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Vince Carrabs, Coordinator
02 9562 1792

RECOGNISING LOCAL HEROES IN THE
CITY OF ROCKDALE

Wanted! Local heroes to be recognised on Australia Day as the 2012 Citizen of the Year,
Young Citizen of the Year and Sportsperson of the Year. They will be recognised for their
exceptional contribution to the City of Rockdale community.

Nominations are being sought from the community for those who have contributed in the
areas like community services, sport, charity, education, environment, the arts, humanitarian
work or any initiative that enhances the quality of the City of Rockdale.

The Mayor of Rockdale City will announce the winners on Australia Day.
Nominations close at 4.30pm on Friday 28 October 2011.

Rockdale City Council is keen to see recognition for those who have served and contributed
to the City of Rockdale community. “This is your opportunity to show your appreciation to
the many who care for our City and its people” Mayor Bill Saravinovski said.
Nominations forms are available from Council>s Customer Service Centre, at Council’s
branch libraries or the form can be downloaded from Council’s website www.rockdale.nsw.

gov.au
FOR MORE INFORMATION

City Media & Events

vcarrabs@rockdale.nsw.gov.au

Mayor
Councillor Bill Saravinovski

bsaravinovski@rockdale.nsw.gov.au

»e

il (34 Jlilal pi gt
§3liae Wla
st b Q0

Y TR ™|
QVYAA Y\ Y s Jladil

-




Page 10

Saturday 15 October 2011

the middle east

-.-”HEH LD"

YooY Jo¥l sl ) 0 sl

\+ doia

] it |

Oda¥ | B dnagaaid| Aliwdl )gaman
ad | S g¥ | i | Lo Joaanndd dadnd|

1. What is the population
of Australia today?

1) about 12 million
people

2) about 40
people

3) about 22
people

4) about 28
people

million
million

million

2. Parliament belongs to
the

1) special power

2) executive power

3) legislative power

4) judicial power

3. Both Parliament
Houses are located in

1) Melbourne

2) Brishane

3) Sydney

4) Canberra

4. The Capital of New
South Wales is

1) Melbourne

2) Sydney

3) Brishane

4) Perth

5. The Judicial Power is
the power
1) to make the laws

2) to interpret and apply
the law

3) to put the laws into
practice

4) to abolish laws

dngna G|

Correct answers:

| Question 1: 3
Il Question2:3
I11 Question 3 : 4
IV Question 4 : 2
V Question 5: 2
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aiiy dileax IPS Security ..
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy
change! IP S Q‘\H
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for "9 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)}.d"
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of o .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ 0‘
suitable to join our team you must: - e
e Hold a first Aid certificate et 4*!"-‘-'
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence “|?|?
o (SS12
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s W .
e Speak fluent English Jkﬁ‘j o 0k
e Have excellent presentation %" M‘}ﬁ"
e Bereliable 5 ee e
We have the following security positions available; )ML.’ M"'"
Crowd Control o ele
(Events) Awdlee
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions koksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions . b .
available. A9 o
Previous Applicants need not apply 994 »
No recruitment companies a 1A
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S . .dﬂﬁ" gﬁ a2
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jalad! 2 guiag
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au [
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Toshiba (32”) 81cm High Definition LCD Television. TOSHIBA Samsung (32”) 81cm High Definition LED LCD Television. w
1366 x 768 resolution, 2x HDMI, USB port. 32avs00A Leading Innovation >> 1366 x 768 resolution, HD digital tuner, 1x HDMI, 1x USB. uA32D4003BM

(40") (50") |

Samsung (40”) 101cm Full High Definition LCD Television. LG (50”) 127cm High Definition Plasma Television.
1920 x 1080 resolution, 4x HDMI, 2x USB, picture-in-picture, HD digital tuner. LA40D550k7M HD digital tuner, Razor frame design, HDMI, 600Hz sub-field drive. 50pT250

(55”)

HIGH QUALITY

PLUS

= H"JH |.]I_\>'.[IT'|‘ CAPABLE

PLUS
= — . — Samsung (55") 139¢m
Panasonic (55”) 139c¢cm R _— Full High Definition Smart LED LCD Television with 3D Capability.
Full High Definition Smart Plasma Television with 3D Capability. CAPABLE Get the very best high definition TV experience as well as 3D capability and web-based*
Get the very best high definition TV experience as well as internet-based* features features. 1920 x 1080 resolution, 400Hz clear motion rate, web-browsing, ‘Search All’

THP5EST30A Panasonlc function, WLAN, 4x HDMI. uassossoowm

ideas for life ASkype™ camera required. Camera sold separately. *Content features vary from model to model. Internet
connection required. Data and usage charges may apply. Check your internet service provider for details.

HARVEY NORMAN® @ DOMAYNE® AUBURN NOW OPEN

Come see Okan Genel at Harvey Norman®
@ Domayne® Auburn for a great deal on
your next electrical purchase.

Harvey N HARVEY NORMAN® @ DOMAYNE AUBURN
www.harveynorman.com.au 103-123 Parramatta Rd. 9648 5411

Harvey Norman® stores are operated by independent franchisees. Product offers end 16/10/11. (co M PUTERS/ELECTR I CAL 0 N LY)

*1. Bonus offer applies only with the purchase of the selected products. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Bonus can only be redeemed at the store from which the applicable product(s)
are purchased. Bonus is not transferable for a discount, cash or gift card. For a full refund, all items must be returned in their original condition. Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details.

216145_P01_AUB
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Harvey Normane| 0 M A Y N F

DELAY R MASSIVE

= START
5699 s749 = |sggg*
Dishlex 12-Place Setting Dishwasher. d ISh lex Fisher&Paykel () npbesIT

Five wash programmes, electronic controls, quick wash option, Fisher & Paykel 8kg ‘Washsmart’ Indesit Indesit 7.5kg Washer/4.5kg Dryer Combo.
delay start, fully flexible, easy lift top basket, foldable cup racks on 16 wash programmes, 3 drying programmes, 1200rpm spin
the top basket and fold down plate racks in the bottom. WELS 4 1000rpm spin speed, load sensing, hand wash option speed. WELS 4.5 star, 61L/wash. wDc71258aUs

star, 11.9L/wash. Dx301sK WELS 3.5 star, 98L/wash. wasoTss6w1

000000006
—_— |

 MADE
IN/ITALY

‘ \
STAINLESS T N— '3 YEAR
STEEL . WARRANTY,

>1488 . 51533 52799

Belling 900mm Freestanding Cooker. Large capacity with multi-function options 8 Ariston 300mm Freestanding Cooker.
and electric timer, includes five-burner gas Q) INDESIT Five-burner gas cooktop, eight-function oven, o

multi-function electric oven. BGIooDFSSNGLP hob with wok burner. kporassx rotissetie and triple-glazed glass door. crosaMDX

HARVEY NORMAN® @ DOMAYNE® AUBURN NOW OPEN

Come see Okan Genel at Harvey Norman®
@ Domayne® Auburn for a great deal on
your next electrical purchase.

HARVEY NORMAN® @ DOMAYNE AUBURN

103-123 Parramatta Rd. 9648 5411
(COMPUTERS/ELECTRICAL ONLY)

www.harveynorman.com.au

Harvey Norman® stores are operated by independent franchisees.
Product offers end 16/10/11.

anv ¢od Svi9ile
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@ didg dlex IPS Security @ —
| " ATEM
Are you Ifedkupfwr[h yo;Jr current er_n[é)_loyft)arl'i Bt(oke?
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for w . .
change! IPS "’-h-’
At IPS Security V\rl16 value ou?bemployees and know that E]'eCtrlca]' ContraCtlng
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. * o ” ¥ LQ oy " ‘S
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . ) 9
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)ﬁ'.d" Py e &
excellence. Mb 5
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of uﬁ‘ ““‘ mn &G ﬂ
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be o ¢ P P
suitable to join our team you must: - Mh ’ gs ” ) ‘-u ‘ &l ' ’
e Hold afirst Aid certificate a‘.‘."? 4'.‘.'!“"" o o *»
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &‘ pﬁbb
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . ) LQS‘ “ ” LQAA.” . |
. - <y AA_‘
e Speak fluent English J'Aﬁ‘j 0> P o ;d N
e Have excellent presentation pr Mbﬁ" O UA‘S ‘A—')ﬁ M—l Ws-b-“
e Be reliable )la.wi.? :“aw‘ d.\fll.\).QS." c_||..\.|.).0_|.” L,ﬁ u_l_u.AL«.A_Alu
We have the following security positions available; : o, ol - U ¢
Cro?deor;%/rgl - ’L’“ d_us.u.\.“ LJ)L"Q'HS «_Ah.o]ls ‘_\Luu-u.ls.n.“ ).\Sl‘
Events Aud P o R . .
. RSAcericate Joald AlaSq dlolall B dkia .. dad g k>
¢ Available 7 days/nights - bt .“
Statc posions Ak Pl b delu 24/24 Jaw
We have full time, part time and casual positions . > ° “t
Pavailable. ’ L ABgge 55 @ Ll aeand| @) Jhadt ¥
Previous Applicants need not apply .
No recruitment companies Yoy
Victoria Licence Number: F;74—201—108 . Jead! @@ a8 Tel/Fax:=03 9391 0686
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300572627~ <laddl B s Mb: 04 1794 9650

_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961

www.totospizzahouse.com

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053
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511 Wendell St, Brunswick VICTORIA

Tel: 03 9380 8789
www.NSM.com.au
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Mikati says administra-
tive reform top priority

BEIRUT: Administrative reform
is a top priority for the govern-
ment, Prime Minister Najib Mi-
kati said Tuesday, calling on
the state minister for admin-
istrative reform to develop a
draft law to tackle bottlenecks
and move public administra-
tion in Lebanon into the elec-
tronic era.

“Our primary concern is to
reactivate Lebanon’s public
administration, solve the prob-
lems it is facing and move from
a traditional into an electronic
administration,” Mikati said
during a workshop organized
by the Ministry of State for Ad-
ministrative Reform

Speaking at the gathering, Mi-
kati called on State Minister
for Administrative Reform Mo-
hammad Fneish to prepare and
submit to the Cabinet for dis-
cussion a draft law of measures
to confront the major problems
facing public administration in
the country.

According to Mikati, a lack of
monitoring at administrative
institutions and the absence
of think tanks are two of the
reasons behind the “painful”
state of public administration
in Lebanon.

“The state of Lebanon’s ad-
ministration reached this point
because of gaps on different
levels, especially ones related
to monitoring .. in addition to
that, there’s the absence of
think tanks that maintain ac-
curate statistics and conduct
research for policymaking and
planning,” said Mikati.

The prime minister stressed
that public administration re-
form should be aimed at facili-
tating policymaking.

“It [public administration]
shouldn’t become another bur-
den in addition to all the bur-
dens facing the nation and its
people,” he added.

The workshop, called “Strat-
egy for the Development of
Public Administration in Leba-
non,” was “aimed at discuss-
ing the means to address the
administration’s dire situation
and make it ready to serve the
public interest,” said Samer
Hankir, senior training officer
in the ministry and one of the
organizers of the workshop.
According to Hankir, experts
and officials should put more
effort into reshaping the coun-

try’s administration.

“We should work on finding
solutions for the administra-
tion and develop its ethics,
instead of criticizing and com-
plaining about its corruption,”
Hankir said.

Speaking at the workshop,
Minister of State Mohammad
Fneish said that political will is
a vital factor in developing ef-
fective public administration.
“The primary factor for suc-
cessfully implementing a strat-
egy for administrative develop-
ment is .. the strong willingness
of politicians to take the proper
decisions and remove all ob-
stacles,” said Fneish.
Addressing Mikati, Fneish said
that the premier’s presence
and involvement in the work-
shop is a “strong indication
that the government is willing
to have administrative reform
among its top priorities.”
Fneish also said that having
an effective administration
requires the development of
the country’s political system,
adding that the country’s cur-
rent system has hampered re-
form and efforts to establish
effective public policies.
“Building an effective admin-
istration requires developing
the political system through a
new electoral law that allows
healthy representation,” he
said.

According to Fneish, decentral-
ization in policymaking would
greatly improve the lives of the
Lebanese, regardless of where
they reside.

“Decentralization of the admin-
istration facilitates the interests
of the Lebanese and allows
their participation in individual
regions to ensure development
and growth and diminish the
rates of emigration,” Fneish
explained.

Fneish also discussed a range
of other issues that need to
be addressed in the course of
the country’s administrative
reform, including passing leg-
islation related to monitoring
the work of ministries and pub-
lic institutions, development
of planning, human resources
and the Internet.

“Some issues we discussed in
today have been approved by
the Cabinet and they’ve been
sent to Parliament for a vote,”
he said.

Cabinet firm on plan for wage hikes

Cabinet members meet at the Presidential Palace in Baabda.

BEIRUT: The Lebanese
government said Wednes-
day it would press ahead
with its plan to raise wag-
es and increase benefits
despite fierce opposition
from the private sector,
which has threatened to
ignore the newly agreed
measures unless they are
renegotiated.

The Cabinet, which met
at Baabda Presidential
Palace, insisted that the
salary and benefits pack-
age it had agreed to a day
earlier would be endorsed
without ammendments.
But sources told The Dai-
ly Star that Prime Minister
Najib Mikati may form a
ministerial committee to
re-examine the proposed
wage and benefit increas-
es and make some modi-
fications.

The Cabinet agreed late
Tuesday to increase
the minimum wage to
LL700,000 from the cur-
rent LL500,000 and raise
by LL200,00 the wages
of those earning less
than LL1 million and by
LL300,000 those who
earn between LL1 million
and LLA.8 million.

But the sources claimed
that the committee to be
formed by Mikati could
recommend an across-
the-board LL300,000
monthly increase, instead
of confining wage hikes
to individuals earning un-
der LLA.8 million.
Information Minister
Walid Daouk told report-
ers that the Cabinet will
sign a decree calling on

the public and private
sectors to observe the
salary increases as well
as the new transporta-
tion and education allow-
ances

“We will sign the decree
once the committee com-
pletes drafting the full
text,” the minister said.
He stressed that any per-
son making an income
over LL1.8 million would
not be entitled to an in-
crease, dashing rumors
that the Cabinet might re-
consider its original pro-
posal.

However, the Cabinet now
faces an uphill struggle
to persuade private com-
panies to comply with the
new increases in sala-

ries.
The Economic Commit-
tees, which represent

leading businessmen and
chairmen of companies
and banks in Lebanon,
called on all private com-
panies to refuse to com-
ply with Cabinet’s deci-
sion to raise wages.

The committees made
the plea after a meeting
at Beirut’s Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
to assess the salary in-
crease.

Former Minister Adnan
Kassar, who was speak-
ing on behalf of the com-
mittees, explicitly rejected
the government’s deci-
sion to offer LL300,000 o
people earning between
LLA million to LLA.8 mil-
lion a month, warning that
such a step would deal a
severe blow to the Leba-

nese economy which is
already reeling under a
severe recession.

Kassar and others say
they are not against rais-
ing salaries in principle
but fear that any haphaz-
ard increase may prompt
some businesses to ei-
ther shut down or lay off
employees.

“The decision to increase
the salaries is unfair be-
cause it did not take into
consideration the con-
cerns of the Economic
Committees which held
talks with the president
of the Republic, speaker
of the House and prime
minister on Tuesday.
The Cabinet did not even
consider the statistics
provided by the Central
Statics Committee, which
calculated the actual ac-
cumulated average of in-
flation from 2008 [at 16.8
percent],” the statement
of the committees said.

It added that the Cabinet’s

decision contradicts Leb-
anese labor laws, as well
as all international agree-
ments.

“This decision is tanta-
mount to a mercy bullet
on the private sector. If
the government is con-
cerned about prospects
of riots in the streets if
the demands of the labor
unions are not met, then
it should be equally wor-
ried about the prospects
of higher unemployment
if the wage increase is
enforced by the authori-
ties,” the statement said.
The Cabinet’s wage pack-
age failed to appease
some Lebanese Ilabor
groups, including the
Private Teachers Asso-
ciation, which called for
a one-day strike Wednes-
day to protest against
what they called unfair
salary increases. The
response to the call to
strike varied from one re-
gion to another.

Lebanon draws 2-2 with Ku-
wait in World Cup qualifier

Lebanese players celebrate
their second goal against
Kuwait during their 2014
World Cup qualifying soc-
cer match in Beirut, Leba-

non, Tuesday, Oct 11,
2011. (Mohammad Azakiri
The Daily Star)

BEIRUT: Lebanon came
within minutes of pulling
off another shock victory
against Kuwait Tuesday,
conceding late to a 2-2 draw
at Cite Sportive.

Lebanon drew with Kuwait
2-2 Tuesday in the third
game of group B of the
qualifying stages of the
World Cup 2014.

Lebanon has played already
two of its matches in the
third round of the qualify-
ing stages, losing to South
Korea 6-0 and defeating the
UAE 3-1.

Around 40,000 fans showed
up to support Lebanon after
their surprise win over the
UAE a month ago. While
their presense was a sig-
nificant boost to the play-
ers, bad behaviour -- mostly
related to playing with fire-

works -- forced the referee
into stopping the game for
six minutes.

Ahed forward Hassan Maa-
touk gave Lebanon the lead
after a quarter of an hour,
exchanging passes with
Mohammad Ghaddar before
sweeping home a curling
shot into the far corner from
10 yards. Lebanon enjoyed
the rest of the first half as
Roda Antar strode around
the field, keeping the hosts
on top.

Five minutes into the sec-
ond half Yousef Naser near-
ly put the scores on level
terms but Samad was able
to squeeze the ball against
the cross bar before Mo-
hammad Baquir Younis put
the ball out for a corner.
Moments later Kuwait were
level, Mesad Nada arriving
late at the far post to head in
from the resulting corner.
Going into the final minutes
Akram Moghrabi earned a
penalty that Maatouk calmly
dispatched before Fahad al
Enezi equalized immediate-
ly after.
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Pro-Assad Syrians in Damascus rally in show of strength

Supporters of Assad take part in a pro-regime rally in Damascus.

Syrian pro-government pro-
testers put on a show of
strength Wednesday as tens
of thousands rallied in the
Syrian capital in support of
President Bashar Assad’s
rule, in apparent response
to growing international sup-
port for the recently formed
opposition council.

The demonstration followed
a call on the Facebook page
“My homeland, Syria” for
Assad supporters to rally to
“reinforce unity and solidar-
ity with the families of mar-
tyrs and thank Russia and
China for their stand against
the conspiracy” at the U.N.
Security Council.

Russia and China, both per-
manent members of the U.N.
Security Council, used their
vetoes on Oct. 4 to block a
Western resolution threat-
ening Assad’s regime with
“measures” if it did not end
its bloody crackdown on dis-
sent.

The demonstration also de-
nounced the Syrian National
Council, an umbrella body
formally set up on Oct. 2 that
has pulled together most of
the groups opposing Assad.
Placards in the central Sa-
baat Bahrat district pro-
claimed “The army and peo-
ple with you, Bashar Assad”
and “Syria is our country
and Assad our president.” A
giant portrait of the president
dominated the area.

The United Nations says the
repression has caused more
than 2,900 deaths since pro-
tests erupted in mid-March.
Syrian authorities accuse

“armed terrorist gangs” of
being behind the trouble. Da-
mascus has threatened re-
taliation against any country
that recognizes the SNC.

But Qatari emir Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani
Wednesday hailed as an “im-
portant step” the creation of
the opposition front, urging
Assad to talk to them.

“It is in the interest of Syria
that the government sits with
and reaches an agreement
with this council over the
nature of a new constitution
that would preserve the bal-
ance of the Syrian nation,”
the ruler of the energy-rich
Gulf state said in remarks
aired on the Doha-based Al-
Jazeera news channel.

“I think that the council en-
joys legitimacy among the
protesters in Syria,” he add-
ed.

The European Union Monday
welcomed the council’s for-
mation and urged the world
to do the same, as it read-
ied new sanctions against
Assad’s autocratic govern-
ment.

Meanwhile, Burhan Ghalioun,
a prominent SNC figure, said
Western nations are not do-
ing enough to pressure Rus-
sia into changing its stance
on Syria and must do more
to support the burgeoning
opposition, France 24 Tele-
vision reported Wednesday.
Paris-based Burhan Ghal-
ioun, considered the group’s
leader, said the newly formed
SNC hoped to get recogni-
tion from European coun-
tries once its structure is in

place.

France, the first Western
country to recognize Libya’s
opposition, has been cham-
pioning the cause of pro-de-
mocracy protesters in Syria,
leading calls for a U.N. Se-
curity Council resolution to
condemn the government’s
bloody crackdown on them.
In a symbolic display of sup-
port, French Foreign Minister
Alain Juppe met Ghalioun in
Paris earlier this week.
“Juppe’s gesture was signif-
icant,” Ghalioun said. “The
French will consult the other
Europeans and we hope to
have recognition from Euro-
pean countries later, but let’s
wait a few days, weeks,” he
said.

Ghalioun, an intellectual and
political sociologist based at
the Sorbonne university, was
thrust into the limelight this
year when peaceful protests
against Assad’s government
turned violent and demon-
strators looked for somebody
to help galvanize various
strands of the opposition.

He said the West could be
more “aggressive” in its ap-
proach to Russia, which has
refused to join international
condemnation of Syria’s
long crackdown on protest-
ers and used its veto along
with China to reject a draft
U.N. resolution.

Ghalioun, 66, also called for
a conference bringing to-
gether the main stakehold-
ers in the Syrian conflict.

“l think the European Union
and Western countries have
not done everything politi-

cally to convince Russia and
other reticent countries,”
Ghalioun said. “I don’t think
there are strong enough po-
sitions and actions.”
Ghalioun stressed that de-
spite differences within the
opposition, efforts are being
made “to make sure there is
just one voice.”

“I don’t think the opposition
is divided. I think the opposi-
tion is unanimous on one ob-
jective: the end of the regime
and fall of Bashar Assad,” he
said.

In comments to the pan-Arab
daily Ash-Sharq al-Awsat
Wednesday, Ghalioun re-
sponded to allegations that
he had recently visited Da-
mascus and met with gov-
ernment officials.

Ghalioun said the allegations
were part of government pro-
paganda aimed at discredit-
ing the Syrian opposition,
describing such reports as
“intelligence games.”

Omar Idelbi, spokesperson
for the Local Coordination
Committees, told The Daily
Star Wednesday that the op-
position trusted Ghalioun,
adding that government pro-
paganda will not succeed in
breaking the opposition.

“I assure you that there are
no divisions within the oppo-
sition. The government was
terrified by the formation of
the SNC, and that is why it is
escalating its attacks against
us,” he said.

Back in Damascus, promi-
nent dissident Walid al-
Bunni, who was arrested in
August, was freed on bail
Wednesday, his lawyer Mi-
chel Shammas said.

“The Damascus court of ap-
peals on Wednesday freed
opposition figure Walid al-
Bunni in exchange for a
bail of 1,450 Syrian pounds
($23). He will be tried later for
inciting  [anti-government]
demonstrations and sectari-
anism,” he said.

Bunni was detained on Aug.
6 along with his two sons,
who were released shortly
afterward. In 2000, Bunni
was one of the prime movers
of the short-lived “Damas-
cus Spring” amid hopes for
reform that followed Assad’s
accession to the presidency
after the death of his father,
Hafez.

UK. warns Britons against travel
to Syrian border

BEIRUT: The United Kingdom
advised its nationals Wednes-
day to avoid all but essential
travel to the Syrian border, as
London’s ambassador to Bei-
rut pledged increased sup-
port for the Lebanese Army.
An updated travel warning
for Britons living in Lebanon
appeared on the Foreign Of
fice’s website following a re-
cent spate of Syrian military
incursions into Lebanon.

“We advise against all but
essential travel to anywhere
within 5 km of the border
with Syria. There have been
a number of incidents where
Syrian troops have crossed
into Lebanon at various
points on the border,” the
warning said.

A Syrian farmer was shot
and killed by Syrian artillery
last week in the northern Be-
kaa Valley town of Arsal. His
death drew opprobrium from
politicians and followed Syr-
ian incursions into Lebanon
at Al-Mwanseh and Wadi
Khaled in north Lebanon.
“These incursions have been
unpredictable and violent,”
the revised travel warning
said.

Britain continues to advise
its nationals against all but
essential travel to the Bekaa
Valley and all travel to Pal-
estinian refugee camps in
Lebanon, citing security con-
cerns.

U.K. Ambassador Tom Fletch-
er met with President Michel

SleimanTURN TO PAGE
10FROM PAGE 1Wednesday
and proposed his country’s
three-point plan to aid Leba-
nese stability.

Fletcher’s outline would help
protect Lebanon’s financial
system from the potential
impact of international sanc-
tions against Syria and in-
crease British training to the
Lebanese Army and Internal
Security Forces.

The third element of the plan
would see Britain back re-
form to generate economic
growth and boost investment
in sectors such as energy,
high-speed internet and busi-
ness law.

“This program represents
British confidence in Leba-
non’s independent, sovereign
and stable future. To take it
forward, there will be an in-
tensification of high-level vis-
its and contacts between Lon-
don and Beirut in the coming
weeks,” a statement from the
British Embassy said.

The two officials also dis-
cussed the need for all coun-
tries to respect international
resolutions, most notably
Lebanon’s obligation to con-
tinue to fund the U.N.-backed
investigation into the death of
former Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri, as per Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1151. Sleiman
has voiced support for Leba-
non paying 49 percent of the
costs of the Special Tribunal
for Lebanon in 2011.

Hezbollah describes Hamas,
Israel deal as victory

BEIRUT: Hezbollah Wednesday praised as a victory for the
resistance in Palestine a deal between Hamas and Israel to
release over 1,000 Palestinian prisoners in exchange for the
captive Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit.

“Once again, the resistance in Palestine achieved a great
victory by forcing the arrogant Jewish regime to respond to
its logic and demand,” Hezbollah said in a statement.

Both Israel and Gaza’s Hamas confirmed Tuesday that an
agreement was reached to release over 1,000 Palestinians
in two stages, the first involving 450 to be swapped for Shal-
it, with the remaining 550 to be freed later.

“Executing this deal ... shows that the resistance in Lebanon
and Palestine and other places in the Arab and Muslim world
is effective in regaining land, freeing prisoners and preserv-
ing its freedom, dignity, and independence,” the statement

added.

Hezbollah also urged Arab and Muslim people to embrace
the resistance which it said had proved to be the “only
means to regain rights, by freeing prisoners and land.”

“We, in Hezbollah, believe that such a victory forces the col-
lapse of some people>s illusion that negotiations and beg-
ging the international community or great powers could ac-
tually bring back any rights,” the statement added.
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Israel to free 1,027 Palestinians for Shalit in swap

ERUSALEM/DAMASCUS:
Israel and Gaza’s Hamas
Islamist rulers have agreed
o release over 1,000 Pales-|
inian prisoners for the lone
Israeli captive soldier Gilad
halit, resolving one of the|
most emotive and intracta-
ble issues between them.
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-|
min Netanyahu announced
in Jerusalem that the deal
as “finally summarized
nd both sides signed.”
In the Gaza Strip, Hamas
onfirmed that it only re-
mained to conclude techni-
al arrangements for the ex-
hange in the coming days.
he breakthrough pact, bro-
kered by the new Egyptian
overnment after many false
awns in years of secret ef-
orts to free Shalit since he
as captured in 2006, has|
no direct bearing on Middle
East peace negotiations.
But it was virtually certain
o improve the climate for
restarting talks that have
been stalled for over a year.
bu Ubeida, a spokesman
or Hamas’ armed wing,
old Reuters the agreement
in principle was sealed.
“We are in the process off
ompleting the technical ar-
rangements to complete the,
eal within days,” he said.
he agreement calls for
he release of over 1,000
Palestinians in two stages,
he first involving 450 to be|
wapped for Shalit, with the
remaining 550 to be freed
later.
source involved in the)

talks said the long elusive
pact had been mediated by
Egypt, playing a role which
is likely to strengthen Is-
rael’s ties with Cairo, which
have suffered since the fall
of Egyptian leader Hosni
Mubarak in the Egyptian
revolution this year. Egypt’'s
state television said Egypt
succeeded in sealing the
exchange.

In the past few days, Israeli
officials were in Cairo, and
Hamas officials arrived to
Cairo Monday. The exiled
political chief of the Islamist
Hamas movement, Khaled
Meshaal, in Syria confirmed
the deal and said that 27
of the freed prisoners are
women.

“Hamas and Israel have
reached an agreement under
which 1,027 Palestinians, of
whom 27 are women, will
be freed in two phases,”
Meshaal said at a news con-
ference in Damascus broad-
cast on Arabic-language
television channels, calling
the prisoners “our heroic
detainees.”

“This is a national achieve-
ment for the whole Pales-
tinian people. All are strug-
gling, nationalists and we
all have sacrificed,” he said,
adding that he was pained
not to be able to release
the thousands of remaining
prisoners held by Israel.
Early reports from several
Hamas officials, speaking
on condition of anonymity
pending a formal announce-
ment, said the leader of a

Palestinian faction, Ahmad
Saadat, and the most promi-
nent prisoner, Marwan Barg-
houti, would be included in
the deal.

“The information that we
have confirms that Marwan
and Ahmad will be released
in the deal,” a senior Pal-
estinian official told AFP
Tuesday on condition of
anonymity.

But as details emerged
about the swap, an Israeli
official denied Barghouti
would be released as part
of the deal. Yoram Cohen,
head of the Shin Bet inter-
nal intelligence service,
said that neither Barghouti
nor Saadat were slated for
release.

Saadat was convicted of
planning the assassination
of an Israeli Cabinet minis-
ter in 2001. A lifelong activ-
ist who supported the Oslo
peace process in the 1990s,
Barghouti is widely believed
to have masterminded the
second intifada, or Palestin-
ian uprising, that erupted in
2000.

Barghouti was the top lo-
cal commander of Fatah,
the movement of President
Mahmoud Abbas, when he
was arrested in 2002 and
two years later was sen-
tenced to five life terms for
murder over his role in sev-
eral deadly anti-Israeli at-
tacks.

He has since said he never
supported attacks on civil-
ians inside Israel, and in
recent years has thrown his

support behind peaceful re-
sistance.

The exchange was greeted
with relief by both Palestin-
ians and Israelis.

Tens of thousands of people
flooded into the streets of
northern Gaza to celebrate.
Hamas said tens of thou-
sands of people took part
in celebratory rallies after
hearing of the deal.
“Crowds of tens of thou-
sands are heading towards
the Khulafa Mosque in Jab-
aliya camp at the beginning
of the human floods of joy
for the victory of the resis-
tance and the completion of
the prisoner exchange,” a
statement from Hamas said.
Abbas, from Caracas, where
he is currently holding talks,
hailed the deal as a “national
achievement,” a senior Pal-
estinian official told AFP.
“President Abbas warmly
welcomes the completion
of an exchange deal which
is a Palestinian national
achievement,” negotiator
Saeb Erakat told AFP by
phone.

“President Abbas consid-
ers this the achievement of
the Palestinian people and
we hope that the day will
soon come when all our
prisoners will return to their
homes and their families,”
he added.

The Palestinians have long
clamored for the release
of hundreds they consider
political prisoners, while a
campaign by Shalit’'s fam-
ily has made him a cause
celebre in Israel and his re-
lease a test for Netanyahu'’s

government.

Israeli television quoted Ne-
tanyahu as telling Shalit’s
parents that ever since he
took office three years ago
“I've been waiting for the
chance to make this tele-
phone call” to inform them
of the deal.

In Gaza, the families of men
jailed for life by Israel await-
ed word that their names
would be on the list. Virtu-
ally every Palestinian has
a relative who has served
time in an Israeli prison,
and Palestinians routinely
hold large demonstrations
where they hold up posters
of their imprisoned loved
ones.

The main sticking point in
earlier negotiations had
been Israel’s reluctance to
meet Hamas’ demands to
free prisoners convicted
of involvement in lethal at-
tacks against Israelis.

Israel has carried out sever-
al lopsided prisoner swaps
in the past, notably in 1985
when hundreds of Palestin-
ian prisoners were freed in
exchange for several sol-
diers captured Lebanon’s
Hezbollah.

The ordeal of Shalit, a
young corporal, transfixed
Israel after the tank gunner
was captured by militants
who tunneled their way out
of Gaza and then forced him
back over the border.

He was 19 at the time and
had begun his mandatory
three-year army service
nearly a year previously.
Shalit, a native Israeli who
also holds French citizen-
ship, was last seen in a
videotape released by his
captors in September 2009
showing him looking pale
and thin.

He received no visits from
the International Committee
of the Red Cross, despite
many appeals.

Saudi king to undergo operation

JEDDAH: Saudi King Ab-
dullah, who underwent
surgery last year for back-
related problems, will un-
dergo an operation in the
coming days, Saudi Ara-
bia’s state news agency re-
ported Tuesday.

The health of the ruler of
the world’s leading oil ex-
porter is of keen interest,
given his age — thought to
be 88 — and the concentra-
tion of power among Saudi
Arabia’s ruling royal family.
“In continuation of the
scheduled medical follow
up of King Abdullah, the
king will undergo an opera-
tion in the coming days in
Riyadh,” news agency SPA
reported, citing a statement
from the royal court.
Details of the planned op-

eration were not disclosed.
King Abdullah was absent
for three months late in
2010 while he underwent
treatment for a herniated
disc that caused blood
to accumulate around
his spine. He underwent
surgery in New York and
convalesced in Morocco,
leaving his brother Crown
Prince Sultan in charge.

Last month, the king un-
veiled greater representa-
tion for women in Saudi
Arabia, granting them the
right to vote and stand in
local elections. Women in
Saudi Arabia are not al-
lowed to drive and require
a male relative’s permis-
sion to work or leave the
country.
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Pr.Minister Najib Mikati meets Mr.Ghassan Ghossen with a Delegation

BEIRUT: An eleventh-hour
deal that saw the Leba-
nese government raise
wages and increase ben-
efits averted what had
promised to be the largest
general strike in the coun-
try’s history but drew an
angry response from the
private sector.

The General Labor Con-
federation (GLC) sus-
pended Wednesday’s
planned strike after the
Cabinet agreed late Tues-
day night to increase
the minimum wage to
LL700,00 ($466) from the
current LL500,000. The
government also agreed
to increase by LL200,00
the wages of those earn-
ing less than LLI million,
and by LL300,00 those
who earn between LL1
million and LL1.8 million.
The agreement also in-
cluded raising the daily
transportation allowance
to LL10,000 from LL8,000
while the education allow-
ance for children jumped
to a maximum of LL1.5
million.

Representatives of the pri-
vate sector voiced outrage
over the deal and vowed
to adopt a tough response
following a meeting sched-
uled on Wednesday.
There is deep concern that
some companies could
lay off their workers and

even shut down their busi-
nesses if the government
tries to enforce a salary
increase, which is beyond
the means of many firms.
The private sector favored
raising the minimum wage
to LL700,000 but insisted
on offering a wage in-
crease of only LL150,000
for people earning less
than LL1.5 million. They
also rejected the new ceil-
ing for transportation and
education allowances.
The deal,
passed despite opposition
from some ministers, was
brokered by Health Minis-
ter Ali Hassan Khalil, who
was empowered by Parlia-
ment Speaker Nabih Berri
to negotiate with both the
GLC and the private sec-
tor. The agreement averted
a general strike that could
have crippled the entire
country and widened the
gap between the two par-
ties.

Bank employees, school
teachers and MEA and
TMA staff had announced
their intention to join the
strike on Wednesday.
Prime Minister Najib Mikati
admitted that both the GLC
and the private sector had
some reservations about
the deal.

“We had to take into con-
sideration the capabilities
of the state and the private

which was

sector, as well as the im-
pact on inflation. This may
not be the best solution but
under the circumstances
this the best we can offer,”
Mikati told reporters.

GLC head Ghassan Ghosn
announced that the union
had suspended the strike
temporarily for the sake
of civil peace but would
reserve the right to stage
protests at a later date if
warranted.

“We have some reserva-
tions to the deal reached
by the government, and
we intend to hold a broad
meeting on Thursday to
discuss this issue and take
appropriate  measures,”
Ghosn said.

He added that the deal had
not met the aspirations of
laborers, noting that many
employees would not be
entitled to any raise under
the new government plan.
The Change and Reform
ministers withdrew from
the Cabinet deliberations
to express their deep res-
ervations about the deal.
The ministers were furi-
ous because Mikati and
his allies had not even dis-
cussed a proposal made
by Labor Minister Charbel
Nahhas to raise wages
by 30 percent across the
board.

Energy Minister Jibran
Bassil described the mea-

sures agreed by the gov-
ernment as “nothing more
than tranquilizers.” He
claimed that Mikati had
made the last-minute com-
promise only to avoid the
strike.

Earlier in the day, Berri held
talks with GLC leaders and
some representatives of
the private sector in an ef-
fort to narrow differences
between the two sides and
avoid the general strike.
The GLC had originally de-
manded that the minimum
wage be increased to LL1.2
million ($800) from the cur-
rent LL500,000.
Economists and business-
men have warned that any
salary increase that was
not carefully calculated
could drive up the prices
of commodities.

But Mikati said he has
instructed the economy
minister to monitor prices
of commodities to ensure
that the new measures do
not stoke inflation.

The Cabinet also agreed to
issue bonds in foreign cur-
rencies to finance several
projects and approved two
agreements between Leba-
non and the World Bank.
Mikati indicated that he
may drop the idea of rais-
ing the VAT to 12 percent,
as most parties and unions
have voiced strong oppo-
sition to this proposal.

Syria visit would have legitimised

Lebanon presence: Sfeir

Former patriarch of the Maronite Catholic Church, Cardinal
Nasrallah Sfeir is seen in this undated file photo. (Moham-
mad Azakir/The Daily Star)

BEIRUT: Maronite Cardinal
Nasrallah Sfeir said that mak-
ing a visit to Syria during his
term as patriarch would have
meant an acceptance from
Bkirki of the Syrian presence
in Lebanon.

“The visit would have meant
that we accept the Syrian
presence in Lebanon, and
we do not want to walk in
any direction but the Leba-
nese one,” Rai told Future
News in an interview Mon-
day night.

Speculation has mounted in
recent weeks that Patriarch
Beshara Rai will visit Da-
mascus following his warn-
ing that the uprising in Syria
could threaten Christians in
the country should civil war
break out between Alawites
and Sunnis.

In his comments, Rai also
said Syrian President Bashar
Assad should have been giv-
en more time to implement
reforms.

The patriarch later said his
remarks had been taken out
of context.

During the interview Monday,
Sfeir said each patriarch has
his own policies and beliefs.
“Rai knows whether it is ben-
eficial or not to visit Syria
to check on the community
there. Every patriarch has
their own way just like every
president,” Sfeir said.

In 2000, while heading the
Maronite Church, Sfeir de-
clared opposition to Syria’s
three decades of domination
over Lebanon, which ended
five years later when Damas-
cus withdrew its troops fol-
lowing former Prime Minister
Rafik Hariri’s assassination.
“We have had a position re-
garding the relationship with
Syria and | do not think we
can change history,” Sfier

said Monday. “I do not be-
lieve that if we had accepted
Syria’s presence in Lebanon
the Christians would have
been better off.”

Despite his opposition to
Syria, Sfeir did not reject the
idea that Christians were at
risk in the region. “Christians
have been in this region and
especially in Lebanon since
the foundation of Christian-
ity and they have to fight to
stay here,” Sfeir said.

The former patriarch also
touched upon the division
between Christian leaders in
Lebanon, saying that he had
put efforts to unite Christians
who differed in their political
policies.

“We tried our best to unite
the vision among Christians
in Lebanon and this division
among them threatens their
existence. That is the reason
many of them are leaving
Lebanon to find safer plac-
es,” Sfeir said.

During his term, Sfeir was vo-
cal regarding his opposition
to Hezbollah’s arms, and the
former patriarch said Mon-
day he did not regret such a
stance, which led to the sev-
ering of ties with Christian
leaders who were allied with
the group.

In his September comments,
Rai also tied the disarma-
ment of Hezbollah to Israel’s
withdrawal from Lebanon,
saying that Hezbollah’s jus-
tification for carrying arms
would collapse when Israel
withdraws from Lebanese
territory.

“l don’t regret remarks about
the mini state and the illegal
possession of arms ... Leba-
nese should be convinced
that arms belong to the state
which looks after their af-
fairs so that peace can be
achieved,” he said.
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MINISTER MEETS LOCAL
SPORTING CLUBS

Minister for Sport and
Recreation, Graham An-

nesley, and Member
for East Hills, Glenn
Brookes, met with repre-
sentatives from several
local sporting clubs to
discuss the state of play
of sports within the East
Hills electorate.

Club representatives
welcomed the visit and
spent more than an hour
with Mr Annesley and Mr
Brookes at the Panania
Cafe talking about local
sporting history, recent
victories and the obsta-
cles facing sports today.
“Local clubs do an ex-
cellent job in promot-
ing sports in their local
community and should
be very proud of their
achievements,” Mr An-
nesley said.

“With so many differ-
ent codes competing
for funding, a rethink on
local sporting facilities
with a view to creating

multi-sport  accessibil-
ity to playing grounds
should be considered,”
Mr Annesley added.
Glenn Brookes added,
“The days of dedicated
sporting facilities are
probably over.”

“We have to be more
creative with what we
have to ensure all chil-
dren get the opportunity
to play the sport of their
choice.”

Soccer, tennis, cricket,
lifesaving, netball and
football were all repre-
sented at the meeting
and all took the opportu-
nity to speak with Minis-
ter Annesley about what
they were doing within
the East Hills electorate.
Mr Annesley said, “The
NSW Government is
committed to the devel-
opment and growth of all
sports at a local level be-
cause amateur clubs are
the breeding ground for
tomorrow’s elite athletes.
“Participation at the
grass root level is essen-
tial to assisting in provid-
ing a healthier commu-
nity both on and off the
playing field and by mak-
ing sport more acces-
sible and enjoyable for
boys and girls, men and
women of all ages is key
to achieving that goal,”
Mr Annesley said.

Coal and Allied pro-
duction jumps

Coal and Allied’s coal production in the September
quarter rose 33 per cent to 5.64 million tonnes ver-
sus 4.23 million in the same quarter a year ago.
Analysts were generally calling for a 25 per cent in-
crease due to improved mining conditions across
the company’s operations.

Rio Tinto and Japan’s Mitsubishi are in the pro-
cess of mopping up the shares in Coal and Allied
Industries that they don’t already own.

Rio Tinto currently owns 75.7 per cent of Coal and
Allied, and Mitsubishi 10.2 per cent.

The companies are offering $125 a share, valuing

the miner at $10.8 billion.

Coal and Allied operates three mines in New South
Wales state producing coking and thermal coals.

NBN chief vows to deliver

network on time

The high-speed national
broadband network (NBN)
will still be completed on
time despite delays in the
rollout of the $35.9 billion
project across Australia, a
parliamentary inquiry has
been told.

NBN Co chief executive
Mike Quigley said there
had been several factors
which had delayed the
schedule in the corporate
plan for the company.
These included the Aus-
tralian Competition and
Consumer Commission’s
(ACCC) decision that NBN
must increase the points
of interconnect to 121,
from 14, and an obligation
to provide fibre services
to new housing estates
from the start of 2011.

Mr Quigley said a June
agreement with Telstra
to gain access to its pits,
ducts and boxes had tak-
en longer than expected
to come to fruition, with
the telco’s shareholders
not due to vote on the deal
until next Tuesday, while
the two companies waited
for the ACCC to decide on
their structural separation
undertaking.

Another factor was a deci-
sion to initially suspend
the tenders for the NBN
rollout due to Mr Quigley’s
conviction that taxpayers
were not receiving value
for money.

He said the combined ef-
fect was a delay in the
schedule outlined in the
corporate plan, but the
project would finish on
time.

“We have not changed
our end date (2021) for the
program and that means
we have to work a little bit
harder towards the back
end of that,” Mr Quigley
told a joint committee in-
quiring into the NBN in
Canberra on thursday.

Mr Quigley said he had
briefly glanced at a re-
port by the Economist
Intelligence Unit stating
the NBN project was the
“most extreme” example
of government interven-
tion in broadband plan-

ning in the world.

The report by the research
arm of UK magazine The
Economist criticised La-
bor’s plan to build a fibre
cable network to 93 per
cent of homes and busi-
nesses while using fixed
wireless and satellite
technology for the rest.
Mr Quigley said he stopped
reading the report when it
made a significant error
on the NBN’s plan.
“According to the report
| can save an enormous
amount of capex (capi-
tal expenditure) as | only
have to pass seven and a
half million homes, not 13
million homes,” he said.
“But they believe it is sev-
en and a half (million), so
| didn’t get much further
than that.”

Many firms aspired to
the long-term broadband
architecture of a fibre-to-
the-home (FTTH) network,
which several to which
companies were now up-
dating to after initially
building cable networks
to the node or kerb.

“If you employ a fibre-to-
the-node network, you are
likely to waste half of that
investment you’ve made
in so deploying (it),” he
said.

Committee member and
Opposition communica-
tions spokesman Malcolm
Turnbull asked Depart-
ment of Broadband and
Communications infra-
structure deputy secretary
Daryl Quinlivan whether
the government had de-
cided to canvass other
technologies to achieve
comparable broadband
speeds at a lower cost
than the NBN.

“The minister and the
prime minister made it
clear over the last two
years that they fully con-
sidered all the options that
were available to them be-
fore making the decision
in April 2009,” Mr Quinli-
van replied.

There had been no recon-
sideration since that deci-
sion had been made, he
said.

RTA officer got holiday from

supplier, ICAC hears

A Roads and Traffic Au-
thority officer based at
Rockdale admitted to
the Independent Com-
mission Against Cor-
ruption on thursday that
he had received a fam-
ily holiday at Batemans
Bay as an incentive for
ordering supplies from

a company.
Phillip Burnie, a team
leader in the RTA’s

stores section, who has
worked with the RTA for
32 years, said he had re-
ceived gift benefits from
Hilindi Pty Ltd, trading
as R & R Tapes, between
2004 and 2009.

He initially dealt with a
sales representative,
Doug Quinn, and then
dealt with his succes-
sor, Martin Slade, order-
ing items such as safety
gloves.

Mr Burnie said he had
received a DVD player
and gift vouchers for
Harvey Norman Stores
totalling $450.

He had sent requisi-
tion for supplies to the
RTA’s purchasing sec-
tion based at Parramat-
ta.

Amjad Maaya, a former
co-ordinator in street
maintenance for Liver-
pool City Council, said
today that he had re-
ceived a total of $1200
in gift vouchers from
chemical supply com-
pany Momar Australia
between August 2009

and December last
year.

He had made an ar-
rangement with Paul

Goldin, sales represen-
tative for Momar, and
had the vouchers sent
to his home.

He had said Mr Goldin
became “pushy” and
had continued to pester
him for orders and he
had finally told Mr Gol-
din not to come to the
depot without calling
first.

Mr Maaya said he had

resigned from the coun-
cil because of issues
that had arisen in the
ICAC inquiry and was
now unemployed.
Another Liverpool
Council officer, Max
Bancroft, who had also
resigned, said he had re-
ceived a total of $800 in
gift vouchers from Mo-
mar Australia between
July 2009 and Decem-
ber last year and he had
received two iPods.

He said he had been
approached by Mr Gol-
din, he had not ordered
Momar products before
and the products he got
were good.

In July this year he re-
sighed because he felt
sick, he did not feel he
could continue with the
council and was now
unemployed.

Robert Vagne said he
had been a storekeeper
with the Byron Shire
Council.

Since October 1994
when he started with the
council he had placed
orders with various
suppliers amounting to
more than $900,000.
One of those suppliers
had been R & R Tapes,
which had sent him a
DVD player, which he
had taken home.

In March 2008, he had
received gift vouch-
ers for Harvey Norman
stores and over time he
had received vouchers
to the value of $500.

He also said the R & R
sales representatives
continued to pester him
for business.

Of the total orders he
had placed, only $4500
were with R & R Tapes.
He had resigned on
December 17 after the
general manager asked
him to explain why he
should not be sacked.
In doing so he had lost
$30,000 in wages and
entitlements.

The hearing continues.
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Qantas office staff load bags during a stoppage today by bag-

gage handlers and catering staff

THE Gillard government
has warned it could inter-
vene in a dispute blamed
by Qantas for its decision
to ground five aircraft and
cut up to 100 domestic
flights a week.
Tourism Minister and for-
mer ACTU boss Martin
Ferguson also attacked
a Qantas union leader in-
volved in the bitter pay
dispute as “un-Austra-
lian”.
Mr Ferguson said the in-
dustrial action hitting
Qantas was damaging the
tourism industry and the
small businesses that re-
lied upon it.
He said if the parties failed
to resolve the dispute,
the government could
approach the industrial
umpire to prevent further
disruption to the essential
industry.
“There are options for the
government to actually
require the parties to re-
solve these issues under
the umbrella of the Fair
Work Australia Act,” Mr
Ferguson said.
Qantas chief executive
Alan Joyce said the ongo-
ing strike action was un-
sustainable for the airline.
“Because of the bans
that are existing at the
moment, we’ve had to
ground these five aircraft
next week,” he said in
Sydney.
“If the bans continue, then
more aircraft will have to
be grounded into the fu-
ture.”

Four Boeing 737 air-

craft and one Boeing 767
aircraft would remain
grounded for at least one
month, Mr Joyce said.
Cuts to flights would
mainly impact services to
and from Adelaide, Syd-
ney, Brisbane and Mel-
bourne.

Qantas’s announcement
that it will cut up to 100
domestic flights a week
comes as the airline faces
a barrage of industrial ac-
tion by employees and
other services .

Qantas baggage handlers
and ground crew, mem-
bers of the Transport
Workers Union, today held
rolling strikes that forced
the airline to cancel 14
domestic flights and delay
another 38.

A stoppage by Customs
officers today also af-
fected some international
flights.

Qantas says tomorrow’s
planned four-hour strike
by engineers in Sydney
will be followed by anoth-
er four-hour stoppage at
Adelaide Airport on Tues-
day.

The Australian and Inter-
national Pilots Associa-
tion has also ramped up
its dispute with the airline
by launching a new web-
site aimed at disgruntled
Qantas shareholders.

Mr Ferguson focused
his attack on Licensed
Aircraft Engineers Asso-
ciation secretary Steve
Purvinas, who has warned
passengers not to book
with Qantas before Christ-

of Qantas strike intervention

ndi_

Custom officers return to work at Sydney Airport after

their industrial action this morning

mas.
“lI regard the comments
of people like Mr Purvinas
from the licensed aircraft
engineers in recent days
as un-Australian and a
sad reflection on his lead-
ership of the licensed air-
craft engineers,” Mr Fer-
guson told reporters.
“You can have a dis-
pute with employers but
there is a responsibility
on trade union leaders to
never set out to damage
Australian industry, not
only Qantas but, in doing
so, many struggling small
and medium tourism busi-
nesses who are doing it
exceptionally tough with
the strong Australian dol-
lar and whom, | must say,
employ workers on far
lower wages and condi-
tions than licensed air-
craft engineers employed
by Qantas.

“l think the message I've
got from the industry is
that their patience is run-
ning out. Tourism in Aus-
tralia depends on a viable,
strong aviation sector.
The sooner the parties get
in a room and sort it out
the better.”

While the resources and
energy sectors were per-
forming very strongly,
tourism was doing it
tough, Mr Ferguson said.
“Against the odds we’ve
got an increase in inter-
national visitation and we
are holding our own do-
mestically.

“A lot of Australians are
doing exceptionally well at

the moment and they are
going overseas more and
more.

“The last thing we can do
it damage our reputation
both domestically and in-
ternationally with respect
to what is currently going
on in the aviation indus-
try.”

Mr Joyce said the airline
would never agree to the
demands being made and
urged unions to drop their
campaign.

“We urge the unions to
drop this industrial cam-
paign and come back with
realistic claims for the
sake of all Qantas employ-
ees, our shareholders and
the Australian travelling
public,” he said.

The Australian and Inter-
national Pilots Association
said it suspected the deci-
sion by Qantas to ground
aircraft was a ploy.

AIPA vice president Cap-
tain Richard Woodward
said the airline was ex-
pected to receive an
equivalent number of new
aircraft this year.

“Some of these aeroplanes
were due for grounding
anyway,” Mr Woodward
said in Sydney.

Mr Woodward said Mr
Joyce’s  announcement
has only worsened the
dispute between the air-
line and the three unions.
“l think this whole cam-
paign has been about
spin,” he said.

“I think Alan is exacerbat-
ing this dispute at every
opportunity he gets.”

Labor delays decision
on migration vote, amid
tactical manoeuvring

West Australian National Tony Crook announces he will

not support Labor’'s migration law changes

A BRAWL over migra-
tion amendments is at
a stand-off as Labor re-
fuses to withdraw the
doomed bill from the
parliament and the Co-
alition prolongs debate
on the matter.

Both sides were today
accused of using delay-
ing tactics - the govern-
ment to avoid consider-
ation of the bill and the
opposition to keep it in
play.

Labor would lose a vote
on the amendments,
aimed at reviving its Ma-
laysian people swap, af-
ter West Australian Na-
tionals MP Tony Crook
today declared he would
vote against them.

But, despite an emer-
gency cabinet meeting
on the matter this morn-
ing, the government is
yet to say if it will pull
the bill to avoid an em-
barrassing defeat in the
House of Representa-
tives.

Leader of the House
Anthony Albanese
said the Coalition had
today(wednesday) listed
29 speakers to debate
bill for 15 minutes each.
“That’s more than seven
hours of speaking time,”

he said.

Mr Albanese accused
the opposition of fili-
bustering amid similar
claims were levelled by
the Coalition against La-
bor.

Manager of opposition
business  Christopher
Pyne said the govern-
ment was delaying a
vote on the legislation
which it previously said
was urgent.

“The government is fili-
bustering,” he said.
“They have added seven
speakers to the Work
Health and Safety Bill,
which was described
to me by (Leader of the
House) Anthony Alba-
nese as non-controver-
sial.”

If Labor presses ahead
with the vote it would
suffer the first defeat of
government legislation
in the House of Repre-
sentatives for 83 years.
Despite the tactical ma-
noeuvring over the bill,
it's fate in the House
is largely academic as
the Greens and the op-
position have vowed to
block the amendments
in the Senate, killing off
the government’s Ma-
laysian Solution.
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Tony Abbott makes a ‘blood pledge’ to repeal
carbon tax after it passes lower house

SEALE

i anadl -

AFTER more than a decade
of political argument, the
House of Representatives
has passed on Wednesday
morning legislation to put
a price on carbon, paving
the way for Australia’s most
dramatic economic reform
in more than a decade.

After claiming two prime
ministers, two opposi-
tion leaders and severely
wounding the authority of
Julia Gillard, a carbon price
is now on a clear path to be-
ing entrenched in law.

The government’s carbon
tax package was passed
74 votes to 72, with ap-

o
s

plause from the government
benches as legislation was
passed with the support of
independents Tony Wind-
sor and Rob Oakeshott, and
Greens MP Adam Bandt.
Labor frontbenchers em-
braced the Prime Minister
following the vote, while
Coalition MPs jeered and
urged Kevin Rudd to con-
gratulate her.

Mr Rudd then kissed Ms
Gillard on the cheek and of-
fered his congratulations,
to cheers from opposition
benches.

Speaking before the final
vote, Ms Gillard said future

WITH A KISS

generations would enjoy
the benefits of the historic
reform.

But as the 18 carbon tax
bills head for a vote in the
Senate before the end of
the year, Tony Abbott gave
his “pledge in blood” to
dismantle the tax in govern-
ment.

Ms Gillard said 160 million
tonnes of carbon would be
cut from the atmosphere by
2020 under her carbon tax.
“You'll be able to see the
biggest polluters changing
their conduct and behav-
iour,” Ms Gillard told ABC
Radio.

Ms Gillard says Mr Abbott
will be unable to dismantle
the tax because it would
involve taking associated
compensation  measures
from pensioners and fami-
lies.

But Mr Abbott said he was
more determined than ever
to axe the carbon price if he
became prime minister.
“We will repeal this tax, we
will dismantle the bureau-
cracy associated with it,” Mr
Abbott said.

“l am giving you the most
definite commitment any
politician can give that this
tax will go. This is a pledge
in blood this tax will go.

“If the bills pass today this
will be an act of betrayal on
the Australian public. We
will repeal the tax, we can
repeal the tax, we must re-
peal the tax.”

The government’s related
$300 million steel transfor-
mation plan also passed
the House, 75 votes to 71,
with the additional support
of Queensland independent
Bob Katter.

Former opposition leader
Malcolm Turnbull - a carbon
price supporter - voted with
the Coalition as expected.
But he sat stony-faced on
the back bench for the votes,
next to opposition treasury
spokesman Joe Hockey.

Mr Rudd and Resources
Minister Martin Ferguson sat
chatting on the Labor back
bench for the divisions.
Greens deputy leader Chris-
tine Milne sat in the cham-
ber’s guest seats to withess
the vote.

Under the government’s
package, a fixed carbon
price of $23 a tonne will be
imposed from July 1 next
year, rising at 2.5 per cent a
year in real terms for three
years.

In 2015, the package will
convert to an emissions
trading scheme with a float-
ing price.

When the floating price
starts in 2015, a floor price
of $15 will be imposed and
a ceiling price, $20 above
the expected international
price, will also be imposed
to prevent volatility.

Labor would reject any claimed Tony

Abbott mandate to repeal carbon tax

LABOR has vowed to de-
fend its carbon tax if it
loses government to Tony
Abbott, who has pledged
a “blood” vow to disman-
tle the measure which
passed on Wednesday
the House of Representa-
tives.

As the nation’s biggest
employer group branded
the vote a failure of minor-
ity government, Treasurer
Wayne Swan said Labor
would reject any claimed
mandate by a future Ab-
bott government to axe
the tax.

He said the carbon tax
package was ‘“Labor to
the bootstraps”, and the
party would stand by it.
“Of course we would,” Mr
Swan told journalists.
“The question for Mr Ab-
bott is to admit that he
is going to rip out the in-
creases in pensions, fam-
ily payments - or admit
that he won’t scrap the
scheme?” Mr Swan said.
Labor is confident the car-
bon tax would be too diffi-
cult for a future Coalition
government to rescind,
with a likely Greens ma-
jority in the Senate ensur-
ing it would take two elec-
tions for it to make good
on the pledge.

But Mr Abbott, who on
current polling is on track
for a thumping election
victory, today gave his
most emphatic commit-
ment to getting rid of the
tax in government.

“We will repeal this tax,
we will dismantle the bu-
reaucracy associated with
it,” Mr Abbott said.

“l am giving you the most
definite commitment any
politician can give that
this tax will go. This is a
pledge in blood - this tax
will go.”

Greens deputy leader
Christine Milne said busi-
ness interests would re-
ject the Coalition pledge
because they wanted cer-
tainty as they bought and
banked pollution permits.
“They are not going to
take kindly to Tony Ab-
bott saying he is going
to extinguish the value

of those permits and ef-
fectively just dump multi-
million dollar investments
for big business,” Sena-
tor Milne said.

“The real test is going
to come on to Tony Ab-
bott, because business
is not going to tolerate
the kind of one-liners that
he’s been running around
with.”

But Australian Chamber
of Commerce and Indus-
try chief Peter Anderson
said the carbon tax rep-
resented a broken elec-
tion promise by Julia Gil-
lard and deserved to be
stopped.

“The passage of the car-
bon tax through the House
of Representatives shows
that minority government
is not working well for the
Australian economy,” he
said.

“Whereas Don Chipp once
famously said that minor
parties were needed to
keep the bastards honest’,
the Greens’ insistence on
the carbon tax indicates
that minority influence in
the parliament is making
the government do the
very opposite - break its
promise not to introduce
the tax.”

Mr Swan and Climate
Change Minister Greg
Combet today announced
appointments to two stat-
utory authorities created
under the carbon tax leg-
islation.

Dr Michael Vertigan was
named chairman of a new
Energy Security Council,
which will ensure power
generators have suffi-
cient financial resources
to maintain energy supply
and stable prices under
the $23 a tonne carbon
tax from July 1 next year.
Jillian Broadbent was ap-
pointed chairman of an
expert panel to advise on
the design of a promised
$10 billion Clean Energy
Finance Corporation.

Mr Swan said the corpo-
ration, when established,
would make loans for
clean energy ventures at
market and concessional
rates.
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