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No application fee on
vour home loan?
I'm open to It.

p-a.

variable

on our standard variable interest rate for home loans over $250,000.

Are you in the market for a great rate on your Home Loan?

With a Bank of Queensland Home Loan Privileges Package, you get 0.7% p.a. off the
standard variable interest rate for loans over $250,000. There is no application fee,
no monthly fee and a host of other discounts to help you pay off your home sooner.

Plus, you get personal service from your own bank manager, who'll go the extra mile
for everyone, whether you're buying a home or re-financing. So for a great rate and
one to one service, talk to Bank of Queensland today.

To find out more, please contact
Habib Boustany, Branch Manager,
at Bank of Queensland Merrylands.

Phone: 02 9204 3333
Email: habib.boustany@bog.com.au

Bank of
Queensland

bank different®

Full terms and conditions available at any Bank of Queensland branch. These products are issued by Bank of Queensland Limited ABN 32 009 656 740. Information current as at xxxx. Fees and
charges are payable. An annual package fee of $375 is payable.The Bank's standard credit assessment criteria apply. Benefits cannot be taken in conjunction with or in addition to any other packages,
negotiated interest rates or special offers. It has been prepared without taking into account your objectives, financial situation or needs.You should consider the appropriateness of any advice before
acting on it. You should obtain and consider the terms and conditions before making any decision about whether to acquire or continue to hold these products.
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National Finalist 2008 - Australian Bar Awards: Best Bar
National Finalist 2008 - Australian Bar Awards: Best Drink
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National Finalist 2008 - Cosmopolitan Magazine: Australia’s
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News

Australian Gommunities:
Lebanese Australians

Lebanese community groups in Australia are usually
based on religious affiliations or village associations
rather than national identity. These groups help to meet
the differing cultural, settlement and welfare needs of
the people from particular faiths or villages and towns.
There are also Lebanese associations which help bring
the different groups together. Lebanese settlers and
their descendents have made a valuable contribution to
the development of the professional, business, political
and cultural life of Australia.

Prominent Australians of Lebanese ancestry include:

. Zita  Antonios, former Federal Race
Discrimination Commissioner
. Professor Marie Bashir, first woman Governor

of New South Wales

. Dr Trevor Batrouney, historian and social
researcher

. Steve Bracks, Premier of Victoria

. Dr. Glen John Coorey, specialist urologist,

teacher and philanthropist

. Benny Elias, rugby league player who captained
New South Wales and Australia, playing 22 state of
origin games and 14 international tests

. Saade Ghazi, Port Melbourne football coach
and 1989 J.J. Liston medallist

. Hasem EI Masri, Canterbury Bulldogs winger,
and role model for children and young people

. Pierre Elmurr, sports vision consultant

. Ahmed Elrich, Socceroo, member of Australia>s
Under 23s Athens Olympic soccer team, and supporter
of children>s charities

. Joe Galani, founder of one of the largest
furniture businesses in Australia

. David Malouf, one of Australia>s mostacclaimed
authors and winner of major international awards

. Daizy Gedeon Mir, journalist and film maker

. Dr Fred Nasser, leading cardiologist and

volunteer surgeon

. Geoffrey Saba, renowned pianist

. Reuben Scarf, clothing manufacturer and
retailer, and philanthropist

. Sir Nicholas Shehadie, Wallabies rugby union

captain and Lord Mayor of Sydney.

(1) Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
References:

Archives in Brief No. 62 September 2001, State Records,
New South Wales

The Australian People : An Encyclopedia of the Nation,
Its People and Their Origins Edited by James Jupp,
Cambridge University Press, 2001

McKay, J & Batrouney T, Lebanese Immigration until the
1970s, pp. 554558-

Hage, G. The Condition of Lebanon since 1958 pp. 559-
561

Humphrey, M. Lebanese since 1970 pp. 561567-
Batrouney, T. Lebanese Community Life in Melbourne
pp. 567569-

Can Optimism take the upper hand
against pessimism, and win? Can

the cabinet see

Itis already Five months and Lebanon is still turning
in the same impasse. Lebanon is still without
a cabinet and the frightening matter is that the
Lebanese are now accustomed to such a situation.
Maybe because they are bored of hearing the same
expressions everyday.. "Optimism is prevailing” Or
maybe because they don’t care anymore, which is
even worse. Either way, such a situation can only
have a negative effect on our country..

Are our politicians keeping our country in this dead
zone on purpose? Are all the rumors about keeping
the caretaker government as long as possible,
true?

The "ministerial void” that has entered its fifth
month seems ready to enter many others given the
complete absence of any true solutionto Lebanon’s
eternal crisis.
Surprisingly enough, accordingtotoday’s headlines
in which almost all media panels had diffuse
*optimism”. Is it an “illusionary optimism” since
Lebanon is still struggling to form its cabinet? Well,
not according to our "First-class politicians.”
Parliament Speaker NabihBerri said today that he is
preparing for a "different move” that would change
all priorities. Prime Minister-Designate Saad Hariri
believes it's time to form a government that cares
about people while the head of the Change and
Reform parliamentary bloc MP Michel Aoun wants
his "rights’ to be satisfied.

PSP leader Walid Jumblatt told As-Safir daily that
he believes there is a real chance to grasp the
benefits of the Saudi-Syrian understanding. “A
national unity cabinet capable of facing regional
challenges could be formed if the Lebanese
knew how to benefit from the Syrian-Saudi
rapprochement.” Jumblatt told As-Safir.

On the other hand, Lebanon has experienced today
a series of meetings and announcements, most of
them ranking in the ‘positive side’.

After the Marada Leader, Suleiman Franjieh met
the president in Baabda, MP Suleiman Franjieh
said that he refuses to accept PM-designate Saad
Hariri's defeat in the cabinet deliberations, but
added that the government cannot be formed at
the expense of Free Patriotic Movement leader MP
Michel Aoun.

Franjieh denied any problem with Progressive
Socialist Party leader MP Walid Jumblatt's political
alignment, and called on all parties to offer
concessions in order to set matters on the right

the light soon?

track regarding the formation of the government.
The Marada Leader concluded on a positive note
by saying that the ongoing negotiations were close
to "achieving something.” However, he did not
reveal details of the recent cabinet deliberations
he took part in.

Similarly, MP Michel el-Murr broke his silence today
and spoke to reporters in an "optimistic” way.
Following his meeting with the British ambassador,
MP Murr announced that the government could be
announced very soon. Although no one knew the
basis of MP el Murr's statement, butthe positive sign
was accepted gladly by the Lebanese, specifically
when he wondered, “where is the disaster if the FPM
actually kept the Telecommunication portfolio.”
Meanwhile, PM-Designate Saad Hariri said
during the opening of the Saudi-Lebanese forum,
at Phoenicia Hotel in downtown Beirut, and we
quote "Not only are we seeking a government
of national unity in the political sense, but also a
government that would carry out social, economic
and developmental activities through consensus
among the various parties.” Another positive sign,
strengthened by Hariri’'s bloc which at the end of its
weekly meeting in Qoreitem, headed by PM Siniora,
called for giving way to PM-designate Saad Hariri
to form a new government..

In summary, we can describe today as being at
least a positive one. In light of the dangers that
Lebanon is facing, optimism is gratefully accepted.
Unfortunately, Lebanon has seen lot of optimism
going “‘down the drain”, letting pessimism take the
upper hand.. Is the optimism powerful enough to
win this time ?

As a Lebanese who is appreciating the “positive
atmosphere’ that reigned today, | am praying along
with my fellow Lebanese citizens for this “Ray of
light” to be translated and become the very much-
awaited government, and the sooner the better..
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News

Saudi’s Hariri shocked as Lebanon’s Aoun calls his bluff on government formation

Labib Chemali - Questions are being asked to whether
Lebanon really needs a government given Saadedine
Hariri's inability to form a government nearly four
months after Lebanon’s parliamentary elections.

Having secured a parliamentary majority as a result
of Saudi money, American media and logistical
support as well as the shifting of voters to areas they
do not reside in; Hariri is no closer to representing
the will of the Lebanese people as he is to forming a
Government.

Defections among his parliamentary bloc has also
left him in a much weaker position then as previously
thought and leave him held captive to his crumbling
coalition, foreign agendas and the serious dialogue
he must undertake with the opposition in order to
form a genuine National Unity Government.

His constant trips to Saudi Arabia continues to
highlight his inability to be a Lebanese leader and
his latest attempts to have consecutive meetings
with Aoun are materialising into nothing more than
a smoke screen until he waits for foreign orders on
what to do next.

Michel Aoun’'s reaffirmation of the rights of the
Change & Reform (C &R) Bloc (which Aoun heads)
as the largest Christian and second largest overall

*HARIRI& AWN*

bloc in Lebanon’s parliament has come as a shock
to Hariri and his allies; as they believed these back
to back meetings in order to stall and find a way
of marginalising Lebanon’s Christians will come to
fruition yet again.

Aoun’s insistence on the rights of his Party (Free
Patriotic Movement), the C & R Bloc and his
constituency slighted any chance Hariri of snatching
compromises with nothing n return from Aoun.
Running on a secular and anti corruption platform,
Aoun has previously come to the rescue of Lebanon’s
Sunni Muslim and Shiite Muslim Community and now
stands to protect Lebanon’s Christians from further

marginalisation.

The marginalisation of Lebanon’s Christians started
at the end of Lebanon’s war in 1990 when Aoun was

sent into exile for 15 years by a joint Syrian army
and Lebanese militia offensive bringing to power
Saadedine’s father Rafic Hariri. The Hariri family
and their Future Movement enjoyed 15 years of
institutionalised corruption and clung to power in
2005; having back flipped and supported anti Syrian
sentiment along with a gerrymandered electoral law
that allowed them held onto power until the Saudis
could rescue them again in 2009.

Despite purported links with Al Qaeda affiliated
extremist Sunni groups, the Saudi backed Future
Movement of Prime Minister Designate Saadedine
Hariri is perceived as pro Western as they do not
oppose the naturalization and permanent settlement
of the half million plus Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon at the expense of the Lebanese indigenous
population. Such a move would be seen to serve
Israel as it would then absolved of the responsibility
of the refugees that resulted from its creation (and
in contravention of United Nations Security Council
Resolution 194); Saudi Arabia would also see benefits
as a such a move would tilt Lebanon>s delicate
demographic balance of 4 million people in favour
of the Sunni sect since the Palestinian refugees are
primarily Sunni Muslim.

For round the clock news on Lebanon & the world
World in English, visit www.leb-news.com
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