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() dlea IPS Security (5):
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for ol
_ change! IPS Q-\H
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . S .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (8 ecurlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. -
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)j’.d‘
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of e .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ 6"
suitable to join our team you must: - -
e Hold a first Aid certificate ot 4*,5‘-‘-'
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘3‘ pﬁblr
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s .
e Speak fluent English ‘J - ‘3 uh"\’
e Have excellent presentation lg,qy‘ Mbﬂ‘
e Bereliable S e e
We have the following security positions available; Jm"‘.’ dalond
Crowd Control w  ee
(Events) Awdlee
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions sksksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions e & = .
available. A o>
Previous Applicants need not apply 9194 .
No recruitment companies a %A
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S "‘J'“'" Q.’Q 423
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolad! 2 iy
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_
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2WAY TOWING

SERVICES

2WAY TOWING

SERVICES

Arthur Nohra - Truck owner
MOB: 0414 41 90 90/ 0416 22 37 98 FAX: 9613 1970

HOUR
§ SERVICE
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RAN-ARENE N

A Beauty Clinic Specialist

needs to sub-lease a room

for her job within a Beauty
or Hair Dresser Shop.

.Urgent

Contact 0425140016
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(" AFS is a market research company located in Seaford, Victoria and is )
undertaking a study on behalf of the Department of Health and Ageing
to determine how effective a current ‘Quit’ advertising campaign is by

asking you if you have seen the advertisement, what you liked about it,
what you didn’t like about it etc.
This survey will not be used to encourage people to quit or make
them feel guilty to smoking — it is purely to discuss how effective the

Are you aged 18 — 40 yo. fluent and comfortable speaking/reading in

Each person who qualifies will receive a $50 gift voucher for
completing a 2025- minute interview.
If you are interested and wish to participate in this interview, please
call Jessica on 1800 037 173.

AFS smart askers

campaign is.

your native language?
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1 The capital of Tasmania
is

1) Darwin

2) Brishane

3) Hobart

4) Alice Springs

2. The leader of the
Australian Government is
1) The Speaker of the
Parliament

2) the Queen

3) the Prime Minister

4) The Governor General

3. Who becomes the
Prime Minister?

1) both houses of the
parliament elect the
Prime Minister by double
majority

4. The Executive power is
the power

1) to make the laws

2) to execute criminals

3) to put the laws into
practice

4) to interpret and apply
the law

5. The Queen appoints
the  Governor-General
as her representative in
Australia on advice from
1) the Parliament

2) the Australian Prime
Minister
3) the
Minister
4) the Chief Justice of the
High Court
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comments made by Glenn Brookes in Parliament during the debate of the TRANSPORT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2011

Mr  GLENN BROOKES
(East Hills) [11.16 a.m.@:
What a fantastic initiative
the Transport Legislation
Bill 2011
represents to the people of
New South Wales. What a
pleasure it is to participate

Amendment

in debate on reform that
is both
unprecedented.

historical and
Transport
in this State has been the
misery of many thousands
of road, rail, bus and ferry
passengers for way too
long. Transport in this State
was mismanaged by the
Labor Government for far
too long-a Government
that could not bring about
necessary reforms and
wasted millions of dollars
on transport projects that
nothing. While
disabled

people within my electorate

produced
elderly and
struggled to climb steep

steps and ramps to

gain access to Panania
railway station, the Labor

Government wasted $100

million building a turnaround
at Revesby station despite
the existence of a perfectly
good turnaround at the East
Hills station.

While
commuters suffered in stuffy

thousands of

and overcrowded buses and
train carriages, the Labor
Government wasted $100
million on the failed Tcard.
While the M5 resembled a
parking lot each morning
the Labor
Government wasted $500

and afternoon,

million on the CBD Rozelle
Metro. Although | am not
a regular user of public
transport, my constituents
are, and they have told me
about the problems theyface
eachday as they struggle to
go to work and to go about
their daily business. The
time for complacency has
ended. The time of waste
and mismanagement at long
last has come to an end.
<9>

With  the
Transport for NSW the daily

creation  of

grind of many millions of
travellers across this State
will become easier and
more comfortable.

As stated bythe Hon. Duncan
Roads

the Transport

Gay, Minister for
and Ports,
Legislation Amendment Bill
represents an opportunity to
improve the administration
of transport in New South
The

Legislation

Wales. Transport
Amendment
Bill will finally make the
customer the hub of the
wheel. The bill will make it
possible for a coordinated
approach to be taken to the
delivery of services across
all modes of transport. This
bill simply makes sense
because it will integrate
train, bus, ferry and light
rail timetables. It makes
sense because it will create
a state-of-the art ticketing
system that will make using
public transport an easy
choice. It makes sense
because it will merge the

disjointed services of eight

separate and independent
government authorities

into one cost-effective

centralised agency. It

makes sense because

it removes duplication
resources and
But, this bill

also makes sense because

of effort,

manpower.

it recognises that freight is
the lifeblood of this State>s
economy.

By bringing together
freight planning, maritime

regulation and port

authorities the Transport
Legislation Amendment Bill
2011 will not just resolve
the kinks and bottlenecks in
the State>s supply chain but
it will help in the economic
development of New
South Wales, increase the
efficient transportation of
goods and reduce the cost
of getting products to where
they need to be. Under the
current

system, transport

planning, coordination

and service delivery is

scattered across many

transport agencies. There is
limited coordination and the
reasonable  expectations
of my constituents are not
being met. There is no doubt
in my mind that the Transport
Legislation Amendment Bill
will be welcomed by the
people living within the East
Hills electorate.

| have no doubt that they
will welcome being able to
get their driver licences and
boat licences from the one
shop. | have no doubt that
they will welcome having
one point of contact to
discuss their taxi, bus, train,
light rail, ferry, community
transport, cycling and/or
walking needs. | have no
doubt that they will welcome
a transport system with a
timetable that matches the
arrival time of a train with the
departuretime of abus.|said
earlier, it is a privilege to be
able to stand in this House
and speak about this bill. On
behalf of the long-suffering

motorists, commuters and

other transport users of the
electorate of East Hills, it is
also a privilege to commend
this bill to the House.

The

Government

previous Labor
did put in
a turn back at Revesby
station and by doing so it
cut the electorate of East
Hills in half. Commuters who
caught the train to Revesby
had to wait 20 minutes to
commute to Panania or
East Hills.

was literally knifed straight

My electorate

down the centre. The former
Labor Government wasted
so much money on that turn
back that could have been
better used elsewhere to get
other projects off the ground.
The member for Cabramatta
referred to the Government
putting freight trains before
passenger trains but he is
wrong. For the life of me
I do not understand why
the
put freight lines in front of

former Government

passengers. | commend this
bill to the House.
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Melbourne Advertisements

) freshplus

SUPERMARKETS
Mar.e

aFresh Choice

o

CN SOMERTON Rd 55 PAKINGA BLVD 159 BLAIR St
8 DAVID MUNKO Drv MEADOW HEIGHTS DALLAS

ROXBURGHPARK SHOPPING CENTRE DALLAS’ SHOP-
SHOPPING CENTRE PING CENTRE

marketing@pacificgate.com.au
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THE TYRE EXPERTS

NEW RETAIL SHOP & SERVICE CENTRE

WHEELS & TYRE CENTRE
Keilor Park Drive Service Centre
Sydney Road Fawkner Service Centre
A e THE TYRE
EXPERTS
O)liaed g D wiadlgn
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I o dually ddawugad|
- AR &) dusly sl Sl yliasdlo
| D 4WD

¥, | THE TYRE EXPERTS
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*1287 Sydney Road *25 Keilor Park Drive
Fawkner VIC Keilor Park VIC
Ph: (03)9359 9877  Ph: (03) 9336 7744
Fax:(03)9359 9377 Fax: (03) 9336 7044
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@ didg dlex IPS Security @ —
| " ATEM
Are you Ifedkupfwr[h yo;Jr current er_n[é)_loyft)arl'i Bt(oke?
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for - . .
change! IPS "’-h-’
At IPS Security V\rl16 value ou?bemployees and know that E]'eCtrlca]' ContraCtlng
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. * o ” ¥ LQ oy " ‘S
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . ) 9
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)ﬁ'.d" Py e &
excellence. Mb 5
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of uﬁ‘ ““‘ mn &G ﬂ
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be o ¢ P P
suitable to join our team you must: - Mh ’ gs ” ) ‘-u ‘ &l ' ’
e Hold afirst Aid certificate a‘.‘."? 4'.‘.'!“"" o o *»
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &‘ pﬁbb
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . ) LQS‘ “ ” LQAA.” . |
. - <y AA_‘
e Speak fluent English J'Aﬁ‘j 0> P o ;d N
e Have excellent presentation pr Mbﬁ" O UA‘S ‘A—')ﬁ M—l Ws-b-“
e Be reliable )la.wi.? :“aw‘ d.\fll.\).QS." c_||..\.|.).0_|.” L,ﬁ u_l_u.AL«.A_Alu
We have the following security positions available; : o, ol - U ¢
Cro?deor;%/rgl - ’L’“ d_us.u.\.“ LJ)L"Q'HS «_Ah.o]ls ‘_\Luu-u.ls.n.“ ).\Sl‘
Events Aud P o R . .
. RSAcericate Joald AlaSq dlolall B dkia .. dad g k>
¢ Available 7 days/nights - bt .“
Statc posions Ak Pl b delu 24/24 Jaw
We have full time, part time and casual positions .. & e . > ot -«
: available. .. 42994 & f> ("’I’ "\E’.l'“ l‘k‘.&" i JI'“""
Previous Applicants need not apply .
No recruitment companies Yoy
Victoria Licence Number: F;74—201—108 . Jead! @@ a8 Tel/Fax:=03 9391 0686
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300572627~ <laddl B s Mb: 04 1794 9650

_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_

TOTO'S P'ZZA HousE

est 1961

www.totospizzahouse.com

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053
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511 Wendell St, Brunswick VICTORIA

Tel: 03 9380 8789
www.NSM.com.au
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BarryPlant

Raghad Misho

Senior Property Consultant

Licensed Estate Agent

Shop 16, Roxburgh Park Shopping Centre
Roxburgh Park VIC 3064

T 03 83083 5333

M 0404 860 136

F 03 9303 7344

E rmisho@barryplant.com au
barryplant.com.au
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HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE

2432 Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062

Tet [03) 9308 0880 - Fax: {03) 9308 0506

BRISBANE: ADELAIDE- PER
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Sam Misho
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MNIA.ACPA

Tax Agents, Accountants &
Business Advisors

Agent No,00902004

M.0403 133 383
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Directdbr

Milad El-Halabi - cMmc, JP

* Appointed by the Victorian Government
Justice of the Peace Reg. No. 11838

* Appointed and authorised by
the Australian Government
Civil Marriage Celebrant Reg. No. A11175
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Energy sparks electrocute Cabinet

BEIRUT: Free Patriotic
Movement leader MP
Michel Aoun ruled out
Tuesday a compromise to
break a deadlock over a
controversial $1.2 billion
electricity plan, in a move
that is likely to deepen the
split within the Cabinet.
Aoun’s position came on
the eve of what was de-
scribed as a crucial Cabi-
net session to decide on
the plan which is designed
to improve the country’s
electricity supply, but has
threatened to split the
Cabinet of Prime Minister
Najib Mikati.

“We will not compromise
over the substance of the
[electricity] issue. Either
there will be electricity or
there won’t be,” Aoun told
a news conference after
chairing a weekly meet-
ing of his parliamentary
Change and Reform bloc
at his residence in Rabieh,
north of Beirut.

“The Cabinet is obliged
tomorrow to convey its
decision on the electric-
ity plan to Parliament. We
want to know who is our
friend and the friend of the
people and who is against
us,” Aoun said. “The gov-
ernment was committed to
the plan. We are not sub-
ject to people’s moods,”
he added.

Meanwhile, former Prime
Minister Saad Hariri’s par-
liamentary Future bloc
accused Energy Minister
Jibran Bassil, Aoun’s son-
in-law, of “blackmailing”
the Lebanese with his
electricity proposal and
called on the government
to present a clear plan
to develop the electricity
sector.

Despite Aoun’s tough
stance, sources close to
the premiership said that
contacts were ongoing to
reach a last-minute com-
promise over the electric-
ity plan ahead of Wednes-
day’s Cabinet session.
Mikati is still waiting for
Bassil’s answer to the
proposals reached during
Monday’s ministerial meet-
ing for sharing the cost of
the plan and establishing
a regulatory authority, the

sources said. However, in-
dications on the eve of the
Cabinet session showed
that the split within the
Cabinet remained, the
sources added.

Aoun accused the min-
isters who are opposing
his draft law to develop
the electricity sector of
attempts to undercut the
FPM with their rejection.
The plan, which was pro-
posed to the Cabinet by
Bassil calls for the alloca-
tion of $1.2 billion to the
Energy Ministry to pro-
duce 700 additional mega-
watts of electricity in a
bid to end endemic power
outages.

“There is an attempt to
surround us. They want
to buy electricity with a
symbolic dollar. We are
ready to help in anything
required from us but not at
the expense of striking the
plan,” Aoun said.

Aoun was apparently re-
sponding to a compro-
mise proposal reportedly
reached during a ministe-
rial meeting chaired by Mi-
kati Monday. The proposal
calls for sharing the cost
of the implementation of
the electricity plan be-
tween the Lebanese trea-
sury and easy loans from
Arab funds.

Mikati and Finance Min-
ister Mohammad Safadi
insist that the Lebanese
State finance half the cost
of the plan, while the other
half be financed by Arab
funds. However, Bassil,
backed by Aoun, main-
tains that the total cost
of the plan should be fi-
nanced by the Lebanese
treasury.

Aoun rejected Tuesday
claims that Lebanon was
short on money. “There is
money [in the Lebanese
treasury],” he said.

After failing to approve
the electricity plan in two
meetings last month, the
Cabinet took a two-week
break to give time for con-
sultations among bloc
leaders represented in
the government to reach
a compromise over the
plan.

Cabinet is scheduled to

leader MP Michel Aoun

meet under President Mi-
chel Sleiman at Baabda

Palace Wednesday to
discuss the plan, and if
approved, refer it later to
Parliament.

Aoun, who has 10 minis-
ters in Mikati’s 30-member
government, had threat-
ened to withdraw his min-
isters if the electricity plan
was not endorsed.

Asked whether his minis-
ters will resign if the elec-
tricity plan is not endorsed
by the Cabinet Wednes-
day, Aoun, responding
to some March 14 critics
who said the FPM leader
would not dare quit the
Cabinet, said: “They will
see if | have the courage to
withdraw from the Cabinet
. But what if other [minis-
ters] withdrew? What shall
| do then?”

Aoun signaled that Hez-
bollah, which is allied
with the FPM, supported
the electricity plan. “They
[Hezbollah] did not say
they are against the plan,”
he said.

FPM sources said if the
Cabinet did not approve
Bassil’s plan Wednesday,
the FPM’s ministers would
withdraw from the session
and they would also prob-
ably be joined by the min-
isters of the allied Marada
Movement and the Tash-
nag Party.

At the root of the dispute
over the plan is the energy
minister’s refusal to estab-
lish a regulatory authority
to supervise the electricity
sector and the implemen-
tation of the plan. Members
of the opposition March
14 parties have criticized
the plan because it would
give Bassil access to $1.2
billion without any form of
supervision or account-
ability concerning how the

money is allocated.

Also Tuesday, Hariri’s Fu-
ture bloc slammed Bassil,
accusing him of “black-
mailing” the Lebanese with
his proposal and called on
the government to present
a clear plan to develop the
electricity sector.

“Neither the country, nor
[previous] Lebanese gov-
ernments have ever wit-
nessed a state of black-
mail like the one which the
energy minister and the
political movement he rep-
resents are exercising with
regard to upholding his
incoherent opinion, which
lacks scientific facts and
realism and which runs
contrary to the country’s
real interest,” said a state-
ment issued Tuesday after
the bloc’s meeting chaired
by former Prime Minister
Fouad Siniora.

“Is it reasonable that a
plan requiring such big
spending is presented
in this incomplete and
hasty manner, paying no
heed to the minds of the
Lebanese and the spend-
ing rules?” the statement
asked.

It accused Bassil of seek-
ing to evade supervision
of the electricity plan by
rejecting easy loans from
Arab funds.

“With regard to contents,
the paper presented by

the [energy] minister
amounts to incomplete
and improvised ideas,

while the aim is clear,
which is to evade the su-
pervision of Arab and in-
ternational funds which
grant Lebanon easy loans
that include following up
the implementation,” the
statement said.

It called on the govern-
ment to come forward
with “a clear, serious and
integrated plan” to devel-
op the electricity sector
which is essential for the
country’s economic cycle.
“This plan must enjoy the
necessary credibility and
seriousness, take into ac-
count the conditions of
the treasury and benefit
from easy financing loans
from Arab funds,” the
statement added.

Accusations fly as Aoun-Future

maintain faceoff over Karam

BEIRUT: Free Patriotic
Movement leader MP
Michel Aoun attacked
the legitimacy of the
trial of Fayez Karam
Tuesday, accusing the
Internal Security Force’s
Information Branch of
destroying vital evidence,
whilethe FutureMovement
denounced Karam and
the FPM's defense of him.
Brig. Gen. Fayez Karam,
a senior FPM official, was
sentenced to two years of
hard labor in prison over
the weekend, one year
after being charged with
collaborating with Israel
and providing the Israeli
intelligence agency with
politicalinformation about
the FPM and Hezbollah.

*Who has the right to
destroy such evidence
before the end of the trial?
Why was the evidence
destroyed?” Aoun asked,

in reference to the
Information Branch's
records of preliminary
interrogations with
Karam.

Speaking during his

weekly press conference,
Aoun also questioned
the circumstances
under which Karam was
interrogated.

“Tothisday wedon't know
how Karam admitted to
[collaborating with Israel]
in such a cool way .. and
we alsodon'tknow in what
circumstances he was
being interrogated and
if he was even drugged
before the interrogation,”
said Aoun.

In 2005, Karam
accompanied Aoun to
Beirut, after 15 years in
exile.

Aoun also commented
on the verdict that was
issued against Karam
last week, saying that it
was based on a doubtful
confession.

‘I don't think Karam
would have told the head
of the Information Branch,
Wissam Hassan, that he
collaborated with Israel
unless he was forced to
say so. Back then, | said
that Karam was somehow
forced to say it,” said
Aoun.

‘| also said that | would
accept the accusations
if they were proved
but after a while they
[Information Branchi
started to stress only the
preliminaryinterrogation,”
Aoun added.

Aoun also said that
Karam’'s trial reminded
him of Lebanese Force’s
leader Samir Geagea's
trial for the bombing of
Zouk Lady Najat Church
in 1994, which many

criticized for being
politically motivated.

Meanwhile, the Future
Movement fiercely
criticized the FPM's
defense of Karam

Tuesday and called on
Aoun to denounce the
treachery committed by
Karam against Lebanon.
In their weekly meeting,
the Future Movement
said that the continuous
statements made by the
FPM Karam’'s defense,
and their attack on the
judiciary, raises several
questions.

“Such criticism raises
a question whether the
leadership of the FPM
was aware of Karam’s
collaboration with Israel
.. was this collaboration
with Israel an individual
act?” demanded the
party’s statement, read by
Akkar MP Khaled Daher.
Daher also criticized
Hezbollah for the party's
silence in the face of
the FPM's defense of a
someone convicted of
collaborating with Israel.
‘Do we have distinction
now between one
collaborator and another?
It is clear today that there
are collaborators who
receive short sentences
that resemble that of
another crime and other
collaborators receive the
most severe sentences
because they don't
belong to the FPM, which
is allied with Hezbollah,”
the statement added.

The statement also said
that Karam’s indictment
is a great achievement
for the Lebanese Security
Forcesandthelnformation
Branch
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Egypt court to hear testimony from top brass

CAIRO: The court trying Hos-
ni Mubarak over the killing of
protesters Wednesday sum-
moned the head of Egypt's
ruling military council and
top officials to give testimony
next week that could prove
decisive in determining the
fate of the former president.
Field Marshall Mohammad
Hussein Tantawi, Mubarak’s
defense minister for 20 years
and now leader of the army
council, and others will give
their testimony behind closed
doors, a move that may not
please Egyptians who have
demanded a transparent
trial.

The judge said the court that
has convened four times
since Aug. 3 would meet
on a daily basis, accelerat-
ing Mubarak’s trial who is
charged with conspiring to
kill protesters and inciting
officers to use live ammuni-
tion.

Judge Ahmad Refaat stunned
the court by calling as wit-
nesses Tantawi, Armed Forc-
es Chief of Staff Sami Enan,
Mubarak's former intelli-
gence chief and briefly Vice
President Omar Suleiman
and Interior Minister Mansour
al-Essawy.

‘I don’'t want to hear a sound
until | am done with read-
ing the decisions,” he told
the court before making the
announcement. There were
gasps and whispers as he
read each name.

*‘Now it's started,” one
stunned court police officer
said in hushed tones as the
judge spoke.

Many opponents of Mubarak,
who has attended each ses-
sion lying on a stretcher after
being hospitalized in April,
have been frustrated by the
pace and progress of the trial
after about 850 people were
killed in the uprising.

Refaat said the officials
would testify behind closed
doors due to national secu-
rity reasons.

Police witnesses called by
the prosecution have sug-
gested that neither Mubarak
nor his former Interior Minis-
ter Habib al-Adli gave orders
to shoot. Two witnesses said
they were told to show ‘“self
restraint.”

Mubarak, who was driven
from office after three de-
cades in power on Feb. 11, is

An anti-Mubarak protester
outside the police academy where
Mubarak is on trial

the first Arab leader to stand
trial in person since unrest
erupted across the Middle
East this year.

‘The meaning of what hap-
pened today is that Egypt has
become a state where the
law reigns. This is history in
all terms of the word. For the
judge to summon this high-
level list of witnesses in one
week has never happened in
any state in the world,” said
Khaled Abu Bakr, represent-
ing families of victims.

Some accepted the need
for secrecy, but others were
disappointed, including Ay-
man Nour, who ran and lost
against Mubarak in Egypt's
only multi-candidate presi-
dential election in 2005 and
was later jailed. “| don't think
that the press ban is benefi-
cial .. as it will lead to more
confusion among the pub-
lic and will open the door to
speculation about what hap-
pened in .. testimonies that
are crucial to the case,” he
said.

The judge overturned a re-
quest Wednesday by the
prosecution to charge one
police witness with giving
false testimony after they
said he had changed an ear-
lier account.

Prosecutors said that police
officer Mohammad Abdel Ha-
kim had initially told the pros-
ecution during their probe
that he was given 300 shot-
gun cartridges, but in court
he denied this.

“The guns were not allowed
to be with the unit. The in-
structions were for officers
not even to take their person-
al guns,” Abdel Hakim told
the court.

When Abdel Hakim left the
court, where the session of-
ten became heated, one law-

yer shouted after him: *You
liar, you liar. You have been
paid. This is the blood of your
brother.”

The judge looked to the cage
and asked defendants if they
had comments. Mubarak re-
sponded: “No | have no com-
ment.”

Essam al-Betawi, a defense
lawyer for Adli, said: "I be-
lieve the prosecution were
shocked today because all
the prosecution witnesses
that they had gathered have
turned into witnesses of de-
nial [of the charges]. This is a
huge blow to the case.”
There was no repeat
Wednesday of the scuffles
between Mubarak's oppo-
nents and supporters outside
the court that accompanied
others sessions. But some
protesters still gathered.

“‘My friend dropped dead in
Tahrir Square right next to
me. He was shot in the head
by the police,” said Rabia al-
Sheikh outside the court.
‘Why don't they let us inside
to testify. Why are they call-
ing on police to testify and
not the people?”

One of Wednesday's wit-
nesses was an officer who
quit the force in 2004, Tarek
Abdel Monem, who described
being injured by a shotgun on
a bridge near Tahrir Square,
the focus of the protests.

He said a man next to him
died.

A top police officer told the
court at an earlier session
Monday that he was not
aware of any order to fire on
protesters, but he said police
were given live ammunition
to protect the Interior Minis-
try.

General Hussein Saeed Mo-
hammad Moussa, in charge
of communications for state
security, said he believed the
decision to issue arms was
taken by senior officer Ah-
mad Ramazi.

Ramzi is one of six officers
on trial with the former interi-
or minister, the ex-president
and Mubarak’s two sons.
Alaa, Mubarak's eldest son,
shook his head inside the
cage at one point when a
lawyer acting for victims’
families tearfully addressed
the court saying: “*Muba-
rak was the worst president
Egypt has ever seen.”

Jumblatt holds talks with NTC top officials

BEIRUT: Progressive
Socialist Party leader
Walid Jumblatt met with
top officials of the Libyan
National Transitional
Council  Tuesday to
discuss the future of the
country after the ouster
of Colonel Moammar
Gadhafi’s regime, as well
as other developments in
the Arab world.

Jumblatt, who held talks
with NTC leader Mustapha
Abdel Jalil among other
high-ranking officials,
hailed the Libyan people
for ending “decades of
dictatorship.” He voiced
hope that democracy,
stability and diversity
would take hold in post-

war Libya. The PSP
leader returned to Beirut
Tuesday night.

“I hope that Libya reaches
a new phase that sees the
promotion of stability,
democracy, diversity and
the reconstruction of the
country,” he said, adding

that he expected the
Libyan people to rise to
that challenge in the near
future.

Jumblatt also
underscored his strong
belief in the Libyan
authorities’ determination
to uncover the truth
behind the disappearance
of Lebanon’s influential
Shiite cleric, Imam Musa
Sadr, after stability and

security is  restored
throughout Libyan
territories.

Sadr disappeared during
a visit to Libya in 1978.
Ties between Lebanon
and Libya had been
strained until the recent
ousting of Gadhafi, who
was accused of the
kidnapping of Sadr.

Lebanon’s Judicial
Council implicated
Gadhafi and 16 of
his aides in Sadr’s
disappearance in 20009.
The council postponed its
first trial session in March

because Ghaleb Ghanem
retired as Judicial Council
president and the vacancy
had yet to be filled.

While Sadr’s family says
the cleric is still alive
and remains a prisoner
in Libya, Gadhafi’s
former associate, Abdel-
Monem Houni, claimed in
February as the popular
uprising was beginning
that Sadr had been killed
and buried shortly after
he was kidnapped.
Jumblatt left Rakif Hariri
International Airport early
Tuesday onaprivate plane
accompanied by Social
Affairs Minister Wael Abu
Faour and Deputy PSP
leader Doreid Yaghi, and
returned to Beirut later
the same day.

The NTC has been
recognized by Western
nations and other
countries as the legitimate
authority in Libya until an
interim authority is put in
place.

Homs under heavy fire after Arabi visit delayed

AMMAN/DAMASCUS:
Syrian forces backed
by tanks killed at least
14 civilians in the city
of Homs Wednesday
in one of the fiercest
military assaults on an
urban center during
the crackdown on six
months of pro-democracy
protests, activists and
residents said.

Residents said the
assault concentrated
on old districts that
have been seeing daily
street demonstrations
demanding the removal of
President Bashar Assad.
It came as the Arab
Leagueannouncedthatits
secretary-general would
visit Syria Saturday after
a last-minute cancellation
Tuesday, and Arab
foreign ministers  will
meet next week to convey
their concerns over the
continuing crackdown.
“Military helicopters
are flying overhead and
snipers are shooting from
rooftops at anything.
Tank machine-gun fire is

coming at us like rain,” a
resident of the Bab Sbhaaa
district of Homs who did
not want to be further
identified told Reuters by
satellite phone.

Human rights
campaigners say Syria’s
ruling  hierarchy  has
stepped up efforts to
crush demonstrations
in recent weeks,
including more frequent
military raids, targeted
assassinations of protest
leaders and the arrest of
thousands of Syrians.
Assad, A5, has repeatedly
said he is facing a foreign
conspiracy to divide
Syria. The authorities
blame armed militant
groups for the bloodshed,
and say 500 police and
soldiers have been killed,
with the military deployed
to protect the public from
terrorists.

Homs, hometown of
Assad’s wife Asma, is

situated on the main
northern highway
165 kilometers from

Damascus. Old districts

such as Bab Sbhaaa,
Bab Dreib and Bab Hut
have seen the biggest
daily protests to demand
that Assad step down.
Their mazes of streets
aid protesters in their
attempts to escape from
security forces, activists
and residents said.
Residents of the nearby
town of Rastan posted a
YouTube video apparently
showing 12 defecting
soldiers in military
fatigues appearing from a
balcony of a commercial
building to  ecstatic
cheers and applause of
protesters in the streets
below.

“We will be one hand to
bring down Bashar and
every traitor,” said one
soldier fromamicrophone
in the video.

Arab League Secretary-
General Nabil Arabi had
originally been expected
to travel to Damascus
Wednesday. Arab
diplomats said the visit
was delayed at Syria’s
request.
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Rai: Lebanon
stable despite
ongoing power

Rai: “The internal situation is good.”

BEIRUT:
Patriarch Beshara Rai
said Wednesday that
Lebanon enjoys stability
despite the
power struggle between

Maronite

ongoing

Sunni and Shiite political
factions.

“The
is good despite some
political

internal situation
disputes over
power between Sunnis
and Shiites,” Rai
following talks with the

said

president of the French
National Assembly,
Bernard Accoyer,

during an official visit to

France.

Rai, who discussed
with Accoyer the latest
developments in the
Arab world and the
promotion of French-

Lebanese bilateral ties,
said France stands firm
against
target Christians in the
Middle East.

Rai added
Christians of

attempts to

that
the
Middle East supporied
the
of constitutional

implementation
and
political reforms to boost
freedom of speech and

national coexistence

but reject any attempt
to divide the region into
sectarian states.

Rai has met overthe past
fewdays withseveraltop
Frenchofficialsincluding
President Nicolas
Sarkozy and members
of the government.

Prior to his meeting with
Sarkozy, Rai warned the
international community
that change in the Arab
world, especially Syria,
might lead to genocide
rather than democracy
if sectarian divisions
grow.

The bloody crackdowsn
on the anti-government
uprising
been met with heavy
the
international community

in Syria has

criticism from
and calls for President
Bashar Assad to step
down.

Some Lebanesefearthat
a toppling of Assad's
government could be
followed by increased
sectarian tension and
the

Muslim majority

conflict between
Sunni
and the minority Alawite
sect, to which Assad

belongs.

Power deal recharges Cabinet

Fneish and Bassil during the session

BEIRUT: The government
approved a controversial
electricity bill Wednes-
day after members of the
March 8-dominated Cabi-
net reached a last min-
ute compromise over the
funding of the project,
ending weeks of nego-
tiations that threatened its
unity.

At the root of the com-
promise on the project to
boost electricity output
by 700 megawatts is the
decision to allocate the
budgeted funds - $1.2
billion — in four install-
ments, rather than in one
payment. The government
also agreed to establish a
regulatory authority to su-
pervise the sector within
three months.

Prime Minister Najib Mi-
kati told reporters that the
government will pay the
first installment for 2011
as had been agreed previ-
ously, but would reduce
the second payment, in
2012, by an amount that
would subsequently be
paid in two installments in
2013 and 2014.

Mikati said the govern-
ment also decided to form
within three months a min-
isterial committee, headed
by him and including the
finance, health, justice,
social affairs, energy,
works and economy min-
isters, to look at the intro-
duction of amendments to
Law 462.

Law 462, which outlines
the regulatory norms for
the administration and

tricity sector, requires the
formation of a regulatory
authority to supervise the
sector.

A source told The Daily
Star that the breakthrough
came after intensive talks
between President Michel
Sleiman, Speaker Nabih
Berri, Free Patriotic Move-
ment leader Michel Aoun
and officials from Hezbol-
lah.

The discussions led to a
compromise that was ap-
proved during a meeting
between the prime min-
ister, Energy Minister Ji-
bran Bassil and Hezbollah
official, Minister of State
for Administrative Reform
Mohammad Fneish.

The source said delibera-
tions in the Cabinet took
place in a calm atmo-
sphere, adding that the
bill had been approved
sooner than expected.
Bassil had refused an
earlier proposal Tuesday
by Mikati, and threatened
to boycott government
meetings, which would
have paralyzed the work
of the Cabinet.

Mikati said the govern-
ment also tasked him with
contacting Arab, regional
and international funds
to secure funding for the
project, which was an is-
sue that March 14 parties
raised when it blocked
Aoun’s proposed electric-
ity bill in Parliament.
March 14 had accused
Bassil of seeking to se-
cure funds at high inter-
est rates rather than using

low-interest Arab funds.

Mikati said the govern-
ment also agreed on the
appointment of a board of
directors for Electricite du
Liban within two months,
and to draw tenders from
contractors for the con-
struction of the project in
line with applicable laws.

He added that the draft bill

had yet to be discussed in
Parliament where it will be
subject to a vote. The bill
would need an absolute
majority to pass.
“Lebanon won today,”
Mikati said when asked
which party emerged vic-
torious in the compromise
over the electricity bill.
“Any dispute or discus-
sion is to reach one goal:
to provide electricity to
people,” he added.

Mikati said the plan was
part of a long-term project
to provide Lebanon with
electricity 24 hours a day,
and future governments
would need to continue
the project, which is ex-
pected to cost $5 billion.
Sources close to the Free
Patriotic Movement said
the agreement over the
electricity bill proved that
the Cabinet was capable
of overcoming difficulties
threatening its unity.

Israel says Turkey row ‘spilled
milk’ but will pass

JERUSALEM: Israel and
Turkey will eventually
mend fences rather than
become foes, Israeli
Defense Minister Ehud
Barak said on Thursday,
describing their
unprecedented dispute
over Gaza as “spilled
milk”’.

Ankara downgraded
ties and vowed to boost
naval patrols in the
Mediterranean after Israel
refused to apologize for
killing nine Turks aboard
a ship that tried to breach
its blockade on the
Palestinian enclave last
year.

Noting that an inquiry
commissioned by U.N.
Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon had vindicated

the blockade, Barak
predicted that wider
Middle East upheaval

would help bring Israel
back together with its
Muslim ex-ally.

“Ultimately this wave
will pass. We recognize

reality. They recognize
reality,” Barak told Israel
Radio. ‘We are the two
countries that are most
important to the West in
the region ... | am certain
that we can overcome
these [disagreements].”
“The main thing is not to
get confused, not to get
into a tailspin. Turkey is
not about to become an
enemy of Israel and we
have no cause to waste
invective and energy over
this.”

Asked whether Israel
might yet say sorry for its
May 31, 2010 seizure of
the Turkish activist ship
Mavi Marmara, Barak
said: “Look, it-s spilled
milk. Itss not important
right now.”

In addition to an apology,
NATO-member  Turkey
has demanded that Israel
end the Gaza blockade.
Israel says the closure
is needed to keep arms
from reaching Palestinian
guerrillas by sea

monadamant of tha_oloc
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Teachers, Police, Ferry workers all walk off job to protest at rally at NSW Parliament House

CLOSE TO 30,000 workers
have walked off the job
to march in a mass rally
in Sydney over the NSW
government>s wage cap and
job cuts on thursday.

NSW parliament has gone
into lockdown as the protest
begins to march along
Macquarie Street.

They have arrived at the Hyde
Park fountain and all streets
around the park are closed.
Visitors are unable to attend
and workers have restricted
access with security and
police guarding all access
points to parliament house.
Some workers took to the
stage at the rally to voice
their anger.

A prison officer called
Matt railed against plans
announced in the budget to
cut 350 jobs and close down
the Berrima, Parramatta
and Kirkconnell correction
centres.

A police officer called
Brenda, wearing a blue
Police Association shirt, said
public service job cuts were
to blame for the London riots.
She said the NSW cuts would
leave police dealing with
more schoolyard assaults
and accidents on train lines.
Speaking on behalf of hospital
workers and cleaners at the
rally, Margaret Pike said
her co-workers at the RPA
needed protection.

«We>ve already gone from
450 to 180 cleaners. Barry
O>Farrell yousve gone to
caviar and the 2.5 per cent
will buy us dog biscuits,» Mr
Park said.

Sydney firefighter Leighton
Drury said the O>Farrell
Government was offering
them an «impossible choice».
«Firefighters have got
mortgages and bills to pay.
We can>t see wages go

backwards otherwise we
can>t pay them,» Leighton
Drury said.

«We>re only asking for

a fair go for us and the
community.»

They are now distributing
the beach balls with Barry
O>Farrell>s head on them to
the crowd.

They chanted «shame Barry
shame>> after Premier Barry
O>Farrell>s 25 per cent
wages cap policy, which
will also strip the Industrial
Relations Commission of its
power to arbitrate on behalf
of public sector workers, was

condemned.

Mr Lennon told the crowd
more than 30,000 protesters
appeared to have turned up.
Friends, we have a problem,
there>s too many of us here,>>
he told the crowd, evoking
wild applause.

We said there would be at
least 20,000 people here
today, it looks like ... there are
30,000 people here today.

If the premier had any doubt
about the anger of the public
sector, all he has to do is look
out the window of Parliament
House.>>

The crowd started singing
We>re not going to take
it> several times during
Mr Lennon>s address, in
which he said the O>Farrell
government had launched
an Unprecedented attack on
public service rights>>.

He questioned the legality of
someofthe action, particularly
by ferry workers who he said
are not covered by the state>s
industrial commission.

It>s an act of bastardry to pull
ferries off,>> he said.

There would be people who
are trying to use those ferries
to get to long-standing
medical appointments.>>
About 400 firefighters have
marched their way to the
Domain to join thousands
of other public servants
protesting against the
government’s industrial
relations reform.

Fire trucks lined College st
and blocked traffic having
travelled from all across
greater Sydney including
Parramatta, Campbelltown
and the Northern Beaches.
Fire fighter and union
delegate Jim Casey said
the government's capping of
wages would eventually lead
to less fire fighters and less
protection of the community.
“We need to be ready to drag

this government and give
them a good go,” he said.

The firefighters Award is due
to come up for negotiation
next year.

The protesters will hold up
their phones and send a
joint SMS to premier Barry
O>Farrell before marching to
Hyde Park.

But Sydney Ferries was trying
to seek a legal backing from
Fair Work Australia to force
ferry staff to return to work,
after they left without notice.
Transport Minister Gladys
Berejiklian ~ said  Sydney
Ferries has made an
application to Fair Work
Australia to be heard at
11:30am.

‘I'm going to consider all my
legal options,” Ms Berejiklian
said.

“This cannot continue - to
leave potentially up to 10,000
commuters in the lurch is
completely unacceptable.”
She said it was a ‘huge
convenience” to commuters
because they had not been
given any notice, unlike
teachers and nurses who had
warned for many days of the
industrial action.

‘I'm especially concerned
about those people stranded
at wharves who had no notice,
and who knows what kind of
chaos there lives have been
put in as a result,” she said.
The Maritime Union of
Australia said *many of its
members” have stopped work
to attend a rally of public
sector workers opposed to
recent announcements by
the O'Farrell Government
surrounding the privatisation
of Sydney Ferries.

“While peak hour services will
not be affected, there will be
some disruption to services
between 10am and 2pm,” an
MUA spokesman said.

“The MUA continues to be

frustrated by the

lack of
action from the O'Farrell
Government in guaranteeing
the hard-fought rights and
conditions of ferry workers.”
MUA members will march
to the Domain from Circular
Quay at 11am, alongside
thousands of other public
sector workers with similar
frustrations.

‘Ferries services have been
suspended due to industrial
action, effective immediately,”
NSW Transport Management
Centre spokeswoman Chrissy
Gardiner said.

‘Ferry ticket holders can use
them to travel on Sydney
Buses and CityRail services
instead.”

Commuters can still use
privately operated ferries
between Manly and Circular
Quay.

Police officers say they will
be marching against injustice
when they join the mass rally

outside NSW Parliament
House.
NSW Police Association

president Scott Weber said
he expected thousands of
police officers wearing blue
union T-shirts to join the rally
on Thursday morning.

Today police officers are
marching against injustice,>>
he told reporters.

When we see it out on the
street we stand up, when
we see it in crime we stand
up but today we see it in the
NSW government.>>

The protesters will then take
their message to the front
of Parliament House on
Macquarie Street.

The government promised
550 new police officers in the
budget,delivered on Tuesday,
but Mr Weber said the cutting
of 5000 back-office positions
in the public service would
compromise services.

We welcome the 550 extra

police officers byt they will

be taken away, off the front
of the road, out there in the
community, if these public
sector workers are cut
back,>> he said.

Public Service Association
of NSW general secretary
John Cahill said the NSW
government>s wage cap
policy was disgraceful>>
and called on Premier Barry
O>Farrell to say where the
5000 job cuts would come
from.

He hasnst told the people of
NSW what services will be
cut as a result of these 5000
people being thrown on the
scrap heap and he hasn>t
said what programs his
government will abolish,>> he
told reporters.

Mr Cabhill said he expected
the union movement to wage
a long-term campaign until
the next election in 2015.
Wesre counting the days
already and it>s a bit more
than three and a half years,>>
he said.

The government does have
a very big majority but that
doesn>t mean they can run
roughshod over public sector
workers or over the people of
NSW.>>

Workers from as far away as
Illawarra are on their way to
Parliament House to send a
message to Barry O'Farrell.
And they're bringing with
them hundreds of beach
balls with Barry O'Farrell’s
face printed on them to kick
around outside Parliament
House.

At the same time the union
members -includingteachers,
nurses, firefighters and ferry
workers - assemble outside
Mr O'Farrell's office about
11.30am - the Premier will be
holding a press conference in
the Eastern Suburbs.

Union officials have been
setting up at the back of
parliament house since early
this morning.

Roads around the Domain will
be closed between 12.30pm

to 2pm.
Teachers are defying
an Industrial  Relations

Commission order and strike
today, closing schools and
forcing thousands of children
to stay at home.

Risking a $20,000 fine, the
teachers union last night
vowed to take as many
teachers as it could to the
rally in the Domain to protest
over the government>s public

sector reforms.

They will defy a ruling by
the Industrial Relations
Commission yesterday that
strike action be postponed
for 48 hours.

«Regardless of any reports
to the contrary, action by
school and TAFE teachers is
proceeding and we expect
they will join with nurses,
firefighters, police and other
public sector workers in
rallies in very large numbers
in Sydney and other areas,»
NSW Teachers Federation

President Bob Lipscombe
said.
«Teachers cannot stand

by and allow salaries and
working conditions to be
cut.»

Not all schools will shut.
Businesses in Sydney>s CBD
have been warned to brace
for major disruptions today
during the «day of chaos»
strikes.

Unions believe more than
20,000 public servants will
march to protest over job
losses and the government>s
capping of public service
wages at 2.5 per cent.

Roads will be blocked around
Macquarie St and traffic
will come to a standstill as
public servants march on
parliament.

The Transport Management
Centre advised roads around
the Domain will be closed
between 12.30pm and 2.30pm
and parts of Prince Albert Rd,
St James Rd, Macquarie St
and Hunter St will be closed
in both directions.

College St, Shakespeare
Place and Hospital Road
will also be affected. Staff at
more than 40 fire stations will
also be on strike.

Unions NSW secretary Mark
Lennon said: «The anger with
the O>Farrell government and
its attack on public sector
workers, and ultimately
services, means that there
will be some disruption
tomorrow.

«There will be a huge turnout
tomorrow, | can assure you.»
Premier Barry  O>Farrell
shrugged off the planned
industrial action.

«The fact is that (today>s)
day of chaos is just the union
movement trying to flex its
muscles,» he said.

«It won>t be a scratch on
the 5800 days of chaos that
were the 16 years of Labor in
office.»
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Coalition’s plan to solve asylum-
seeker impasse would not allow
processing in Malaysia

THE Coalition believes it
can allow asylum-seeker
processing on Nauru and

Manus Island while rul-
ing it out in Malaysia by
making third country pro-
cessing conditional on
the signing of the United
Nations'refugee conven-
tion.

It's understood the oppo-
sition will propose what it
sees as a simple solution
to last week’s High Court
ruling, which placed off-
shore processing in doubt.
It would involve replac-
ing the section of the Mi-
gration Act setting out
the conditions that third
countries must meet with
a requirement that they be
a party to the UN refugee
convention.

Malaysia is not a signato-
ry to the convention, while
Nauru will become an of-
ficial party to it from Sep-
tember 26 and Papua New
Guinea is already bound
by it.

The Labor cabinet is des-
perate to resurrect its Ma-
laysian asylum-seeker
swap, believing the plan is
the only offshore process-
ing option that would deter
people-smugglers.

But Tony Abbott has ruled
out Coalition support for
the Malaysian Solution.
Julia Gillard will
home from the Pacific Is-
lands Forum in New Zea-
land tonight to take charge
of the growing border pro-
tection crisis arising from
the High Court's ruling.
But with multiple boat ar-
rivals predicted in com-

return

ing days, the opposition
believes it has the upper
hand, with the government
needing a policy solution
more than it does.

Acting Prime Minister
Wayne Swan today said
Malaysia remained the
best offshore processing
option.

“That is the advice which
is behind the govern-
ment's decision to pursue
a regional framework with
Malaysia,” he told ABC ra-
dio.

‘We've pursued that with
good faith, we believe that
is the best policy path for
the future of the country,
and there is no doubt that
we have to pursue that be-
cause that is the most ef-
fective deterrent.”
Immigration officials be-
lieve there could be 600
or more people arriv-
ing by boat every month
if offshore processing is
abandoned, quickly over-
whelming Australian de-
tention centres.

Officials have warned of
Paris and London-style un-
rest, which would change
the nature of Australia’s
society and threaten sup-
port for multiculturalism.
Cabinet minister Stephen
Conroy said Australians
were tolerant of migrants
but became frustrated if
they thought people were
circumventing the law.
‘We need Tony Abbott's
support if we>re going to
restore the capacity for a
government to decide our
migration policy and our

refugee policy,” he said.

Coalition says it will maintain its pursuit of embattled Labor MP Craig Thomson

THE Coalition has vowed to
continue its pursuit of Labor
backbencher Craig Thomson,
despite police finding he has
no case to answer on fraud
allegations.

The Gillard government has
challenged the Coalition to
abandon its attacks on Mr
Thomson after NSW police
decided against launching a
formal investigation into his
alleged misuse of union funds
when he was Health Services
Union secretary.

But Tony Abbott said today:
“All that has happened is that
the NSW police have con-
cluded that they're not certain
they could mount a success-
ful prosecution in NSW to the
criminal standard of proof.»
He said the Member for Do-
bell still had questions to an-
swer and Julia Gillard should
‘come clean” on what she
knew of the affair.

*What role did she have?> Mr
Abbott said at Tumbi Umbi, in
Mr Thomson's NSW Central
Coast electorate.

*What knowledge did she
have about the Labor Party's
gift or loan to Mr Thomson to
bail him out of difficulties aris-
ing from a failed defamation
action?”

Mr Thomson is alleged to
have used his union credit
card for more than $100,000
in personal spending, includ-
ing on escort services.

In a relief for federal Labor,
NSW Police have ruled out a
formal investigation, saying
the card had Mr Thomson>s
name on it and as a result
there was no deception and,
therefore, no criminality.

The matter has now been re-
ferred to police in Victoria,
where the HSU is based, but
it>s considered likely they will
reach the same conclusion.
Victoria Police said today
they will assess the NSW po-
lice file and *take appropriate
action”.

In a statement, Mr Thomson
said he had “always rejected”
claims of wrongdoing in re-

gards to the alleged misuse of
his union credit card.

‘I will make a comprehen-
sive statement in the near
future,” Mr Thomson said. ‘In
the meantime | look forward
to continuing my work for the
people of the Central Coast.”
The manager of opposition
business in the House of
Representatives, Christo-
pher Pyne, said Mr Thomson
should make his statement to
parliament when it resumes
on Monday.

‘In the interests of transpar-
ency and accountability it
seems entirely appropriate
that Mr Thomson’s statement
be made in the Australian
parliament at the first oppor-
tunity,” he said.

‘I'm sure all Australians will
be interested in hearing a full
account of this matter.”
Acting Prime Minister Wayne
Swan today said the NSW
police statement ruling out a
formal investigation should
signal an end to the opposi-
tion's campaign against Mr
Thomson.

‘It is a pretty categorical
statement and | think what it
does is it exposes Mr Abbott>s
tactics to wreck everything, to
talk everything down and to
throw as much mud as pos-
sible regardless of the facts,”
Mr Swan told ABC Radio.

He said any further examina-
tion of the matter should be
left to Fair Work Australia,
which is conducting its own
investigation.

‘If there are questions that
people want to ask then let's
see them asked and let's
have the process go through
formally without all of this
mudslinging that we are get-
ting from the Liberal Party,” he
said.

Police focused their investi-
gation on whether a crime of
deception had occurred and
whether Mr Thomson deceived
any brothels in NSW when he
allegedly paid for services us-
ing his Health Services Union
credit card.

The opposition pursued Labor
for weeks over the Thomson
affair, with Ms Gillard repeat-
edly forced to defend the MP.
If Mr Thomson was forced out
of parliament over the affair
- a scenario that now seems
unlikely - it would have dire
consequences for Labor,
which would almost certainly
lose a by-election in his seat.
Such a loss would threaten
Labor's minority government.
Mr Thomson, who was not in-
terviewed by police, has de-
nied any wrongdoing.

Liberal senator George Bran-
dis last month referred 120
pages of material, relating to
Mr Thomson’'s use of a credit
card while he was head of the
Health Services Union, to the
NSW police for examination.

It's alleged Mr Thomson, the
ALP member for Dobell since
2007, used the card to pay for
escort services, lavish meals
and ATM withdrawals. Mr
Thomson denies any wrong-
doing.

NSW police said in a state-
ment the fraud squad had
found no evidence of any of-
fence under NSW law and
had sent the file on to Victo-
rian police, where the union’s
financial controls are based.

«It was concluded that based
on the accounting practices
of the union relating to the use
of corporate credit cards there
was no evidence to warrant a
formal investigation by NSW
Police,>> the statement said.

Victorian police have yet to
comment on what they pro-
pose to do and a Fair Work
Australia investigation is still
under way.

Senator Brandis, the shadow
attorney-general, said he
didn't owe Mr Thomson an
apology.

«Not at all,» he said. «What
| and others have brought
to light shows a course of
conduct by him over years
in which he used members>
money as if it were his own.»

He said the coalition would
continue to pursue the issue
when parliament returns next
week.

Acting Prime Minister Wayne
Swan said the Liberal Party
had shown a «lynch-mob
mentality».

«If people have got allega-
tions to make they should be
dealt with in the normal way,
free from the lynch-mob men-
tality which the Liberal Party
is pursuing,>> Mr Swan told
ABC Radio on Thursday.

«It doesn’t matter whether it's

Craig Thomson or whether
it's the economy or whether
it's asylum seekers, regard-
less of the facts they are out
there running these scare
campaigns and throwing mud
all of the time.>>

Fair Work Australia is due to
report on its investigation by
the end of the year.

Mr Thomson said in a state-
ment: «| have always reject-
ed claims of wrongdoing in
these matters.»

The member for Dobell said
he intended to make a «com-
prehensive statement» in the
near future.

«In the meantime | look for-
ward to continuing my work
for the people of the (NSW)
central coast,» Mr Thomson
said.

In the heart of Mr Thomson>s
Dobell electorate this morn-
ing, Opposition Leader Tony
Abbott refused to concede
the embattled MP had no
case to answer after NSW
police dropped their review
into his use of union credit
cards.

«| think it's pretty clear from
what's been in the public do-
main for a long time, there has
been a mis-use of money,»
Mr Abbott told a community
forum at Mingara Recreation
Club this morning.

«Someone has misused that
money, there>s no way it can
be right to use the member-
ship dues of people on low
paid jobs for escort services.
«So something has happened
that shouldn’t have happened
but look, NSW police have
come to this conclusion and
I'm in no way critical of the
NSW Police.

«Let's see what the Victo-
rian police make of it, let>s
see what Fair Work Australia
make of it ... But in the end it
will be up to the people of the
Central Coast to decide who
represents them and what
type of individual represents
them.

«In the end democracy will be
the cure for this sort of thing.»
Mr Abbott had a cup of tea and
shook hands with the largely
Coalition faithful, answering
questions about the carbon
tax, infrastructure, rising sea
levels and the area>s aging
population.

It was a subdued affair and a
far cry from Mr Abbott's last
visit to the region’'s largest
club for an anti-pokie tax ral-
ly where the opposition leader
was feted like a rock star by
thousands.
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BUDGET TO REBUILD NSW
INCLUDES TRANSPORT AND ROADS
BOOST FOR EAST HILLS

The Liberals & Nationals’
first Budget delivered
today is about rebuilding
New South Wales and
East Hills, said Member
for East Hills, Glenn
Brookes.

‘Rebuilding NSW means
repairing what
left behind, improving
services and building
the the
people of NSW need,” Mr
Brookes said.

“The people of East Hills
voted for real change
in March after years of
broken promises
failed projects under the
formerLabor Government
that saw East Hills taken
for granted,”

“The NSW Liberals &
Nationals Government is
very conscious that if we
don't get expenses under
control, there are no funds
to fix the services people
rely on every day.”

Mr Brookes said the
Budget delivers 900 more
teachers, 2475 more
nurses and 550 police
officers and a record
infrastructure investment
to address the building
backlog left by Labor.
Spending on hospitals
and health capital works
over the next four years
is $4.7 billion - 50 per
cent higher than over the
last four years.

“The Budget will improve
local roads with $7 million
this year to complete the
widening of the northern
approach to Alfords Point
Bridge and a new bridge
over Henry Lawson Drive,
as well as $2.4 million
for the upgrade of Kelso
Creek Bridge.

“The Budget provides
$104 million to meet our
commitment for more
express train services
and $40 million in the
Park and Travel Safety
Fund means better safety
for commuters through

was

infrastructure

and

more CCTV cameras,
lighting and help points
at stations.

«The Budget also
continues local
investment education
with the $2.8 million

upgrade of EastHillsBoys
High School and the $3.3
million upgrade of East
Hills Girls Technology
High School.

«The Budget delivers for
East Hills $2.74 million for
maintenance upgrades to
social housing homes that
will improve the livelihood
for local residents.

Glenn Brookes said
the Government has
listened and the Budget
provides $759 000 for
regional roads, $1 557
000 for routine and minor
maintenance works on
state roads, $779 000 for
maintenance of traffic
lights, signs and road
markings, $154 000 for
Bankstown City Council
to maintain their local
traffic facilities, $113
000 for school crossing
supervisors who facilitate
safety of unaccompanied
primary school-aged
children and $161 000 for
routine and minor road
safety works.

‘I am proud of our
year $2 billion
commitment program for
disability services, which
is the largest funding
commitment to disability
services made in the
nation’s history.

«The Budget also delivers
our $35 million election
commitment of delivering
the Community Building
Partnership that allows
community groups across
East Hills to apply for

five

support.»
*The NSW Liberal
& Nationals’ first

Budget delivers on our
commitments and starts
the process of rebuilding
NSW and East Hills.”

Sponsorship agreement between Beirut Hellenic
Bank Ltd & "LANA” Association- Lebanon

\ Beirut Hellenic Ba

-

nka
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As part of the Bank's
supporting strategy to
the charitable projects
in Lebanon, Managing
Director & CEO of Beirut

Hellenic Bank Mr. James
Wakim has proudly
announced that  the
Bank will support the
humanitarian project of

“Multaka El Kibar” which
is a center dedicated to
the elderly in Tannourine-
Lebanon.

In his speech at
fundraising dinner held
on August 27, 2011,
James Wakim stressed,
‘the financial and moral
support for that project
is to link with Lebanon
through supporting
humanitarian and social
issues, and consequently
to meet the requirements
of decent living for groups
with limited potential in
Lebanese society. Thus,

the

the bank is honored to
help community initiatives

aimed at improving
the life-standard of
individuals, and to

contribute in developing
their opportunities.”

President of “LANA’
association Mrs. Merlin
Boutros Harb signed the
sponsorship agreement
on August 31, 2011
in the presence of
representatives from the
Bank and members of
“Tannourine” and “Harb”
Associations.

Workers forced into extra hours with no compensation, survey finds

MANY Australian workers
are forced to work extra

hours  without being
compensated, a new
survey suggests.

The poll of 42,000

employees, billed as the
largest ever conducted
with Australian workers,
has found many are under
increasing pressure at
work.

The finding comes
as it emerged that
households are pouring
half their weekly budget
into housing, food and
transport and
finances are
stretched than ever.
Health, education, home-
loan and food costs have
raced ahead of general
inflation in recent years
in a hip-pocket hit on
essential spending, and

family
more

it>s working mums, young
workers and older men
feeling the pinch.

ACTU President Ged
Kearney says increased
business productivity is
coming at the expense of
workers> wellbeing.

«We have in fact what
we call a productivity
squeeze which means
businesses are achieving
productivity (gains)
through a great deal of
pressure on workers,>>
Ms Kearney told ABC
Radio.

What>s more worrying
is that there is a large
amount of unpaid work
being done, she said.
«We are being told by our
members that they are
working harder than ever,
longer than ever and not
getting paid for that extra

work.>>

The survey
«sandwich women»
forgotten blokes and
insecure youth are the
three groups being
exploited the most, the
Sydney Morning Herald
reported.

More than 60 per cent
of working mums, or

found

«sandwich women» said

they felt most wunder
pressure to work harder
and that increased

flexibility would improve
their working life.

Men aged 4564-, dubbed
forgotten blokes said they
felt their age hindered
their work chances while
workers under 25 or
«insecure  youth» also
reported high levels of
financial stress.

Ms Kearney said that even

under current workplace
laws workers were being
short-changed.

For example, the survey
found 50 per cent of
employees pay for
workplace expenses and
are not compensated for it.

«While the legislation
might provide for these
things, employers for

whatever reason are not
actually abiding by that,>>
Ms Kearney said.

«A lot of our respondents,
particularly in casual or
insecure work, are saying
that they are feeling
forced to comply with
this for fear of not getting
shifts or for fear of not
getting any extra work
when they need it.>>

The ACTU president said
workers should not have
more rights taken away
from them.

«What we>re seeing from
employers is that they are
tryingto saythatindustrial
relations laws are the
reasons for productivity
woes in this country and
that just isn>t true.

«This survey shows that
workers are
harder than ever and that
in some ways theysre
getting exploited even
though the legislation is
there to protect them.>>

working
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Australia, New Zealand pledge cash for education in Pacific Islands

PM Julia Gillard and New Zealand PM John Key exchange All Black and Wallabies
rugby jerseys in Auckland this morning. Picture: Ray Strange Source: Herald Sun

NATIONAL pride and
apples will be at stake at
the rugby World Cup in
New Zealand.

Julia Gillard and her
New Zealand counter-
part John Key today
exchanged rugby union
jumpers as they met at
the Pacific Islands Fo-
rum in Auckland.
Handing over a jumper
signed by the Wallabies,
Ms Gillard told NZ PM
John Key: “This would
be the winning one.”

As Mr Key gave her an
extra large All Blacks
jumper - which still had
the shop tags on it - Ms
Gillard quipped: “And
that will be the one that
doesn>t win.”

The two leaders, who
have a very close work-
ing relationship, have
put a bet on which na-
tion does better at the
World Cup, which kicks
off on Friday night.

“It’'s a bet about apple
eating,” Ms Gillard said.
Mr Key said the losing
PM had to eat an apple
from the other>s coun-
try.

“I've got to eat an Aus-
tralian apple and Julia>s
got to eat a New Zea-
land apple and (give) a
60-second dissertation
about why it’s so fantas-
tic,” Mr Key said.

Ms Gillard replied: “It
would hurt, every mo-
ment.”

Australia was recently
forced by the World
Trade Organisation to
allow the import of NZ
apples for the first time
in 90 years, a decision
Australian growers say
will lead to the introduc-
tion of apple diseases.
Australia and New Zea-
land also announced
they will spend about
$250 million to help
500,000 poor Pacific Is-
land kids learn to read
and write.

The Pacific’s two riches
countries will jointly fund
the program to tackle the
problem that almost one
million school-aged chil-
dren across the Pacific
do not go to school.

Ms Gillard said the aim
was by 2021 to have 75
per cent of all Pacific Is-
land children being able
to read by age 10.

She said this would help
improve prosperity in
the Pacific.

Australia and NZ will
also provide three post-
graduate scholarships
each.

Attending the 40th anni-
versary of the 16-nation
Pacific Islands Forum
in Auckland, Ms Gillard
said the top issues were
economic growth, edu-
cation, jobs and climate
change.

Leaders are looking at
expanding guest work-
er schemes and labour

mobility in the region
and Ms Gillard flagged
her support to find a
cheaper way for Pacific
Islanders working in

Australia to send money
back home.

Her first meeting when
she arrived yesterday
evening was with the
President of the tiny na-
tion of Kiribati, Anote
Tong, to discuss the
threat to his country
from climate change.
Ms Gillard said many
of the Pacific island na-
tions were threatened
by climate change.
“They are small, they
are low-lying and most
at risk from rising sea
levels,” she said.

Ms Gillard said 25 per
cent of Australia’s de-
velopment aid goes to
the Pacific and half of
the aid to the region
flows from Australia.

Climate Change spokesman Greg

Hunt says Labor Government

divided on carbon tax

LABOR could face a par-
tyroom revolt over its car-
bon tax bills, the Federal
Opposition says.

Climate Change spokes-
man Greg Hunt says La-
bor is divided about the
future of its plan to price
carbon.

Mr Hunt said it was more
likely disgruntled Labor
MPs would stop the carbon
tax bills from reaching the
House of Representatives
than key crossbenchers
would withdraw their sup-
port.

«There is a chance of a
partyroom revolt or a Cab-
inet revolt,» Mr Hunt said
on wednesday.

« Every day | am get-
ting very senior business
people come to me say-
ing <we've been talking
to members of the (Labor)
partyroom, talking with
Cabinet ministers and, it's
not universal, but there
is a move within the ALP
parliamentary partyroom,
and the within the Cabinet,

to ditch the tax>.

«We would like the inde-
pendents to reconsider
their position.»

He said Labor>s carbon
tax modelling was flawed
because it was based on
$20 a tonne for carbon
emissions, when the start-
ing price would be $23 a
tonne when it begins in
2012.

«There are 13 bills and
we still haven't seen the
household compensation
bill in particular, and there
is no updated modelling,»
Mr Hunt said.

«Eight weeks after intro-
ducing the package, it>s
still based on the $20 car-
bon price so there is a 15
per cent discrepancy be-
tween the modelling and
the price.

«The modelling also as-
sumed the USA will be
part of an emissions trad-
ing scheme by 2016.
«Both items are funda-
mentally and palpably
wrong.»

PM should talk to PNG and
Nauru - Tony Abbott

OPPOSITION Leader Tony
Abbott says Prime Minis-
ter Julia Gillard should be
talking at the Pacific Is-
land Forum to the leaders
of Papua New Guinea and
Nauru about offshore pro-
cessing.

Ms Gillard is attending
the forum of Pacific lead-
ers in Auckland but said it
was too early to talk about
processing asylum seek-
ers offshore before cabinet
made a new policy.

“I don’t know what she is
doing in Auckland if she is
not going to talk about the
subject which most mat-
ters to us,” Mr Abboit told
ABC Radio on wednesday.
‘(Talk) to those countries
that can be most helpful to
us.”

The opposition leader said
he was prepared to work
with the Gillard government
to overcome legal prob-
lems after the High Court
ruled the government>s
proposed refugee swap
deal with Malaysia was un-

lawful.

The court’s judgement last
week had put in doubt any
future offshore process-
ing of asylum seekers,
including previous deten-
tion centres on Nauru and
Manus Island in Papua
New Guinea.

“The prime minister has
said the High Court has
made it legally difficult,
if not impossible, for off-
shore processing,” he told
Fairfax radio.

“I am happy to work with
her and to remove any
legal obstacles, but the
right place for processing
to happen is Nauru and
Manus (Island) where it has
been done before.”

Mr Abbott said Nauru re-
mained an option as an
offshore detention centre.
“The preliminary legal ad-
vice that we have got is
that there is nothing in the
High Court’s decision that
would make it impossible
to resume offshore pro-
cessing in Nauru,” he said.

Council’s Contact Centre

best in Australia

Residents of Bankstown
can rest assured they will
receive the best service
possible when they call
Bankstown City Coun-
cil's Customer Service
Centre.

Last week, Bankstown
City Council's Custom-
er Service Centre was
named winner of the Gov-
ernment Contact Centre
Excellence Award for the
Best Government Con-
tact Centre in Australia
with 30 or less full-time
employees.

«To be recognised as the
2011 Best Government
Contact Centre in Aus-
tralia is a tremendous
achievement,» said the
Mayor of Bankstown Cir
Khal Asfour.

«This award recognises

Council>s commitment to
providing our residents
with first-class service.

«| would like to congratu-
late the Customer Service
team on this fantastic
achievement and thank
them for their continuous
hard work and dedication
to serving Bankstowns>s
residents,» Mayor Asfour
said.

Bankstown Council’'s call
centre receives on aver-
age 650 calls and enqui-
ries every day, equating
to more than 160,000
calls every year.

The accolade was award-
ed to Council by the Gov-
ernment Contact Centre
Summit, in partnership
with the Customer Con-
tact Management Asso-
ciation.
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FAMILY
BURGER
DEAL

2 x double fillet Bondi burgers™,
2 x single fillet BurgerSnackers,
2 x large chips
and 4 x 375ml cans of drink

opérto.
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PLU 453

Limit one coupon per person. Not to be

used in conjunction with any other offer.

Valid until 30.11.2011 at Oporto Merrylands,
Merrylands Stockland, Plumpton & Stanhope Gardens.

i

Editor in Chief: Antonios Bourizk

Tel: 02 87648186

FAMILY
CHICKEN
MEAL

1 x whole chicken,
4 x single serve mash & gravy
or single serve side salads,
and 2 x large chips.
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PLU 458

Limit one coupon per person. Not to be

used in conjunction with any other offer.

Valid until 30.11.2011 at Oporto Merrylands,
Merrylands Stockland, Plumpton & Stanhope Gardens.

the middie east

Established 1996,

Fax :02 87648062

Email: ads@meherald.com.au- info@meherald.com.au

SPIRITUAL THERAPIST
Traditional Spiritual Help
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Mobile204 2190 6377 Phone: 9659 6999

Web:www.alaa.com.au

Email: info@alaa.com.au

DOUBLE
BARREL
DEAL

2 x single fillet Bondi burgers™,
2 x small chips
and 2 x 375ml cans of drink

opérto.
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PLU 447

Limit one coupon per person. Not to be

used in conjunction with any other offer.

Valid until 30.11.2011 at Oporto Merrylands,
Merrylands Stockland, Plumpton & Stanhope Gardens.
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FREE
REGULAR
COFFEE

With any brekkie
burger purchase.
Only available until 11am.

)4

opiorto.
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Limit one coupon per person. Not to be

used in conjunction with any other offer.

Valid until 30.11.2011 at Oporto Merrylands,
Merrylands Stockland, Plumpton & Stanhope Gardens.
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