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No application fee on
vour home loan?
I'm open to It.

“/0

variable

p.a

on our standard variable interest rate for home loans over $250,000.

Are you in the market for a great rate on your Home Loan?

With a Bank of Queensland Home Loan Privileges Package, you get 0.7% p.a. off the
standard variable interest rate for loans over $250,000. There is no application fee,
no monthly fee and a host of other discounts to help you pay off your home sooner.

Plus, you get personal service from your own bank manager, who'll go the extra mile
for everyone, whether you're buying a home or re-financing. So for a great rate and
one to one service, talk to Bank of Queensland today.

To find out more, please contact
Habib Boustany, Branch Manager,
at Bank of Queensland Merrylands.

Phone: 02 9204 3333
Email: habib.boustany@bog.com.au

Bank of
Queensland

bank different®

Full terms and conditions available at any Bank of Queensland branch. These products are issued by Bank of Queensland Limited ABN 32 009 656 740. Information current as at xxxx. Fees and
charges are payable. An annual package fee of $375 is payable.The Bank's standard credit assessment criteria apply. Benefits cannot be taken in conjunction with or in addition to any other packages,
negotiated interest rates or special offers. It has been prepared without taking into account your objectives, financial situation or needs.You should consider the appropriateness of any advice before
acting on it. You should obtain and consider the terms and conditions before making any decision about whether to acquire or continue to hold these products.
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MAZDA MX6é
5SPEED, AIR, STEER, CD PLAYER, P.WINDOWS, CRUISE, CENTRAL LOCKING, SUNROOF, ALLOY
WHEELS, AIRBAG, ABS BRAKES, LOG BOOKS, 022010/01/ REGO, BUY IT NOW AND SAVE

FIXED PRICE $3950

Tel: 9792 2255

WHOLESALEDirectCars

PTY LTD

HOLDEN VECTRA
AUTO, AIR, STEER, P.WINDOWS, CD PLAYER, ALLOYS, P.MIRRORS,
152010103/ REGO, TO MANY EXTRAS TO LIST, BUY IT NOW AND SAVE,

FIXED PRICE $4650

leto (9ybeoe) Abased| piuad & Lealf i ylusad

Fax: 9792 2522
5 Enterprise Ave Padstow INSW 2211
Web:www.wdcars.com.au

Email: sales@wholedirectcars.com.au

CHOOSE FROM MORE
THAN 100 CARS

SYDNEY'S MOST VISITED DEALER

FORD FALCON
AUTO, AIR, STEER, STEREO, C.LOCKING, P.MIRRORS,
AIRBAG, 302010/03/ REGO, BARGAINS GALORE,

FIXED PRICE $2200

DAIHATSU CHARADE
AUTO, AIR, STEER, 112010/01/ REGO, POWER MIRRORS,
EXCELLENT ON FUEL,

FIXED PRICE $1650

O s

daaant! M1 RS 3o gl
o A - L 4 0

¥ g Copud|
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ELECTRICAL
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Mr Woodworx

Carpentry & Joinery, Quality woodwork & finishing
Cabinet Maker, Kitchens / Doors / Skirtings etc
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At 1gd¥1g G 3Rd1g
Ao Slaew aa3ez dadly Jla3|
0415229116 :@d
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Sydney Landscaping and Excavations
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Paving - concreting- Retaining wall - Stone

- and logs - Fencing - Rubbish Removals

Plant and Grass - Sprinkler System

a2eke 99 1349 gkt

04 1929 1261 .

02 9785 8685

RAINBOW BRICKLAYINY P/L
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led i g Hladudlg &yl sl
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B Gr

Class & Clazing

/ 4

for all your glazing needs
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U3 g Ot Szl (Ol

0404015551 ;. Jha3¥1

Lic: 185750C
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e
Showers Screens,
Tables tops, Splash
back, Frameless Glass

S.LF. >

Wholesale & Retail
Hand Made Je wellery & Repairs
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7 Eden Ave, Croydon park NSW 2133

George’s Hardware
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Ph. 9637 9399 -
114 - 116 Merrylands Road, Merrylands NSW 2160

georgeshardware@hotmail.com

“e

Fax. 9897 1756
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Future

ella rouge

Your Beauty's Future is in your Hands

beauty

Laser Skin Resurfacing

IPL + Laser Hair Removal
Cellulite + Weight Reduction
Advanced Skin Peels
Cosmetic Injectables + Fillers
Facials + Body Treatments
Waxing + Bridal Make Up
Advanced Skin Care Products
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Model: 9001

Twin Under Sink Water Filter ’

This system effectively reduces/removes the

N\

llowing contaminants:

[v] Chlorine.
V] Lead.

Parasites (Giardia & Cryptosporidium).

[v] Sediment, Rust, Sand & Cloudiness.
[v] Bad Taste & Odour.

@ATER FILTRATION SYSTEMS

®

RE

65%

OFF

OFFER MUST END BY 24 December 2009

OR WHILE STOCKS LAST

Cilgias piss IS

*Refer to warranty card for details

CALL NOW
1300 881 551

Serving The industry SINCE 1987
1300 881 551 Z“Aolme 5HLlhiuwt e Jowasmld 1ol of

Salad! padi
$660
Iasd 2

$249

FIRST 50
PURCHASERS
RECEIVE

FREE UPGRADE

TO FULL CHROME TAP AND
FREE Installation Kit

SAVE OVER $400
% ATy
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PHARMACY

TAREK EDEL B!, B.Pharm., B.Sc., M.P.S.

Joad! @ deladalg

13 Yennora N$SW 2161
Postal Address 3 Baker $t.
Merrylands NSW 2160
Mobile: 0414 369 848 - Factory: (02)
9681 7188 - Facsimile: (02) 9681 6027~
Email charlesmalouf@optusnet.com.au
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Tel: 9580 5471

312 Forest Rd, Hurstville NSW 2220
Email: Terryedel@hotmail.com
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(nutroaster oo
FINE FOOD GALLER" ’ l:‘ . ’ i “
PTY

NUT ROASTER CO i3
FINE FOOD GALLERY

ROASTERS, IMPORTERS, & DISTRIBUTORS OF NUTS & FINE FOODS

K fiesiow [GOIDH
Ph: 9759 1206
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Ph: 9759 1206 - Fax: 9759 9924
79 — 81 Chapel St. Lakemba
Email: info@nutroaster.com.au
www.nutroaster.com.au
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“OUR BUSINESS IS YOUR GOOD HEALTH AND WELLBEING”
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SYDNEY'S MOST VISITED DEALER

CHOOSE FROM MORE
THAN 100 CARS

WHOLESALEDirectCars

PN

SUZUKI SWIFT HOLDEN COMBO FORD FALCON DAIHATSU APPLAUSE

AUTO, AIR, CD PLAYER, 1.3L 5SPEED, POWER STEERING, CD PLAYER, PANEL VAN, EXCELLENT ~ AUTO, AIR, STEER, STEREO, 312010/03/ REGO, AUTO, AIR, STEER, CD PLAYER, LOG
EXCELLENT ON FUEL, GREAT FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS, ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINES WITH THIS ~ P.WINDOWS, CRUISE, AIRBAGS, ABS BRAKES, BOOKS, EXCELLENT FOR FIRST CAR,
LEARNERS CAR, CAR, NO MORE TO PAY, EXCELLENT ON FUEL LOG BOOKS, EXCELLENT CONDITION GREAT ON FUEL
FIXED PRICE $1250 FIXED PRICE $2950 FIXED PRICE $2700 FIXED PRICE $2600

Lo (9 leie dlased! st & yliad | Oyl | O s
Tel: 9792 2255 - Fax: 9792 2522 T
5 Enterprise Ave Padstow NSW 2211 o A -l 4 0

Web:www.wdcars.com.au A Y19 Cuad
Email: sales@wholedirectcars.com.au Shas - e 4 0

El Ghad News Hanin
Breaking News & all the latest on the national and Reviving nostalgic moments with all- time love songs
international platforms with Boutros Bechara. and dedications from around the world
Mon — Sat: 8 am; 9 am; 11 am; 12 noon; with George Dagher.
1 pm & 1:45 pm Wednesday: 8 pm

LBCI NEWS Dayf E Dayf
Daily News Update from LBCI - The leadling For the first time the celebrity becomes the
television network in the Middle East. interviewer. Meet the host, the celebrity and the
Mon — Sat: 3 am; 6:30 am & 10 pm celebrity’s interviewee all in one studio
Sunday: 3 am; 9 am; 2 pm & 10 pm with Robert Franjieh.
Saturday: 10 am

Sob7iyyi i
Morning Drive highlighting the latest in current affairs, Musicana
economics, politics, entertainment & more with Weekly wrap up of the best in the
Suzan Hourani & Elie Mattar. entertainment updates, hottest hits, English & Arabic
Mon - Fri: 7 am charts, best gossip of the week,
E-News, TV-News, competitions & exclusive
2il W 2al Ma3 Elie interviews with Elie Mattar.

Up to the minute news in the entertainment world, Saturday: 2 pm

fresh gossip, latest hits, celebrity affairs, interviews & _
competitions with Elie Kazzi. DJ Time

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday: Non-Stop dance music, irresistible belly dance
rhythms, fusion mix, latest releases, & dabkeh.

11 am Re-run 11pm N 0# 1 nrahiﬂ ﬁadi“ SIatiﬂn Saturday: 4 pm

Bikaffi

90 minutes to untangle the complexities of the non- " . ‘ , AwaZeI
celebrity world: Social problems, relationships, goals, \ aWI a Up Close and personal interviews with A-Class
impediments and aspirations with Lara Taouk. i a2 entertainers live from Beirut with Rima Njeim.
Tuesday: 12 noon Re-run Thursday 8pm Sunday: 10am

Bonjourein PUMP UP THE BEAT WITH THE LATEST HITS Bikhsous Hal Shee...

A wildly dynamic hour of dance music, . - th/nd the scene‘ce/ebr/z‘y
interaction and non-stop laugh live from Beirut nss 3 n s nw r El ﬁ“ nn i scandals, slip-ups, funny mistakes &
with Allan Geday. ; (NN ] p 2 faux-pas’s with Raja and Rodolf.

Mon - Fri: 2 pm Sunday: 3 pm

Ya Rima 7o Advertise Cali NOW

Afternoon-Drive live from Beirut bringing all the latest

Archive 5 Njoum

A show that reminisces our idealistic
celebrities’ lives in their music and
entertainment careers with Elie Kazzi.

Sunday: 6pm

in the Middle East's current affairs, lifestyle and news £
plus exclusive celebrity interviews with Rima Njeim. |
Mon — Fri: 3 pm !
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SEAFOOD &t
SALADMIX |

With any purchase. § =

60/TL/YT SONT 43440

Phone: 9636 5455 34 Amax Ave, Girraween www.meridianseafoods.com.au
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News

Lebanon gets new government after months of Haggling.
Will the Ministerial Statement be draft in harmony?

A recent article on Lebanon’s leading online
tayyar.org, that
attorney of Lebanese descent,

an American
Edward T.
Saadi of Youngstown, Ohio, recently won a

site, writes

groundbreaking Internet defamation lawsuit in a
federal court in Tampa, Florida.

The case arose in 2007 after an anonymous
‘blog” appeared on the
vicious personal attacks against Saadi and
numerous other individuals identified in the

Internet containing

blog as associates of General Michel Aoun.
Saadi filed suit and, using subpoenas issued to
various Internet companies, traced the blog to
a Lebanese immigrant and former Youngstown
resident, Pierre A. Maroun of Tampa, Florida.

On being sued, Maroun posted more websites,
using the
Coordination Council,” which accused Saadi

name “American Lebanese
and his father (renowned cardiologist Dr. Elias
T. Saadi) of having ties to, and even funding,
terrorism. According to tayyar.org sources,
Dr. Saadi and Atty. Saadi worked very hard to
pass the Syria Accountability and Lebanese
Sovereignty Restoration Act, an anti-terrorism

law, in the U.S. Congress-which makes Maroun'’s

statements not only false, but a great irony. Dr.
Saadi even testified before the U.S. Congress
in favor of that Act, and is the recipient of the
National Order of Cedar medal for his work on
behalf of Lebanon. It appears that Maroun’s sole
basis for his accusations is that Atty. Saadi was
one of the four Americans invited by General
Aoun to accompany him home from exile in May
of 2005.
On October 1, 2009, an
that
false,

eight-member jury

unanimously found all of Maroun’s

statements were defamatory, and

fabricated by Maroun out of “ill will, hostility

and an intent to harm” Atty. and Dr. Saadi. The
jury returned a verdict of $90,000 with a punitive
award of $60,000, which under American law
is intended to punish egregious behavior. The
verdict is believed to be the first in an Internet
defamation case in a Federal Court in the U.S.A.
“This case was not about politics, and this is not
a victory for any Lebanese faction against any
other,” Saadi explained when asked for comment.
“‘Rather, thisis a victory for civility overindecency,
and a victory for the Saadi family. This verdict
strikes a blow against those who would use the
Internet to spread lies with impugnity.”

A review of the court's decisions shows that the
presiding judge rejected Maroun’'s attempts to
politicize the case by repeatedly holding that
‘political sites are not asylums for gratuitous
libel.”

Saadi obtained his degrees from Georgetown
University in Washington, D.C. and specializes in
intellectual property law. He was co-represented
in the case by Miami attorney William J. Brown.
According to Saadi, any funds recovered from
Maroun will be donated to help the needy in
Lebanon.
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News

Following the Maronite Bishops meeting, Aoun: “We discussed a
lot of new facts and you will see the results starting now.”

The Maronite Bishops Council held its monthly meeting
in Bkirki headed by the Patriarch Sfeir in the presence
of General Aoun.
The Maronite Bishops council held its monthly meeting
on Wednesday presided by the Patriarch Sfeir in Bkirki.
Upon starting the meeting, the leader of the change
and Reform Block General Michel Aoun arrived at
Bkirki to meet with the Patriarch who invited him to join
the meeting. All the bishops welcomed General Aoun>s
visit and discussed with him various political national
issues.
Following the council>s monthly meeting, the Secretary
of the Patriarchate Monsignor Youssef Tawq read the
following statement:
1- We would like to start by congratulating our
congregation sons for the upcoming Christmas holiday,
asking our Lord to make it a blessing season full of
goodness and peace, to all of you.
2- Christmas is an occasion for the wealthy to help
the less fortunate giving them some joy and hope for
a better future... A better future very much needed by
Lebanon, after decades of rift between its citizens.
Such situation cannot continue if we don't want to pay
its terrible consequences.
3- The bishops also welcomed the reconciliations that
recently took place between several Lebanese leaders,
and hoped that it would be translated into a positive
understanding on the national level.
4- The bishops also hoped the upcoming holidays
would help Lebanese forget hatred against each other.
5- We also would like to welcome The Free Patriotic
Movement leader Michel Aoun in Bkirki, and hoped that
the general’s visit would reflect positively on all the
Lebanese.
6- Finally, the bishops expressed their sincere wishes
to their congregation and to all the Lebanese of
different religious, asking God to let this New Year be
a good year full of blessing and tranquility. *“Monsignor
Youssef Tawq concluded.
Following his meeting with the Bishops and his talks
with the Patriarch in Bkirki, General Michel Aoun spoke
to the media:

“A historic meeting that would have positive
results.”
General Aoun told the reporters that his visit was very
important and was described by lot of people as being
*Historic”. We all met at the bishops Council and we
discussed the latest political events that took place
recently. It was necessary to clarify some political
positions and motives.
| presented some new facts that will have excellent
results in terms of relations, as well as «positive
results» which would be in the interest of Christians
and Lebanon.”
Looking at the reporters, General Aoun smiled and told
them “I know your next question so let me answer you, |
am here visiting Bkirki because the Maronite patriarchy
is an historic authority and reference. It always had a
special role in Lebanon, ever since the formation of the
Greater Lebanon with the assistance of the Patriarch
Houayek, at the time.”
When asked by reporters about the major issues he
discussed with Sfeir, General Aoun refused to go into

lot of details but answered jokingly: It was a closed-
door meeting.” However, the general said:»l believe the
results of the talks would be excellent on the level of
ties with Bkirki.”

he added that they discussed the latest events in
Lebanon and the two sides made clarifications on their
stances.

With reference to Hezbollah, General Aoun said that

he was questioned by several bishops about his
Document of Understanding with Hezbollah and the
danger of Hezbollah's arms, and he answered them all.
‘I am happy to be here and to discuss with the patriarch
such major and strategic issues, we have lot of ideas
in common, and we made some efforts to clarify the
reasons behind our differences.”

Answering a question about an agreement that
happened between him and Sfeir to prepare for an
inter-Christian meeting, he said that «the initiative was
only with the Council of Bishops .»

General Aoun summarize by saying that the meeting
was aimed at stressing contacts between the Patriarch
and himself as well as discussing national Christian
strategic issues ,and making efforts to clarify reasons
behind differences.

“Positive results would appear and would be in the
interest of Christians and Lebanon.” The leader
concluded.

Lebanon— Sex workers still shun condoms.

BEIRUT, 1 December 2009 (IRIN) - Four years ago, at 16,
Rana’s husband forced her into prostitution. Despite the
risks of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), Rana, like
many local sex workers - estimated to number at least
6,000 - often did not use condoms.

"It's up to the client,” said Rana (not her real name). "I
want to use condoms, but most of the clients don't.” Asked
why she ignores the risks of contracting HIV or STDs she
simply says: "l don’t want to lose the client.”

Elie Aaraj, head of Lebanon’s SIDC association [http://
www.sidc-lebanon.orgl, warns that the lack of condom
use among local sex workers could soon become a public
health issue.

"So far there are no recorded HIV cases among the
country’s surveyed sex workers,” he said. "But once the
virus gets into the community it could explode.”
Preventive action

In a survey over five months in 2008, SIDC interviewed
502 sex workers in Lebanon and found a third of them had
been infected with STDs.

According to the National AIDS Control Programme,
among the general population there are 1,234 HIV-positive
cases, while it estimates between 2,500 and 3,000 people
are infected, but unaware of it.

"This figure shows a low prevalence in the country, it is
less than 1 percent,” said Lara Dabaghi, UNAIDS Project
Coordinator - ASAP (Aids Strategy and Action Plan),
National AIDS Control Programme. "We want to keep it
this way.”

Only about 200 sex workers have had an HIV/AIDS test in
Lebanon, according to UNAIDS, and none tested positive.
Health workers put that down to the low prevalence of the
virus in Lebanon, but recognize that could change quickly.
"Some people don't know they are infected,” said Dabaghi.
"Only 10 percent of infected people know they carry the
disease globally.”

A task force has been established comprising various
ministries, NGOs, UN agencies and the National AIDS
Control Programme to design a nationwide awareness
campaign, in a bid to keep prevalence low.

Condom use

One of the aims is to increase condom use. "We have found
that only 28 to 30 percent of sex workers use condoms,”
said Dabaghi. "The problem is that the client is king [and
gets what he wants].”

Hiba Abu Chakra, a social worker at Dar al-Amal, a local
counselling centre for sex workers, said: "The profile of the
local sex worker in Lebanon is generally a poor, abused
woman often without education [or] good persuasive sKkills.
Many of the women work on the highways or in brothels
where they are often abused.”

Dar al-Amal has documented cases of women trading
sex for food. Under such circumstances, said Abu Chakra,
women have little interest in losing a potential client for
the sake of a condom.

A 2008 National AIDS Control Programme report found
that while 23 percent of sex workers would try to persuade
a client to wear a condom, just over half would accept sex
anyway if the client refused.

Legalizing sex work

According to Lebanese law, sex work is legal in brothels;
however, the government has not issued licences for
brothels since 1975.

"We are advocating legalizing prostitution,” said Dabaghi.
"If prostitution is legal you can better reach the sex
workers and set up prevention programmes. As it stands
now, prostitutes are prevented from using condoms or are
having to hide them from the police.”

According to Abu Chakra, police often arrest women for
possession of condoms and they can face up to six months
in prison for prostitution if convicted. This makes carrying
condoms risky for sex workers.

Campaigners for legalizing sex work argue that sex
workers will have better protection under the law, better
testing and counselling facilities as well as a greater
chance of successfully negotiating safe sex.

Rana lives with the risk of contracting HIV every time she
has unprotected sex. "l know about the risk of HIV and |
feel more comfortable when the client asks for a condom,”
she said.
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