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A Beauty Clinic Specialist

needs to sub-lease a room

for her job within a Beauty
or Hair Dresser Shop.

Contact 0425140016

.Urgent

ol

11AM start
@

United Australian Lebanese Movement
Cordially invites you to the
2011 Annual BBQ Day
SUNDAY 23rd October, 2011

2a Amos)St, Parramatta

Tickets: $20 per person - $50 per family
For'bookingsiand information: Mohammad 0415 299 299 - Anthony 0404 850 501

A gibedl il AP dls oy
doudi g3 gyl guSu)Lll Al @ Sigeny
23-10-2011 w1
Lolea 11 debua
2a Amos St, Parramatta

g

Vince Carrabs, Coordinator
02 9562 1792

\

vcarrabs@rockdale.nsw.gov.au

-
RECOGNISING LOCAL HEROES IN THE
CITY OF ROCKDALE

Wanted! Local heroes to be recognised on Australia Day as the 2012 Citizen of the Year,
Young Citizen of the Year and Sportsperson of the Year. They will be recognised for their
exceptional contribution to the City of Rockdale community.

Nominations are being sought from the community for those who have contributed in the
lareas like community services, sport, charity, education, environment, the arts, humanitarian
work or any initiative that enhances the quality of the City of Rockdale.

The Mayor of Rockdale City will announce the winners on Australia Day.
Nominations close at 4.30pm on Friday 28 October 2011.

Rockdale City Council is keen to see recognition for those who have served and contributed
to the City of Rockdale community. “This is your opportunity to show your appreciation to
the many who care for our City and its people” Mayor Bill Saravinovski said.
Nominations forms are available from Council>s Customer Service Centre, at Council’s
branch libraries or the form can be downloaded from Council’s website www.rockdale.nsw.

gov.au
FOR MORE INFORMATION

City Media & Events

Mayor
Councillor Bill Saravinovski

bsaravinovski@rockdale.nsw.gov.au
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1. The Capital of the Northern
Territory is

1) Has no capital

2) Canberra

3) Darwin

4) Perth

2. Which is the smallest
Australian State
1) Australian
Territory

2) Queensland

3) Hobart

4) Tasmania

Capital

3. Who
ministers?
1) The Parliament

2) the Queen

3) the Prime Minister

4) the Governor General

chooses  the

4. You can only be elected to
parliament

1) if you have an Australian
passport

2) if you served Australia in
the Army, Navy, or Air Force
3) if you lived in Australia
long enough

4) if you are an Australian
citizen

5. Canberra is
1) Australia’s main city and

industrial centre
2)  Australia’s
territory

3) the capital of New South
Wales

4) Australia’s capital city

smallest

A:u:na ol

o o

Correct answers:

I Question 1 : 3

IT Question 2 : 4
IIT Question 3 : 3
IV Question 4 : 4
V Question 5 : 4
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23 Cann St, Guildford, NSW 2161
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ailg dlea IPS Security
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy s
change! IPS Q‘\H
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we’re always looking for "9 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)}!'h
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of o .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ 0‘
suitable to join our team you must: - e
e Hold a first Aid certificate et AI,[-!'L‘I'
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence O“ ‘s ﬂ?‘?
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s W .
e Speak fluent English Jkﬁ‘j ol
e Have excellent presentation Z*Lof‘ ‘M‘}ﬁ"
e Bereliable S e e
We have the following security positions available; )‘ﬂﬂl.j M‘H‘
Crowd Control o ele
(Events) Awdlee
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions koksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions . b .
available. A9 o
Previous Applicants need not apply 994 »
No recruitment companies a 1A
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S . .dﬂﬁ" gﬁ a2
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jalad! 2 guiag
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_
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Unit 24/ 191 Parramatta Rd.
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Tel: 8756 3600 - Fax: 8756 3699
Email: safwat@ozemail.com.au

EAGLE VALE INSURANCE SERVICES

i g ASIY 3 guSial

Page 12 Saturday 1 October 2011 _.-’ ’ l-hleEnALD, ’
S okl Jadad
P ) L \[ )" . = \ . .l -..: 1‘;::;- f—
EmoceneConmracting Team Sy it With [ LELECTRICAL
General Contracting Services 39 l | "d} ----- o
sl cua Jlasl o pSilala guoal < u‘-\JM‘ M Sl s
Ghliall g (A culawylg aclgil le ﬁ:’% Muﬁs." ‘
Joad! B ANASg 5)lies Abolae duilime 5 pacs . ol N Cladiaddfg
R ,,sja_-i; Yo oo ASI :\éls “ “
ousld ol : Jlad 0414 983 608:0d W she 1gbad/
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o ¢=.- Lic: 185750C Tel/Fax: (02) 9725 7011 :(4}{y mt gkl “,"f*‘“" ng W”"“M’M
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, OPTION A FORMWORK Pty Ltd
BILLY FRANCIS

optionaforrmwork@yakos comau

\

Active Insurance Management
For Your Business

o Workers' Compensation for your Employees
o Insurance when starting up a Business
o Public Liability Insurance for your Trade Work
o Home Construction Insurance
Your Specialist AMP Advisers

165C Wattle Street Bankstown
Call us Today
029707 3077
Mob: 0414 309 360

email: danny@eaglevaleinsurance.com.au

Gl obl Aeclgall L
Dekkan Servwell Pty Ltd ABN 52 110 494 507 trading as Eaglevale Insurance Services are
Authorised Representatives of AMP Gl Distribution Pty Ltd
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1800-049-087 www.moneygram.com

FOR MORE LOCATIONS CALL

@ (02) 9642 8995

A 8.C. Global Services Pty Ltd

MoneyGram.

Jsdl Jy gt

ARNCLIFFE, AUBURN, BANKSTOWN, BURWOOD,
CAMPBELLTOWN, CROYDON PARK, GRANVILLE,
GREENACRE, HARRIS PARK, KOGARAH, LAKEMBA,
MERRYLANDS, PARRAMATTA, ROCKDALE

Become a MoneyGram Sub Agent visit
www.ascglobalservices.com.au

©2011 MoneyGram. Al rights reserved.
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LG (60”) 152CM FULL
HIGH DEFINITION

PLASMA TELEVISION.

1920 x 1080 resolution,
600Hz, 3,000,000:1
contrast, Razor Frame
design, 2x HDMI. sopv250

%1

(¥} LG (60”) 152CM FULL
\ HIGH DEFINITION
. PLASMA TELEVISION

\ WITH 3D CAPABILITY.

' Get the very best high
definition TV experience
as well as 3D capability.

1 1920 x 1080 resolution,

/| 600Hz, 3,000,000:1
dynamic contrast ratio,
3D XD Engine. 60Pz570

PANASONIC (60”)

. 152CM FULL HIGH
DEFINITION PLASMA
TELEVISION WITH 3D
CAPABILITY.

Get the very best high
definition TV experience
as well as 3D capability.
1920 x 1080 resolution,
600Hz sub-field drive,
2D to 3D conversion,
USB recording to
external hard drive (not
included), anti-reflective

louvre filter, 4x HDMI.
THPBOST30A

Life's Good

HIGH QUALITY

PLUS

CAPABLE

Life's Good

W charges may apply.

SAMSUNG (59”) 150CM
FULL HIGH DEFINITION
PLASMA TELEVISION
WITH 3D CAPABILITY.
Get the very best high

i@ definition TV experience

as well as 3D capability.
1920 x 1080 resolution,
600Hz sub-field drive, 4x

. HDMI, DLNA, 2x USB.
y  PS59D550C1M

N LG (60”) 152CM FULL
. HIGH DEFINITION
¥ SMART PLASMA

| TELEVISION WITH 3D

CAPABILITY.

| Get the very best high

definition TV experience
as well as 3D capability.
Intelligent Sensor, Picture

¢ Wizard Il, Wi-Fi, USB
| recording connection,

web browsing*. 60Pz950

* Internet connection
required. Data and usage

PANASONIC (65”)
165CM FULL HIGH
DEFINITION PLASMA
TELEVISION WITH 3D
CAPABILITY.

Get the very best high
definition TV experience
as well as 3D capability.
1920 x 1080 resolution,
600Hz sub-field drive,
2D to 3D conversion,
USB recording to
external hard drive (not
included), anti-reflective

louvre filter, 4x HDMI. A“"‘
LOU

THPE5ST30A

.
ECOR
gn““l-‘.ﬂ

HIGH QUALITY

HIGH QUALITY

PLUS

CAPABLE

\IBB

- REFLEGTIY

m.-rr.n

HARVEY NORMAN® @ DOMAYNE® AUBURN NOW OPEN

Come see Okan Genel at Harvey Norman® @ Domayne®
Auburn for a great deal on your next electrical purchase.

HARVEY NORMAN® @

DOMAYNE STORE AUBURN
103-123 Parramatta Rd. 9648 5411

(Computers/Electrical only)

l-larvey Norman

www.harveynorman.com.all

Harvey Norman® stores are operated by independent franchisees.
Product offers end 02/10/11. *1. Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details.

215249 AUB
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Melbourne
@ didg Wles IPS Security @
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy
change! IPS O'h"
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (48 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)}.d‘
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of o .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ O'G
suitable to join our team you must: - e
o Hold a first Aid certificate &edy diutld
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &‘ ﬂS—ﬂ?‘?
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s W .
e Speak fluent English J'Aﬁ‘j 0>
e Have excellent presentation Kg.qﬁ‘ P )ﬁ' f
e Bereliable S e e
We have the following security positions available; )hﬂ‘-j dalnd!
Crowd Control o es
(Events) Awdlee
o RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions sk sksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions .. & e .
available. A8 o
Previous Applicants need not apply 994 ”
No recruitment companies aia
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S "‘J'“'" ‘“,ﬁ a2)
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Joladd! B skiag

_l Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_

@\TEM

Electrical Contracting
cllyleg @ils
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Tel/Fax: 03 9391 0686
Mb: 04 1794 9650

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961

www.totospizzahouse.com

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053
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511 Wendell St, Brunswick VICTORIA

Tel: 03 9380 8789
www.NSM.com.au
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HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE

2432 Stanley Drive Somerion, Vic 3062
Tek [03] 9308 0880 - Fax: {03) 9308 0506

BRISBANE: ADELAIDE- PER
1111 Beesleigh Rd G George Street | GH McDown
Aracia Ridge, Qi 4108 |Grees Fiells, 54 5107 | Welshpsol.
Tel: (07} 3344 7400 | Tek (08) 8787 G865 | Tel: (D€)
Far: (07) 3344 7500 | Farc (08} 8359 0044 | Fax (08) 9

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.cc
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'M& S 191 S agal LEBANESE PIZZA & PIES
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¢ 'ﬁ“Mo J Reg:lered Bmldlng P[acl*moner - . . -

Workmanship Guarantee— A’}dg

, A Oﬁ‘ DirectOr
' 5 d» | d“ Milad El-Halabi - cmc, Jp RS fon-Fri: Taw - 6w
040 5 2 72 5 8 1 : o « Appointed by the Victorian Government - Sd-l;_su-n: Ide - spm

Justice of the Peace Reg. No. 11838

» Appointed and authorised by
the Australian Government
Civil Marriage Celebrant Reg. No. A11175

Individual and personal ceremonies PH: 03 9351 1301 Mob: 0413 124 170
y:z:gg% :52%5558552 for all occasions and cultures 9/11-17 PEARCEDALE PARADE
Love a0 pneyre, B MRS D BROADMEADOWS VIC 3047
arryplant Email; miladcme@gmailcom 5 5, * Commitments * Funerals L «Opposite CentreLink» y
Thered carpet

experience

Raghad Misho

Senior Property Consultant
Licensed Estate Agent

Shop 16, Roxburgh Park Shopping Centre
Roxburgh Park VIC 3064

T 03 9303 5333

M 0404 860 136

F 03 9303 7344

E rmisho@barryplant.com.au
barryplant.com.au
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SUNRISE BAKE HOUSE

almaza Beer

One of the world’s finest beers, Made In Lebanon
now In Australia

//a(//f'/' ( (A as

'almazq‘ |
J

To stock in your restaurant

t‘js‘ el 9 M‘j M ‘Gﬁmj mw . o Gl ol gl Al oy Gl call Classica PL on
o ‘ Liad lag Liga lag e gakdy Al 00 Gyl 03 9383 5222

9484’288 Jhﬂ:’w of! “ e “» o of ..3:‘..@‘4""‘:.",‘.‘
757 High St el L y4 413] o gt AR

TJHORNBURY, &)}Q‘éﬂ‘g&m)@mﬁ bl 2” ?; ésg g
19IC, 3071 88,6FM3:.3M‘,\5

JosimloSIl Ha LAl
Sl Jadl ae AelS ABUAD

.&.‘;‘M‘ AM SM %m‘ d‘ M}w‘ kw‘ &Q 33 - 37 High.St. Preston Vie 3072

Tell 0394844999 Fax: 0394844566
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The event includes:

Food and Drink Stalls

Music Entertainment: DJ, Band and Singers
Lots of Entertainment for Children
Outdoor Games
Traditional Lebanese Saj
Raffle Draw

St Charbel’s
Annual BBO

Mass at 5.30pm
BBQ from 7.00pm

Saturday 1 October 2011
St Charbel’s Multi-Purpose Hall

Entry: $10 per child | $20 per adult

To purchase tickets, contact St Charbel’s Monastery on
9740 0998.

Tickets can also be purchased at the door.
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Mikati: | want to protect Lebanon
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Mikati addresses the Security Council as its chair.

UNITED NATIONS: Prime
Minister Najib Mikati said
Tuesday that while Leb-
anon will not endorse
potential United Nations
sanctions against Syria
his government will have
to respect them, in line
with its policy of com-
mitment to international
resolutions, if sanctions
are adopted.

“We are going to have to
apply sanctions against
Syria in case they are
issued,” Mikati told The
Daily Star during a meet-
ing with Lebanese and
Arab reporters. “l am not
against Syria; | want to
protect Lebanon.”
Mikati said when de-
termining Lebanon’s
foreign policy, three
parameters ought to
be taken into consider-
ation: “Lebanese-Syrian
ties, Lebanon’s domes-
tic considerations, and
[its] ties with the inter-
national community.”
Mikati also stressed that
Lebanon’s banking sec-
tor, which is widely ac-
tive in Syria, will be safe
in the event sanctions
are imposed on Leba-
non’s eastern neighbor,
and dismissed specula-
tion that Lebanese banks
were under scrutiny.

He added that he raised
the issue of Lebanese
banks during talks Mon-
day with U.S. Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton,
who informed him that
“there is nothing against
Lebanese banks.”

There are fears that
some Lebanese banks
will be used to chan-

nel funds to the Syrian
government in the event
sanctions are imposed
on Damascus but Mikati
said he would hold talks
with Central Bank Gov-
ernor Riad Salameh and
the Association of Leba-
nese Banks to discuss
necessary measures.
“Lebanese banks are the
backbone of the Leba-
nese economy and the
Lebanese government is
keen on preserving this
sector and maintain-
ing its clean record,” he
added. “We are adopting
the necessary measures
and | believe that none
of the Lebanese banks
will act against the in-
ternational community’s
will.”

Mikati reiterated that
Lebanon “cannot af-
ford” rivalry with any
country, except Israel,
adding that his talks in
New York had bolstered
Lebanon’s role on the
international scene.

“In light of the turmoil in
the region, we have no
choice but to be neutral,”
he said. “We shouldn’t
meddle in the [domestic]
affairs of others so that
they don’t meddle in our
own affairs.”

Mikati’s third day in New
York was the busiest of
his stay in the United
States, as he held talks
with Turkish Prime Min-
ister Ahmet Davutoglu,
U.N. Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon, Jordanian
Foreign Minister Nasser
Judeh, and the foreign
minister of the United
Arab Emirates, Sheikh

Abdullah Bin Zayed al-
Nahayan.

Mikati also held a large-
scale meeting with Arab
ambassadors to the U.N.
A source close to the
Lebanese delegation to
New York told The Daily
Star that the Special Tri-
bunal for Lebanon, as
well as international res-
olutions, were the focus
of Mikati’s meetings.

A statement issued by
Mikati’s media office
quoted Ban as saying
the UN. was “comfort-
able” with the coopera-
tion between the Leba-
nese Army and the U.N.
Interim Force in Leba-
non.

“We are also interested
[in seeing] the Lebanese
government ensure the
necessary funds for
the STL, and devote at-
tention to Palestinian
camps and commit to
the rebuilding of the
Nahr al-Bared camp,”
Ban was quoted as say-
ing.Earlier Tuesday, Mi-
kati told the U.N. Securi-
ty Council that Lebanon
backed Palestine’s bid
for statehood recogni-
tion and was committed
to the unity of Syria and
the safety of its people in
light of the unrest there.
“Palestine meets all the
requirements of a viable
state according to inter-
national law but it’s un-
der occupation,” Mikati
said. “Therefore, it is our
duty to support the ef-
forts of the Palestinian
state and people to end
the occupation, estab-
lish independence and
ensure that its people
return home.”

Three days before Leba-
non’s term as the head
of the Security Council
for the month of Sep-
tember comes to an end,
Mikati chaired a session
on the Middle East and
delivered a comprehen-
sive speech to a packed
audience.

Mikati renewed Beirut’s

commitment to the Arab
Peace initiative of 2002,
saying an Israeli with-
drawal from the occu-
pied Golan Heights in
Syria was imperative to
brokering peace in the
Middle East.

“Also,” he added, “in
light of the events Syria
is witnessing Lebanon
cannot but express sup-
port for Syria’s unity
and the safety of its
people.”

Touching on domestic
issues, Mikati said his
government was com-
mitted to implement-
ing all international
resolutions  including
Resolution 17151 and
agreements related to
the STL, which is prob-
ing the 2005 killing of
statesman Rafik Hariri.
There are fears that Mi-
kati’s Hezbollah-domi-
nated Cabinet will block
funding for the STL,
which has indicted four
members of the resis-
tance group.

He also urged the inter-
national community to
pressure Israel to end
its violations of Resolu-
tion 1701, which put an
end to the 2006 sum-
mer war with Israel, and
move from a cessation
of hostilities to a com-
plete cease-fire.

The prime minister de-
fended Lebanon’s right
to exploit its offshore
oil and gas resources
and protect its Exclu-
sive Economic Zone,
and saluted the role of
the UNIFIL in preserving
peace and stability in
south Lebanon.

Asked how he would de-
scribe his U.N visit, he
replied: “My visit was
excellent and | think it
shows on my face.”

To a query about pos-
sible varying views
among ministries on his
statements, Mikati said.
“lI don’t think any min-
isters in Cabinet have a
different reasoning.”

Nahhas seeks ease of work for

male expats married to Lebanese

Minister Charbel Nahhas

BEIRUT: Labor Minis-
ter Charbel Nahhas said
Tuesday that his ministry
intends to take a series
of actions to facilitate the
employment of foreigners
married to Lebanese wom-
en or born from Lebanese
mothers.

The minister, who was
speaking at a news confer-
ence, stressed that the new
plan will allow foreigners
who are either married to
Lebanese women or born
from Lebanese mothers to
assume any job without
submitting a certificate
of deposit and to exempt
them from all work licens-
es fees.

There are no official fig-
ures on the number of Leb-
anese women married to
foreigners but this figure
is estimated at more than
18,000.

According to the Lebanese
law, foreigners married to
Lebanese women or born
from Lebanese mothers
are not entitled to Leba-
nese citizenship, prompt-
ing civil rights movements
and NGOs to stage wide
campaign to persuade au-
thorities to annul this “un-
just and discriminatory”
law.

But some political quarters
have rejected granting citi-
zenship to foreigners mar-
ried to Lebanese women
on the ground that it would
create a demographic im-
balance in the country.
“We have taken a number
of measures to fix these
matters because it is no
longer acceptable to treat
foreigners married to Leb-
anese wives or born from
Lebanese mothers like any
other foreigner. These for-
eigners married to Leba-

nese wives have become
an integral part of the
Lebanese society and have
every right to work like any
other Lebanese,” Nahhas
said.

One of the modifications
in Nahhas’ plan is to reim-
burse to foreigners married
to Lebanese women LLA.5
million, the certificate of
deposit which they are re-
quired to pay as a guaran-
tee.

He added that the Security
General has granted work
permits for foreigners mar-
ried to Lebanese wives a
three-year residence permit
with flexible conditions just
like any other foreigner.
“We will give these eligible
foreigners [the opportu-
nity] to work in any job just
any other Lebanese and
there will no longer [be] a
restriction on these peo-
ple,” Nahhas explained.
The minister has asked the
Cabinet to make the neces-
sary amendments to these
laws pertaining to foreign-
ers married to Lebanese
women.

Nahhas also wants to in-
clude foreigners married to
Lebanese women and Pal-
estinian refugees in Leba-
non in the National Social
Security Fund according to
certain conditions.

“There is a justification [for
organizing] relations be-
tween the Lebanese state
and Palestinian refugees,”
the minister said.

But he insisted that Pales-
tinians interested in joining
the NSSF must first abide
fully by the Lebanese law.
Palestinian refugees are
not allowed to own prop-
erty in Lebanon and are
barred from working in
some professions.
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Hasan, left, Rai, Qabbani, Qabalan and Gregorius lll during the summit at Dar al-Fatwa

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s top
Muslim and Christian
religious leaders met
Tuesday for a “spiritual
summit” in which they un-
derlined the importance
of bolstering sectarian
coexistence and national
unity as a barrier against
attempts to sow strife and
destabilize the country.
However, the meeting was
overshadowed by leaks
of Maronite Patriarch Be-
shara Rai’s remarks, in
which he reiterated his
controversial position
on Syria and Hezbollah’s
arms. The new uproar
prompted Dar al-Fatwa
(the Grand Sunni Mufti’s
seat), at the request of the
patriarch and the Mufti of
the Republic, Sheikh Mo-
hammad Rashid Qabbani,
to withdraw Rai’s state-
ment.

The leaders ended a one-
day Muslim-Christian
spiritual summit held at
Dar al-Fatwa, the seat of
the mufti, by highlight-
ing the importance of the
deep-rooted and historic
presence of Christians
in the Levant. They also
appealed to rival political
leaders to avoid violent
rhetoric and use dialogue
as a means to resolve di-
visive issues.

The meeting was held
amid a new split within
the Maronite community
following Rai’s controver-
sial statements on Syria
and Hezbollah’s arms
which jolted the Christian
heartland.

During the meeting, Rai
upheld his stances on
Syria and Hezbollah’s

arms. He said he told
French President Nicho-
las Sarkozy during a re-
cent visit that France and
the international commu-
nity can help solve the
problem of Hezbollah’s
arms.

“We have asked for
France’s help in removing
the pretexts that justify
the presence of [Hezbol-
lah’s arms] and to help in
strengthening the [Leba-
nese] army. Only then
can we tell Hezbollah that
there is no need to keep
its arms,” Rai was quoted
by Dar al-Fatwa’s radio
station as saying.

Rai also warned that if a
civil war erupted in Syr-
ia, it would pit Sunnis
against Alawites, which
would result in the killing
of innocent people, in-
cluding Christians. “Since
Lebanon is organically
tied to Syria and there are
Sunnis and Alawites [in
Lebanon], it is feared that
a civil war might spread
to its territory,” Rai said.
He renewed his fears that
fundamentalist  organi-
zations would take over
power if the Assad regime
collapsed.

Tuesday’s was the second
Christian-Muslim spiritual
summit to be held in four
months. A similar summit
was hosted by Rai at the
Maronite patriarchate in
Bkirki, north of Beirut, in
May with the aim of defus-
ing political and sectarian
tension in the country.
During their meeting
Tuesday, nearly 18 Mus-
lim and Christian spiritual
leaders, including Rai,

Qabbani, Sheikh Abdel-
Amir Qabalan, vice-pres-
ident of the Higher Shiite
Council, and Druze spiri-
tual leader Sheikh Naim
Hasan, discussed a num-
ber of “urgent national is-
sues.”
Raibriefedtheparticipants
on the results of his five-
day visit to France earlier
this month, including his
talks with Sarkozy on the
situation in Lebanon, the
conditions of Christians
in Lebanon and the Arab
Orient, the developments
in the region, and the sig-
nificance of strengthen-
ing Muslim-Christian rela-
tions in Lebanon and the
Arab world, according to
the final statement issued
after the meeting.

“The conferees under-
lined [the need to] bolster
national coexistence and
Christian-Muslim historic
and present interaction
in the Arab region based
on their Arab affiliation
both as identity and cul-
ture,” said the statement
read out to reporters by
Mohammad Sammak,
secretary-general of the
Christian-Muslim Dia-
logue Committee.

“They stressed that the
presence of Christians in
the Levant is historical
and genuine and their role
is essential and neces-
sary in their homelands,”
it said.

“Our internal unity calls
on us to stand as an im-
penetrable barrier against
all external attempts
aimed at undermining it
[unity] and sowing strife
among us,” the statement

hadows spiritual summit

said.

The leaders emphasized
that Lebanon, a country of
sectarian coexistence and
respect of freedoms, can
endure and survive with
the unity of its people,
“and with their solidarity
in confronting attempts to
stir up strife and the adop-
tion of a calm, direct and
frank dialogue as a basis
for settling divisive issues
away from an exchange
of accusations through
the media outlets.”

The religious leaders said
that Lebanon, which is
strong with its national
unity and the solidarity
of its Arab brethren and
the respect of the inter-
national community, is
committed to rejecting re-
settlement of Palestinian
refugees on its territory
and upholds their right of
return according to U.N.
Security Council Resolu-
tion 194, the statement
said.The leaders said that
working to liberate Leba-
nese and Arab lands still
under Israeli occupation
and liberate Muslim and
Christian sacred shrines
is “a collective national
and Arab duty.” They
called on the United Na-
tions to recognize the
Palestinian state with Je-
rusalem as its capital.
Referring to the wave of
popular uprisings in the
Arab world demanding
freedom and political re-
forms, the spiritual lead-
ers called for preventing
“this movement from
sliding into tendencies
that divert it from its real
objective or that could be
a cause for evoking con-
cerns and fears.”
“Everyone is required to
support reforms, devel-
opment, openness and
respect for the popular
will, but at the same time
they should be keen on
the security of the com-
munities and safeguard-
ing the national and
pan-Arab interests, while
stressing rejection of all
attempts of foreign inter-
vention in internal affairs
and rejection of all kinds
of injustice, violence and

tyranny,” the statement
said.

In an opening speech,
Qabbani said Christians
and Muslims in Lebanon
and the region have noth-
ing to fear from each oth-
er. “We in Lebanon, both
Muslims and Christians,
pledge to safeguard each
other,” Qabbani said.

Describing the meeting
as “extraordinary and his-
toric” under extraordinary
circumstances, Qabbani
said: “With their unity,
Muslims and Christians
can safeguard themselves,
their country, their prop-
erty, their existence and
their future. No one should
fear anyone in Lebanon.”

Libya’s NTC believes Gadhafi
near Algeria border

SIRTEITRIPOLI: Libya’s
new rulers said Wednes-
day they believed fugitive
ex-leader Moammar Gad-
hafi was being shielded
by nomadic tribesmen in
the desert near the Alge-
rian border, while his fol-
lowers fend off assaults
on his hometown.

Intense sniper and artil-
lery fire from pro-Gadhafi
fighters has so far pre-
vented National Transi-
tional Council forces from
taking Sirte despite more
than two weeks of fighting
and two full-on assaults.
One of the last two bas-
tions of support for the
ousted strongman, it has
withstood a siege by NTC
fighters hitting it with tank
and rocket fire as well as
NATO airstrikes.

The United Nations and
international aid agencies
are worried over condi-
tions for civilians trapped
inside.

More than a month since
NTC fighters captured the
capital Tripoli, Gadhafi re-
mains defiantly on the run
pledging to lead a cam-
paign of armed resistance
against the new leaders.
Gadhafi himself could be
holed up near the western
town of Ghadames — near
the Algerian border — un-
der the protection of Tu-
areg tribesmen, a senior
NTC military official said.
“There has been a fight
between Tuareg (tribes-
men who are loyal to
Gadhafi and Arabs living
there [in the south] We
are negotiating. The Gad-
hafi search is taking a dif-
ferent course,” Hisham
Buhagiar told Reuters,

without elaborating.

Many Tuaregs, nomads
who roam the desert span-
ning the borders of Libya
and its neighbors, have
backed Gadhafi since he
supported their rebellions
against the governments
of Mali and Niger in the
1970s and allowed them
to settle in Libya.
Buhagiar said Gadhafi’s
most politically prominent
son, Saif al-Islam, was
in the other final loyalist
holdout, Bani Walid, and
that another influential
son, Mutassem, was in
Sirte.

Lack of coordination and
divisions at the front have
been hampering NTC at-
tempts to capture Sirte
and Bani Walid. Fight-
ing continued on sepa-
rate eastern and western
fronts at Sirte Wednesday
and commanders said
they were planning to join
the two fronts together
and take the city’s airport.
“There is progress to-
ward the coastal road and
the airport .. The plan is
for various brigades to
invade from other direc-
tions,” NTC fighter Amran
al-Oweiwi said.
Street-fighting was under
way at a roundabout 2 ki-
lometers east of the town
center, where anti-Gad-
hafi fighters were pinned
down for a third day by
sniper and artillery fire.
As NATO planes circled
overhead, NTC forces
moved five tanks to the
front but were immediate-
ly met with Grad rockets
fired from inside the town,
missing the tanks by only
yards.
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Damascus mufti lauds
Rai support

Rai welcomes Afyouni as Ali looks on

BEIRUT: An official Syr-
ian delegation visited the
head of Lebanon’s influ-
ential Maronite Church
Wednesday in a show
of appreciation for Patri-
arch Beshara Rai’s recent
stances on Syria amid
increasing international
pressure to topple Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s re-
gime.

Damascus’ Mufti Sheikh
Adnan Afyouni, who was
accompanied by Syrian
Ambassador to Lebanon
Ali Abdel-Karim Ali, led
the delegation that held
a one-hour meeting with
Rai.

Afyouni told reporters
that “the visit was suc-
cessful as we elaborated
on the honorable state-
ments by the patriarch.”
Rai told President Nicho-
las Sarkozy during a re-
cent visit to France that
Assad should have been
given more time by the
international community
to carry out his promised
reform program.

When asked whether he
had extended an invita-
tion to Rai to visit Syria,
Afyouni said there would
be high-level coordina-
tion between the two on
the matter.

International pressure
has intensified on Syria
over what rights groups
say is a brutal crackdown
by Damascus on protests
calling for the departure

of Assad’s regime. Ac-
cording to the United Na-
tions some 2,700 people,
mostly civilians, have
been killed in unrest that
began in mid-March.
Earlier in the day, Rai
headed a monthly meet-
ing of Maronite Bishops,
urging Lebanese political
leaders to use dialogue to
resolve disputes.

“Let us all return to our
noble origin as Lebanese
and join hands. Let us sit
at the dialogue table and
discuss our concerns
and doubts and renew
our confidence in one
another so that we can
be strong,” the Maronite
Bishops Council said in a
statement.

The statement steered
clear of divisive political
issues between Leba-
non’s rival March 14 and
8 camps, failing to men-
tion Hezbollah’s weapons
or Syria, two issues that
Rai recently raised in the
media, drawing criticism
from March 14 parties.

In their statement, the
bishops voiced support
for Rai’s positions in
France without going into
controversial details.
During his visit to France,
Rai warned that a possible
rise to power of the Mus-
lim Brotherhood in Syria
would pose a serious
threat to the Christians
of the Levant, and linked
Hezbollah’s possession

of weapons to the end
of Israel’s occupation of
Lebanese territories.

“We have asked for
France’s help in removing
the pretexts that justify
the presence of [Hezbol-
lah’s arms] and to help in
strengthening the [Leba-
nese] army. Only then
can we tell Hezbollah that
there is no need to keep
its arms,” Rai said again
Tuesday during an Islam-
ic-Christian summit.

“The patriarch’s first visit
to France was an occa-
sion to courageously
bear witnhess to the truth
and call on the interna-
tional community to as-
sume its responsibilities
to promote justice and
equality and eliminate the
injustice [inflicted] on the
people by ensuring the
implementation of Secu-
rity Council resolutions,”
the bishops said.
Tuesday’s was the second
Christian-Muslim spiritual
summit to be held in four
months. A similar summit
was hosted by Rai at the
Maronite patriarchate in
Bkirki in May with the aim
of defusing political and
sectarian tension in the
country.

The bishops highlighted
the importance of Mus-
lim-Christian  dialogue,
saying the Christian pres-
ence in the Middle East
“cannot continue without
openness to other reli-
gions on the spiritual and
cultural levels.”

“The patriarchate has be-
come a key partner in the
structure of the Lebanese
homeland, and has been
working to consolidate
and re-energize this his-
torical role, not only bear-
ing the concerns of the
nation and its people, but
also those of the Levant,
which is linked to Leba-
non’s fate,” the statement
added.

Syria, opposition trade blame over murders

DAMASCUSI/IBEIRUTIAM-
MAN: The Syrian govern-
ment and regime opponents
blamed each other Wednes-
day for the murder of a
nuclear engineer, the latest
death among scientists in
the flashpoint city of Homs.
Meanwhile, Western powers
dropped calls for sanctions
against Damascus at the U.N.
Security Council in the face
of veto threats from China
and Russia, even as existing
curbs began to affect Syria’s
economy.

The Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights
said “nuclear engineer Aws
Abdel Karim Khalil was killed
this morning [Wednesday]
by unknown attackers.”
State news agency SANA
said Khalil was “shot in the
head by a terrorist group as
his wife was driving him to
work” at the university.

In the same city, unidentified
attackers killed Mohammad
Ali Aqil, deputy rector of the
architecture faculty at Al-
Baath University, and Nael
Dakhil, director of the mili-
tary petrochemical school
Tuesday.

And Sunday, a surgeon at
Homs’ general hospital, Has-
san Eid, was gunned down
as he got into his car.

The authorities said the four
were Killed by “terrorists.”
Al-Ghad, an alliance of anti-
regime activists, accused the
government of “killing the
scientific figures in Homs.”
Observatory chief Rami Ab-
del Rahman said “we firmly
condemn the murder of
these four persons close to
the regime,” and a statement
from the group called on “ev-
eryone to denounce and stop
extremists from committing
such acts of violence.”
Activists say Khalil and Eid
belonged to the Alawite sect
of Islam to which President
Bashar Assad also belongs,
while Aqil was a Shiite Mus-
lim and Dakhil a Christian.
Al-Ghad highlighted the “re-
sponsibility of the regime for
Syrian blood that is flowing,
and which has failed to pro-
voke confessional discord in
Homs and is again trying to
arouse it by targeting these
scientific personalities.”
Meanwhile, the Observatory
said three deserting soldiers

were killed and an officer
died of wounds sustained in
fighting between loyalist and
dissident troops in Rastan,
near Homs.

Shooting could still be heard
there, while security forces
assaulted Homs’ al-Nazihine
neighborhood.

Activists say there are hun-
dreds of soldiers who have
defected in Rastan and oth-
er areas on the outskirts of
Homs.

The city, a hotbed of dissent
against Assad’s autocratic
regime, has witnessed some
of the largest anti-govern-
ment protests since the up-
rising against Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad began
six months ago.

In the past month, it has wit-
nessed almost daily clashes
between Syrian troops and
army defectors. There also
have been increasing reports
of attacks on security forces
and police patrols by some
who have taken up arms to
fight the military crackdown.
At least 1,000 deserters and
armed villagers have been
fighting tank and helicopter-
backed forces which had
entered Rastan Tuesday,
reportedly in pursuit of de-
fectors.

Syrian authorities have not
commented on the assault,
but in the past have denied
any army defections.

“They have got a foothold in
the Southern part of Rastan,
but the Free Syrian Army is
fighting back and has de-
stroyed three armored ve-
hicles,” one resident told
Reuters by satellite phone.
“Buildings have caught fire
in several neighborhoods
from tank fire,” he said from
the town.

A new draft resolution drawn
up by Britain, France, Ger-
many and Portugal, with U.S.
backing meanwhile, threat-
ens to adopt U.N. sanctions
if the deadly crackdown by
Syrian forces on anti-regime
protests does not end.

The formulation was aimed
at overcoming opposition
from Russia and China,
which have threatened to
veto any sanctions resolu-
tion brought to the Security
Council, which has so far
only agreed one statement
on the crackdown since it

began in March.

“There is a need for a strong
Security Council response
to the repression,” said one
European diplomat explain-
ing the resolution.

“There are hopes that this
resolution can quickly get
a majority in favor on the
council,” said a diplomat
from a second council mem-
ber.

In the past week, the Euro-
pean Union has tightened
the screws on President As-
sad’s administration, ban-
ning new investments in
Syria’s oil sector at home
and abroad, and prohibiting
delivery of bank notes to the
central bank.

The latest measures marked
a seventh round of EU sanc-
tions on Damascus for its
refusal to halt a brutal crack-
down on protests in which
the United Nations says
2,700 people have already
been Killed.

Washington has imposed
three sets of punitive mea-
sures on top regime offi-
cials, and President Barack
Obama has repeatedly called
on Assad urging him to step
down.

The Damascus government
surprised the world Thurs-
day by announcing the
temporary suspension of
imports of luxury products
and cars subject to tariffs of
more than five percent.

The curbs have sent prices
of cars, furniture, clothes,
household appliances and
certain foodstuffs rocketing,
with consumers complain-
ing they will have to make
do with locally produced
goods.

Syrian central bank Ggover-
nor Adib Mayaleh told AFP
the import restrictions would
save Syria $6 billion (4.4 bil-
lion euros) annually.

The unrest rocking the coun-
try has slowed economic
activity, with analysts pre-
dicting negative economic
growth in 2011 as a result
of a decline in tourism and
investment.

Turkey is also preparing
sanctions against Syria, a
former ally, in a policy shift
that aligns Ankara more
closely with the West and
complements a Turkish arms
embargo already in place.
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Sri Lanka envoy warns of smuggling

pipeline after High Court ruling
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Some of the 75 asylum-seekers who arrived yesterday, the fourth

boat since the High Court ruling last month, are taken to Christ-

mas Island. Picture: Kent Retallick. Source: The Australian

SRl Lanka’s high com-
missioner to Australia,
Thisara  Samarasinghe,
has warned that people-
smugglers will exploit the
recent High Court ruling
outlawing offshore pro-
cessing as a way of reviv-
ing a smuggling pipeline
that has lain dormant for
almost two years.

As authorities intercepted
another asylum boat on
wednesday carrying 75
people, the fourth to ar-
rive since the High Court
ruling last month, Mr Sa-
marasinghe warned that
deterrence was “critical”
if Australia wished to
avoid a new wave of asy-
lum boats.

Yesterday, HMAS Albany
intercepted a boat north
of Christmas Island. On
board were 75 Afghan and
Iranian passengers and
two crew.

Despite several calls to
000, a spokesman for Home
Affairs Minister Brendan
O’Connor said the boat
was not in distress.

Four boats carrying a total
of 320 people have arrived
since the court handed
down its judgment on Au-
gust 31.

In a briefing to journalists
in the wake of the ruling,
Immigration Department
secretary Andrew Metcal-
fe warned that a return to
onshore processing could
see as many as 600 asy-
lum-seekers arrive every
month.

Speaking to The Austra-
lian, Mr Samarasinghe
said there would be scant
interest in Sri Lanka about
the court’s decision gen-
erally. “But it is the peo-

ple-smugglers (interest).
That is their mode of op-
eration. They can be en-
couraged.”

Mr Samarasinghe’s re-
marks echo those of the
government, which has
warned of a surge in asy-
lum traffic if its amend-
ments are blocked in the
parliament.

The end of Sri Lanka’s
brutal civil war in May
2009 resulted in a wave
of asylum boats carrying
mainly Tamil Sri Lankans.
But toughened refugee
criteria and an end of
fighting saw the pipeline
dry up.

Opposition immigration
spokesman Scott Mor-
rison yesterday leapt on
the arrival of the latest
boat, saying it was further
proof the government’s

Malaysia asylum-swap
had failed.

Immigration Minister
Chris Bowen accused

Tony Abbott of pursuing
narrow political interests.
“Mr Abbott is not about
the national interest, not
about stopping the flow
of boats, not about solu-
tions,” Mr Bowen said.

In August, the High Court
upheld a challenge to the
government’s  Malaysia
Solution in a decision that
effectively scuttled off-
shore processing.

The ruling sparked a lead-
ership crisis for Julia Gil-
lard, who remains under
intense pressure to re-
solve the asylum issue.
Despite all the major par-
ties agreeing in principle
to offshore process-
ing, the policy appears
doomed.

At last, PM has the numbers: 50. Happy birthday, Julia Gillard

Happy 50th ... Prime Minister Julia Gillard / Pic: Tim Car-

rafa Source: The Daily Telegraph

HITTING the half century
is a landmark birthday for
just about everyone. But
Julia Gillard, who turns
50 on thursday, isn’t even
taking the day off.

It will be business as usu-
al for the Prime Minister,
whose only celebration

will be a quiet dinner with
partner Tim Mathieson
and a few close friends.
“m looking forward to
spending a bit of time with
Tim, but I’ve got plenty of
work to do as well,” she
said yesterday.

While it is an age many

Julia Gillard turns 50 on thursday, saying that turning 40 didn’t

worry her so she doesn’t expect this birthday will either.

people greet with great
apprehension, Ms Gillard
is taking it in her stride.

“I'd have to say the only
birthday change that
ever worried me was
when | went from my 20s
into being 30 - | thought
that seemed like a re-

ally big shift,” she said.
“But since then turning
40 didn’t worry me, so |
don’t think turning 50 is
going to either.”

Ms Gillard is expected to
have a bigger celebra-
tion with friends next
month.

Petrol hike coming for holiday drivers

PETROL prices will jump by
up to 14c before the long
weekend - amid revelations
motorists are being ripped
off at the bowser.

Motorists were urged yes-
terday to fill up within the
next 24 hours as prices bot-
tom at an average 140c per
litre and then soar to 152c
- possibly even 154c - over
the weekend.

The NRMA said today would
be the cheapest day to buy
petrol but warned prices
were expected to climb
again sharply on Sunday
as part of the weekly cycle,
slugging motorists an extra
$8.40 to fill a 60-litre tank.
Industry watchdogs blamed
the weaker Australian dollar
for the rise, with the curren-
cy edging below parity with
the US dollar last week.

But that argument is being
eroded by the day as the
currency jumps since last
week’s sharp fall. It is now
3c higher than the 10-month
lows reached on Monday.
NSW University competi-
tion and consumer law ex-
pert Frank Zumbo said mo-
torists were being dudded
by retailers who were quick
to overcompensate.

He also claimed the gov-
ernment-appointed Petrol
Commissioner was doing
little to force prices down,
adding the $327,440-a-year
position - almost as much
as Prime Minister Julia Gil-
lard - should be scrapped.
“The Petrol Commissioner
has the power to name and
shame ... but we are hearing
nothing,” he said.

“The Petrol Commissioner
is telling people when pric-
es go up but he has not said
to the oil companies (or ma-
jor retailer such as Coles
and Woolworths), ‘Come
on guys, get these prices
down’.

“The silence is deafening.”
Professor Zumbo said both
the Singapore benchmark
price, on which Australian
petrol prices are based, and
the wholesale petrol price
had fallen, but retail prices
had not gone with them.
“That’s a rip-off in anyone’s
language and the rip-off
continues,” he said.

Petrol Commissioner Joe
Dimasi was not available
to comment yesterday but
a spokesman said petrol
prices were affected by a
number of factors, includ-

ing the value of the Austra-
lian dollar.

“There is a perception in
the community that petrol
prices increase by more
than usual just before pub-
lic holidays and long week-
ends,” the spokesman said.
“To test this perception,
the (Australian Competition
and Consumer Commis-
sion) conducted a detailed
review of prices in the five
largest cities around every
public holiday over more
than two years.

“This showed public holi-
day price movements were
similar to price movements
at other times.”

The spokesman said price
rises may be more notice-
able before holiday week-
ends because a large num-
ber of motorists made long
trips using more petrol than
usual.

Industry watchers said
the traditional weekly pet-
rol price cycle had virtu-
ally collapsed, making the
peaks and troughs more
unpredictable.

Despite rising petrol pric-
es, some people are pre-
pared to pay more - for
old-fashioned service. A

survey of more than 1200
NRMA members reveals al-
most half would like to see
bowser attendants filling
up their car, cleaning the
windshield and checking
the tyre pressure at all pet-
rol stations.

More than 70 per cent of
those were prepared to pay
extra for the service.
Motorists were treated to a
trip down memory lane in
Rose Bay yesterday with
two bowser boys taking
care of things at the pump.
NRMA spokesman Pe-
ter Khoury said the treat
showed how important
quality service was for mo-
torists.

“Australians feel this type
of service has been lost in
the community and they
want it back,” he said.

“For the first time in a long
time | saw a motorist go to
the counter to pay for his
petrol with a big grin on his
face.”

Collaroy’s Matt White was
just one of many smiling
customers, saying: “It’s
a little bit old school but |
love it.

“I think we pay enough for
petrol as it is.”
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Telstra split “won’t fix monopoly” as rivals fear reform will fail

- [

Telstra 4G review.. IT editor Stuart Kennedy reviews Telstra’s highly anticipated 4G mobile net-

work, which was launched on wenesday

OPTUS and three major
internet service providers
have warned that plans to
break up Telstra’s fixed-
line monopoly - the Gillard
government’s “holy grail
of microeconomic reform”
in the telecommunications
sector - are doomed to fail
unless they are radically
overhauled.

Optus, the nation’s No 2
telecommunications pro-
vider, last night warned
that the way the plan was
drafted “actually risks re-
inforcing Telstra’s domi-
nance in the next decade
and beyond” as Labor’s
$36 billion National Broad-
band Network is rolled out.
In a submission to the
competition watchdog on
Telstra’s plans for “struc-
tural separation”, Optus
says the government’s
policy to smash apart Tel-
stra’s market dominance is
good for competition and
consumers, but it warns
that the way Telstra has
proposed to split its retail
and wholesale arms will
mean the reform fails.
Optus says that Telstra
stands to get a “system-
atic long-term advantage
on the NBN” because it is
favoured under an $11bn
deal between Telstra, the
NBN Co and the govern-
ment.

The telco also accuses
Telstra of putting forward
a significantly limited plan
for its break-up and of
fundamentally failing to
make plans to ensure that
Telstra’s wholesale cus-
tomers - rival telcos that
provide phone and internet
services - and its own re-
tail businesses are treated
the same way.

The situation threatens

to add to pressure on the
government over its reform
credentials.
Communications Minister
Stephen Conroy, who has
described the separation
of Telstra as the “holy grail
of microeconomic reform”
in the telco sector, says
the plan and the NBN roll-
out will give all Australians
better access to world-
class broadband services
at affordable prices.

Julia Gillard has said that it
will boost productivity. The
Australian Competition &
Consumer  Commission
has already declared key
parts of Telstra’s proposed
structural separation un-
dertaking to be potentially
detrimental to competition
and consumers.
Submissions to the ACCC
on Telstra’s proposed un-
dertaking and draft migra-
tion plan to the NBN closed
on tuesday night.

NBN Co chief executive
Mike Quigley and the sec-
retary of Senator Conroy’s
department, Peter Harris,
have told the ACCC that the
plan to build the NBN, de-
comission the copper net-
work and migrate Telstra
customers on to the NBN
is the only viable way of
achieving “far-reaching and
structural reform” of the
telecommunications sec-
tor. But most of the eight
submissions on the plan
available last night were
overwhelmingly critical.

In a joint submission ob-
tained last night by The
Australian, iiNet, Internode
and Adam Internet urge the
ACCC to reject Telstra’s
plan to structurally sepa-
rate as being manifestly
deficient, and demand ma-
jor changes to Telstra’s

undertaking.

For years, Telstra’s com-
petitors have bitterly com-
plained that it has unfairly
advantaged its retail arm
by pricing access and ser-
vices differently to how it
treats its wholesale cus-
tomers such as Optus, ii-
Net and Internode.

“There is no evidence to
suggest that Telstra has
turned over a new leaf,”
the trio says in the submis-
sion. “Therefore, as a mat-
ter of general principle, a
situation where Telstra is
simply trusted to do the
right thing . . . should be
avoided.”

The ISPs also warn that
Telstra will get a “war
chest” from the multi-
billion-dollar deal with the
NBN Co that will give it
significant competitive ad-
vantages when it is already
dominant.

The submission describes
the ACCC’s ruling on the
Telstra plan as “the single
most important decision”
since competition in tele-
communications markets
was opened up in the
1990s.

The Optus submission
says its central concern
is that Telstra has not pro-
posed adequate arrange-
ments to ensure Telstra
gives its wholesale cus-
tomers and retail arms the
same price for the same
quality of services.

Last night, Optus regulato-
ry affairs general manager
Andrew Sheridan stressed
that the company wanted
to be pragmatic so it was
proposing Telstra make
significant changes to its
structural separation un-
dertaking rather than de-
ciding to “throw our hands

in the air and saying every-
thing is wrong”.

Optus says a revised un-
dertaking would be consis-
tent with the government’s
reform objectives.
Specifically, Optus wants
Telstra’s undertaking to
impose legally binding
obligations that all of its
staff, operations and ac-
tivities will not discrimi-
nate between wholesale
customers and Telstra’s
retail businesses; breach-
es should lead to “swift
and meaningful” ACCC
action with “limited appeal
rights”.

Telstra has already been
ordered by ACCC chair-
man Rod Sims to make
“important” changes to its
plans.

Despite Telstrachiefexecu-
tive David Thodey recently
insisting differences were
“not insurmountable”’, the
situation is creating grow-
ing pressure on the time-
table for the rollout of the
NBN.

Finance Minister Penny
Wong said this week capi-
tal spending on the project
was almost $1bn behind
schedule, largely because
of a six-month delay in
signing the $11bn deal
with Telstra.

Tuesday night, opposition
communications spokes-
man Malcolm Turnbull
told the Broadband World
Forum in Paris that a Co-
alition government could
not undo the investments
made by the NBN Co and
“will seek to realise value
for them”. But under a Co-
alition government, com-
petition would be “encour-
aged everywhere”.

Mr Turnbull said China was
allowing more competition
in building broadband in-
frastructure than Australia.
Under the deal, Telstra will
provide access to its ducts,
migrate its customers on
to the government-owned
network and decommis-
sion its copper network.
Without the deal, the NBN
rollout will cost billions
of dollars more and the
schedule for rolling out the
project would be delayed.
Telstra has still not reached
a compromise with the
competition watchdog.

Cracking under pressure:
More Aussies falling behind
on their home loans

THE cracks in Austra-
lia’s real estate market
are spreading rapidly as
the economic slowdown
takes an increasingly
heavy toll, according to
new research.

A string of downbeat re-
ports released yesterday
have deepened fears that
the market is in a pro-
longed downturn, inten-
sifying pressure on the
Reserve Bank to cut the
official interest rate.
Research by Moody’s re-
veals that mortgage cus-
tomers are increasingly
defaulting on their pay-
ments - albeit at low rates
- as house prices slide
The report shows that
the proportion of delin-
quent mortgages - where
customers are behind
on their repayments by
90 days or more - has
climbed from 1.36 per
cent in March last year to
1.67 per cent at the end
of June.

While house prices have
fallen significantly in Vic-
toria, the worst regions
for mortgage delinquen-
cies in the Moody’s data
were in Queensland,
NSW and WA.

“We’re seeing evidence
of the two-speed econo-
my,” said Moody’s senior
analyst Arthur Karabat-
SOS.

“People really hurting are
those with lower incomes
in cheaper areas, borrow-
ing a bigger proportion of
their incomes to finance
a home.”

Mining areas were pros-
perous but Queensland
was hit hardest, due to
the impact of the Japa-
nese tourism downturn
on the Gold Coast and
Cairns.

In Western Australia’s
non-mining areas, price
rises for food and utilities
took a heavy toll.

In other negative reports,
a NAB survey of industry

players found that house
prices have fallen 2.4 per
cent across Australia this
quarter.

Victoria, which has suf-
fered the steepest fall
in prices in the current
quarter, is expected to be
the nation’s worst-per-
forming property market
for the next two years,
according to the study.
CommSec economist
Craig James described it
as a “dead cat bounce”
in what was the weakest
housing sales market in
a decade.

And a report released by
RP Data revealed that
nationwide, 7.7 per cent
of houses bought since
2007 are now worth
less than their purchase
price.

Mortgage holders are
facing an equity crisis
with more than 300,000
homes nationally today
worth less than their
owners paid for them.
That includes almost
100,000 homes bought
since the onset of the
global financial
in early 2008, many of
which were first homes
purchased with the as-
sistance of federal and
state grants.

Queensland has been
hardest hit by declin-
ing home values, with
about one in seven ho-
meowners sitting on pa-
per losses, according to
RP Data’s analysis of the
difference between the
price of the property at
purchase and today, but
not homeowner debt.
The worst regions were
far north Queensland, the
Gold Coast and the Sun-
shine Coast.

One in 10 homes in
Western Australia are
now worth less than their
owners paid for them,
with the southeastern re-
gion dragging down the
state’s overall figure.

crisis
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Cancer patients die waiting for hospital letters

Too late: Some people never get the treatment they
need. Picture: AFP Source: AFP

CANCER patients have
been kept waiting so long
to receive follow-up let-
ters from their specialists
that some have died be-
fore the advice arrived at
their GPs.

A backlog of correspon-
dence needing to be typed
up at Westmead Hospital
means about 700 people
have waited up to three
years for the letters to be
sent.

In one case, a Sydney doc-
tor received a letter from
Westmead about a female
patient with advanced
skin cancer that had been
dictated by a specialist on
August 21, 2009, but was
not typed up until Sep-
tember 16, 2011. By the
time it reached Dr Adrian
Sheen the woman had
been dead for a year.
This morning, Health
Minister Jillian Skinner
said she was drawing up
specific key performance
indicators for Westmead
senior staff after a series
of major incidents at the
hospital.

Ms Skinner has also
asked her Director-Gen-
eral Dr Mary Foley to con-
tact every health district
in the state to determine
whether similar paper-
work bungles exist.

She has also put pressure
on the new Westmead
Hospital board.

I've written to the Direc-
tor General to ask her to
check with the chief ex-
ecutives of every district
- about the status of the

reports - whether they be
pathology reports, spe-
cialist letters to GPs, or
scans and analysis of re-
sults,” Ms Skinner said.
We need to determine
whether all of those have
been dealt with proper-
ly.”

Westmead Hospital is to-
day sourcing extra admin-
istrative staff to slash its
clearance deadline from
three-months to three
weeks.

1 believe that they’ve got
new administrators there
who are trying to fix it. But
clearly there’s more to be
done,” she said.
Westmead was struggling
compared to its peer hos-
pitals.”

Ms Skinner, who blamed
the legacy of the state
Labor government for the
paperwork delays, said
she would consider put-
ting on extra resources at
hospitals if required.

| certainly don’t want to
have too many reports of
water supplies breaking
down - or these reports
not having been sent
out.”

The Director-General will
be keeping a very close
eye on that.”

Ms Skinner said she didn’t
believe that the Medical
Staff Council ‘knew about
this’.

The red flag came via a
GP in the area who wrote
to the Medical Observer.”
Ms Skinner has now or-
dered a full audit to find
out which patients are

still alive. She has forced
Westmead to hire a host
of administration staff
starting today and given
the hospital three weeks
to clear the backlog.

The problem was hid-
den until Dr Sheen, who
is president of GP group
Doctors Action, leaked
the letter to the journal
Medical Observer, to be
released today.

“It is an absolute, utter
disgrace,” Dr Sheen told
the Medical Observer.
“The family doctor is the
most important thing in
the community, that’s
the one that gets people
through the health sys-
tem.

“How am | supposed to
help a patient when a let-
ter arrives over two years
later?”

It has now emerged there
are another 700 letters
dating back as far as
March, 2008, that still
have not been sent.

Are you one of these 700
people waiting for a letter
or do you know some-
one who is? Email us at
news@dailytelegraph.
com.au or phone 9288
3413.

The problems began in
2008 when all cancer ser-
vices departments moved
from various parts of
Westmead Hospital to the
new Cancer Care Centre.
The move gave patients
access to a one-stop shop
service including cancer
surgeons, medical oncol-
ogists, radiation oncolo-
gists, clinical haematolo-
gists, palliative care and
other support specialties.
But it also created a huge
administrative backlog.
Mrs Skinner has ordered
the hospital to slash its
clearance deadline from
three months to three
weeks, with extra staff put
on from today.

“It is simply unacceptable
for GPs to be receiving im-
portant letters more than
two years after their pa-
tients have been referred

to oncologists, without
anyone even checking
whether the patients in
question are still alive,”
she said. “This debacle
has come about because
the previous government
kept slashing staff num-
bers in Sydney’s west,
even when it was clear
the system and its people
were crumbling under the
pressure.”

Westmead issued an
apology to patients, their
families and their doctors

yesterday.
“The Western Sydney
Local Health District

apologises to patients,
their families and their
general practitioners
affected by this admin-
istrative backlog,” the
hospital said.

It said the Cancer Network
upgraded its technology
more than 18 months ago
with new systems now
in place to ensure timely
communication between
the Cancer Network, pa-
tients and their GPs.
There is no suggestion
the lateness of the let-
ter caused the death of
Dr Sheen’s patient, how-
ever he said family GPs
were often treated with
contempt by the hospi-
tal system and relations
between GPs and public
hospitals were at “an all-
time low”.

The problem is the latest
to engulf the state’s big-
gest hospital. Last month
the coroner blasted medi-
cal staff after a boy died
of a ruptured appendix
at Westmead Children’s
Hospital after staff there
and at Liverpool failed to
notice a warning in a GP’s
referral letter.

On Sunday it emerged
Westmead  staff had
tagged an 80-year-old
woman as a 58-year-old
man.

Then last week the hos-
pital lost water pressure
after “one of the hospital
water valves had been in-
advertently closed”.

Leadership debate is a three-

ringed circus

Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd

A PLAN to foil a Kevin
Rudd comeback with a
third challenger has been
canvassed among sen-
ior right MPs in the event
Julia Gillard’s leadership
comes under threat.

In a sign that even key
backers of Julia Gillard
are concerned her leader-
ship could soon be in
jeopardy, discussions
have taken place over
running Defence Minister
Stephen Smith as a rope-
a-dope candidate against
Mr Rudd. The suggestion
is that Mr Smith might be
a more acceptable candi-
date to many members of
the party’s dominant right
faction, should the cau-
cus decide on a change.
But the plan, first raised
almost five weeks ago,
would have to have the
agreement of Ms Gillard
to step down with an en-
dorsement of Mr Smith if
it were to work.

Ms Gillard, and her sup-
porters, are insistent she
will remain Prime Minis-
ter.

Labor sources said on
Tuesday the discussions
were “very preliminary”
and had been held only
by a very small number of
MPs in the right.

“It was more about want-
ing to make sure Smith
would put his hand up if
it came to that,” a source
said. “But it’s nothing
more than discussion.”

When asked if Mr Smith
had been involved in the
discussions, the minis-
ter’s office replied: “The
minister, together with
other cabinet ministers,
has repeatedly expressed
his support for the prime
minister, and his view that
the prime minister will
lead the government to
the next election, sched-
uled for the last quarter of
2013

Backers of Mr Rudd yes-
terday said support for
him was “hardening” as
the Foreign Minister re-
turned to Australia.
“Some people are commit-
ted to change but are now
just gritting their teeth,”
one Labor MP said.
Claims of a contingency
plan to prevent Mr Rudd
taking back the leadership
follow comments made
by senior Labor strategist
and campaigner Bruce
Hawker on Monday. He
said there was a case to be
put for leadership change
of the federal Labor party.
“You can make the case
for a change in leader-
ship, obviously,” he told
Sky News.

“Changes in leadership
happen quite regularly
on both sides of politics.
If you are really trailing in
the electorate that’s a big
plus. You can make the
argument for it. It gives
you the big circuit breaker
that’s required.”
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EAST HILLS PATIENTS TO
BENEFIT IPTAAS BOOST

The Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes, today wel-
comed the NSW Govern-
ment’s $28 million boost

the Isolated Patients
Travel and Accommoda-
tion Assistance Scheme
(IPTAAS).

The Minister for Health
and Minister for Medical
Research, Jillian Skinner,
on wednesday announced
the detail behind the $28
million increase.

Patients who need to
travel long distances for
treatment will receive a
massive 30 per cent boost
in their accommodation
subsidies and a 25 per
cent boost in petrol sub-
sidies.

This is the first time the
accommodation subsidy
has gone up in 11 years.
The NSW Government is
delivering a boost of $28
million over four years,
including $7 million this
year.

The Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes, said it
was a great help for coun-
try patients who need to
travel long distances for
treatment.

“The NSW Government
wants to make sure pa-
tients aren’t deterred from
travelling to access vital
treatment and this sig-
nificant boost will help,”
Glenn Brookes said.

“It’'s tragic to think that
some people are declining
treatment because of the
long distances involved,”
he said.

“l encourage everyone
with relatives and friends
living in rural or isolated
areas to let them know
about the government’s
accommodation  subsi-
dy.”

Changes to the scheme:

« For the first time since
2006, there will be an in-
crease in the rates for
travel and accommoda-
tion assistance for people
needing to travel at least
100 kilometres one way
for specialist medical
treatment.

« Accommodation subsi-
dies increase by 30 per
cent, to $43 per single
person and $60 per dou-
ble up from $33 per single
and $46 per double.

« Reimbursement for car
travel will now be 19 cents
per kilometre, up from 15
cents.

- It will also be easier for
patients to stay with fam-
ily and friends when re-
ceiving specialist medical
treatment, with a subsidy
of $140 per week, up from
$30 per week.

SEE OVER

The Minister for Health,
Jillian Skinner, said she
was pleased to deliver on
an election promise.
“This boost supports the
NSW Government’s com-
mitment to ensuring that
the people of NSW have
access to timely and qual-
ity health care regardless
of where they live,” Minis-
ter Skinner said.

The new arrangements,
which come into effect
on 1 January next year,
will also allow any patient
travelling at least 200 ki-
lometres in one week to
claim IPTAAS subsidies.
Previously, only patients
travelling to access renal
dialysis services were eli-
gible to claim under this
rule.

There will also be a change
to the current $40 admin-
istration fee charged for
processing claims made
by patients who are not
pensioners or health care
card holders.

From 1 January, once a
patient’'s IPTAAS subsi-
dies reach $1,000 within a
year, the $40 administra-
tion fee will be waived.
Media: Geoffrey Grasso
0421 778 671

Alice Hardy 0467 735 143
(Minister Skinner)

Morris Hanna a
new mayor for
Marrickville

THE controversial May-
or of Marrickville Fiona
Byrne has resigned.

The Australian newspa-
per reports that Ms Byrne

told she
could not afford to feed
her family on a mayoral
salary of $47,000 plus a
car.

Ms Byrne ran as a Greens
candidate for the state
seat of Marrickville, in
Sydney inner west, but
was defeated by the La-
bor candidate, Carmel
Tebbutt, by a margin of
less than one per cent.
She is believed to have
lost voter support in the
March 26 state election,
in a seat the Greens were
hopeful of winning, be-
cause of her support for
a state-wide boycott of
Israel.

Ms Byrne has three
daughters and previously
worked in publishing.
Independent councillor
Morris Hanna is the new
mayor.

councillors

The Council of the City of Rockdale has re-
elected Councillor Bill Saravinovski as Mayor

Shake Hands between the Mayor Bill Saravinovski and his Deputy James McDonald

This is Councillor Sar-
vinovski’s sixth term
Eerving as Mayor.
Councillor James|
McDonald has been
re-elected as Deputy
Mayor for a second
term.

Mayor Bill Saravinovs-
ki said: “It is a great
honour to be re-elected
as Mayor of this great
City and | thank my)|
Councillor colleagues
for putting their trust
in me. | am looking for-

Fatal shooting outside
police station

THERE has been a fatal
shooting outside Cas-
tle Hill Police station in
north-western Sydney.

Emergency services
were called to the scene
shortly after 12.50pm
(AEST) on thursday, a
police

told AAP.
A crime scene has been

spokeswoman

established and police
remain on scene.

Police were not able to
confirm whether a man or
woman died, or whether
the incident involved an
officer.

A withess who was in
the area near the Castle
Towers shopping centre
described how she heard

three loud “plops>> fol-
lowed by the smell of
gunsmoke.

“There was the smell of
gunsmoke and police
were at the scene very
quickly,” Terry told Fair-
fax Radio Network.

“The traffic was blocked
off and an ambulance ar-
rived.”

ard to continuing the
ork with re-elected
Deputy Mayor James
MacDonald and thank
him for the work he
has already done

or our community.
“As Mayor, | am de-
ermined to continue)
o fulfill the impor-
ant responsibility the
community has placed
in me. | am proud of
Council’s staff, who
are equally deter-
mined to provide great
service to everyone in
our City. As our com-
munity continues to
grow, we can all be|
part of the process of
creating the best op-
portunities to move|
our City forward, mak-
ing it the best place for|
residents, businesses
and visitors.”
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