called the
carbon tax “timid” and
“short of the mark” but
said it was “gallant” and
he claimed Australians
would be grateful for the
tax in 50 to 500 years.

Mr Swan claimed the bills
had only passed because
Ms Gillard was “tough as
nails”.

“Putting in place long-
term reform, tough reform,
in this country is always
hard,” he said.

Ms Gillard was asked if
she regretted her com-
ments before the election

but she insisted she was
proud: “I>ve made deci-
sions in the nation>s in-
terests.”

She claimed every living
Liberal leader, including
Opposition Leader Tony
Abbott, supported pric-
ing carbon. Opposition
climate spokesman Greg
Hunt vowed to make the
next election areferendum
on the carbon tax while Mr

Abbott said from London
he would repeal the tax if
he won office.

Ms Gillard vowed to fight,
saying Labor would sup-
port it “five years, in 10
years”’.

The government is likely
to begin a costly ad cam-
paign, with Ms Gillard
saying she wanted Aus-
tralians to have correct
information.

Carbon casualties - three million families
will suffer under new carbon tax regime

THE Samuelsons are the
face of the carbon tax
three million - the families
who will bear the cost of
the Gillard government’s
latest levy.

Teddy Samuelson and her
husband Nik from Castle
Hill will be out of pocket
about $700 a year even
after receiving increased
family payments of about
$75, The Daily Telegraph
reported.

The stay-at-home mum
said her husband worked
“bloody hard for his mon-
ey” with the family bat-
tling existing expenses
and the cost of raising
three boys in Sydney on
Mr Samuelson>s wage
of more than $150,000 a
year.

“When | look at bills 1|
think what we pay now
is more than enough - to
think that number is go-
ing to rise is just wrong,”
Mrs Samuelson said on
wednesday.

‘1 don’t think anyone is
really sure how much
the tax is going to impact
their lives.”

She said the concept of
taxing families who are
earning more but not
compensating them was
unfair: “I don>t see why
we have to suffer because
he earns slightly more.”
While the increased fi-
nancial burden will hurt,
it was the way the gov-
ernment handled the
policy which frustrated
the Samuelsons most: “I
don>t believe the Austra-
lian public should pay for
big business>s carbon

emissions.

“A lot of the debate is
based on inconclusive
scientific evidence ... we
don>t really get a say in
anything any more.”

The almost three million
Australian  households
who will either not be
compensated or will get
only partial assistance
includes single-income
parents earning $65,000
or more and singles on
more than $55,000.
Treasurer Wayne Swan
on Wednesday provided
an example of parents on
a dual income totalling
$85,000 with two young
children who would be
$375 a year better off.
But that will be paid for in
part by families earning
more.

The highest income earn-
ers - on $200,000 a year
- will be out of pocket
more than $1000 a year.
At the other end of the
spectrum, four million
low-income households
will be better off and two
million will be fully com-
pensated.

The government on
Wednesday declared the
debate over.

Prime Minister Julia Gil-
lard said in a speech to
a carbon expo in Mel-
bourne: “The time for
words ended yesterday.(
on wednesday)”

After a standing ovation,
Ms Gillard said “a second
industrial revolution is
needed” and carbon pric-
ing was the “key that un-
locks the door to a clean
energy future”.
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