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Marie Rizk &b ssbe
Mid- East Link P/L

Unit 12, 61 -63 Haldon Street Lakemba NSW 2195
(Cnr of Haldon St & The Boulevarde)

Tel: (02) 9758 2444 Fax: (02) 9758 2799
Email: mideastlink@optusnet.com.au
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MID - EAST LINK P/L

12/ 61 Haldon Street, Lakemba
Cnr of Haldon St. & The Boulevarde, Opp. Lakemba Uniting Church

Michael Rizk
Tel: (02) 9758 2444 - Fax: (02) 9758 2799
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1. The leader of a territory
government is called

1) Minister General

2) Chief Minister

3) Administrator

4) Governor

2. What is the earliest age to join
the Australian Defence Force?
1) 22 years

2) 21 years

3) 16 years

4) 18 years
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3. Early free settlers came from
1) Great Britain and Scotland

2) Great Britain and Ireland

3) Great Britain and Germany
4) Great Britain and New
Zealand

daniua Gtz |
Correct answers:

I Question1:2
Il Question 2 : 4
I11 Question 3 : 2
IV Question 4 : 1
V Question 5: 4

4. Which state is the second
largest?

1) Queensland

2) South Australia

3) Western Australia

4) New South Wales

5. Who are the indigenous people
of Australia

cL~.I9 ) a8 (9ale, &,
1) European Settlers L | 9l
2) the Aboriginal people cbiga H9dalgiwm V9
3) Torres Strait Islander people Wilg alidxig
4) the Aboriginal and Torres 5‘93 dS.l sa5ledl cenlalall

Strain Islander people N
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.. ailg Wlea IPS Security ..
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy
change! IP S Q‘\H
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for "9 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)}.d"
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of o .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ 0‘
suitable to join our team you must: - e
e Hold a first Aid certificate et 4*!"-‘-'
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence “|?|?
o (SS12
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s W .
e Speak fluent English Jkﬁ‘j o 0k
e Have excellent presentation %" M‘}ﬁ"
e Bereliable S e e
We have the following security positions available; )ML.’ M"'"
Crowd Control o ele
(Events) Awdlee
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions koksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions . b .
available. A9 o
Previous Applicants need not apply 994 »
No recruitment companies a 1A
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S . .dﬂﬁ" gﬁ a2
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Joladd! B gubag
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au [




*

\ Y dndua

the mddle . .
Page 12 Saturday 29 October 2011 _.-”HEH/ILD" YooV Jodl Guudad Y4 Casadl

S Yl Judud

EmoceneContracing Team Say it With

I af' _E “ ELECTRICAL

General Contracting Services L) .
osbLll cia Jlesl oo pSilala gusal = u‘-\d-\-«d‘@pﬂ.ﬂgb PN
Ghlisll gain (A clanilg aclgil le ﬁ:ﬂ “ ““;

Joal! b RIS 5)bias Alotao deilone 5 paad s Aol w1 Cladiad g

8,A diwa Y- 50 ASI

w)lé Sl : Jha W

Mob: 0419 999 554 - 0405 203 535
Tel/Fax: (02) 8704 1490

2418 0414 983 608: 035 ok Ipkai
wlwld! H CEDAR DRIVING SCHOOL E‘

O yhacad| 33l @atalt 3y ¥ ) sy

153 G’ Lic: 185750C Tel/Fax: (02) 9725 7011 :(gily ) Igbiai! . L )
Elass & Clarm 753 H t . dlie ol dliae ol §,)lal
. ume Hwy Shop 28A Bass Hill Vo V2
for all your slazing meeds Plazza Bass Hill NSW 2197 T v SH s
b aas b sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au . . . B S
dﬁiﬂ&ﬁﬂf yitwithxoses@optusnet umu mm)u.lsdy.aa.llusg.cl“u
» " Lllat i 48,500 dapo Ean 8)lull
Shirwers Screena, - Aolall (B Hag s lgd! 2 Ada
Siom o ||| RAINBOW BRICKLAYINY P/ 1 by sl 3 2
back Frameleas Glass _ oplsall cillal daals len
e g ikt Sl Al pilud 0407405846 : Jlasii
el D8 e ik The S TR oo 97405846
0404015551 : 33y i Jhad'¥l iﬂ,&fjﬂwu ﬂ"ﬂl' !_‘_‘.! s
o et ko ot gl

"PERFECT INCOME TAX PIL| axb i igh

ANB 17 003 994 394 . . i-
Safwat Arfan-. Saved D407 666 190 :aipll gle — \'ﬁb ¥

Manager
( e ) uml-\)_,.a&\&- M\,_’p—'\

(B.COMM., FTMA, AIM, FTIA)
T i ey Al 1351 RIS pui 124 HIGHLAND AVE,

IS 1y 3,30 BN R PTe Yaqgoona NISW 2199
el i) 858 s 3330 81 (ot [| | SRR Sipalial J W

o Al )-'-‘3“9 cnalagll Tgagicl P e c.g-.'SJ‘S-" Adge @dlg S| ul PFE: 9793 8333 Mebe: 0414 600 042

ulﬂﬁ e bl | & pus i gizr g Ld| s
Sk Jiud ddly Jlad| @sSalidled .
o pall Sl guay (A = oot - SaTS-COATS-TROUSERS 7
(Bell Tower Centre) 0404149000 :p{)." U'l" E uu‘r’iTErilﬁél:lerEs HH.B]:I.H.DJ
g o | Tailoring

Unit 24/ 191 Parramatta Rd. www.alankabout.com

Auburn, NSW 2144 \. -
Tel: 8756 3600 - Fax: 8756 3699 nkdand lmce
Email: safwat@ozemail.com.au . OPTION A FORMWORK Pty Ltd mﬁkﬂ
= ) BILLY FRANCIS | Lully i
m JEagleVzle e optionalommworiByahes cama s =
EAGLE VALE INSURANCE SERVICES e Jnnton : : . .
Active Insurance Management ¥ M J-'l'-l' i;-ﬂ-!- J-IJL!:.I ﬂfﬂ
For Your Business " . " | 3 rllﬁ' ﬁ!‘ ‘*' I _—
+ Workers' Compensation for your Employees i . b nd | ‘
. I|r15urance when st'artingr xpl:BusineZs :..JL-;“ 5 ‘51: Lu.l M w t"*' - "J'M
+ Public Liability Insurance for your Trade Work LAY PP Fg'.' JE #MM‘#MW JLI-NI
P iaraherejrroyy (lagll) th sl plaly gl Jaad
L i et dier Y FIJ Vil

165C Wattle Street Bankstown . . -
Call us Today Lt ﬁ gﬂ']"l-!r ] I’lﬂ.ﬂ
Phe 3635 7629 - Fax: 98233 18358

02 9707 3077 - -
F{02) A708 ZNT — Fx (82) 9707 I213
Mob: 0414 309 360 { * =
email: danny@eaglevaleinsurance.com.au Nk 8119 B8 FDE 51 Phillip 5t. Parramalia
Gl Ul Aiclgoll Juss
Dekkan Servwell Pty Ltd ABN 52 110 4‘54 507 frad]grgjas%;;eva\e Insurance Services are 3‘“ m -l‘!“-! n.m DFW'“" cm'n- H-I.- Hm
Authorised Representatives of AMP Gl Distribution Pty Ltd
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INCLUDES

TURBO HEAD .
_ (LARGE 8.5KG

. CAPACITY

LG Barrel Vacuum Cleaner. LG 8.5kg Top Load LG 422L Top Mount Fridge.
Features an easy-to-empty dust container, long Washing Machine. Multi-irflow for cooling efficiency,

24m cleaning reach, and rubber wheels for Fuzzy Logic electronic control o automatically Bioshield™, dairy corner, moist balance
great mobility. vcss2our select wash level, eight wash programmes. crisper, fempered glass shelves. H172.5

x W68 x D71 .5em. oNwa22rw

WELS 3 star, 117.1L/wash. werssz

$ 67@ LG

LG DVD Player.
Multi-format playback, progressive scanning, DivX compatible. ovsso

*""  ENJOY HIGH
' DEFINITION

LG Blu-ray Player.
Full HD 1080p upscaling via HDMI, Dolby® TrueHD/DTS-HD.spss0

LG (50”) LG (55”)
127cm High 139cm Full
Definition High Definition
Plasma LED LCD Smart
Television. Television with
HD digital tuner, 3D Capability.
Razor frame Get the very best
design, HDMI, high definition TV

experience as well

as 3D capability

and web-based

features. 1920 x

1080 resolution,

TruMotion 100HzZ,

Picture Wizard I,

__RAZOR FRAME _ e 8,000,000:1 dynamic
\ \DESIG” | : : : contrast ratio. 551w5700

Interest Free .y

NO DEPOSIT » NO INTEREST V.2 /4

600Hz sub-field

drive. 50pT250

with monthly repayments until February 2015

Harvey Norman LIVERPOOL (r

www.harveynorman.com.au Megacenta Liverpool,
Harvey Norman® stores are operated by independent franchisees. Product offers end 31/10/11. 2-1 8 0 ra ng eg rove Rd . 9600 3333

*1. Conditions of No Deposit, No Interest for 40 Months with monthly repayments: Available to approved customers on single or multiple transactions where the amount financed is $1,000 or more on GO MasterCard and GO Business MasterCard, or $1,600 or more on
Buyer’s Edge and GE CreditLine, between 14/10/11 and 13/11/11. Offer available on purchases from Harvey Norman franchisees (excludes Miele and Apple products and online purchases). Minimum monthly repayments must be made during the interest free period,
and interest and repayments are payable after the interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly repayment will not pay out the loan before the end of the interest free period. Offer available on advertised or ticketed price. This notice is given under each of the
GO MasterCard, GO Business MasterCard, Buyer’s Edge and GE CreditLine Conditions of Use (as applicable), which specify all other conditions for this offer. A $25.00 Establishment Fee for GO MasterCard applies to all new applications. The GO Business MasterCard
attracts a $40 Annual Fee. Account Service fee of $4.95 per month applies for GO MasterCard, GE CreditLine and Buyer’s Edge, and $2.95 per month for GO Business MasterCard and other fees and charges are payable. For GO MasterCard, GO Business MasterCard and
Buyer’s Edge, credit is provided by GE Capital Finance Australia (ABN 42 008 583 588), and for GE CreditLine, credit is provided by GE Finance Australasia Pty Ltd (ABN 88 000 015 485), both trading as GE Money. *2. Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details.

217425_LIV
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Harvey Norman @ DOMAYNE AUBURN

EALS

We will beat any
genuine competitor’s
advertised price.

4

i

,!]
!
i

Omega Altise Portable Air
Conditioner (Cooling Only).
Cooling: 2.9kW. 10000BTU/hr.
AquacChill technology, electronic
and remote control timer. oApc10

/

»
-

|
i
i

,.
|

5799

Panasonic Inverter Reverse Cycle Air Conditioner. = omegag p o
Cooling: 2.6kW. Heating: 3.6kW. Quiet operation, Eco Patrol, mild dry cooling. CSCUESLKR Panasonlc = G,H‘IJ&

5599

DeLonghi Portable Air
Conditioner (Cooling Only).
Cooling: 2.85W / 9800BTU/hr. Air
to Air technology, smart & sleep

modes, 24-hour timer, Turbo
power/boost, dehumidification
function, remote control.
PACA100ECO

LG ‘Artcool Stylish’ Inverter Reverse Cycle Air Conditioner. . ; -
; : : ; . ' ' N DeLonghi

Cooling: 7.4kW. Heating: 8.6kW. Quiet operation, reduces allergens, auto-clean feature, powerful 12m air throw, jet cool/jet heat. r2aawn

Polocool Portable Air
Conditioner (Cooling Only).
Cooling: 5.5kW. 19000BTU/hr.

2 year replacement warranty,
convenient mobile design,
powerful cooling capacity, remote
control. 2 years replacement
warranty. PC53APC

Panasonic Inverter Reverse Cycle Air Conditioner. .
Cooling: 8.0kW. Heating: 9.6kW. Mild dry cooling, auto changeover. CSCUE28LKR Panasonic POLOCOOL

HARVEY NORMAN® @ DOMAYNE® AUBURN NOW OPEN

Come see Okan Genel at Harvey Norman® @ Domayne® Auburn for a great deal on your next electrical purchase.

WE HAVE STAFF THAT CAN SPEAK MANDARIN, GANTONESE, ARABIC, & TURKISH.

8 months interest Free

No Deposit, No Interest, No Repayments on air conditioning only

Harvey N ' HARVEY NORMAN® @ DOMAYNE AUBURN

103-123 Parramatta Rd. 9648 5411
www.harveynorman.com.au LOCATED ON GROUND LEVEL

Harvey Norman® stores are operated by independent franchisees. Product offers end 30/10/11. (ENTRANGE & CARPARK OFF STATION RD.) (COMPUTERS/ELECTRICAL ONLY)

217080_AUB

*1. Conditions of No Deposit, No Interest, No Repayments for 18 Months on air conditioning only: Available to approved customers on single or multiple transactions over $500 on GO MasterCard, GO Business MasterCard, Buyer's Edge and GE Creditline between 09/05/11 and 31/03/12. Offer available on purchases from Harvey Norman

electrical franchisees. Interest and payments are payable after the interest free and payment deferred period. Offer available on advertised or ticketed price. This notice is given under each of the GO MasterCard, GO Business MasterCard, Buyer's Edge and GE CreditLine Conditions of Use (as applicable) which specify all other conditions

for this offer.A $25.00 Establishment Fee for GO MasterCard and GE CreditLine applies to all new applications. The GO Business MasterCard attracts a $40 Annual Fee. Account Service fee of $3.95 per month applies for GO Mastercard, GE CreditLine and Buyer's Edge and $2.95 per month for GO Business MasterCard and other fees and
charges are payable. For GO MasterCard, GO Business MasterCard and Buyer's Edge, credit is provided by GE Capital Finance Australia (ABN 42 008 583 588) and for GE Creditline, credit is provided by GE Finance Australasia Pty Ltd (ABN 88 000 015 485), both trading as GE Money. *2.Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details.__
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We take pleasure
in inviting you to an
exclusive Christmas event.

DATE: Wednesday 9" November 2011
TIME: 6.00PM - 9.30PM

Canapés and drinks will be served
VENUE: Domayne® & Harvey Norman®@ Domayne®

Auburn, 103-123 Parramatta Rd

(entrance from Station Rd carpark)
RSVP: Tuesday 8" November 2011

BY VISITING: www.domayneathome.com.au/auburn

PHONE: 8748 4200 (during business hours)
RSVP to ensure your place at this exclusive event

Special Guests

4 Alix Clark Rick Jones

Editor Bathroom

L4 Building
M Consultant

Also featuring: JOAN HANGER PAUL JURD

Dream Interpreter In-house Chef

SPEND %50 OR MORE
AT THIS

EXCLUSIVE EVENT

iiin 20" of f

your purchase on the night”

Simply fill out an entry form on the night to enter the draw.

and choose 1 of 200 gifts from

underneath our Christmas Tree’

*|.Available to the first 200 guests. Offer valid 6.00pm — 9.30pm on 09/1 1/11.*2. Promotion valid 6.00pm - 8.30pm on 09/11/1|.Terms and conditions apply, see entry form for details. NSW Permit No: LTPS/11/09299

DOMAYNE AUBURN =il
HarveyNorman @]) 0 M A Y N | 103-123 Parramatta Rd. 8748 4200 WWW, DOMAYNE, COM. AU

Visit www.domayne.com.au :
D ® and H N ® st ted by independent franchisees. (ENTRANCE FROM STATION RD CARPARK) Find us on
omayne™ an arvey ngadltjc: gfff'::sa;':doggylaljl Iy Independent franchisees, faCEb00k® Facebook@

anv SoS/Le
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McDonald’s. Punchbowl
1171 Canterbury Rd

HALAL CERTIFIED

NOW

t(:.‘ opéen 24 hours
DRIVE-THRU ONLY

..................................................’.....

Buy One, Get One
FREE Big Mac’

Valid until 31/11/11 at McDonald’s, Punchbowl

PARENT/CARER MUST BE PRESENT FOR A CHILD UNDER 14 YEARS TO REDEEM THIS VOUCHER.
Hand in this voucher when ordering to receive offer. Limit of one voucher per person per day. Not to be used to
discount any other offer or a McValue Meal® purchase. Available after 10.30am.
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@ didg dlex IPS Security @ —_—
| " ATEM
Are you Ifedkupfwr[h yo;Jr current er_n[é)_loyft)arl'i Bt(oke?
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for w . .
change! IPS "’-h-’
At IPS Security V\rl16 value ou?bemployees and know that E]'eCtrlca]' ContraCtlng
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. * o ” ¥ LQ oy " ‘S
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . ) 9
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)ﬁ'.d" Py e &
excellence. Mb 5
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of uﬁ‘ ““‘ mn &G ﬂ
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be o ¢ P P
suitable to join our team you must: - Mh ’ gs ” ) ‘-u ‘ &l ' ’
e Hold afirst Aid certificate a‘.‘."? 4'.‘.'!“"" o o *»
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &‘ pﬁbb
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . ) LQS‘ “ ” LQAA.” . |
. - <y AA_‘
e Speak fluent English J'Aﬁ‘j 0> P o ;d N
e Have excellent presentation pr Mbﬁ" O UA‘S ‘A—')ﬁ M—l Ws-b-“
e Be reliable )la.wi.? :“aw‘ d.\fll.\).QS." c_||..\.|.).0_|.” L,ﬁ u_l_u.AL«.A_Alu
We have the following security positions available; : o, ol - U ¢
Cro?deor;%/rgl - ’L’“ d_us.u.\.“ LJ)L"Q'HS «_Ah.o]ls ‘_\Luu-u.ls.n.“ ).\Sl‘
Events Aud P o R . .
. RSAcericate Joald AlaSq dlolall B dkia .. dad g k>
¢ Available 7 days/nights - bt .“
Statc posions Ak Pl b delu 24/24 Jaw
We have full time, part time and casual positions . > ° “t
Pavailable. ’ L ABgge 55 @ Ll aeand| @) Jhadt ¥
Previous Applicants need not apply .
No recruitment companies Yoy
Victoria Licence Number: F;74—201—108 . Jead! @@ a8 Tel/Fax:=03 9391 0686
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300572627~ <laddl B s Mb: 04 1794 9650

_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961

www.totospizzahouse.com

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053
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World Lebanese Cultural Union of Victoria Inc.
PO Box 299 Essendon North Vic. 3041
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Ray Bramham Gardens Preston

Corner of Bell Street & St. Georges Road,
Preston, Victoria
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BLUESTAR

logistics

Gutly pgxts uad dads
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HEAD OFFICE MELEDURNE

2432 Stanley Drive Somerion, Vic 3062
Tek [03) 9308 0880 - Fax: {03) 9308 0506

SYDNEY: BRISBANE: ADELAIDE: PEF
155155 Newloa Rd 1IN Beesleigh Rd 6 Georpe Sirest &8 McDm
Tek (02) 6787 9500 Tel: {07} 3344 7400 | Tek (08) 8787 GBGS | Td: (0€) 5
Fac (02) Faxc (O7] 3344 7500 | Faoc (08} £359 0044 | Fax (08) £

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.c
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R red Building Practitioner
¢ “ ot eevj:::k:ngg;'hlp gua:amer A’ } o

, A Oﬁ‘ DirectOr
' 5 d» l d“ Milad El-Halabi - cmc, Jp : B on-Fri: Tem - Epm
040527258 1 * Appointed by the Victorian Government - Sd-g_su-n: Ide - spm

Justice of the Peace Reg. No. 11838

» Appointed and authorised by
the Australian Government
Civil Marriage Celebrant Reg. No. A11175

Expenence

Individual and personal ceremonies PH: 03 9351 1301 Mob: 0413 124 170
r:’:: ((())g)sg 3525355%552 for all occasions and cultures 9/11-17 PEARCEDALE PARADE
it tosgooyRe, B ot el BROADMEADOWS VIC 3047
Barry Plant Emal: miladomo@gmailcom 5. 5, * Commitments ¢ Funerals 9 «Opposite CentreLink» y
The red carpet

Raghad Misho

Senior Property Consultant
Licensed Estate Agent

Shop 16, Roxburgh Park Shopping Centre
Roxburgh Park VIC 3064

T 03 9303 5333

M 0404 860 136

F 039303 7344

E rmisho@barryplant.com.au

barryplant. com au

(gheaadil JOd ol pdig am w0 @SSl A1)
A glall 3yl b guias Wy sl
99351y el (g3 il iyl o b s
L da pad | @dSis )

et CM}H gt g
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SUNRISE BAKE HOUSE

almaza Beer

One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon
now In Australia

//a(//f'/' ( (A as

'almazq‘ |
J

To stock in your restaurant

t‘js‘ el 9 M‘j M ‘Gﬁmj mw . o Gl ol gl Al oy Gl call Classica PL on
o ‘ Liad lag Liga lag e gakdy Al 00 Gyl 03 9383 5222

9484’288 Jhﬂ:’w of! “ e “» o of ..3:‘..@‘4""‘:.",‘.‘
757 High St el L y4 413] o gt " ’difm o rirytatiies

ORNTORY. || gt il (|
VIC, 3077 88,6FM3’J“‘,\£

JosimloSIl Ha LAl
Sl Jadl ae AelS ABUAD

.&.‘;‘M‘ AM SM %m‘ d‘ M}w‘ kw‘ &Q 33 - 37 High.St. Preston Vie 3072

Tell 0394844999 Fax: 0394844566
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R . j ~ ‘ e A j
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“%L‘A"“ L dS P (Rg9 OlSag Ohe) S (B (SIas B g g Hesiod B F3kian daidy dall Al
. (Lnflbﬁ ..\|9.Q O Ph: (03)93544683 254sydney Rd, Coburg
393 SYDNEY RD COCURG Mob: 0418 175 417 or 0425 822 244 Ph: 0393846103

. . Shop 3/ 830 Pascoevale Rd, Glenroy
TEL: 9354 2340 75Harding St. Coburg Vic Ph: 039304 3664
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Saudi Arabia lays Crown Prince Sultan to rest in Riyadh
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Family members of Prince Sultan perform final prayers at his grave at Al-Oud cemetery in Riyadh.

RIYADH: World leaders,
both friends and foes,
poured into Riyadh to of-
fer condolences on the
death of Saudi Crown
Prince Sultan bin Abdul-
Aziz, who was buried
Tuesday in a somber cer-
emony in the presence of
Saudi King Abdullah.
Amid the flashing of
cameras, Sultan’s sons
and brothers carried his
corpse, swathed in a
brown shroud, on a bier
through a sea of mourn-
ers in Riyadh’s sprawling
Imam Turki bin Abdul-
lah mosque for funeral
prayers before burial.
The body of Sultan, who
died of colon cancer in
New York Saturday, was
flown back to Riyadh
Monday, accompanied
by his younger brother
and Riyadh Governor
Prince Salman, who may
now play a more promi-
nent role in the conser-
vative Islamic kingdom.
Among the mourners
who went forward to
greet King Abdullah af-
ter the prayer recital was
Iran’s Foreign Minister
Ali Akbar Salehi, whose
country is a regional ri-
val of Saudi Arabia.

King Abdullah is ex-

pected to name a new
crown prince to replace
late Prince Sultan as the
kingdom’s Interior Minis-
ter Prince Nayef, is tipped
as the next in line.

The death of Crown
Prince Sultan, who was
also defense minister,
might also lead to a wid-
er Cabinet reshuffle.
Saudi Arabia, which
dominates world oil mar-
kets and holds profound
influence over Muslims
through its guardianship
of Islam’s holiest sites in
Mecca and Medina, faces
turbulence in its neigh-
bors and a confrontation
with regional rival Iran.
Prince Nayef is some-
times described by Saudi
liberals as an anti-reform
conservative, who is
likely to take a cautious
approach to social and
political change, while
viewing foreign policy
through the lens of na-
tional security.

However, former dip-
lomats to Riyadh and
some analysts say the
man who has served as
interior minister since
1975 may show a more
pragmatic side as crown
prince — and eventually
as king.

“Nayef had some time
with Sultan’s long ill-
ness to run himself in
as crown prince and he
has acted on behalf of
the king,” said one for-
mer diplomat. “He has
become acquainted with
authority across the
board.”

King Abdullah was chief
mourner at the mosque,
where Saudis in red-and-
white headdresses were
crammed between doz-
ens of pillars behind the
kneeling grand mufti as
he led prayers.

The Saudi monarch, who
left hospital Saturday
night after a back opera-
tion last week, remained
seated for the prayers
and wore a surgical
mask over his face.
From Egypt - where
protesters, backed by
the army, ousted Hosni
Mubarak earlier this year
— military ruler Field Mar-
shal Hussein Tantawi
flew in for the funeral,
Saudi state television Al-
Ekhbariya reported.

It is Tantawi’s first trip
abroad since he took
power in February fol-
lowing the downfall of
Mubarak.

Jordan’s King Abdullah,

whose government de-
clared a day of mourning
Tuesday, also landed in
Saudi Arabia, as well as
Sudan’s President Omar
al-Bashir, wanted by the

International Criminal
Court.
Gulf leaders Sheikh

Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani of Qatar, Kuwait’s
Emir Sheikh Sabah al-
Ahmad al-Sabah and
Bahrain’s King Hamad
bin Issa al-Khalifa were
all present in Riyadh for
the funeral of Sultan.
SPA reported that Tur-
key’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister Bulent Arinc and
Malaysian Prime Minister
Najib Razak also joined
the mourners in Riyadh.
Lebanon’s former Prime
Minister Saad Hariri flew
in Monday to join the
royal family in receiving
the prince’s body as it
arrived from New York.
Hariri was also present
at the funeral.

Lebanese Prime Minis-
ter Najib Mikati, heading
an official delegation,
also attended the funeral
Tuesday.

U.S. Vice President Joe
Biden, Pakistani Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari and
Afghan President Hamid

Karzai were likewise
among world leaders
heading to Riyadh to of-
fer condolences.

Syrian Vice President
Farouq al-Sharaa ar-
rived in Riyadh as the
Saudi news agency SPA
reported that London-
based Rifaat Assad,
exiled uncle of Syria’s
President Bashar Assad,
had flown in.

King Abdullah, who is
in day-to-day charge of
Saudi Arabia despite his
old age and back trouble,
must also name a new
defense minister.

One possible candidate
is Prince Khaled bin
Sultan, a son of the late
crown prince who head-
ed Saudi forces during
the 1991 Gulf War and
has been a deputy de-
fense minister for 10
years.

The job could also go to
Riyadh Governor Prince
Salman, seen as the
next most senior royal
after the king and Prince
Nayef.

Given Prince Sultan’s
long iliness, Prince
Nayef, born in 1933,
has for many years been
seen as the likely new

crown prince.

“We need young blood,”
said a Jeddah resident in
his 50s. “If they appoint
another crown prince
from [this generation] we
will find ourselves in the
same position again in a
few years because they
are all old and we worry
that the young ones may
later struggle over pow-
er.” Nayef’s conserva-
tive credentials as head
of a ministry that has ar-
rested political activists
have disquieted liberal
Saudis.

He was also quoted soon
after the Sept. 11, 2001
attacks on the United
States as doubting that
any of his compatriots
had been involved when
15 of the 19 hijackers
were in fact Saudis.

But Saudi-watchers said
they anticipated few im-
mediate national policy
shifts if Nayef becomes
crown prince.

During the long illness
of Sultan and absences
of the king, Nayef stood
in for his elder brothers,
meeting world leaders
and managing the king-
dom’s day-to-day af-
fairs.

Lebanon’s Shiite mufti heads

delegation to Vatican

BEIRUT: A delegation headed by Lebanon’s
Grand Shiite Jaafarite Mufti Sheikh Ahmad Qa-
balan left for the Vatican Tuesday.

The visit is in response to an invitation by Pope
Benedict XVI to take part in an interreligious

prayer for peace.

The pope has invited representatives from the
Hindu, Jewish, Taoist and Muslim faith to join
him next week for a peace pilgrimage to Italy’s
hilltop town of Assisi. The group will not actu-
ally pray together as the pope doesn>t want to
show different beliefs and rituals mixing, the
Associated Press reported last week.

The Oct. 21 event marks the 25th anniversary
of the first such interreligious prayer for peace,
which was promoted by Pope John Paul Il and
held in the town known for its native son St.

Francis.
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March 1A blasts Hezbollah over STL

Hariri and Mikati

BEIRUT: The opposition
March 14 parties Tuesday
blasted Hezbollah leader
Sayyed Hasan Nasrallah’s
rejection of the funding of
a UN-backed court, with
the parliamentary Future
bloc warning that the party’s
stance is bound to put Leba-
non on a collision course
with the international com-
munity.

The March 14 verbal salvo
against Hezbollah over its
opposition to the payment
of Lebanon’s dues to the
Special Tribunal for Leba-
non came as the United
States exerted pressure on
Lebanon for the second day
running to honor its inter-
national obligations, includ-
ing the funding of the STL,
which is probing the 2005
assassination of statesman
Rafik Hariri.

The dispute over the STL’s
funding is escalating within
the Cabinet, which is sharp-
ly split over the issue. The
Cabinet did not meet Tues-
day as previously scheduled
due to the death of Saudi
Crown Prince Sultan bin
Abdul-Aziz. Prime Minister
Najib Mikati, heading a min-
isterial delegation, attended
Sultan’s funeral in Riyadh
and offered condolences
to Saudi King Abdullah and
other senior Saudi officials.
Former Prime Minister Saad
Hariri also attended the fu-
neral.

President Michel Sleiman
will also travel to Riyadh
Wednesday at the head of
a ministerial delegation to
offer his condolences to
the Saudi king. The Cabinet
might meet at the Grand Se-
rail under Mikati Wednesday
if there is a quorum. Howev-
er, a ministerial source told
The Daily Star that the Cabi-
net might hold an extraordi-
nary session later this week

to make up for Tuesday’s
meeting.

Responding to Nasrallah’s
declaration, Hariri’s Future
bloc accused the Hezbollah
leader of preventing Leba-
nese from reaching the truth
about Hariri’s assassina-
tion.

“Hezbollah’s surprising
stance as spelled out by
Sayyed Hasan Nasrallah has
confirmed his insistence on
confronting the Lebanese
and preventing them from
reaching the truth and also
on confronting the interna-
tional community and in-
volving Lebanon in battles
that expose it to uncalculat-
ed dangers at more than one
level. It also pushes Leba-
non to become a country
whose credibility before the
international community is
in doubt,” the Future Move-
ment said in a statement is-
sued after its weekly meet-
ing chaired by former Prime
Minister Fouad Siniora.
“This Hezbollah’s position
has again confirmed the
gravity of the phenomenon
of the party of arms and
gunmen which imposes its
relations with the others by
a military force, tightening
its control over the Leba-
nese state’s institutions and
apparatuses,” it added.
Given Hezbollah’s “negative
stance” on the STL, the state-
ment urged the government,
namely Mikati, who it said
is committed to the court’s
funding, to declare clearly
and frankly the stance he
and his government will take
on the tribunal and “not to
be content with making hol-
low promises.”

It said Nasrallah’s declara-
tion ignored the unanimity
on justice and the tribunal
that had been approved at
the National Dialogue Con-
ference and later in all policy

Hariri and Mikati attend the funeral of Saudi Arabia’s

crown prince

statements of the succes-
sive governments.

“The Lebanese and the par-
ents of [March 14] martyrs
were not surprised by Hez-
bollah’s stance which again
shocked the public opinion,
especially with its continued
protection of indicted mem-
bers belonging to it,” it said.
In a wide-ranging interview
with Hezbollah’s Al-Manar
television Monday night,
Nasrallah announced that
Hezbollah is entirely against
the payment of Lebanon’s
share to the STL’s funding.
He called for a vote within
the Cabinet if no agreement
is reached among ministers
on the divisive issue.

Since Hezbollah and its
March 8 allies have a major-
ity in Mikati’s Cabinet and
can block any decision, Nas-
rallah’s declaration effec-
tively dashes any hope for
the government to approve
the payment of Lebanon’s
share to the STL’s funding.
Mikati has repeatedly prom-
ised to pay Lebanon’s dues
to the STL, saying that fail-
ure to do so will benefit Is-
rael. He was apparently re-
ferring to the possibility of
U.N. sanctions on Lebanon
if it fails to pay its share to
the tribunal.

In meetings Tuesday with
Sleiman, Mikati and Speaker
Nabih Berri, U.S. Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of State for
Near Eastern Affairs Jake
Walles “underscored the
need for Lebanon to meet
all of its international obliga-
tions, including cooperating
with and funding the Special
Tribunal for Lebanon,” ac-
cording to a statement re-
leased by the U.S. Embassy
in Beirut.

Meanwhile, Free Patriotic

Movement leader and Hez-
bollah’s ally MP Michel Aoun
reiterated his rejection of the
court’s funding.

“We are not a party to an
agreement to pay money
to the tribunal. Whether we
pay or not, the tribunal will
continue. We are not against
justice but we are against the
funding because there is no
justification for that,” Aoun
told a news conference after
chairing the weekly meeting
of his parliamentary Change
and Reform bloc at his resi-
dence in Rabieh, north of
Beirut.

“We support the tribunal if it
had passed through consti-
tutional channels. Any inter-
national agreement must be
approved by the president
of the republic who will send
it to Parliament,” Aoun said.
Aoun has rejected the STL
altogether, arguing that its
formation had not been ap-
proved by the Lebanese
president or Parliament.
Lebanese Forces MP An-
toine Zahra lashed out at
Nasrallah’s declaration, say-
ing it put Lebanon on a colli-
sion course with the interna-
tional community.
“Nasrallah’s statement is a
clear and additional proof
that they [Hezbollah] want
Lebanon to be in a confron-
tation with the international
community and to prevent
reaching justice in the as-
sassination crimes,” Zahra
told Ash-Sharq radio station.
He called on the Lebanese
to resist by politics, demo-
cratic means and in consti-
tutional institutions the “de
facto parties’ project which
does not conform with the
state project and spreading
the authority of its institu-
tions.”

U.S. official in surprise
visit to Beirut

U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs Jacob

Walles meeting with Prime Minister Najib Mikati, along with U.S. Ambas-
sador to Lebanon Maura Connelly Oct. 25, 2011. Photo: Dalati & Nohra

BEIRUT: A US. State
Department official ar-
rived in Beirut late Mon-
day on an unannounced
visit amid mounting U.S.
pressure on Lebanon
to fund the U.N.-backed
court probing the 2005
assassination of states-
man Rafik Hariri.

US. Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for
Near Eastern Affairs
Jake Walles met with
Prime Minister Najib Mi-
kati Tuesday morning,
along with U.S. Ambas-
sador to Lebanon Maura
Connelly.

Talks focused on the
current situation in both
Lebanon and the region
as well as bilateral rela-
tions between the two
countries.

Walles also met with
President Michel Slei-
man, Speaker Nabih
Berri, Central Bank of
Lebanon Governor Riad
Salameh, and former
Minister of Finance Mo-
hammad Chatah.

During his meetings,
Walles underscored
the need for Lebanon
to meet all of its inter-
national obligations,
including cooperating
with and funding the
STL, which has accused
four Hezbollah members
of involvement in the as-
sassination of Hariri.
“He also reiterated the
U.S. view that it is im-
portant to ensure that
the current instability

in Syria does not create
tension in Lebanon,”
US. embassy said in a
statement, adding that
Walles renewed Amer-
ica’s commitment to a
stable, sovereign and
independent Lebanon.
The visit came a day
after the US warned
Lebanon it could face
“serious consequenc-
es” should it fail to fund
the U.N.-backed Special
Tribunal for Lebanon in-
vestigating Hariri’s as-
sassination.

The warning came dur-
ing a meeting Monday
between U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Lebanon Maura
Connelly and Free Pa-
triotic Movement leader
MP Michel Aoun.
“[Ambassador  Maura
Connelly] expressed the
United States’ concern
that a failure by Lebanon
to meet its obligations
to the [Special] Tribu-
nal [for Lebanon] could
lead to serious conse-
quences,” a statement
from the US. Embassy
said.

Hours after Connelly’s
remarks, Hezbollah
leader Sayyed Hasan
Nasrallah  announced
that his party is against
financing the STL.

He called for a vote with-
in the Cabinet if agree-
ment is not reached
among ministers on the
divisive issue, which
may threaten the stabil-
ity of the government.
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Berri calls for Nov. 2 legislative session to discuss draft laws

BEIRUT: Speaker Nabih
Berri called Wednesday
for a legislative session
on Nov. 2 to discuss draft
laws and law proposals on
Parliament’s agenda.

The Central News Agency
reported Wednesday that
Berri will chair a meeting
for Parliament’s General
Secretariat at his residence
in Ain al-Tineh Thursday
to discuss issues related
to the session.

An MP who attended Ber-
ri’s weekly meeting at Par-
liament said the speaker
highlighted the need to
conduct a comprehensive
land survey in Lebanon,
when asked about land
disputes in the Jbeil vil-
lage of Lassa.

The speaker said that such
a move has not been made
since the country’s inde-
pendence in 1943 and
stressed that the judiciary
should have the final say
in disputes like those in
Lassa.

Conflict over land disputes
in Lassa has increased in
the past several months
after the Maronite Patri-
archate said that Lassa
residents are carrying
illegal construction
on lands owned by the
church.

Residents of Lassa have
confronted officials who
tried to survey the land,
and cases are now being
taken to court.

During the weekly meet-
ing, Berri also discussed
the current developments
in Lebanon and the region
with lawmakers, express-
ing interest in the Arab
League delegation’s visit
to Damascus Wednesday.
Berri said that the path of
reform had begun in Syria
and he stressed the need
for increased dialogue
there.

An uprising against Syria’s
President Bashar Assad is
now in its eighth month
and Assad continues to re-
spond to the protest with a
brutal crackdown against
demonstrators.
Separately, Berri praised

out

the “historical role” of
Christians in the region
and highlighted the impor-
tance of a conference en-
titled “The Future of Chris-
tians in the Middle East” to
be held at the Holy Spirit
University in Kaslik on
Nov. 18-19 at the invita-
tion of members of the EU
Parliament and a number
of parliaments in the re-
gion.

MPs quoted Berri as say-
ing that he would direct a
delegation of MPs from all
blocs to take part in the
conference.

Berri also warned against
plots that target the Pales-

tinian cause and are aimed
at establishing a “unten-
able statelet,” contrary to
the aspirations and rights
of the Palestinian people
to build an independent
state with Jerusalem as its
capital.

Separately, Berri dis-
cussed issues related to
the 2011 draft budget with
Metn MP Ibrahim Kanaan,
the chairman of Parlia-
ment’s Finance and Bud-
get committee.

He also telephoned Mufti
of the Republic, Sheikh
Mohammad Rashid Qab-
bani, who was hospitalized
Tuesday.

Gadhafi and son Motassim

buried in secret desert location

TRIPOLI: Moammar Gad-
hafi and his son Motassim
were buried in a secret
desert location Tuesday,
five days after the deposed
Libyan leader was cap-
tured, killed and put on
grisly public display.
“[Gadhafi] has just been
buried now in the desert
along with his son,” Na-
tional Transitional Council
commander Abdel Majid
Mlegta told Reuters by
telephone.

Gadhafi’s cleric, Khaled
Tantoush, who was cap-
tured with him, prayed
over the bodies before
they were taken from the
compound in the coastal
city of Misrata, where they
had been on show, and
handed to two NTC loyal-
ists for burial, he said.

The NTC had worried many
outsiders by displaying the
corpses in a meat locker in
the fiercely anti-Gadhafi
city of Misrata until the de-
caying state of the corpses
forced them Monday to call
a halt

Under pressure from West-
ern allies, the NTC prom-
ised the same day to in-
vestigate how Gadhafi and
his son were killed. Mobile
phone footage shows both
alive after their capture.
The former leader was
seen being mocked, beat-
en and abused before he
died, in what NTC officials

claim was crossfire.

The saga has made West-
ern allies of Libya’s interim
leadership uneasy about
the prospects for the rule
of law and stable govern-
ment in the post-Gadhafi
era.

“I laughed when | saw him
being beaten as he de-
served to be. And | laugh
again now that | know he is
in the ground,” said Emani
Zaid, 20, a student in Trip-
oli. “If the men who buried
him are true free Libyans,
they can keep the secret
[of his grave].”
Determined to prevent
Gadhafi’s grave becoming
a shrine for his supporters,
the NTC wants its location
kept secret, refusing cus-
tody to his tribe.

The prayers for the dead
were attended by two
of Gadhafi’s cousins,
Mansour Dhao Ibrahim,
once leader of the feared
People’s Guard, and Ah-
mad Ibrahim. Both were
captured with him after a
NATO airstrike hit a con-
voy of vehicles trying to
break out of Sirte.

For Ali Azzarog, 41, an
engineer, it was good rid-
dance.

Gadhafi’s death ended
eight months of war in
Sirte and elsewhere even
after the NTC’s ragtag mi-
litias captured the capital,
Tripoli, in August.

Lebanese pay respects to Saudi royal family

g

BEIRUT: President Michel
Sleiman flew to Riyadh
Wednesday, leading an of-
ficial delegation to pay their
respects to Saudi Crown
Prince Sultan bin Abdul-
Aziz who died Saturday.

The delegation accompany:-
ing Sleiman on a private jet
included Kataeb (Phalange)
Party leader Amin Gemayel,
Deputy Prime Minister Samir
Mogbel, Interior Minister
Marwan Charbel, Justice
Minister Shakib Qortbawi,
Minister for the Displaced

Sleiman and Gemayel pay their condolences to Emir Salman.

Alaaeddine Terro along with
MPs Ghazi Zeaiter, Nehme
Tohme and Ahmad Fatfat.
Army Commander Gen.
Jean Kahwagi, General
Prosecutor Saeed Mirza,
the head of General Securi-
ty, Maj. Gen. Abbas Ibrahim,
the director general of the
Internal Security Forces,
Maj. Gen. Ashraf Rifi, and
former ministers Adnan
Qassar and Khaled Qabbani
were also part of the same
delegation.

Other Lebanese politicians

traveled Wednesday to Sau-
di Arabia to offer their con-
dolences to Saudi officials.

A Middle East Airlines pri-
vate jet carried a delegation
from former Prime Minister
Saad Hariri’s Future bloc,
which was headed by for-
mer Prime Minister Fouad
Siniora and included other
March 14 MPs.

Among the delegation was
Ahmad Hariri, the Future
Movement’s secretary-
general, former MPs and
ministers and a number of
religious figures and mem-
bers of the media. Saad
Hariri headed the delega-
tion when it assembled in
Riyadh, and went to pay
condolences for the crown
prince’s death.

Separately, Progressive
Socialist Party leader Walid
Jumblatt boarded a private
jet headed to Riyadh.

STL appoints 2 lawyers to represent each of indicted men

BEIRUT: The Special Tri-
bunal for Lebanon said
Wednesday it has appoint-
ed two lawyers to represent
each of the four at-large
Hezbollah members indict-
ed in the assassination of
former Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri.

“The head of defense office
assigned a primary duty
counsel and a co-counsel
to each of the accused, pur-
suant to the trial chamber’s
scheduling order of Oct. 20,
2011,” a statement issued
by the STL said:

“The purpose of these as-
signments is to ensure that
the rights and interests of
the accused are individu-
ally protected while the trial
chamber considers whether
to initiate in absentia pro-
ceedings,” the statement
added.

The Netherlands-based
court said the assignment
of a duty counsel for Salim
Jamil Ayyash, Mustafa
Amine Badreddine, Hussein
Hassan Oneissi and Assad
Hassan Sabra, the four in-
dicted members, was “tem-
porary.”

Lead counsel Eugene
O’Sullivan, a Canadian na-
tional admitted to the Law
Society of British Columbia;
and as co-counsel Emile
Aoun, a Lebanese national

admitted to the Beirut Bar,
were selected to represent
Ayyash.

Lead counsel Antoine
Korkmaz, a Lebanese and
French national admitted
to the Paris Bar; and as co-
counsel John Jones a Brit-
ish national admitted to the
Bar of England and Wales,
were selected to represent
Badreddine.

Lead counsel Vincent
Courcelle-Labrousse, a
French national admitted
to the Paris Bar, and as
co-counsel Yasser Hassan,
an Egyptian national ad-
mitted to the Egyptian Bar,
were selected to represent
Oneissi.

Lead counsel David Young,
a British national admitted
to the Bar of England and
Wales, and as co-counsel
Dr. Guénaél Mettraux, a
Swiss national practicing
before the International
Criminal Court and the In-
ternational Tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia, were se-
lected to represent Sabra.
The court said the selection
of the lead counsels was
done by the defense office,
with no involvement from
any of the four accused.
The co-counsels were ap-
pointed in consultation with
the lead counsel.

Should the trial chamber

decide to initiate in absen-
tia trials, the defense office
would be requested to as-
sign a defense counsel for
the remainder of the pro-
ceedings, the STL said.
Duty counsel is likely to
be withdrawn in case the
trial chamber decided not
to launch in absentia trials.
The same thing is applied
if the accused decided to
show up at the trial.

STL Prosecutor Daniel Bel-
lemare in June issued a
sealed indictment against
Ayyash, Badreddine, Oneis-
si and Sabra. Hezbollah
denies involvement in the
assassination of Hariri and
says the four men are not
guilty of the charges.

Under the STL’s statute, in
absentia trials can be orga-
nized if accused individuals
fail to hand themselves over
to authorities or prove elu-
sive. None of the four have
so far been apprehended by
security forces.

The tribunal has divided
Lebanon’s political scene
and the ongoing debate
over Beirut’s 2011 fund-
ing to the court continues
to drag. Lebanon could
face U.N. sanctions if, as
expected, the Cabinet fails
to agree on financial assis-
tance to the STL before a
looming deadline.
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Dim prospects for Syrian dialogue

S

N

Assad meets with Qatari premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad bin Jassem al-Thani.

BEIRUT/AMMAN: An Arab
League delegation tasked
with restarting dialogue
between President Bashar
Assad’s government and
the country’s diverse oppo-
sition to end the country’s
eight-month crisis arrived
in the capital Damascus
Wednesday. But despite
claims, the talks were “cor-
dial and frank,” prospects
for dialogue seemed dim,
with the government insist-
ing any talks should take
place inside Syria and not
at the League’s Cairo head-
quarters, and opposition
groups insisting conditional
talks would only be aimed
at ending Assad’s rule.
Assad met the delegation
of Arab ministers, headed
by Qatari Prime Minister
Sheikh Hamad al-Thani, as
Assad supporters put on
another show of strength
with a mass rally at Um-
ayyad Square in central
Damascus, and more re-
ports of violence leading
to the deaths of at least 20
people.

The ministers said they
would meet Syrian officials
again Oct. 30.

In the central city of Homs,
a hotbed of opposition to
Assad, a general strike was
called in protest against As-
sad’s continued crackdown,
which the U.N. estimates
has killed 3,000 people.
Residents and activists said
most employees stayed
at home and shops were
closed in the city of one
million. One resident said
insurgents enforced the
strike. Army gunfire, which

killed 11 people across

Syria Wednesday, also kept
people off the streets.

In the town of Hamrat, north
of Homs, suspected army
deserters killed nine sol-
diers in an attack on a bus
with a rocket-propelled gre-
nade, the Syrian Observato-
ry for Human Rights said. It
was the latest incident in an
armed insurgency emerg-
ing alongside the campaign
of street protests.

Assad faces international
pressure over his crack-
down, with the United
States and the European
Union slapping sanctions
on Syrian oil exports and
businesses, helping drive
the economy into reces-
sion.

“This will end with the fall of
the regime. It is nearly un-
avoidable,” French Foreign
Minister Alain Juppe said
Wednesday.

“But unfortunately it could
take time because the situ-
ation is complex, because
there is a risk of civil war
between Syrian factions,
because surrounding Arab
countries do not want us to
intervene,” he told French
radio.

At Umayyad Square, tens of
thousands of people gath-
ered for what has become
a weekly show of support
for Assad organized by au-
thorities.

State television aired foot-
age of demonstrators
waving Syrian flags and
portraits of the president,
rallying under the slogan
“Long live the homeland
and its leader.”

The rally took place before

the envoys from six Arab
nations arrived in Damas-
cus for talks with Assad
following their call Oct. 16
for the opposition and gov-
ernment to hold a dialogue
within 15 days at the League
headquarters in Cairo.
“What is hoped is that the
violence will end, a dia-
logue will start and reforms
will be achieved,” Arab
League Secretary-General
Nabil Elaraby said of the
delegation, which is led by
Qatar and includes Egypt,
Algeria, Oman, Sudan and
Yemen.

Syria has rejected previ-
ous Arab initiatives, and it
was not clear if this would
be different, or if the gov-
ernment was trying to gain
time to crush the uprising.
The Arab officials’ visit fol-
lows a meeting in Cairo last
week by the 22-nation Arab
League, which gave Syria
until the end of the month
to end military operations,
release detainees arrested
in the crackdown, and be-
gin dialogue with the op-
position.

But speaking to The Daily
Star following the visit from
the Arab League delega-
tion, spokeswoman for the
umbrella opposition group,
the Syrian National Council,
Bassma Kodmani reiterated
the council’s firm opposi-
tion to any dialogue while
the crackdown continued.
“There is no chance for
dialogue while the violence
continues,” she said.

In earlier comments Kod-
mani said that “even if the
right conditions for dia-

logue prevail, the only thing
to discuss would be a road
map for the peaceful trans-
fer of power,”

Responding to what that
road map would entail,
Kodmani said that discus-
sions were “on hold” in the
face of continued killing of
protesters.

“It would be premature to
discuss the roadmap at this
point.”

Asked whether she be-
lieved there was any hope
for the killing to cease and
those conditions be met,
Kodmani said: “No, there
is no indication that the re-
gime is willing to stop [the
killing].” The SNC said in a
statement Tuesday it was
worried the Arab League
initiative “did not distin-
guish between the victim
and the executioner’ and
called for “international
protection for civilians” in
the form of international
observers to be allowed in
to the country to monitor
the situation.Kodmani said
the demand for interna-
tional observation on the
ground was “legitimate and
realistic.”

Assad’s government says
it is serious about po-
litical reform, which it as-
serts militants are trying to
wreck. The opposition says
Assad has no intention of
relaxing his grip on power,
pointing to arise in killings,
torture, arrests and assas-
sinations.

Human Rights Watch said
the Arab mission should
demand that Syria allow in
independent civilian moni-
tors. “The only way to make
sure civilians are protected
is to have on-the-ground
monitors whose presence
would inhibit abuse by the
security services,” HRW
Middle East director Sarah
Leah Whitson said.

Assad is from the minor-
ity Alawite sect in a mostly
Sunni Muslim country. Sen-
sitive to the reverberations
if he were to fall, leaders
of mostly Sunni nations
across the Middle East
have been cautious about
criticizing him or taking
action, as they struggle to
deal with unrest.

Appointments unlikely in coming
weeks due to Aoun-Sleiman dispute

BEIRUT: Ratifying a judi-
cial agreement between
Lebanon and France was
the only major item on the
agenda of the two Cabi-
net sessions that were
scheduled for this week
but postponed due to the
absence of President Mi-
chel Sleiman and Prime
Minister Najib Mikati.

The two officials flew sep-
arately to Riyadh along
with a number of minis-
ters to pay their condo-
lences following the death
of Saudi Crown Prince
Sultan bin Abdul-Aziz.
The judicial agreement
had drawn the opposition
of Central Bank Gover-
nor Riad Salameh, who
argued that it violates
Lebanon’s Banking Se-
crecy Law. A solution was
reached under which Jus-
tice Minister Shakib Qort-
bawi will follow up with
the French on the articles
of the agreement to allay
the concerns of the Cen-
tral Bank.

Ministerial sources from
Michel Aoun’s Change
and Reform bloc told The
Daily Star that the upcom-
ing Cabinet sessions,
which are scheduled to
resume Thursday, will not
tackle appointments in
the public sector, wheth-
er in administration, the
diplomatic corps or any
other post, after efforts to
reach an agreement be-
tween Sleiman and Aoun
on a head for the Higher
Judicial Council, a post
usually reserved for the
Maronite sect, failed.
Aoun insists on appoint-
ing Judge Tannous Mesh-
leb to the post. Meshleb is
not a member of Aoun’s
Free Patriotic Movement,
but the FPM leader decid-
ed on Meshleb following
the judge’s nomination by
Qortbawi, who is among
Aoun’s share of ministers
in the Cabinet.

For his part, Sleiman is
adamant that the post be
given to Alice Chabtini,
the head of the Military

Appeal Court who hails
from Tripoli. Mikati is sym-
pathetic with the choice
of Chabtini as well.
Chabtini is the widow of
Albert al-Am, who was
from a prominent family
that is politically active
in the northern village of
Halat and in the district
of Jbeil, where the FPM
accuses Sleiman of pre-
paring to compete in the
Parliamentary elections
of 2013 against its candi-
dates.

Jbeil’s three lawmakers
are all members of the
Change and Reform bloc,
while Sleiman hails from
the same district as well.
The ministerial sources
believe that this dispute
could be a major hurdle
for the Cabinet in the
coming period especially
as Aoun, according to
sources close to him,
will not give up his right
to nominate candidates
for the vacant posts in
the public sector that
are usually reserved for
Christians.

Aoun’s sources added
that the FPM leader will
not accept seeing Slei-
man nominate candidates
from a district in which
Aoun holds sway, namely
Jbeil and Kesrouan.

The ministerial sources
expect the coming Cabi-
net sessions to see fur-
ther polarization espe-
cially if Aoun demand that
his allies, Hezbollah and
Speaker Nabih Berri’s
Amal Movement, support
his demands in Cabinet
or face a shakeup in their
alliance.

According to the ministe-
rial sources, this shake-
up could be more disrup-
tive than when Hezbollah
failed to express its sup-
port for Change and Re-
form bloc ministers on
several issues that were
raised in the Cabinet, or
when ministers from Amal
and and the Change and
Reform bloc have repeat-
edly quarreled.
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We found international fugitive Alfre-
do Sanchez living in Sydney

a (L

International fugitive Alfredo Sanchez pictured in South
Hurstville where he is living with his children. Picture: Craig
Greenhill Source: The Daily Telegraph

HE’S wanted by UK po-
lice for allegedly faking
his own death to obtain
almost $2 million in life
insurance - after police
claimed they found his
own fingerprints on his
death certificate.

Now, Alfredo Sanchez
has been found living in
Sydney under the alias
Hugo Sanchez, spending
his days getting his hair
cut and coloured and din-
ing out on chicken and
chips, while his wife So-
phie serves a two-year jail
term in the UK.

Mrs Sanchez, 44, pleaded
guilty to her role in the al-
leged fraud and was jailed
late last year, but UK au-
thorities have not been
able to find Mr Sanchez,
only suspecting he was
living somewhere in Aus-
tralia with their four chil-
dren.

NSW Police confirmed
they had recently become
aware of Mr Sanchez liv-
ing in Sydney’s south,
and said the matter was
in the hands of Australian

Federal Police, who were
liaising with UK authori-
ties.

“This is a matter for UK
authorities,” a federal po-
lice spokesman said. “The
AFP will act appropriately
in response to any lawful
process initiated by over-
seas law enforcement au-
thorities.”

When approached yester-
day Mr Sanchez he said
he was aware of a UK
newspaper report about
him and his wife ripping
off an insurance company
for millions of dollars but
denied the allegations. “I
know, | know (about the
article), not true,” Mr San-
chez said.

Mr Sanchez, 47, said his
wife was not serving a
jail sentence in the UK,
but was in England “visit-
ing family” and would be
back next year.

“Sophie is not in jail, she
is with family, that’s all,”
he said.

Asked how he could have
the same surname as the
wanted man, look the

On the run, but we found him ... international fugitive Al-
fredo Sanchez | Pic: Craig Greenhill Source: The Daily Tele-

graph

same, share the same
date of birth and have a
wife with the same name
as well as four children,
Mr Sanchez shrugged his
shoulders.

“Excuse me, | am inno-
cent until proven guilty ...
| have not done anything.
If they want me, they can
come and get me,” Mr
Sanchez said.

When The Daily Tele-
graph called Mr San-
chez’s home and asked
for “Alfredo Sanchez”, a
female said he had gone
to have his hair cut. The
man who now goes by the
name “Hugo Sanchez”
was then seen having his
hair cut and coloured in
Hurstville.

Mr Sanchez and his wife
and children allegedly
moved to Australia soon
after they received a life
insurance lump sum pay-
out in 2005.

It wasn’t until someone
continued to use a staff
card previously owned by

Mr Sanchez that authori-
ties began to investigate
the pair.

Mrs Sanchez was arrest-
ed in September last year
when she flew back to the
UK for her sister’s wed-
ding.

Until a few months ago
Mr Sanchez owned and
operated a tattoo parlour
in Sydney’s south but had
to close the doors in late
August when the busi-
ness was firebombed for
the second time.

Mr Sanchez said he didn’t
believe the firebombings
had anything to do with
the allegations against
him in the UK.

“No, | don’t think so, it
was bikies, lots of bikies
in the area,” he said.
When ambushed by me-
dia outside his Hillcrest
Ave home this morning,
he jumped in his dark
green BMW and raced off
on the wrong side of the
road - leaving a puff of
white smoke in his wake.

Swan strengthens pokie commitment

THE Federal Government will
not walk away from its plans
for mandatory commitments
on poker machines, Deputy
Prime Minister Wayne Swan
says.

He described Tony Abbott’s
promise to roll back the
changes as typical of the Op-
position leader's “entirely
negative approach”.

“It is controversial and it is
causing a degree of public de-
bate, but we can’t walk away
from this issue,” Mr Swan
told ABC radio on thursday,
adding that the Government
would meet the commitment it
made to independent MP An-
drew Wilkie.

“You can support the club in-
dustry and want to deal with
problem gambling at the same
time, and that’s what the Gov-
ernment is doing.”

Mr Abbott this week told a
rally at a Campbelltown club,
in southwest Sydney, it was
likely a coalition government
would rescind the poker ma-
chine reform laws.

Mr Swan said the Opposition
leader’s stance was predict-
able.

“Yet again we’re seeing from
Tony Abbott this entirely neg-
ative approach,” he said.
Businessman James Packer

opposed the Government’s
pokie machine reforms at the
annual general meeting of his
casino company on thursday.
Crown’s casino complex in
Melbourne and Burswood in
Perth are two of Australia’s
biggest gaming venues.
Cabinet minister Simon Crean
challenged Mr Packer and
others opposed to the reforms
to come up with alternative
measures to reduce problem
gambling.

Crown said it had taken its
own steps to address the
problem, Mr Crean said.
“Let’s have a look at that evi-
dence,” the minister told the
Nine Network.

“Let’'s get the facts on the
table.”

Mr Crean rejected sugges-
tions Labor only moved to ad-
dress problem gambling when
it needed the support of Mr
Wilkie to form minority gov-
ernment following the 2010
election.

“Kevin Rudd as previous
prime minister had indicated
his intention to deal with what
he called the scourge of it,” he
said.

Mr Crean said the debate
should be about the most ef-
fective ways to address prob-
lem gambling.

SALVATION ARMY STANDS WITH
AUSTRALIAN COPTIC CHRISTIANS

Leader of The Salvation Army
Australia Eastern Territory
(NSW, ACT and QLD), Com-
missioner James Condon, has
declared his solidarity with
Australian Coptic Christians
in condemning the ongoing
persecution of Coptic Chris-
tians in Egypt.

“Religious freedom is a funda-
mental human right, as recog-
nised by the United Nations,”
said Commissioner Condon.
“All citizens of the world are
entitled to equal rights and
protection, regardless of race
or religion.”

Commissioner Condon also
endorsed the show of sup-
port for Australian Coptic
Christians by the Australian
Federal Parliament on 13 Oc-
tober 2011, describing it as
“an encouraging and clear

demonstration of Australia’s
commitment to religious free-
dom”.

The passing of an historic
private member’s bill by the
Australian Federal Parliament
recognised and condemned
the persecution; expressed
the Parliament’s sympathy for
those affected by recent vio-
lent attacks; and called upon
the Government to issue a
statement condemning the
attacks and make represen-
tations to the United Nations
calling for an end to the at-
tacks.

Ongoing persecution of Cop-
tic Christians in Egypt has
intensified in recent weeks, as
seen in the brutal military vio-
lence against Coptic Christian
demonstrators on 9 October
2011.

Commissioner Condon is available for further comment.
For enquiries or to facilitate interviews, please contact The Salvation
Army Media Office on (02) 9266 9820 — this number diverts to mobile

after hours.
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O’Farrell sticks to target of culling 5000 jobs
and threatens to take the axe to all premiers’ perks

“We do need to look at whether taxpayers should pay indefinitely” ... NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell.
Photo: Ben Rushton

FORMER premiers includ-
ing Neville Wran, Bob Carr
and Nick Greiner face los-
ing some or all of their
state-funded entitlements
under the first review of
the scheme in more than
a decade.

The Premier, Barry
O’Farrell, has asked his
department to advise
what entitlements, if any,
should be available to for-
mer premiers and other
office holders.

The scheme, under which
former premiers may claim
a car, driver, office space,
air travel and telephone
and postage expenses
for life, cost the state $1.3
million last financial year.
“The premiers whoreceive
the vast bulk of these ben-
efits have secured other
roles in the private sector
where they’re well paid
and probably don’t need
the taxpayer to meet the
cost of those services,”
Mr O’Farrell said.

“I’'m not saying that they’ll
be immediately withdrawn
but we do need to look at
whether taxpayers should
continue to pay for cars,
offices, staff and other
benefits indefinitely.”

The government would
not release a breakdown
of the scheme’s cost but
it is understood Mr Wran,
Mr Carr and Mr Greiner
claim the vast majority.
Mr O’Farrell said he
thought former premiers
should need to be in of-
fice for at least five years
to claim entitlements. This
would ensure they had
served a full term and won

at least one election.

But he did not believe he
or his successors should
receive an office and staff
for life when they left
the job, even if they had
served for five years.

“l think it is an anachro-
nism that should end and
hopefully it will end with
me,” he said.

Any entitlements for
former premiers would
be published every six
months on the Depart-
ment of Premier and Cabi-
net website.

The announcement fol-
lows controversy over
Mr O’Farrell’s decision,
announced before the
election, to refuse entitle-
ments for his predeces-
sor, Kristina Keneally. Un-
der the present system,
entitlements are granted
at the discretion of the
incumbent premier. Mr
O’Farrell argues that Ms
Keneally was elected to
office by her party, not the
voters, and served only 18
months.

The review will examine
entitlements for former
Speakers of the lower
house, Presidents of the
upper house, and minis-
ters.

“l think we need to look
carefully at the interac-
tion between former of-
fice holders’ entitlements
and parliamentary entitle-
ments to make sure over-
all entitlements are fair
and are reasonable,” Mr
O’Farrell said.

He said the former pre-
mier of South Australia,
Mike Rann, received only

a public transport access
card after 10 years in of-
fice.

On the other hand NSW
Premier Barry O’Farrell
says the government will
push ahead on its target
of 5000 public sector re-
dundancies.

NSW  Premier Barry
O’Farrell says the gov-
ernment will push ahead
on its target of 5000 pub-
lic sector redundancies
ahead of his announce-
ment of the first round.

Mr O’Farrell, who is ex-
pected to announce the
first round of the cuts,
flagged in September’s
budget, says the original
target remains.

“We’ve committed our-
selves to a target, a tar-
get of 5000 remains,” Mr
O’Farrell told reporters in
Sydney.

He said “natural attrition”
is something that happens

in every company.

Under the public service
cull, which will see jobs
cut in finance, transport,
family services and health,
workers will be offered
a voluntary redundancy
package or three months
to find another job.

When asked about the first
1900 redundancies in a
budget estimates hearing
in Sydney, NSW Treasur-
er Mike Baird described
the cull as “a tough deci-
sion”.

“The cabinet took no
pleasure in making that
sort of decision,” he told
the hearing at state parlia-
ment.

He said the cuts were nec-
essary because the state
had been living beyond
its means.

News Ltd reported that if
workers knocked back the
redundancy offer, they
would lose their jobs in
three months.

Labor MP Walt Secord
questioned whether the
job cuts would really be
attained through volun-
tary redundancy, saying
people were being told:
“You’ve got three months
to be voluntarily redun-
dant. If not we’ll make you
redundant”.

“You’ve got the capacity
to look for another job if
you decide not to take
a voluntary redundancy
(within government),” Mr
Baird replied.

Childcare sex assault charges:

six children molested, court told

A Sydney childcare
worker charged with
indecently assaulting
six children did not ap-
ply for bail in court on
wednesday morning.
The 24-year-old man,
whose identity has been
suppressed, was arrest-
ed at Miranda police sta-
tion yesterday.

He has been charged
with seven counts of
aggravated indecent
assault involving four
boys all aged under
16, according to docu-
ments at Sutherland Lo-
cal Court.

He was charged earlier
this month with a further
four counts of aggra-
vated indecent assault
involving two children
aged eight and 10.

Court documents show
the latest seven charges
relate to the man alleg-
edly molesting the boys
at a range of locations
and times across south-
ern Sydney.

The court heard the
man was involuntarily
admitted to hospital
before his arrest yes-
terday and his lawyer
requested special care
and prescribed medi-
cation for his client in
remand.

The man did not appear
in court and did not ap-
ply for bail this morn-
ing.

Magistrate Glenn Bart-
ley formally refused bail
and adjourned the case
until next month at the
same court.

Banks should follow

RBA moves - Swan

BANKS have no excuse to
not cut rates if the Reserve
Bank does so next week,
Treasurer Wayne Swan
says.

The Reserve Bank is wide-
ly tipped to cut rates next
Tuesday.

If it does so, this would be
the first cut in two and a
half years.

Mr Swan on thursday de-

clined to predict any rates
movement.

But he said the Reserve
Bank>s recent statement
made it clear the board be-
lieved there was room to
move.

“There>s certainly no ex-
cuse for the banks not
moving down if the Reserve
Bank was to cut rates,” Mr
Swan told ABC radio.

Sydney at night - a $15 billion

The City of Sydney has this
morning unveiled its re-
search into Sydney’s late
night economy which re-
vealed that businesses open
at night in the CBD generate
about $15 billion a year.
The night-time economy’s
largest contributing sector
was restaurants and food
businesses at $1.4 billion,
with alcohol-led services
at $425 million coming in
third, well behind entertain-
ment at $870 million.

The CBD’s late night econ-
omy contributed $400 mil-
lion in taxes in 2009.
Advertisement: Story con-

tinues below

The research also found
that the same number of pe-
destrians pass through the
south end of George Street
between midnight and 1am
on weekends as at peak
time in Martin Place during
the day, but at night there
are far fewer transport op-
tions and people have typi-
cally been drinking.

The lack of late night pub-
lic transport emerged from
the research as the ma-
jor problem, but the Lord
Mayor Clover Moore said
that promoting diversity of
offerings for night-time ac-

tivities in the CBD was an
equal priority.

The Lord Mayor launched
the council’s research this
morning ahead of a brief-
ing to stakeholders, calling
it an Australian first.
“Sydneysiders want to
shop late and eat late, go
to films, museums, galler-
ies and liberaries late — and
then be able to get home,”
Cr Moore said.

The City’s late night econ-
omy manager Susie Mat-
thews said that a year
ago, virtually nothing was
known about Sydney at
night. It was almost “an-

economy

other country, which 18 to
25 year-olds want[ed] to
visit” but few others in the
community did.

The council’s research
involved community con-
sultation with government
agencies, the hospitality
industry, police, residents,
tourists, online forums and
vox-pops with night-time
revellers.

The City is developing a
late night economy policy
based on this data, in an
attempt to diversify night
time activities in the CBD
and reduce alcohol-related
problems.
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DOUBLE DOWN- Abbott could force

Opposition Leader Tony Abbott would be forced to call a double dissolution

to repeal to pokie laws. Picture: Kym Smith Source: The Daily Telegraph

TONY Abbott’s forecast
roll-back of poker ma-
chine laws is strengthen-
ing the chances of vot-
ers heading towards two
elections in quick suc-
cession.

But it also is increasing
the likelihood that Prime
Minister Julia Gillard will
be able to complete a full
term in office with the
support of cross bench
MPs.

The Opposition Leader on
tuesday night told a Syd-
ney rally he expected he
would fight the proposed
pokie  pre-commitment
laws in Parliament.
“When this legislation
comes before the Parlia-
ment | predict that we
will oppose it,” Mr Abbott
told a cheering crowd of
about 1000 at Campbell-
town RSL.

“And if this legislation
is passed by the Parlia-
ment, and if we then sub-
sequently form a govern-
ment, | predict that we
will rescind it. That’s what
| predict.”

Mr Abbott has already
said a Coalition govern-
ment would dismantle
the carbon pricing laws
which are expected to be
endorsed by the Senate
in two weeks.

Now he has “predicted”
a commitment to undo
any poker machine re-
strictions, which could be
supported by the same
alliance of Labor, Greens
and independents now
guaranteeing the carbon
emissions legislation.

But the Coalition is un-
likely to have a majority
in the Senate even if it
wins the election sched-
uled for late 2013.

That makes it likely that,
as Prime Minister, Mr
Abbott would have to
call a double dissolution
election so the Coalition
could use its combined
numbers to pass legisla-
tion blocked in the Sen-
ate.

And chief among that
legislation would be the
roll-back of carbon pric-
ing laws and any restric-
tions on poker machine

betting.
The Government is push-
ing legislation which

would make it compul-
sory for poker machine
players to set limits on

their betting, a move
aimed at helping problem
gamblers.

Independent MP Andrew
Wilkie has said he will
withdraw support for the
Government if the legisla-
tion is not passed by next
May.

But Mr Abbott’s target-
ing of the proposed laws
would mean Mr Wilkie
would gain no advantage
from switching his vote
to the Coalition.

The same would go for
independent Senator
Nick Xenophon, long an
anti-poker machine cam-
paigner.

This would lessen the
possibility that Julia Gil-
lard would be forced to
an early election by a re-
volt by cross-bench MPs.

two elections over pokie fight

But Senator Evans said
gambling addiction was
a scourge on society and
Mr Abbott needed to re-
consider his position.

“l would urge Tony Ab-
bott to think about the
social consequences,
about supporting reform
in this area,” Senator Ev-
ans said.

Independent MP Andrew
Wilkie has threatened to
withdraw support from
the minority Gillard gov-
ernment unless it passes
reforms to institute man-
datory pre-commitment
technology on poker ma-
chines by 2014.

But Senator Evans was
reluctant to urge Mr Wilk-
ie to reconsider his threat
to withdraw support from
Labor.

“I’m not going to tell An-
drew Wilkie what to do,
but clearly this is a major
issue for him,” he said.
“It seems like the only
major political party in
Australia taking this seri-
ously is the Labor party.”

Sri Lankan detainee death ‘highly
regrettable’, says Chris Evans

THE death of a Sri Lankan
refugee in Sydney’s Villa-
wood detention centre is
“highly regrettable”, for-
mer immigration minister
Chris Evans says.

The Tamil man, who had
already been granted ref-
ugee status, committed
suicide in the western
Sydney centre early on
Wednesday, the Depart-
ment of Immigration has
confirmed.

It is believed he was
awaiting a security clear-
ance from ASIO.

Senator Evans, who
served as immigration
minister under the Rudd
government, said the in-
creased number of asy-
lum-seeker arrivals was
straining the system.
“Obviously, the death is
highly regrettable and
my sympathies go to the
family,” he told AAP on
Wednesday.

“There’s no doubt there
are issues involved with
detaining people, but
equally Australia has a

Anna Bligh wants same-
sex unions vote

QUEENSLAND  Premier
Anna Bligh wants MPs
to vote this year on a bill
to allow same-sex civil
unions - before voters
head to the polis.

Ms Bligh says there’s still
time for a vote this year
despite there being only
eight sitting days left in
the parliamentary calen-
dar.

Deputy Premier Andrew
Fraser introduced the Civil
Partnerships Bill to parlia-
ment on tuesday night.
The Opposition has brand-
ed the private memberss
bill a political stunt and
tried to block its introduc-
tion, but didn’t have the
numbers.

Ms Bligh says the bill must
be considered by a parlia-
mentary committee before

MPs can vote on it, and in-
sists there’s time for both
this year.

“The rights of people in
same-sex relationships
is a fundamental human
rights issue,>> she told
ABC Radio.

“The government wants to
see those rights extended,
but we want to give the
parliamentary committee
the opportunity to consid-
er it as well.

“There is ample time for
both to happen and to have
that bill considered in the
parliament this year.>>
Civil unions are as far as
the state government can
go to acknowledge the
relationship rights of gay
and lesbian couples, with
gay marriage a federal
matter.

border control mecha-
nism which is designed
to say ‘You can’t come
into the country without
avisa'.”

Refugee Action Coalition
spokesman lan Rintoul
said the man, who was
known to his friends as
Shooty, was taken to
hospital after taking poi-
son, but died shortly af-
terwards.

He said a number of ap-
proaches had been made
to the Immigration De-
partment to have Shooty
released into community
detention, but they had
been unsuccessful.

The dead man’s failed
bid to be released to at-
tend a Hindu festival may
have sparked his suicide,
Mr Rintoul said.
“Whether that was the fi-
nal straw, it’s impossible
to know,” he told AAP.
“How many more lives
will it take before the
government acts to end
mandatory detention?
“How absolutely tragic,
but how telling, that an

accepted refugee could
feel despair enough to
take their own life in a
detention centre.”
Senator Evans, who now
holds the employment
and workplace relations
portfolio, said that while
mandatory detention was
needed for health and
security checks, commu-
nity detention was often
a better option where it
was possible.

“There is a need for ef-
ficient processing,” he
said.

“I's partly because the
system has been under
pressure due to the in-
creased number of arriv-
als.”

The latest death at Villa-
wood comes after three
detainees committed sui-
cide at the same complex
in 2010.

A spokeswoman for the
Immigration Department
said there would be an
investigation into the cir-
cumstances of the man’s
death, and would not
comment further.

Call for interest rate
cut after 0.6 per cent
inflation jump

CALLS for an interest
rate cut have grown
louder, after key infla-
tion figures released
this morning showed
Australia’s inflation in-
dex rose by 0.6 per cent
for the quarter.

But the measure the
RBA will look more
closely at, core inflation
figures, came in below
market expectations,
affirming the Reserve
Bank’s view that infla-
tion was easing.

JP Morgan economist
Steve Walters said the
figures were in line with
what most economists

had been expecting, but
increased the chances
of a rate cut on Mel-
bourne Cup day.

“The headline inflation
numbers were pretty
much in line with ex-
pectations, but the core
numbers have actu-
ally come in quite low
around 0.3 per cent,” Mr
Walters said.

“l think the market is
fully pricing a rate cut
next week on Cup day
and while we’re not
convinced they may do
it, it’'s certainly a big
chance of happening
now.”




Page 39 Saturday 29 October 2011 ’ﬁéﬂﬁfb , YN ol il ¥4 ol Y9 o

Advertisement

539 | (V15N Tions00s0n

Lilaa Jlm.g %k Al WORLD TV/ biworldtv.com

iworldtv.com

Lilaa Zasadl




the middie east SPIRITUAL THERAPIST

HEM LD _ Traditional Spiritual Help
Established 1996, 'a ‘_’ éa‘w' 5)“ ébﬁﬂ‘ Nw‘

' Lpslaviwlg il 7lg,¥l paus™

' T > g dilag, el Licial ® |l 828

- LA T < ot X i itor in Chief: Antonios Bouriz| i, M‘A | | \" e uﬁ l u.l‘AlLC
Bttty i Sl sl Ol | st n i i s el A B e e

66 Wattle St. CNR Highclere St Tel: 02 87648186  Fax :02 87648062 i liaall oogiilly Ze

Punchbowl NSW 2196 Ph 97403717 - i .
Mob 0414418334 Email: ads@meherald.com.au- info@meherald.com.au Mogegt;gﬁwi;ag.gmi§77EE£I(:)?§;@921gchom.6afgg

®

McDonald’s. Rockdale

603 Princes Highway

FAMILY VALUE DINNER BOX"

$19.9§w m.f?”ﬁ = Al

FAMILY

DINNER BOX

e o o

At participating restaurants only. ‘Coca-Cola’ and the Contour Bottle are registered trademarks of The Coca-Cola Company.




	herald_issue_550_page 01
	herald_issue_550_page 02
	herald_issue_550_page 03
	herald_issue_550_page 04
	herald_issue_550_page 05
	herald_issue_550_page 06
	herald_issue_550_page 07
	herald_issue_550_page 08
	herald_issue_550_page 09
	herald_issue_550_page 10
	herald_issue_550_page 11
	herald_issue_550_page 12
	herald_issue_550_page 13
	herald_issue_550_page 14
	herald_issue_550_page 15
	herald_issue_550_page 16
	herald_issue_550_page 17
	herald_issue_550_page 18
	herald_issue_550_page 19
	herald_issue_550_page 20
	herald_issue_550_page 21
	herald_issue_550_page 22
	herald_issue_550_page 23
	herald_issue_550_page 24
	herald_issue_550_page 25
	herald_issue_550_page 26
	herald_issue_550_page 27
	herald_issue_550_page 28
	herald_issue_550_page 29
	herald_issue_550_page 30
	herald_issue_550_page 31
	herald_issue_550_page 32
	herald_issue_550_page 33
	herald_issue_550_page 34
	herald_issue_550_page 35
	herald_issue_550_page 36
	herald_issue_550_page 37
	herald_issue_550_page 38
	herald_issue_550_page 39
	herald_issue_550_page 40

