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dka IPS Security A5
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for ol
change! IPS Q-\H
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . S .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (8 ecurlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. -
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)j’.d‘
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of e .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ 6"
suitable to join our team you must: - -
e Hold a first Aid certificate ot 4*,5‘-‘-'
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘3‘ “S_"?l’
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s .
e Speak fluent English ‘J - ‘3 uh"\’
e Have excellent presentation lg,qy‘ Mbﬂ‘
e Bereliable S e e
We have the following security positions available; Jm"‘.’ dalond
Crowd Control w  ee
(Events) Awdlee
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions sksksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions e & = .
available. A o>
Previous Applicants need not apply 9194 .
No recruitment companies a %A
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S "‘J'“'" Q.’Q 423
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolad! 2 iy
_| Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_
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1. The leader of a local
council is called
1) Mayor or
President

2) Mayor or President

Shire

3) Mayor or Sure
President
4) Mayor or Shine
President

2. Defence and Roads

1) are both responsibility
of the Australian
government

2) are financed by taxes
3) are both responsibility
of the territorial or state
governments

4) are both responsibilities
of local governments

3. What is MP?

1) Member of Party

2) Minister of Production
3) ‘in the afternoon’

4) Member of Parliament

4. Which house of the
Parliament is sometimes
called the Lower House?
1) the Cabinet

2) the ATO

3) the House of
Representatives

4) the senate

5. Australians in each
electorate vote for

1) twelve people to
represent them in the
Senate

2) two people to represent
them in the House of
Representatives

3) one person to represent
them in the House of
Representatives

4) one person to represent
them in the Senate
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Correct answers:

I Question1:1
Il Question 2 : 2
I11 Question 3 : 4
IV Question 4 : 3
V Question 5: 3
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Producers participating in the DrinkWise
‘Get the Facts’ labelling initiative

Chambord, el Jimador and
Finlandia Vodka.

Beam Global Australia Pty
Ltd To roll out initially
on Jim Beam and Canadian
Club products, then across
other Beam Global products
over time as and when
labelling changes can be
implemented, including well
known brands like Teachers,
Makers Mark, and Sauza.
Coopers Brewery To roll out

* Qa9 (9 ™

by end of September 20110on
Coopers Pale Ale, Coopers
Sparkling  Ale,  Coopers
Clear, and Coopers Best
Extra Stout, then across all
remaining products as soon as
practicable.

Woolworths Liquor

To roll out across all private
label brands, initially on
new variants of RTDs and
ciders. Then progressively
as labelling changes can be
implemented on all private
label beer, wine and spirit
brands including, Sail &
Anchor, Platinum Blonde,
Bailey & Bailey, South Island,
McAllister Scotch Whisky,
Mishka Vodka, and Nelson
County Bourbon.

Coles Liquor To roll out
across all Coles Liquor private
label beer, wine and spirits
brands including well known
brands like Maxx and Tasman
beer, Cradle Bay, Robinsons,
Whispers and Wahu wine
ranges, and Mayfair Gin and
Volsk Vodka.

ALDI Stores To roll out
across all exclusive brand
liquor products from October
2011 as and when labelling
changes can be implemented.
Bacardi Lion Toroll out across
the Bacardi Lion portfolio,
including Bacardi, Bacardi
Breezer, McKenna and Inner
Circle.

known names like Jacob>s
Creek, Wyndham Estate,
Richmond Grove, Gramps,
Poet>s Corner, Russet Ridge,
Jacaranda Ridge, Lawsons,
Trilogy and Carrington. Also
seeking agreement from off
shore producers to apply
to their imported products
including brands like Chivas
Regal, Absolut, Martell, G.H.
Mumm, Perrier Jouet, Malibu,

Kahlua, Jameson, Havana
Club, Pernod, Ricard and The
Glenlivet.

Accolade Wines To roll
out across all brands sold
in Australia in due course,
including well known labels
Hardys, Houghton, Brookland
Valley, Leasingham and
Banrock Station.

Suntory (Australia) Pty Ltd
Suntory Awustralia and a
number of their international
brand principals intend to
initially rollout on Midori
RTDs in October 2011closely
followed by Jagermeister with
other brands being introduced
as and when labelling changes
can be implemented.
Brown-Forman Australia Pty
Ltd To roll out across
entire  spirits and RTD
portfolio over the upcoming
year as labelling changes can
be implemented including on
well known brands like Jack
Daniel’s, Southern Comfort,
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Multicall Connexions
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Priya@multicall.com.au

Carlton United Breweries
(Foster’s Australia Limited)
To roll out initially on Carlton
Draught then across all CUB
products over time including
well known brands like VB,
Pure Blonde, Cascade and
Strongbow.

Lion Pty Ltd To roll out across
Lion wine brands and all
beer products including well
known brands like Tooheys,
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XXXX, Hahn, James Boag,
James Squire and West End
Draught.

Diageo Australia Ltd

To initially roll out on
Gordon’s Gin 700 ml bottled
spirits and Bundaberg Rum
& Cola 6 pack cans, with a
phased implementation on
other Diageo brands including
Smirnoff, Bundaberg Rum,
Baileys and Johnnie Walker,
in line with scheduled
packaging updates.

Premium Wine Brands Pty
Ltd (Pernod Ricard)
Torolloutacrossall Australian
wine brands including well
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Ll s LOWEST PRIVATE PRESCRIPTION
sileill 5=l PRICES EVERYDAY

Tania Mihailuk MP a* i 4 : L“u’ﬁ

MEMBER FOR BANKSTOWN

Lite REQUIRED BLOOD KETONE'

TESTING

For help with State Government Issues 9Fl'eest)/le OPU um EVERYDAY BLOOD
Suite 1, Level 3, 402-410 Chapel Rd, Bankstown Xceed
electorateoffice.bankstown@parliament.nsw.gov.au 1 Bk
Abbott

Ph: 9708 3838 Fax: 9708 3960 E Bl
Diabetes Care

446 Doncash Doncaster Victora 3108 Australla  www.abboltdiobetescare.com.au

oncaster Road Do
ABN 95000 180 389 MSE110630114126

Exal

www .ladyzonly .com .au
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THE TYRE EXPERTS

NEW RETAIL SHOP & SERVICE CENTRE

WHEELS & TYRE CENTRE
Keitlor Park Drive Service Centre
Sydney Road Fawkner Service Centre
e PRy g THE TYRE
EXPERTS
O)liaed g D wiuadlgn
o ylsdly ColicLiald
E 6 iually dlawgid!
A adudl duclpl ol sl
| ‘ 4WD

. | THE TYRE EXPERTS

Ol29adly LIk o6 @S
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SIS S Sl paiie el
S (Sibogg) Ol
97| uSlSeo Jlasly i) sl - Jolsd - S ddair}
TUNE UP ieu> puds Las
539kgh! ylamu¥ly cuboudd| g Guadls dkalaiy ke

*1287 Sydney Road *25 Keilor Park Drive
Fawkner VIC Keilor Park VIC
Ph: (03)9359 9877 Ph: (03) 9336 7744
Fax:(03)9359 9377 Fax: (03) 9336 7044

\ /
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) freshplus [REEEES

SUPERMARKETS

B Make 4 F2esh Choice

SALTED STIKS pudle s gSuus

CHICKEN BREAST FILLET
Zd il

CN SOMERTON Rd 55 PAKINGA BLVD 159 BLAIR St
8 DAVID MUNKO Drv MEADOW HEIGHTS DALLAS

ROXBURGHPARK SHOPPING CENTRE  pa|LAS’ SHOP-
SHOPPING CENTRE e

samet.istar@pacificgate.com.au




the muddie »

Page 21 Saturday 3 September 2011 ’HEnALn’ YooY Joksl ¥ sl Y\ dodua

- dlel

lsa JLsatl gk alyal Jymss
Llaa dasadl Joiiny g s
)h,&.ﬁhﬂ )LAA K)L&l

wlgn <Lyl aslyd
igg st genly sllaa 10 @l dglatly

[] [ J s
M BB T2 QY

-

= e ouyw B W -0 asi wu& @

u_u.l:a.oll AT OF OB MEMATRC, TéléLiban ihalaay

L’)V//\V//nuph@ﬂﬂ °

_J.'I)....J%A.n“ L

The Maronite and ’:_,.; = 4—‘-‘-‘3 Gle J‘“‘-‘—‘J“‘J <is810 + MJAJ.SE SL\Q 28

Ec: umen al Radio Stati

dlh.cee qu.a.lnt Y

and giLanlity mocet

1300 400 800 ! ;Y1 1 68 il (U

WORLD TV
www.ubiworldtv.com sales@ubiworldtv.com
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Melbourne A gbe

woed e . I_ .
dadg dlea IPS Security ® @ VIEM

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for

Change! IPS jhad Electrical Contracting

At IPS Security V\r/]e value ourbemployees and know that
t . o .
As a rapidly growir?g)]/ gcr)?n%l;zwy,u\?vlg’fgsalways looking for (&8 Securlty . | . LQ . ‘s
—ld
whbes =
> 4S
* [ * *
PP VIS (QWIRERPWT
o .

reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)ﬁ'ﬁ"‘
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of i .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ 0‘
suitable to join our team you must:

e Hold a first Aid certificate rrdarllint s s

e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘}‘ nS“ﬂ?Ip

e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . : . —y R . . -
J'ﬂ-ﬁ‘j Sleds LQ)£|9.|| U.LC calgaall da.AA‘ ,QAAJ

e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation %f‘hbﬁ" O ﬂ-ﬁ‘s ‘A-i)ﬁ ‘QA-A-l w;.b.“
. Bereligble | B o )Mi-’ pPRIRY d.l.lLl ,.QS.” t_l‘d-ld-n-l.” L>S ‘,_I-H.AL‘.A-IAlH

We have the following security positions available

Cro(vI\E/seCn?Q)trol ' mm CLuS.M.\.” d)\.n.o.llg «_|’).\A.g.||9 c_lLM.\-u.ls.Q." ).\Sl‘

« RSA certificate M A."ASj m'ﬁ“ ‘“ﬁ db\-@ ) ‘“ﬂﬂ Mb\?

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions keksk a}g‘ éﬁ OAGLH 24/24 M

Patrol positions

o e e aUpc o canalpostions I bl el 3
Previous Applicants need not apply
Victorta Licence Nember: 774-201-10 Jaall B 48 Tel/Fax: 03 9391 0686
: : ad 2 oda
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jeladd) 2 giag Mb: 04 1794 9650
_l Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au r

TOTO'S NEAaess

est 1961

Ph: 9347 1630
Fax: 9348 1112
www.totospizzahouse.com 101 Lygon Street, Carlton, VIC 3053

49 ga) disusu 0
Lt Fad (B ot

AaS ol Laade Dl Silauaadll ST o daklall Galgadal Jlc 3 3ladly
L e e s

Pizza — Pasta — Steak — Seafood
dagaiull Lealll B 9ail Ba3 M1 HILI
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N
N SM Accountants & Associates

Sam Misho Tax Agents, Accountants
B.Com. Accountants Business Advisors
AdvDipBus.Marketing Agent No,00902004
MNIA.ACPA M.0403 133 383

1 Accounting, Taxation & Business Advice

&

P.03 9308 8819 - F.03 9308 8819 PO Box 2022
E. sam@smaccountants.org Greenvale Vic 3059
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9248241288 jlaiN
757 High St
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vy il @Sl
. fapl i y
gnej CM}N | gt gl
(P}
SUNRISE BAKE HOUSE
1991 futarg disaad g (pona ekl 9 pud Lol
aS

S | @ Mme
Adldal! 3geld

gl llg «,.P‘Jl 2|9.'|| FITCY
aldaally gl <)
ceodly al sl
il e PS5l cllag
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393 SYDNEY RD COGURG

TEL: 9354 2340

= 7 Building & Construction

—_— L:fn j 555.555
W @,,u.n gtyi W18 WAl
T“Ne - Renov

‘Plans - onﬁsultlng =

-
Registered Building Prachtioner

Workmanship Guarantee—

Milad El-Halabi - cMmc, JP

* Appointed by the Victorian Government
Justice of the Peace Reg. No. 11838

= Appointed and authorised by
the Australian Government
Civil Marriage Celebrant Reg. No. A11175

¥ Individual and personal ceremonies
Mob: 0457 555 555 for all occasions and cultures
Fax: 23 5855 L P
L::el(? 3:1?53 ie Rd B
e * Marriage Consultant

Coburg, Vic, 3058 :
Email: miladcmc@gmail.com = Commitments * Funerals

&
9 B
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Melbourne Ol
. 5 itoey (L ae o MILAD HOMES | [[ALRATTSEA 4
Qo (2 eSIbdLe = Wig 1 o1,
LEBANESE PIZZA & PIES
el ¢ 193] gutar g omad @t uBlio

Abdo

Directdbr

Mon-Fri: Taw - Gpm
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HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
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Breakthrough reported in

Lebanon electricity dispute

ministerial meeting chaired by Mikati

BEIRUT: A breakthrough
has reportedly been
reachedinthedispute over
an electricity bill that has
sparked tension between
Prime Minister Najib
Mikati and Gen. Michel
Aoun and put Cabinet
solidarity in jeopardy.

A ministerial meeting
chaired by Mikati Monday
was  ‘productive’ as
proposals brought up
during deliberations
apparently were OK>ed
by Energy Minister
Jibran Bassil, Aoun’'s
son-in-law, the pan-Arab
daily Al-Hayat reported
Wednesday.

Mikati chaired the
meeting at the Grand
Serail Monday to discuss
ways to break a deadlock
over the controversial
$1.2 billion electricity
plan designed to improve
power supply in a country
suffering from endemic
power outages.

Al-Hayat, citingministerial
sources, said Bassil, who
did not attend Monday's

meeting, approved the
proposals to end the
deadlock.

Among the proposals

presented was to amend
Electricity Law 462 so as
to establish a regulatory
body to govern the
electricity sector, just like
other productive sectors.
This requires more time
before the bill goes for
approval, the sources
said.

Another suggestion was
to assign the private
sectorinthe process of the
electricity rehabilitation
since the plan includes
other stages that require
spending of $5 billion to
improveenergyproduction
to 1500 MW.

The offer also allows

Electricite de
besides the

France,
regulatory
body, to oversee the plan
interms of implementation

and the process of
spending, rather than
being supervised by a
ministerial committee.
Al-Hayat said Monday’'s
meeting was the result of
efforts made by Economy
Minister Nicolas Nahhas,
who  offered several
suggestionshimself.ltwas
also the result of contacts
between Hezbollah and
the Amal Movemen and
between Hezbollah and
Progressive Socialist
Party leader Walid
Jumblatt.

Jumblatt met Monday
afternoon  with Amal
Minister Ali Hasan Khalil
and the political aide to
Hezbollahleader, Hussein

Khalil.
Well-informed sources
told Al-Hayat that

Hussein Khalil conveyed
a letter to Jumblatt from
Hezbollah leader Sayyed
Hasan Nasrallah who
sought to find out whether
Jumblatt's stance on the
electricity bill had any
political motive.

Jumblatt, according to the
sources,confirmedthatthe
purpose behind blocking
the bill was “technical”
andthatit wasdesignedto

improve implementation
conditions.
Jumblatt had proposed

setting up a technical
team to follow up on the
implementation of the
electricity plan.

Al-Hayat said Mikati will
chair a second ministerial
meeting on Monday to
settle the remaining
differences  over the
electricity plan ahead
of a Cabinet session
scheduled for Sept. 7.

Geagea: Government fate
linked to Syria unrest

Samir Geagea

BEIRUT:Lebanese Forces
leader Samir Geagea
accused Wednesday
Prime Minister Najib
Mikati's government
of being controlled by
Hezbollah and Syria,
saying that its fate was
linked to the unrest in
Syria.

‘The events in Syria
will affect the life of this
government because
it is originally linked to
Hezbollah and Syria,»
Geageatold Al-Ekhbariya,
an Arabic news satellite
TV channel based in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
“The current Lebanese
government is a
Hezbollah-Syria
government..considering
that Hezbollah and the
Syrian regime were the
ones that practically
brought down the
government or [former]
Prime Minister Saad
Hariri and brought Prime
Minister Najib Mikati to
the post and then formed
the government the shape
it is now,” Geagea said.
“When Mikati was
proclaimed prime minister
by 67 votes, including
6 votes from MP Walid
Jumblatt, allthe remaining

votes belonged to Syria,
Hezbollah and their allies;
and this is the biggest
proof that the government
is a Hezbollah-Syria
government, « he added.
Geagea said other
evidence that the
government is dominated
by both Hezbollah and
Syria was the fact that

a Cabinet lineup was
announced despite
President Michel

Sleiman's and Mikati's
intention to have a
technocrat government.
He also cited as similar
proof Lebanon’s decision
to distant itself from an
Arab League statement
on Syria.

Geagea also said he
believed the wuprising
in Syria came to help
boost March 14's ongoing
efforts to topple the Mikati
government.
HecriticizedHezbollahfor
refusing to cooperate with
the Special Tribunal for
Lebanon and rejecting to
hand over four Hezbollah
suspects indicted by the
U.N.-backed court.

‘If | were in Hezbollah's
shoes, | wouldn't have
acted this way...” Geagea
said.

3 killed, 57 wounded in Lebanon
road accidents in 24 hours

BEIRUT: Three people
were killed and 57 others
were wounded in 43 traffic
accidents across Lebanon
over the past 224 hours,
the Lebanese Red Cross
reported Thursday.

LRC official George
Kettaneh said among
the casualties were 13
people in nine accidents

in Beirut.

The other accidents took
place in Mount Lebanon
as well as in the north, the
south and east Lebanon’s

Bekaa Valley.
Kettaneh said the
accidents were mainly

the result of speeding and
driving while under the
influence of alcohol.

Shiite cleric urges Libyan
rebels to uncover Sadr fate

BEIRUT: Sheikh Abdul Amir
Qabalan, vice-president
of the Higher Shiite
Islamic Council, called
Wednesday on Libyan
rebel leaders to uncover
the fate of missing Shiite
Imam Musa sadr.

‘We urge the Libyan
leadership and its people
to reveal the fate of
missing Imam Musa Sadr
and his two companions,»
Qabalan said during Eid
al-Fitr sermon.

He said Libyan leader

Moamar Gadhafi was
toppled *due to his
oppression, malice and

selfishness.”

‘We tell each and every
unjust aggressor that your
fate is a hole in the ground
[death]. So watch out,”
Qabalan said.

He called on Arabs and
Muslims around the world
to reconsider their work
for people>s best interests
‘and become one hand
and stay away from hatred,
cruelty and defamation.”

Qabalan attacks U.S., Israel
over STL, defends Hezbollah

BEIRUT:Lebanon'sGrand
Shiite Jaafarite Mufti
Sheikh Ahmad Qabalan
attacked Wednesday
the U.S. and Israel over
a U.N. court probing
the 2005 assassination
of statesman Rafik
Hariri and defended the
*honorable” Hezbollah
suspects indicted by the
tribunal.

Qabalan also defended
Syria, accusing the
U.S. and Israel of being
behind the uprisings in
the Arab world.

“There is no doubt that
accusing honorable
resistance [men] by U.S.
and lIsraeli intelligence
is an essential part
of political and moral
assassination attempts
against the resistance
through local, regional
and international cells,”
Qabalan said during his
sermon on the first day of
Eid al-Fitr for Shiites.

He also said media
outlets have rallied
behind Washington and
Tel Avivintheircampaign
against Hezbollah.

‘But the resistance,
which crushed the
regional and global hub
during the July war and
emerged victorious, is
on the lookout again to
cut malicious hands,”
Qabalan promised.
Turning to the Arab
uprisings, Qabalan said:
‘We are with the Spring
of beautiful and creative

people, but not with any
Spring that may turn into
a stormy winter taking us
to chaos and anarchy.”
“We are not with any
spring that may shed
innocent blood. We
are with dialogue, with
reform, with growth,”
he stressed. *We are
against any unjust and
oppressive system.”
Praising Syrian President
Bashar Assad without
naming him, Qabalan
said: “Yes, we are with
a rejectionist and a
resistance Syriabecause
it is the only country

that still strongly
snubs all attempts at
subjugation after the

size of the American-
Zionist scheme which, in
the name of democracy
and human rights, has
been determined.”
Addressing Arab
brethren, Qabalan said:
“You are in the same boat
.. Be aware of defeating
the hellish scheme which
not only targets Syria
or the resistance in
Lebanon or Hamas in
Gaza, but also targets
all of you.”

‘It targets your systems,
your people, your oil and
your wealth,” he warned.
*This American-Zionist
plot which Europe is part
of .. aims to dismantle
the region and turn
it into sectarian and
denominationalterritory,”
Qabalan said.
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Libyans celebrate Muslim holiday,
Gadhafi ouster

3

Libyan muslims pray in Green Square, renamed Martyr>s
Square, during the morning Eid prayer, marking the end of
Ramadan and to celebrate victory over Gadhafi, inTripoli, Libya

TRIPOLI, Libya: Libyans
on Wednesday wept
over the graves of those
killed in their six-month
war against Moammar
Gadhafi, then celebrated
their newfound freedom
with morning prayers
and joyous chants in the
capital>s main square —
bittersweetrituals marking
the start of a major Muslim
holiday.

Men in their holiday finest
— white robes and gold-
striped vests — knelt
in neat prayer rows in
Martyrs> Square, the
plaza formerly known
as Green Square, where
Gadhafi supporters
massed nightly during
the uprising.

Women in black robes
ululated, rebel fighters
fired guns in the air
and people burst into
spontaneous chants of
“Hold your head high,
Libya is free!”

In one corner, five rebel
fightersformedareception
line, like at a wedding,
and civilians walked up to
them, shaking their hands
in gratitude. In another
area of the square, people
crowded around a thick
metal pole decorated with
political cartoons, one
depicting Gadhafi as a pig
and another as a monster
on a  psychiatrist>s
couch.

Adel Taghdi, 47, choked
back tears as watched the
festivities. Having spent
long years in Canada, he
said he had felt no sense
of belonging when he saw
Gadhafi>s green flag. Now,
he said, he is proud of
Libyans and his country.
‘I never felt that way

before,” said Taghdi, who
owns a tile shop in the
capital. “We just want to
live free.”

Wednesday marked the
start of the three-day
holiday of Eid el-Fitr,
which caps the holy
fasting month of Ramadan.
The start of the holiday
is determined by the
sighting of a new moon,
and several countries in
the Arab world started
marking the holiday on
Tuesday. Morning visits to
cemeleries are part of the
Eid el-Fitr tradition across

the region.
At Tripoli>s  Bin-Shir
cemetery, dozens of

concrete graves had been
poured for those killed
in the uprising against
Gadhafi, particularly the
bloody week of battles
for control of Tripoli that
began when rebel fighters
entered Aug. 20.

Many of the cement grave
covers were unmarked,
while a few had names
scribbled on them. One
of those buried there,
Mustafa Usta, was Kkilled
by sniper fire in his
neighborhood of Souk al-
Jumma last week, said his
brother, Adnan, 61.
Adnan Usta, a civil servant
in the Libyan foreign
ministry, said he only
learned of his brotherss
death five days after he
was shot, and that his
brother was buried in
before the family was
informed. Despite the
personal pain, Usta said
he is looking toward the
future.

‘We are free now,” he
said. “We will build a
democratic countr

Iran leader. West cannot <confiscate> Arab Spring

Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

TEHRAN, Iran: Iran>s top
leader warned the Arab
world Wednesday not to
allow Western powers
and Israel to “confiscate”
the region>s pro-reform
uprisings, in comments
that appear to reflect the
Islamic republic>s unease
about their standing in a
profoundly altered Middle
East.

Iran has tried to walk
two paths since the pro-
democracy rebellions
began in February —
lauding the popular
revolts as modern-day
heirs to Iran>s 1979
Islamic revolution, while
maintaining relentless
pressure on opposition
groups at home.

But Iran is at risk of serious
political setbacks. Iran>s
main Mideast ally, Syria>s
Bashar Assad, is under
growing international
pressure for his fierce
crackdown on anti-
government protests.
Iran>s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
in a speech broadcast on
Iran>s state TV to mark
the end of the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan,
reflected the added worries
that the West and its allies
could gain ground in the
Arab Spring.

“Muslim nations in Egypt,

Libya, Tunisia, Yemen
or other countries need
vigilance  today. They

should not allow enemies

confiscate the victories
they>ve achieved,”
Khamenei said. “They
should not forget that

those who have come to
the scene in Libya (U.S. and
NATO) today and consider
themselves owners of
the uprising are the same
people who used to sit and

drink with those who once
suppressed the Libyan
nation.”

Iran>s supreme leader,
who has the final say on
all state matters in Iran,
urged Libyans not to allow
the US. and its allies to
dominate their country.

On Tuesday, Iran>s Foreign
Minister Ali Akbar Salehi
said his country secretly

provided humanitarian
supplies to Libya>s rebel
National Transitional

Council. Salehi said Iran
had sent four medicine and
food shipments to the rebel
stronghold of Benghazi.
“Today they (US. and
its allies) seek to take
advantage of the situation.
Nations must be vigilant
and wakeful,” said
Khamenei.

But he made no mention
of Syria, where Assad>s
regime is struggling to
contain opposition forces.
In Iran>s view, collapse
of pro-US. governments
in Egypt and Tunisia
were strong blows to U.S.
influence intheregionand a
new “Islamic awakening.”
“‘Who thought American
and Zionist agents in the
region would fall one after
the other? ” Khamenei said.
“This is the powerful hand
of the Islamic nations,”
Iran has supported Arab
uprisings, saying change
of governments in North
Africa shows a new Middle
East is emerging that will
doom Israel and break free
of American interference.
Iran has sought to portray
the popular uprisings
as a replay of its 1979
Islamic Revolution which
toppled the pro-U.S. shah,
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi,
and  brought  hardline
clerics to power.

Gold reserves reflect positively on
Lebanon>s financial stability: Salameh

Salameh believes Lebanon>s gold
reserves have a positive impact on
Lebanon>s financial stability

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s
Central Bank Governor
Riad  Salameh says
Lebanon holds the second
biggest gold reserves
in the region, resulting
in a positive impact on
the country>s financial

stability.
“Lebanon has the second
largest gold reserves

among countries in the
Middle East and we
consider this as a pillar of

monetary stability in the
absence of key natural
resources and a safe
haven in times of crises,”
Salameh reportedly
said during a meeting
with students of various
nationalities who came
to Lebanon from Hatron
University in the U.S.

In  remarks published
Wednesday by el-Nashra
news website, Salameh
stressed that gold has a
“positive psychological”

impact on confidence
“which we strive to
boost.”

He cited the decline of
confidence in the global
financial market as reason
for increase in gold prices,
saying that this, however,
“has added momentum to
the government-run bond
market.”

Four <Al-Qaeda> gunmen killed
in Yemen clashes: medic

ADEN: Four suspected
Al-Qaeda gunmen were
killed in clashes with
Yemeni forces as the
army pressed on with
its advance toward the
gunmen-held  southern
city of Zinjibar, a medic
said on Wednesday.

The four died of their
injuries in hospital early
on Wednesday in Jaar,
11 kilometres (six miles)
north of CZinjibar, the
medical source told AFP,
adding that two other
wounded militants and a
civilian were brought in.
The suspects were hit by
army shelling of Zinjibar,
Abyan>s provincial capital
that has mostly been
overran by gunmen since

May.

Jaar and Shaqra, in
addition to Zinjibar,
remain controlled by

gumen, while advancing
army troops have seized
control of the villages
of Dofes, Al-Kud and Al-
Matla, on the outskirts
of Zinjibar, local sources
said.

The army now controls
the road linking Zinjibar
with the main southern

city of Aden -- a stretch of
50 kilometres.

According to the supreme
security committee,
more than 300 Al-Qaeda
suspects have  been
killed in Abyan since
May. Unofficially, military
sources put the army
casualty toll at 183 troops
dead and more than 250
wounded.

On Tuesday, a military
official said Defence
Minister Mohammed
Nasser Ahmed Ali
escaped unharmed when
a roadside bomb targeted
his convoy in Al-Kud but
two guards of the south>s
military commander,
General Mehdi Maqwala,
were killed.

A defence ministry official,
however, cited by Saba
state news agency, denied
the reported explosion.
The Ilawless southern
and eastern provinces
of Yemen have provided
safe havens for Al-Qaeda
militants to  regroup,
especially over the past
seven months of mass

protests  across  the
country against President
Ali Abdullah Saleh.
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Syrian troops raid Hama homes, residents say

People protest against Syria>s President Bashar al-Assad on the first day of Eid Al-Fitr in the city of Sugba

August 30, 2011. The banner reads: «<Need international intervention to protect us from Bashar>s gangs».

AMMAN: Syrian troops
backed by tanks raided
houses looking for
activists in two main
districts of the city of
Hama on Wednesday,
residents said.

Syrian authorities said
the army had withdrawn
from Hama this month
after a 10-day assault
to crush pro-democracy
protests against the rule
of President Bashar al-
Assad, who has sent the
military to numerous
towns and cities across
the country to crush the
five-months of street
protests.

«Several light tanks and
tensofsmallandbigbuses
parked at Al-Hadid bridge
at the eastern entrance of
Hama. Hundreds of troops
then went on foot into
al-Qusour and Hamdiya
neighbourhoods. The
sound of gunfire is being
heard,» Abdelrahman, a
local activist, told Reuters
by phone.

«These neighbourhoods
have been among the
most active in staging
protests,» he added.

Another resident
said Toyota pick-up
trucks mounted with
machineguns and

buses full of troops also
assembled overnight
near al-Dahiriya district
at the northern entrance
of Hama, 205 km (130
miles) north of the capital
Damascus.

Hama, on an ancient
agricultural plain on the
Orontes River, was scene
of a 1982 massacre by

the military. The city
saw some of the largest
protests in the current
uprising.

Tanks and troops entered
the city of 700,000 on the
eve of the Muslim fasting
month of Ramadan on
July 31 and according to
an activist group killed
130 civilians in the first
day of the attack alone.
Troops withdrew after 10
days though and residents
reported a resumption of
protests, encouraged, like
elsewhere in Syria, by the
overthrow of Muammar

Gaddafi in Libya, with
whom Assad had close
ties, and increased

international pressure on
the government.

Assad, from Syria>s
minority Alawite sect, has
repeatedly said heis using
legitimate force to defeat
what he says is a foreign
plot to divide Syria.

State television aired
an audio recording on
Tuesday of what it said
were two terrorists. It said
the tape revealed «a full
agendaofprovocationand
targeting police and army
camps and terrorising
peaceful citizens in the
name of freedom and
non-violence».

Foreign media were
expelled from Syria after
the uprising began in
March,makingverification
of reports difficult.

In the northwestern
province of Idlib on the
border with Turkey, troops
shot dead one villager,
Hazem al-Shihadi at a
checkpoint overnight near

thetown of Kfaruma where
there has been increased
army defections, activists
said.

Demonstrations broke
out across the country
on Tuesday after prayers
to mark the end of
Ramadan, notably in
Damascus suburbs, the
city of Homs, 165 km (100
miles to the north) and the
northwestern province
of Idlib, activists and
residents said, adding
that security forces shot
dead four demonstrators
in the southern Deraa
province, who included a
13-year-old boy.

«The people want the
downfall of the president,»
protesters shouted in
the Damascus suburb of
Harasta, where activists
said dozens of soldiers
defected at the weekend
after refusing to shoot at
the crowds.
TheObamaadministration
froze the U.S. assets of
Foreign Minister Walid
al-Moualem and two
other Syrian officials on
Tuesday in response to
the crackdown.
Opposition figures in
Syria see international
pressure as crucial
to stripping Assad of
legitimacy and in helping
raise the momentum of
protests.

In a report published
on Tuesday, the Syrian
Revolution Coordinating
Union grassroots
activists> group said
Assad>s forces killed 551
people during the month
of Ramadan.

4 )
Six killed,
six wounded
in Baalbek
shooting

BEIRUT: Six people,
including a child, were
killed in a shootout near
Baalbek in east Lebanon’'s
Bekaa Valley Tuesday
over a long-standing land
ownership dispute.
Security sources told The
Daily Star that the shooting
took place early Tuesday
at a cemetery in Khraibeh,
near Baalbek,
members of the Kanaan
and Issa families visited
the graveyard as part of an
annual tradition on the first
day of Eid al-Fitr holiday.
Six people - five members
of the Kanaan family and
one from the Issa clan -
were killed, the source said.
He said among the dead
was a child identified as
Ahmad Kanaan.
Six other people from both
families were wounded, the
source added.
The army intervened to end
the shootout and sealed off
the area, and later launched
a wide-ranging search,
according to a communique
it sent out Tuesday.

J
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Lebanon extends
Eid al-Fitr
closure by one
day

BEIRUT: Lebanon extended
by one day the two-day
closure of the public sector
on the occasion of Eid al-
Fitr Tuesday.

Public departments and
institutions will now also
be closed on Thursday,
Sept.1.

A statementissued by Prime
Minister Najib Mikati's office
said the decision comes in
line with an announcement
by the Higher Shiite Council
that Wednesday is the first
day of Eid al-Fitr.

A two-day holiday already
began for Lebanese Sunnis
Tuesday after Grand Mufti
MohammadRashid Qabbani
announced Tuesday the
first day of Eid at-Fitr.

U.N. renews UNIFIL
mandate, condemns attacks

UNITED NATIONS: The
UN  Security Council
on Tuesday strongly
condemned attacks on
UN peacekeepers in
Lebanon as it renewed
the key force>s mandate
for another year.

Two roadside bomb
attacks have hit the
12,000-strong UNIFIL

force in the past four
months while Israeli and
Lebanese troops have
opened fire at each other
on the unofficial border
that the peacekeepers
are meant to police.

The 15-nation Security
Council condemned
the strongest terms the
terrorist attacks against
UNIFIL» on May 27 and
July 26 in which six Italian
troops and six French
soldiers were wounded.
The also
condemned border
incidents on May 15, when
Israeli troops opened fire
on protestors killing 10,
and on August 1 when
Israeli and Lebanese

«in

council

troops exchanged fire,
each blaming the other for
the shooting.

UNIFIL was founded in
1978 to oversee a fragile
peace along Lebanon>s
southernborderwithlsrael
and it was strengthened
after a brief war between
the two countries in 2006.
The ceasefire line, the
Blue Line, has never been
fully delineated.

The Security Council,
meanwhile, welcomed
a «strategic dialogue»
started between UNIFIL
and the Lebanese
Armed Forces aimed at
increasing the capability
of the Lebanese military in
the south of the country.

A western diplomat,
speaking on condition
of anonymity, said:
adopting this
resolution, the council
is again showing its
support to UNIFIL,
which plays a crucial
role in a region going
through  unprecedented
instability.»

«In

Hariri visits Saudi king to
extend Eid greetings

BEIRUT: Former Prime
Minister Saad  Hariri
visited Mecca Tuesday to
extend greetings to Saudi
Arabia King Abdullah on
the first day of Eid al-Fitr.
The Saudi news agency

SPA said Abdullah
received Hariri and
other well-wishers at

Royal Diwan, known as
Safa Palace, in Mecca
following morning Eid

prayers.
On Monday, Hariri paid
tribute to the Syrian

people and expressed his
full solidarity with them
on the occasion of Eid al-
Fitr.

Hariri expressed hope that
before the next Eid, the
Syrians, along with other

Arab peoples, would have
succeeded in overcoming
their difficult ordeals and
achieved their aspirations
forregimes that meet their
ambitions, a statement
issued by his press office
said.

Hariri also congratulated
the Lebanese people,
Muslims in particular, on
the Eid, wishing that they
could “see their state
building project prevail
and bring security and
stability to Lebanon as
well as the strengthening
of the bonds of national
unity and solidarity
among all Lebanese, in
their quest to wuncover
the truth and achieve
justice.”
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Funding review suggests schools should be
made to take under-performing students

SCHOOLS should
be required to enrol
struggling students as
a condition of receiving
government funding, a
report commissioned by
an independent review of
school funding says.
Research commissioned
by the Gonski review of
school funding questions
the extent to which public
funds should continue to
subsidise “those already
well-resourced selective
schools” that are not
improving their students>
performance.

The report by a
consortium led by The
Nous Group says the
majority of Australian
schools, independent,
Catholic and a proportion
of government schools,
can select they
enrol, and tend to choose
students with a strong
academic record.

School performance
in Australia is strongly
linked to a studentss
family background, with
more affluent students
tending to record better
academic results.

“The high-performing
schools tend to be those
that attract the most
successful students,” the
report says.

‘In other words, school
<quality> is better
expressed as <student
quality at that school>.”
To lift the performance
of the school system
for all students, the
Nous report - conducted
with the University of
Melbourne and Flinders
University - argues
governments should
“actively encourage high-
performing schools to
take in cohorts of under-
performing students”.

“In our view, there ought
to be some pressure
on schools to take on
more under-performing
studentsanddemonstrate
their quality through

who

student performance over
and above what would
have been expected from
their past performance,” it
says.

“This may mean
restructuring some or all
of the public subsidies so
thatthey are retrospective
and <reward-based>.”

The head of the
school funding review,
businessman David
Gonski, and School
Education Minister Peter
Garrett, this morning
released four research
papers commissioned

as part of the first review
of all school funding, for

government and non-
government schools,
since 1973.

Research conducted

by the Allen Consulting
Group proposes an
alternative funding
system based on the cost
of educating students to
a desired standard.

The report says the
current method for setting
a base funding level “has
a number of limitations”
being based on the
average amount spent by
stategovernmentsacross
a vastly different array of
schools and students.
“‘Also  there is no
relationship between cost
and outcomes,” it says.
The Allen Consulting
Group proposes a model
for a National Schooling
Recurrent Resource
Standard comprising a
base level of funding with
loadings tied to additional
costs associated with
students of various
backgrounds meeting set
educational standards.
The standard would be

calculated based on
the funding levels in
‘reference schools” -

those where at least 80
per cent of their students
met the national minimum
standard in literacy and
numeracy.

A separate research

report, conducted by the
Australian Council for
Educational Research,
examined current funding
for disadvantaged
students, and found
little evaluation of the
effectiveness of the
programs in improving
student results.

The report says there
is insufficient data to
establishwhetherexisting
programs are effective
in reducing the impact
of disadvantage on
educational outcomes.
‘Few have been
evaluated, and fewer still
have been evaluated with
student outcomes as a
focus,” it says.

The report says a
minimum of $4.4 billion
allocated by
governments during
200910- for programs
targeting disadvantaged
students, with the bulk
of it, about 63 per cent
or $2.8 billion, spent on
students with disabilities
with the next largest
amount, $585 million,
spent on students from
low socioeconomic
backgrounds.

The
disadvantaged
received considerably
less identified funding,
with $436 million spent
on indigenous students,
$337 million on students
in rural and remote
areas, and $333 million
on students with poor
English.

The report proposes
a large pooled fund in
each school sector to
help meet the costs,
particularly in
government schools, of
students with disabilities.
For students from low
SES backgrounds, the
report proposes investing
extra money in schools
with concentrations of
poor students for up to
10 years to build their
resources.

was

three
groups

remaining

non-

Julia Gillard>s government <dying of shame>,
Nauru still a legal option, says Tony Abbott

Immigration Minister Chris Bowen holds a press conference following the High Court>s decision

says Julia Gillard>s
Government is dying of
shame, Graham Richardson
says she>ll be finished
before her term is up. The
prognosis for the Prime
Minister doesn>t look good.
The Opposition Leader
accused on thursday
morning the Government
of incompetence. «This is
typical of a government
that just can>t get anything
right,» he said.
Therewasnow «aconsistent
and confirmed pattern of
failure and incompetence».
«Julia Gillard>s year of
decision and delivery has
turned into a year of of
broken promises, backflips
and big-time bungles,» Mr
Abbott said.

«This is a government which

this morning is almost
dying of shame at its own
incompetence.»

Former Labour powerbroker
Graham Richardson went
further, saying there was
no way Ms Gillard could
fix the problems with her
leadership.
«There>s no way she can
turn this around, yousve got
to say it gets worse for her
everyday, never gets better,
just gets worse,» he said.
«lt>s damaging the psyche
of too many Australians and
over time that can damage
the country because that
will make people retreat
more into themselves and
spend less.»

Nauru option
The court>sjudgmentmeans
the Government cannot
send asylum seekers to
another nation unless that
country was compelled to
adequately protect them.
The verdict has cast doubt
on the legality of offshore

processing, potentially
putting the Gillard
Government in dire straits
over its plan to reopen the

Manus Island detention
centre in Papua New
Guinea.

Communications  Minister
Stephen Conroy said there
was «serious doubt» over
all off-shore processing of
those applying for refugee
status.

However, according to
legal advice given to the
Opposition, Nauru is still a
legal destination for asylum
seekers.

Mr Abbott today said High
Court ruling did not negate
the Nauru option.

«| think the Prime Minister

(Julia Gillard) should
swallow her pride, |
think she should put her

stubbornness behind her,
and | think she should drop
what has previously been
the  anywhere-but-Nauru
attempts to solve this
problem,» he said.
«Yes it would be a
humiliating backdown by
the Prime Minister but the
important thing is to get the
policy right.»

Gillard>s <stuff-up>
He called onthe Government
toreleaseanyadviceitmight
have about the legality of
processing asylum seekers
on Nauru, which was part of
the Howard Government>s
«Pacific Solution».
«Nauru happened under
the existing legislation,» he
said of the Migration Act.
If the Government has got
advice, let>s see it.»
When asked whether
Immigration Minister Chris
Bowen should resign, Mr
Abbott said Ms Gillard was
responsible.

«This is not just Chris
Bowens>s stuff up, it is Julia
Gillard>s stuff up,» he said.
«The Malaysia solution
was her solution. It was
one of the signature ideas
that she came up with and
I don>t think sacking Chris
Bowen is going to get the
Government out of this
jam.»

The Government is facing
significant pressure from
human rights activists not
to send asylum seekers to
Nauru, which like Malaysia
has not signed the UN
conventions on refugees.
Australian law requires
destinations to be
signataries to those
conventions, according
to one reading of the High
Court ruling.

Immigration Minister last
night did not rule it out, but
two Labor MPs warned the
Government not to re-open
the camp there.
«Thatwasanaive, simplistic
approach and | donst
support that,>> said NSW
senator Doug Cameron on
ABC radio.

«We need to ensure that
there>ss a humanitarian
approach to refugees and
that>s a big challenge for
the government.»

Another left-wing  MP,
Stephen Jones, said there
was a «fair bit of unease»
within the party about the
Malaysian deal and «a
huge question mark» over
Nauru.

While there can be no
appeals to the High Court>s
decision, the Government
could seek to amend
legislation to push its plans
ahead.

However, it is likely there
would be insufficient
support in the Parliament
for legislative change on
the matter.

The 4000 genuine refugees
Australia was due to accept
under the controversial
swap deal are still likely to
be settled.

More than 300 asylum
seekers who have arrived
since the Malaysiadeal was
struck remain in limbo on
Christmas Island, their fate
pending a cabinet meeting
to sort out the mess.
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Tony Abbott signals a return
to individual work agreements
under revamped IR policy

TONY Abbott has given
his strongest signal
yet that the Coalition is
considering a form of

individual bargaining
under a reworked
industrial relations
policy.

The Opposition Leader
called on wednesday
for *more freedom” in
Australian workplaces,
and mounted a case for
non-union agreement-
makingbetweenworkers
and their employers.

*l think we ought to be
able to trust businesses
and the workers of
Australia to come to
arrangements that suit
themselves,” he told
3AW>s Neil Mitchell.

Mr Abbott, who declared
Work Choices “dead
and buried” at the last
election, said greater
workplace flexibility
was required to address
the productivity slump
that was dragging the
economy down.

His comments follow
those of former prime
minister John Howard,
who last night lashed the
Gillard government>s
tightening of workplace
rules.

“‘lt>s blindingly obvious
that one of the worst
mistakes Julia Gillard
has made is to re-
regulate the labour
market,” Mr Howard told
ABC TV.

‘It is affecting
productivity and it will
therefore  affect
competitiveness.”
MrAbbottsaid MrHoward
was “essentially right”,
but he baulked at pre-
empting the Coalition>s
election policy, and said
he wasn>t signalling a
return to Work Choices.
“We>ve got a lot of
problems and | want to
be a pragmatic problem
solver,” he said.

our

our

Statutory individual
contracts, known as
Australian  Workplace
Agreements, were the

centrepiece of Work
Choices, with Mr Howard
previously admitting he
went too far by axing
the no-disadvantage
test that ensured
workers could not be
left worse off under the
agreements.

Labor>s
relations
allows
agreements, in
form of common Ilaw
contracts, for workers
on higher incomes.
Liberal frontbencher
Malcolm Turnbull today
said the Coalition
should wait for the
government>s Fair
Work laws to fail before
unveiling its industrial
relations policies.
“There>s some merit
in holding fire for a
little while longer,” Mr
Turnbull said.

He said the opposition
had argued from the
outset that the Fair Work
changes would make

industrial
regime only
individual
the

Australian industries
less productive and
increase costs for
business.

‘| believe our warnings
have been borne out by
experience. Others may
not be so convinced,” he
said.

Mr Turnbull said the
opposition would be in a
much better position to
frame arguments about
the need to reintroduce a
measure of flexibility to
workplace laws closer
to the election.

A review into Labor>s
Fair Work Act will begin
early next year amid
criticisms of the laws
from Reserve Bank
governor Glenn Stevens
and the Productivity
Commission.

Peter Costello>s decision to quit
politics was <good news> for
Labor, says leaked US cable

LABOR viewed Peter
Costello as a much
greater threat than
Malcolm Turnbull,
believing he was certain
to take the Coalition
leadership, according to
a leaked US diplomatic

cable quoting former
ALP  secretary Karl
Bitar.

The 2009 report by the
US EmbassyinCanberra
to Washington said Mr
Costello>s decision to
retire rather than seek
the Coalition leadership
was described as “good
news for the ALP, as
well as for Turnbull”.
But the former treasurer
risked being accused
of a lack of courage
and labelled, like Labor
leader Kim Beazley, as
‘the best prime minister
Australia never had”.
“The ALP has believed
there was a strong
likelihood Rudd would
be facing Costello at
the next election. ALP
National Secretary Karl
Bitar told us earlier in
the year he was certain
Costello would take the
leadership it was just a
question of when,” the
cabled stated.

The US Embassy>s June
2009 assessment of Mr
Costello>s retirement,
contained in a new batch
of diplomatic cables
released by WikiLeaks,
predicted that with Mr
Costello>s decision to
step down ‘it is almost
certain  Turnbull
lead the Coalition to the
next election”.

But a subsequent cable
less than two months
later said Mr Turnbull
had been hammered
by the “Ozcar” affair,
in which he used false
information from rogue
Treasury official Godwin

will

Grech to undermine
then-prime minister
Kevin Rudd.

The us Embassy
reported to Washington
that the damage
to Mr Turnbull
“‘exacerbated by his
refusal to admit any
fault or offering any
apology”.

“WhatiskeepingTurnbull
in the leadership is the
reluctance of others to
lead the opposition to an
almost certain defeat,”

was

he said.

The earlier Costello
cable, penned when
the former treasurer
announced his
retirement and in the
midst of the global

financial crisis, said the
ALP had established a
‘Costello contingency
unit” in case John
Howard resigned ahead
of the 2007 election.
*With the economy
dominating political
debate, some ALP MPs
told us Costello would
have posed much more
formidable opposition
than Turnbull.”

Mr Costello>s retirement
announcement had
comedespitethere being
a “growing view that
Costello would remain
in politics and challenge
for the leadership”.
*Some right wing MPs,
who dislike Turnbull,
were hoping Costello
would take the
leadership,” US officials
said.

“Last month, one of them
told us that Costello had
the numbers to defeat
Turnbull.”

On Mr Costello>s
decision to retire,
the cable noted that
“some Liberal MPs
may feel betrayed” as
the former
had recently lifted his
public profile, wading

treasurer

into the economic
debate and raising
hopes he would

challenge Mr Turnbull.

Senator faces supermarket charges

AN undercover security
guardhastoldtheAdelaide
Magistrates Court how
South Australian federal
Senator Mary Jo Fisher
calmly placed fruit and
vegetables in her private
canvas shopping trolley
before walking out of
a supermarket last
December without paying
for them.

Senator Fisher, 48,
is fighting charges of
stealing and assault at a
Foodlands supermarket
in Adelaide on December
15 last year.

Security guard Cathryn
Groot this morning told
the court how she had
watched Ms Fisher
rearrange articles in her
trolley to ensure they
bulging, with products
and items it appeared to
be flat along the front.>>

Ms Groot said Ms
Fisher paid for items
worth $7.30, but failed
to pay for avocados,

cherry tomatos, lychees,

bananas, blackberries
and other items worth
$92.92.

She told the court she
followed Ms Fisher to her
car and convinced her to
return to the supermarket
to be interviewed, before
the senator asked to go
to the toilet.

Ms Groot then said Ms
Fisher panicked and left
the supermarket for her
car, where she pushed
the security guard and
tried to close her car door
on her arm several times.
Ms Fisher has been
charged with theft and
assault.

The trial continues this
afternoon

Great grandmother Dorothy Affleck
free of breast cancer at 100

A GREAT grandmother
has become one of the
oldest women to have
breast cancer surgery
at almost 100.

Dorothy Affleck was

diagnosed with the
disease at the age of 99
years and six months.

Normally, people that

age are considered

too weak physically to
survive the trauma of
a major operation, The
Mirror newspaper in the

UK reports.
But surgeon Pardeep
Arora insisted she

was strong enough to
withstand the two-hour
-procedure. However, it
was carried out under
local rather than general
anaesthetic because of
her age.

Retired hairdresser
Dorothy said: *“When |
was told, ‘You've got
cancer,’lcouldn’'tbelieve
it. | was horrified. But Mr
Arora was -marvellous.
After the operation he
visited me every day
and | used to give him a
big hug.»
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Beirut Hellenic Bank opened two branches in
August Brunswick (VIC) and Burwood (NSW)

g

-
\ Beirut Hellenic Bank

Burwood #1 (L-R): Burwood (NSW) Branch with Beirut Hellenic Bank Managing
Director & CEO James Wakim, Retail Sales Manager Steven Wiaczek , Branch
Operations Manager Maria Sukkar and Head of Retail Banking Soteri Hadjikyriacou

Brunwick : L-R) Anthony Helou (Community Relations Manager), Anna
Laskaratos (Branch Operations Manager), Sam Massoud (Retail Sales
Manager), Daniela El Khoury, Natalie Boulos

Beirut Hellenic Bank
welcomed the communities
of Brunswick (VIC) and
Burwood (NSW) when the
doors opened to its newest
branches in August. These
branches are amongst the
first of 40 new branches
aimed to be opened by
2015.

The new branches utilise
both ultra-modern design
and features aimed at
providing the customer
with a superior banking
experience.

In line with the Bank's
Vision, the Bank is currently
offering its  customers
great Term Deposits, high

interest Online Accounts
and extremely competitive
Home Loan packages.
Burwood Branch Tel:

02 8775 3300

Shops 7 & 8, 258 Burwood
Road, Burwood NSW 2134
Branch Relationship
Manager, Steve Wiaczek
mob: 0408 779 799
Brunswick Branch Tel:

03 8388 5600

Shop 4, 597- 601 Sydney
Road, Brunswick VIC 3056
Community Relations
Manager, Anthony Helou
mob: 0408 494 643

Retail Sales Manager, Sam
Massoud mob:

0400 246 743

Prime Minister Julia Gillard laughs off claims that Peter Beattie wants her job

PRIME Minister Julia
Gillard has laughed
off suggestions former
Queensland Premier
Peter Beattie wants her
job.

The Gold Coast Bulletin
quoted unnamed Labor
insiders, who said
Mr Beattie has been
approached to run for
the seat of Brisbane at
the next federal election
and had designs on the
nation>s top job.

«I>ve got a lot of
important things to do
and | don>t much worry
about newspaper idle
gossip and speculation,»
Ms Gillard told reporters
in Brisbane ahead of
a community cabinet

meeting.

Scott Prasser, a
Professor of  Public
Policy at the Australian
Catholic University, said
it was quite reasonable
to expect Mr Beattie
might make a tilt for a
federal seat.

«He>s been writing in
the papers, increasing
his public profile and to
me an ex-politician who
does that is a person
looking for a job,» Prof
Prasser told ABC Radio.
But he dismissed any

suggestion federal
Labor could try to repeat
the Liberal National
Campbell Newman
experiment, with a

leader not yet elected to

Parliament.
«ldon>t think it>s feasible
for Beattie to somehow
become leader,» he told
ABC Radio.

«Whether he might be
recruited into the party,
that>s a different game,
that>s quite possible.»
He said he believed Mr
Beattie would be a vote
winner for federal Labor,
which he said was in a
desperate situation.

«But state people who go
to federal politics donst
always translate into
great success stories.»
The LNP>s Parliamentary

leader  Jeff Seeney
on Wednesday said a
federal political career

for Mr Beattie would be a

disaster.

«l think Peter Beattie was
adisasterforQueensland
when he was premier, |
think he>d be a disaster
for Australia too,» he told
reporters in Brisbane.

LNP leader Campbell
Newman was less
scathing.

«| think you should go
and ask a few people on
the street about that one,
it would be interesting
to see what they have to
say,» he told reporters.
He said Labor had been
scathing of his leadership
of the LNP from outside
the parliament, but now
there were reports Labor
was considering the
same thing.

Retailers ring in the festive season early to
woo0 cautious shoppers

W o

CHRISTMAS is coming
early this year and could
arrive as early as eight
weeks time as retailers
work to lure shoppers into
opening their wallets.
Cautious shoppers have
been causing headaches
for retailers who are
preparing for what they
say will be a terrible
Christmas sales period.
National Retail
Association director
Michael Lonie told news.
com.au that he expected
to see retailers selling
Christmas stock as early
as October.

“Whether or not bringing
Christmas forward is a
good idea or not, they've
got to survive,” he said.
As the UK expects a

slew of insolvencies next
year, the UK’s Financial
Times also reports that
shops will start Christmas
sales early in a last-ditch
attempt to get customers
to start spending.

*We are set for pretty
aggressive discounting
on the high street, and
there’s a likelihood that
shop windows could be
turning red before the start
of December due to early
Christmas sales,” Simon
Allport, restructuring
partner at Ernst & Young
told the The Financial
Times.

“There is a view that
Christmas this year could
be a last chance saloon
for some retailers out
there.”

Mr Lonie said that the
outlook for retailers in
Australia was also pretty
grim.

‘I dont like to be a
doomsayer but | have to
be a realist,” he said.

Australian Retail
Association executive
director Russell
Zimmerman told news.
com.au that Christmas

was an integral part of
the retail industry which
they relied on for a lot of
their good trading - so the
festive season could be
make or break time for
retailers.

But the decision to bring
sales forward will be a
balancing act because
although it will entice
customers to spend it will

also eat into their profits.
‘Because it eats into their
margin, retailers have to
be cautious about when
they put their stock on
sale,” he said.

The move comes as
retail king Gerry Harvey
yesterday warned
«retailers will have the
hardest Christmas in their
lives» this festive season.
He said Australians
“should be as happy as
pigs in with low
unemployment and a
resources boom  but
consumer confidence
had hit an all time low and
shoppers were scared to
spend money.

«You>ve got too many
things out there affecting
the minds of humans and
it>s just an avalanche
of media activity and
government activity
that>s making people
unhappy and not wanting
to spend their money,» he
said.

Though Australia’s
economy is strong
comparedto globalfailing
markets, Mr Harvey said
he couldn>t see how
anything was going to
change.

«| don>t think the outlook
will improve,” he said.
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Mr Geoff Wild AM appointed
Chairman of Arab Bank Australia Ltd

Mr Geoff Wild AM & His Excellency, Samir F Kawar.

Mr Geoff Wild AM

Arab Bank Australia
Limited is delighted to
announcetheappointment
of Mr Geoff Wild AM as
Chairman of Arab Bank
Australia Limited.

Mr Wild was appointed
Chairman following

the retirement of his
predecessor, His
Excellency,

Samir F Kawar. Mr Geoff
Wild acknowledged with
appreciation Mr Kawar's

significant support and
commitment over the past
six years.

Over the past 15 years
Mr Wild has been a
member of the Board of
Arab Bank Australia and
has held the position
of Deputy Chairman
since September 2004.
Following Mr  Wild's
appointment as Chairman
of ArabBank Australia, the
Deputy Chief Executive
Officer of Arab Bank plc,
Ms Randa Sadik has
been appointed Deputy
Chairman of Arab Bank
Australia.

Mr Wild has obtained a
wealth of knowledge and
extensive experience
across the corporate
sector. He worked for
the Clemenger Group

for almost 30 years in

Australia and founded
the Agency's Sydney
operation. When a

considerable minority
interest was soldto BBDO,
Geoff joined the BBDO
Worldwide board. At the
time of his retirement
from the Industry in 1990,
he was Deputy Chairman
of Clemenger/BBDO
in Australia and New
Zealand.

For six years Mr Wild
pursued private interests,
including his appointment
as Chairman of the New
South Wales Tourism
Commission and was one
of four Vice Presidents of
the Sydney Olympic bid.
He was then appointed
as Chairman and Country
Manager for WPP in
Australia, the first of
several subsequent
appointments by WPP in
various regions.

Geoff is also a Director
and Advisory Board
member of a number of
Australian publicly listed
and private entities. Mr
Wild was awarded the
Order of Australia (AM)
in 2000 for his services to
business, tourism and the

Olympics.
Mr Wild’'s experience
and great dedication

to Arab Bank Australia
is overwhelming and
the Bank is honoured,
privileged and delighted
to have Mr Wild's
commitment to the Bank
in this capacity. With
Mr Wild's vision and
dedicationto hisrole, Arab
Bank Australia Limited
anticipates a bright future
ahead

Julia Gillard attacks High Court>s asylum ruling

JULIA Gillard has accused
the Chief Justice of the High
Court of inconsistency in
his judgments and blamed
the court for a «missed
opportunity» in tackling
people-smuggling.

The Prime Minister
said yesterday>s High
Court ruling rejecting
the Malaysian Solution

had placed in doubt all

offshore  asylum-seeker

processing.
She said the ruling turned
‘on its head” previous

understanding of the law
and went on to lash the
court and Chief Justice
Robert French himself.

‘Can | say, looking at
yesterday>s High Court
decision, | believe that

it represents a missed
opportunityin preventingus
from transferring asylum-

Immigration Minister Chris Bowen and Prime Minister Julia Gillard say the High Court ruling has put all offshore processing in doubt

seekers to Malaysia at
this time,” she said in
Brisbane.

‘It represents a missed
opportunity to enhance our
region>s response to the
evil of people smuggling.
“The current Chief Justice
of the High Court, his
Honour Mr Justice French,
considered comparable
legal questions when he
was a judge of the Federal
Court and made different
decisions to the one
the High Court made on
wednesday.”

She said the government
had acted on what it
believed was sound legal
advice and was awaiting
fresh written advice from
the government solicitor.
While the opposition has
vowed to continue its push
to send asylum-seekers to

Nauru, Ms Gillard said the
court>s ruling could mean
all offshore processing
was now invalid.

‘It is far from clear whether
the court>s ruling would,
practically speaking,
permit the operation of
offshore processingin other
locations, eveninlocations
where offshore processing
has been conducted in the
past,” she said.
Immigration Minister Chris
Bowen said the ruling was
likely to have a significant
impact on any attempt
to send unaccompanied
minors to an offshore
location.

He said such a move
would require ministerial
permission that would be
judiciallyreviewable,“which
would make the removal
of unaccompanied minors

to any offshore location,
under any regime, one that
is highly problematic”.

The Prime Minister
defended Mr Bowen - the
architect of the proposed
Malaysia refugee swap -
amid calls from some in the
Labor Party for his scalp.
“Minister Bowen at all times
acted on the best advice
available to him and acted
with a clear determination
and resolve to break
the people-smugglers>
business model,” Ms Gillard
said.

“That>s what | asked him to
do as minister.”

Deputy Prime Minister
Wayne Swan also said the
High Court had “struck out”
in an unexpected way with

its ruling.
Mr  Swan said the
government>s deal to

send 800 asylum-seekers
to Malaysia had been
based on legal advice from
“credible authorities” and
the High court>s decision
was a surprise.

“Nobody expected the High
Court to do this, this was not
our legal advice,” he told
reporters in Townsville.
“The High Court has
certainly struck out in
a completely different
direction to the approach it
has had previously.”

| am not going anywhere, says Julia Gillard

JULIA Gillard says she is
staying put as Prime Minister
as senior Labor sources said
there was no move to replace
her.

«I>m not going anywhere,»
Ms Gillard told ABC radio.
«I>m the best person to do
this job and I>ll continue
to do it and what this job is
about leading the nation to a
better future.»

And one of the men frequently
mentioned as a replacement,
Assistant  Treasurer Bill
Shorten, today wused a
newspaper column to praise
her abilities.

«Perhaps most importantly,
she is in the job for the right
reasons - for the country
and not herself,» Mr Shorten

wrote.
The High Court ruling
demolishing the

Government>sasylumseeker
policy has sparked wide
speculation that Ms Gillard
is facing an ultimatum from
colleagues to perform or be
dumped, but there is no sign
of an emerging challenge.
Ms Gillard dismissed the
speculation and outlined
her objectives, including
wanting to «make sure we
are a country that spreads
opportunity for all».

«|>ve got a lot of things to
do to keep realising that
vision of the nation>s future,»
she said, denying Caucus
members had taken concerns
about her leadership to her.

«When | speak to my party
colleagues | speak about the
historic vision of Labor,» she
said.

Ms Gillard hadn>t spoken
to her predecessor, Foreign
Minister Kevin Rudd, since
he went into hospital for a
heart valve replacement.
She had sent him a package
of books for him to read
during his recovery.

But she wasns>t going to talk
about their past tensions:
«I>m not going to canvass
that. I>m on about the
future.»

«He will make a return at the
appropriate point when he
feels strong enough.»

Chief government  whip
Joel Fitzgibbon, the NSW

convenor of the right faction,
rejected claims Ms Gillard
lacked authority and said the
critics in news reports today
refused to put their names to
their statements.

And Labor sources also
rejected speculation that
Peter Beattie, the former
Queensland Premier, would
take a federal seat with
the aim of becoming Prime
Minister.

Mr Beattie is the latest in a
long line of ex-Premiers,
Labor and Liberal, who have
been reported as mounting
rescue missions for their
party.

The listincludes Jeff Kennett,
Nick Greiner, Bob Carr and
Neville Wran in their day.
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Mouris Nassour

FAMILY
BURGER
DEAL

2 x double fillet Bondi burgers™,
2 x single fillet BurgerSnackers,
2 x large chips
and 4 x 375ml cans of drink

opérto.
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PLU 453

Limit one coupon per person. Not to be

used in conjunction with any other offer.

Valid until 30.11.2011 at Oporto Merrylands,
Merrylands Stockland, Plumpton & Stanhope Gardens.

Editor in Chief: Antonios Bourizk

Tel: 02 87648186

FAMILY
CHICKEN
MEAL

1 x whole chicken,
4 x single serve mash & gravy
or single serve side salads,
and 2 x large chips.
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PLU 458

Limit one coupon per person. Not to be

used in conjunction with any other offer.

Valid until 30.11.2011 at Oporto Merrylands,
Merrylands Stockland, Plumpton & Stanhope Gardens.

the middie east

Established 1996,

Fax :02 87648062

Email: ads@meherald.com.au- info@meherald.com.au

SPIRITUAL THERAPIST
Traditional Spiritual Help
Galgall e g o @llalf

Lolhiiuly & siull £l9)¥ pdas™
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Mobile204 2190 6377 Phone: 9659 6999

Web:www.alaa.com.au

Email: info@alaa.com.au

DOUBLE
BARREL
DEAL

2 x single fillet Bondi burgers™,
2 x small chips
and 2 x 375ml cans of drink

opérto.

=\

PLU 447

Limit one coupon per person. Not to be

used in conjunction with any other offer.

Valid until 30.11.2011 at Oporto Merrylands,
Merrylands Stockland, Plumpton & Stanhope Gardens.
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FREE
REGULAR
COFFEE

With any brekkie
burger purchase.
Only available until 11am.
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opiorto.
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Limit one coupon per person. Not to be

used in conjunction with any other offer.

Valid until 30.11.2011 at Oporto Merrylands,
Merrylands Stockland, Plumpton & Stanhope Gardens.




	herald_issue_542_page 01
	herald_issue_542_page 02
	herald_issue_542_page 03
	herald_issue_542_page 04
	herald_issue_542_page 05
	herald_issue_542_page 06
	herald_issue_542_page 07
	herald_issue_542_page 08
	herald_issue_542_page 09
	herald_issue_542_page 10
	herald_issue_542_page 11
	herald_issue_542_page 12
	herald_issue_542_page 13
	herald_issue_542_page 14
	herald_issue_542_page 15
	herald_issue_542_page 16
	herald_issue_542_page 17
	herald_issue_542_page 18
	herald_issue_542_page 19
	herald_issue_542_page 20
	herald_issue_542_page 21
	herald_issue_542_page 22
	herald_issue_542_page 23
	herald_issue_542_page 24
	herald_issue_542_page 25
	herald_issue_542_page 26
	herald_issue_542_page 27
	herald_issue_542_page 28
	herald_issue_542_page 29
	herald_issue_542_page 30
	herald_issue_542_page 31
	herald_issue_542_page 32
	herald_issue_542_page 33
	herald_issue_542_page 34
	herald_issue_542_page 35
	herald_issue_542_page 36
	herald_issue_542_page 37
	herald_issue_542_page 38
	herald_issue_542_page 39
	herald_issue_542_page 40

